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With 

Justice Joan Dempsey Klein 
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Early Years 

ASO: 

JDK: 

Tell us something about your childhood. 

My childhood: not much there except that I was pretty individualistic. I was born in 

San Jose, California. My mother's family was there and on my mother's side, my 

family goes way back. They were Bernals, de Bemals, and if you go to San Jose, 

you find Bernal Road, Bernal Highway and Bernal Ranch. 

That's because somebody by the name of de Bernal had a land grant and came here 

from Mexico in the early 1700s. I understand there has been a Bernal in California 

since 1776, but the Bernal as my relative had a land grant of about 65,000 acres in 

the San Jose area. 

Mr. Bernal had a lot of property and he had a daughter, Maria Refugio de Bernal. 

Then a man from Austria, a lawyer type, who somehow got to California, looked 

around, and thought the best thing to do would be to hook up with somebody who 

was propertied. 

So, he married Maria, and that pretty much gave him entre to be successful. He was 

the first Caucasian judge in the state of California. He founded the town of 

Pleasanton. And if you go there, there is a building where he sat as a judge in the 
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ASO: 

JDK: 

ASO: 

JDK: 

ASO: 

JDK: 

town of Pleasanton. A very interesting fellow, and his name was John Kottinger. 

And this is all on my mother's side. 

My mother had brothers-one was a lawyer. And I had another relative in San Jose, 

a John Dempsey, a judge on the court; he was on my father's side. My mother was 

the youngest of seven or eight kids all educated. But my mother gets married 

instead. 

She marries my father. And he was a member of the military, a very intelligent man, 

but an alcoholic, and a gambler. She was a beautiful, talented woman. Whenever 

my father had a problem at work, he would start to move south, and we lived in 

many cities starting at San Jose, and then Fresno and Modesto, Santa Monica, 

Escondido, San Diego. We ended up in National City, and that's where we stopped, 

because we couldn't get much closer to the border than that. 

How old were you at that point? 

When we got to National City? 

Yes. 

Let's see, I guess I was in junior high school. I had no relationships with family 

with any relatives like aunts, uncles, cousins. So there we were-this little itinerant 

family that just kind of moved on. I had two brothers. But one cousin lived with us. 

Did you stay in National City? 

Stayed in National City, where I went to junior high school, and then I went to 

Sweetwater High School, which is the most southwesterly high school in the entire 

United States. And we spent a lot of time over the border in Tijuana in those days. 

A bunch of us kids used to go down there and get into all kinds of stuff. 
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ASO: 

JDK: 

I had no encouragement in terms of studying; or you need to make some grades. 

You need to think about going to college. They even let my brothers sign up to go 

into the service during war time when they were too young. 

Your father was in the service? 

My father was in the service; he was a lightweight champion boxer in the Navy. 

Dempsey. And so everybody called him Jack. Then his eardrum burst during one of 

the naval battles he was in. 

My dream was to have a life unlike my mother's. I couldn't stand the way she was 

treated and the way she lived. We used to go to the market and we would go in and 

shop and she would come out and say to my father who was waiting in the car, 

"Well, the bill is $9 .3 7." So he would give her the money and we would go back, 

and gather our groceries. 

She had no independence about anything. He called her "woman," and I thought, 

"My God! What is this? What kind of a life is that?" So my dream was to put as 

much distance as I possibly could between her lifestyle and my own. 

College Years 

ASO: 

JDK: 

Were you thinking about going to UCLA to make that change? 

UCLA? I never even heard of UCLA, nor did I have any plans as to how I was 

going to get to college. I recognized the need to get an education, and the question 

was whether I was going to San Diego State, which was the local college. It was 

free, and the question was whether I could even get in there. 
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It was true kids who were in class with me were telling me you've got to go to 

college. They said, "There are no options for you at all unless you go to college, 

you' 11 end up working in the dime store," and blah, blah, blah. They went on and 

on and on about the need for me to go to school. 

And one day I was on a bus with a friend from high school and she said-and I will 

never forget her-Marylee Lake-and she says, "Joan, you've got to go to college." 

I asked, "Why do I have to go to college?" She says, "You will never get anywhere 

with your life unless you go to college." 

My parents didn't say that to me. My teachers at high school didn't tell me that. It 

was this person who was in my class who got through to me and said, "You've got 

to go to college." 

So, I made an application to San Diego State. I was in on a provisional basis 

because I had screwed up in high school, and so it was a question of whether I could 

go; and I could go provided I made good grades right off the bat, otherwise out! 

Fortunately, I got with a group of kids who went to San Diego State, and who were 

studious, hardworking, organized people; and after every class we would go to the 

library. Everybody had a spot in the library, and we had our spot and I sat down 

with them and I studied. Lo and behold, I made all A's and B's, so I was in and 

there I was! 

Anyway it was a godsend to get together with these students. They took themselves 

seriously, and so I went along with that, and I got into this study routine with these 

people, so I was very proud. 

According to my professors, there were only two possibilities: either get a teaching 

degree or an "Mrs." degree. I did get a teaching degree, but I also got a teaching 
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fellowship to UCLA to work on a Masters degree. I took the honor, but I still had 

no money. I never received any money from my father. My mother used to slip me 

ten dollar bills whenever she could. 

I had some other extraordinary living arrangements, which I won't go into, in order 

to eat, and to have a roof over my head there during this process. I talked to the 

people at UCLA and I told them about my lack of funds and the fact that I had no 

opportunity to be there unless I could have some sort of job. 

I had the most unique opportunity in that regard. UCLA had the "Stevens House." 

It was designed to house a group of young women who were of different racial 

backgrounds. It was a time of prejudice at UCLA. We had a collection of women 

who had to live off campus because they weren't going to be accepted into any kind 

of sorority, and there were minimal living arrangements in and around the campus. 

So, I got to be a house mother at the Stevens House and we had a real mixture of 

young women, Chinese, Japanese, Pilipino, Blacks and Hispanics. We had all these 

really, really great students living in this house off campus about two miles away 

because they had difficulty finding housing elsewhere. It wasn't a question of 

finances for them, because we had some young women there who came from very 

wealthy homes, but still were discriminated against. 

I lived in the house with them as the "house mother." My father was such a gross 

person when it came to prejudices. He was against Jews and Blacks and Mexicans. 

If you're at his level, kick somebody lower, you can't find somebody lower, then 

you go home and kick the dog. Well, my father imbued his attitude in all of us, or 

tried to at least. And I did buy in for awhile. My high school teachers really, really 

worked me over on that, because I expressed a lot of venom, like my father. 

But, I did accept this position at UCLA and got to know all these good kids there, 

and my father actually came up and had dinner with us one night. And, I've got to 
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ASO: 

JDK: 

ASO: 

JDK: 

ASO: 

JDK: 

say, I've got to hand it to him, there he was, sitting in the middle of all these 

(laughter) 

People of color ... and all these women. 

Yeah. And, he just conducted himself beautifully. He conducted himself like a 

gentleman, and appeared to be a person who had always felt "any discrimination is 

a nasty business and we should all accept each other." 

Well, that's pretty wonderful! 

It was! It was a real eye opener apparently for him and it was for me also. 

Guess who came to dinner! (Lightheartedly) 

He was expressing a funny sense of humor and making small talk with all these 

women. For the first time I just felt sorry for him. That was the first effort that I had 

made to get past really disliking him immensely. Before that time, I couldn't stand 

the man. I asked my mother, "Why the hell are you still with this man?" But she 

was still with him-because she had given him an ultimatum: "either you stop 

drinking or I'm out of here." She had a guy in the wings ready to take all ofus crazy 

kids, the whole family. And, when he knew that, and she finally got the guts to say 

that to him, he quit drinking cold turkey. Then she felt she owed him the obligation 

to stay with him the rest of his life. 

I wasn't smart enough at that time to recognize the pact that she made with him and 

with herself. So I blamed her because he made her life miserable. And, that was just 

a terrible thing for me to do, but you know, it was a growing process. I didn't want 

society to treat me in that fashion. 
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So I was there at Stevens House and I was working on this Masters Degree in my 

educational area. By that time, I had figured I really was not cut out to be a teacher. 

I had taught at the end of my San Diego State career, and didn't want to do it for my 

life. 

It must have been in the genes, I had all these lawyers and judges in my 

background, and somehow I kept in my head that I thought it would be an 

interesting thing to be a lawyer. But it had to be in the genes, because there wasn't 

anybody in my immediate family who was giving me a nod in that direction. 

Early Career - YWCA , Buster Crabbe Aguanette 

JDK: But before trying to go to law school, I met a gorgeous guy at UCLA and we 

became a twosome. His father was an attorney at the time, then he became a 

colleague of mine on the Court of Appeal years later. Anyway, my friend invited 

me home for dinner and when things looked like they were getting too hot and 

heavy between him and me, the family sent him to Europe that summer. 

At about the same time, I was working as a lifeguard at the YWCA, and there were 

these women training and working out. They were swimming, and swimming and 

swimming, working out like crazy, and I said 'what are you doing?' They said, 

"Well, we're going to go try out for the Buster Crabbe Water Show which is going 

to Europe." I said, "Oh?" Buster Crabbe wasn't Spiderman, but he was a star in 

movies at the time. He was a big-time swimmer with championships in the 

Olympics. Came the night for the try outs, by that time, I was a first class swimmer. 

I said, "I'll take you over there." 

So we all went over to the Hollywood YMCA, jumped in the pool and did laps. 

Forward, backward, then whatever other strokes you could swim. I made the cut 

and neither of them did, which was kind of ironic. So there I was, on my way to 
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ASO: 

JDK: 

Europe. So I went to Europe at the same time as my boyfriend who had been sent 

there to get away from me. 

We met up in Zurich, which was the first stop of the Buster Crabbe Show. And so 

he and I had a wonderful few months in Europe. He went home at the end of the 

summer, and I went on to a new set of experiences in Europe. · 

And I'm sure that for the first time, you were being paid something? 

Well, now wait a minute! Don't get carried away with the pay, because Buster 

Crabbe didn't know what he was doing. The show was an absolute bust. It was all 

rah, rah; American flags and the Europeans were looking at us like 'what the heck 

do we need with the American flag and singing the National Anthem.' When we 

got to Paris the question was whether we should redo the show with the money put 

away for our passage home so that it would be more acceptable to European 

audiences, or whether we pack our things and go home. And so it was put to a vote 

of all the performers. Well, you could imagine, all of us youngsters having a ball in 

Paris ... the vote was let's take the money and redo the show! 

Anyway, there I was, having a glorious time in Europe with the Water Show until 

we got to Milano. And when we got to Milano, we played in a venue, "Palacio Del 

Giacho". And that means the Ice Palace. We carried our own equipment with us, 

but we needed water to fill our pools, our diving pool and our swimming pool. And 

apparently the water that we used was water they used to make up the Ice Palace 

when our show wasn't there. 

So the water was cooooooooooooooooold! Ridiculously cold. And they were 

supposed to be heating it for us, and they had this weird contraption that was 

supposed to be heating the water, which was like a big drum with pipes circulating 

underneath it and there were 13 twigs with a little fire going. 
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And the water was 42° and Buster got in it and he was trying to coerce, entice, and 

cajole all ofus to get in there and swim. We were all saying how cold it was, but 

come opening night, we tried to do the show, and we dove in. As we dove in and 

took our positions in the pool, you could hear all the swimmers uttering all these 

profanities. And when we got out of the water, the ends of our fingers and toes 

were white, because there was no circulation. And a number of us said to Buster we 

were not going back in that water at that temperature. It was just ridiculous. 

And so they tried to heat it with this contraption that they had. And I don't 

remember how many shows we did in Milano, because it was getting cold but it was 

still too soon for the hotel to tum on the heat in the hotel. We complained about 

that. And they said, well, what you do is get into bed and pull the covers up so you 

could stay warm that way. So, it was getting to be bit of a chore. 

And we went from Milan to Turino. It was even colder in Turino and the water was 

still about 40°-42°-43°-45° so I said to Buster. .. and by that time I had developed a 

rapid heartbeat. It was going terrrrrnnnn ! I went to see a so called heart 

specialist, in either Milan or Turino, and the guy told me to take some honey ... or 

some silly thing. I went to Buster and said: 'I've had it. And I'm leaving. I'm out 

of here.' 

And by that time, my boyfriend's family decided for sure I was not worthy of their 

son, and so they did everything they could to make sure that we would not happen. 

I don't remember where they sent him, or what happened. But, he did not have the 

personal commitment, strength, to give up the life that he had with his very wealthy 

parents, who gave him everything he wanted and needed in the future for little me. 

So that was the end of that. It was fun while it lasted. 
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Law School - UCLA Law 

JDK: 

ASO: 

JDK: 

ASO: 

JDK: 

And so, I knew I had to do something, and really wanted to go to law school. I got 

connected with a lady friend of mine, whom I'd met when studying for the LSAT. 

She lived in West Los Angeles, and offered me a place to stay. Still, I am without 

any means of support, and it was very gracious of her to do that for me. I' 11 never 

forget her kindness in my life. We studied for the LSAT together, and I took it. I 

didn't do extraordinarily well, but I did well enough. And I applied and it was just 

the third class at the new UCLA Law School. They were considering a certain 

number of women applicants. I had had good grades undergrad, as a. consequence 
( 

of that fortuitous acquaintanceship with those kids who studied and gave me some 

pretty good study habits. So, I was one of the few women who were accepted. 

I had some trouble because there were some people who attempted to prevent my 

getting into law school. I think they saw me as a threat to their life style. 

Fortunately, I confided in the Dean of the Law School and told him what the 

situation was and he accepted me into law school. 

That would be Dean L. Dale Kaufman. 

That was Dean L. Kaufman. 

He certainly did not have a reputation being favorable to women. 

Absolutely did not, but he was very sensitive to the point I was making. I'm not so 

sure I was one of the top applicants in terms of scores, my grades were good, my 

scores on the SAT were okay; he did allow me to get in. 

My first class at UCLA Law School was about a couple of hundred and I think were 
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ASO: 

JDK: 

only nine women. At the end of the first year, the above was down to maybe, say, 

125, and there were four or five women. Then, finally, the graduating class, we 

were only about 90 and we had two women. Two women were all that was left. 

Ann Pierce. But, in that third year, Bonnie Martin transferred in from Utah. So 

Bonnie, who became a Los Angeles Superior Court Commissioner and Judge, was 

in my class. So, it ended up three women graduating out of that class. 

Ordin: Were there any supportive women's organizations? 

We had a little legal sorority. It didn't have an overview on the role of women in 

society, or women lawyers or anything else. One of the sororities was on UCLA 

Law School campus and it had a national policy of discrimination. I don't 

remember whether it was against Blacks and Jews or Blacks, Jews and Mexicans, or 

everybody. A lot of the women at UCLA said, "Let's not affiliate with that group, 

they've got these nasty discriminatory practices." Which I thought was a good 

position on their part, but, I took another position. I said, "Wait a minute, we can 

do better than that. Let's take on this organization, and we will work from within to 

change those bylaws so that we can eliminate that discriminatory language. I was 

one of the people that stayed and pushed that change. A Los Angeles attorney, 

Evelyn Whitlow was a willing participant. 

She was a boomer, and she was one of the key factors in that project. She was one 

of the worker bees on that project and did a great job. Here was UCLA, supposed to 

be one of the more liberal law schools, but, they had certain policies in place which 

were extraordinary. They allowed law firms to dictate to them the kind of people 

they wanted to interview from graduating classes. In other words, "we don't 

interview any women." We had one Black who became a Superior Court judge. 

And, UCLA let them get away with that. I didn't have an opportunity to interview 

with any private law firms. There was only one woman, I think, in the very first 

graduating class, few in the second class including Dorothy Nels on, and three in our 
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class. None of us had offers from the establishment law firms. 

Bonnie Martin went to USC and worked with Dorothy Nelson, who became dean of 

USC law school and then a judge on the 9th Circuit. I think Bonnie got a Masters in 

law working with Dorothy over there. Bonnie Martin didn't know how to drive. I 

said, "Bonnie you can't be a lawyer and compete with men without being able to 

drive a car. That is just too crazy. You can't do that." She learned to drive. 

There was a point in my life when I recognized discrimination against women for 

what it was. It was like an epiphany. It just hit me, and that was when I was in the 

State Attorney General's office. I was supposed to be getting an elevation, yet 

when I was talking to the head of the office, it became clear to me from this man, 

that I wasn't going to do much of anything there because I was a wo~an. 

At that point in time I made a commitment to myself that I would devote a certain 

portion of my every day to try and to eliminate discrimination against women. I 

would work in that venue and dedicate myself. So, everywhere where I saw that 

sort of thing happening, I was supersensitive to it. 

And, as you know, a whole lot of women never did get sensitized to this issue. 

And, it was pretty hard to get through to a whole lot of them. Sometimes you can 

get through to them, but a lot of women refused to recognize that somebody could 

discriminate against them just because they were women. 

In any event, when we started having some more women in the profession, a few 

women here, and here, it occurred to a lot of us that we would be a lot more 

effective, if we spoke with a united voice as contrasted with individuals crying in 

the dark. The Blacks were the first to do that. The women took a page out of the 

Black organization books. They were successful in their organizing efforts. We 

were to follow their lead. 
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ASO: 

JDK: 

ASO: 

JDK: 

ASO: 

JDK: 

And, now, we work together and help each other. 

Tell us more about your experience in law school. We know how few women 

students there were. Were there any female faculty? 

No, there was one woman who sort of did everything. I can't remember her name 

but she was a wonderful woman. But there was no female faculty member. No 

such thing as that. 

Do you remember what it was like to be one, if not the only woman, in class in 

those days? 

Well, ~t wasn't a very comfortable environment. Nobody made it a comfortable 

environment. People who went to law school had in mind that a certain personality 

was necessary and they weren't enamored of the fact that there were women who 

would be practicing. Many of them expressed openly to me that they felt I had no 

business being there because I was only going to get married, have kids, stay home 

and waste a seat for some guy who could have had a career. They made generally 

negative comments, that were pretty much sexist and reflected a very biased 

attitude. And for the most part I just ignored them, although I did do a little 

responding here and there and ... 

Knowing you I could imagine a little responding here and there. 

Yeah, I did a little responding here and there. 

There was a negativism from a number of the male law students and I figured some 

of them thought a lot more things that they didn't say. And there were others who 

were nice to me. Nice guys, and by that time, I was married to one of them. 
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ASO: 

JDK: 

You met him in law school? 

I met him in law school. We played a lot of beach volleyball together and studied 

together. We were part of a law study group. It was sure a lot better than the first 

year. By the time I was married, I had a support group with me, and I was on my 

way to actually graduating law school. It was a pretty good feeling. 

My husband's family had doubts. His father was very eager that he get through law 

school. I remember one time we went to visit his father and his father talked to his 

son while I'm standing right there. His father didn't like the idea of our getting 

married, because he said he wanted his son to be sure to get through law school. At 

that time, I had the guts to speak up and say, you don't want him to get through law 

school any more than I want him to get through law school, so, believe me, we have 

a motivated group here, so don't you worry. We're all going to get through law 

school.' 

During my first year of law school, I also had a job working for the Department of 

Recreation and Parks. I was the Director of a Playground, so I could set my hours. 

I could have the kids in to dance around the May Pole, then schedule 2 o'clock, and 

then at 3 o'clock in the afternoon and take my classes in the morning. Or I could 

have the big kids in the neighborhood who wanted to play volleyball in at 7 and 8 

and 9 o'clock at night into the gym and have the classes in the morning. I could 

arrange my schedule to accommodate my job. And it really was a pretty good job. 

So, I did that for a while, and it gave me an opportunity to study. 

I understand law school didn't know I was working. They allegedly had a policy 

against working. They said, "We don't have a night school here, you're not 

supposed to work, you're to devote your whole time to study law." Oh, brother. 
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And for a while I was living with my aunt out in Glendale and she had a 25 watt 

bulb in this sparsely furnished room where I was trying to study and read by that 

thing. I didn't tell them I was working, but I had to work. Let's just face it. So I 

took fewer classes, which meant I had to go to summer school. I did go to summer 

school and graduated one semester beyond my class and that was that. 

But anyway, when my husband graduated, he got a job immediately with the State 

Attorney General's office. I used to go up to visit. I was still in school at the 

time ... I used to hang out there, and I met Frank Mackin, Judge Mackin, who was 

the head of the office at the time. He was a very nice guy. And I met a lot of folks 

in the office and finally, when I graduated mid-year, I was offered a position in the 

Attorney General's office. 

The State Attorney General's Office 

~,~s A,~gele~ Office,,June 3~.r}96~ 

JDK: And I thought well, ain't that fun. So I accepted, but I had to take a reduction in 

pay to get this cushy job with the Attorney General's Office. 

I had been making about $370.00 a month with the Department of Parks and 

Recreation. I then was getting about $260.00 a month, to be a lawyer with the 

Attorney General's Office. But I was in the Attorney General's office and doing 

interesting work, working on criminal briefs with Elizabeth Miller. Marv left and 

went out in private practice with some trial lawyers, but I stayed in the office. 
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ASO: 

JDK: 

ASO: 

JDK: 

What kind of a practice did he have? 

Well, he went with a prominent divorce firm and developed expertise in that area 

and is still doing that. He has a reputation for being a specialist in dissolution work, 

divorce work. 

So what part of the office in the Attorney General's office did you work? 

Well, everybody who came in did criminal appeals for a while, and then I was in the 

Civil Division. I had different clients, like the Department of Fish and Game. I 

used to go to court to forfeit the big fishing nets. The Department of Fish and Game 

had people observing the waters and policing the Fish and Wildlife Code. When 

guys were fishing with the wrong kind of net in the wrong place or the wrong fish 

or maybe the wrong time, then they would be cited and our office would try the 

cases. People v. One Fishing Net. 

And these were huge nets; they cost as much as $50,000. I would go into court, 

usually down in Long Beach, because San Pedro was where all this was taking 

place and have a trial against this "Net." 

And we'd put the Department of Fish and Game warden on the stand and lay the 

foundation for all the information we needed and then the net would be forfeited. 

And the fishermen down there had a way of handling that. The net would be 

forfeited. The net would be put up for sale, for auction, and all the other fishermen 

refused to bid on it, so the guy who had the net forfeited would be able to buy it in 

at a cheap price. 

So in effect we went through all this hassle, and what it amounted to was the 

offending fisherman would end up paying a fine of X amount, which would be the 

17 



ASO: 

JDK: 

ASO: 

JDK: 

amount it cost him to buy the net back. They all did the same thing. So they played 

this merry little game for a while. 

Then, I represented the Department of the California Highway Patrol. And I would 

sue for damage done to their vehicles and I had some fun doing those cases. Then a 

lot of my work was forfeiture of cars which had been used to transport narcotics. 

Instead of People v. Fishing Net, I was now trying People v. One 1957 Chevy two 

door. 

They were still doing forfeiture cases 10 years later when I was in the AG's office 

and sometimes it was very sad, because it was the car of the parents, not of the 

person who was transporting the marijuana or whatever it was. 

Yeah, well, I thought that was a weird law, but I forfeited a lot of cars. I graduated 

from that assignment. I represented the State of California when it was sued and I 

defended the State in some interesting lawsuits. I remember one of them, quite 

vividly. There was a huge log that rolled up onto Pismo Beach. It injured a child 

who was playing on the beach, and they sued the State for negligence in the 

maintenance of the beach. 

So I found myself going up to Pismo Beach and San Luis Obispo and taking 

depositions up there. I used to take my kids with me. And they used to go to court 

with me - that was kind of fun. 

How long were you in the Attorney General's Office? 

Well, I was in the Attorney General's office until I was appointed to the bench. I 

was appointed to the bench 1963. The AG at the time was Pat Brown. And I 

remember Pat Brown very vividly. He had a very warm personality. "How are 

ya?!" "How ya <loin'?!" kind of thing all the time. And he was thinking of running 
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for Governor, and I remember his asking everybody in the office, "You think I 

oughta run?" "You think I oughta run?" I said "Yeah, I think you oughta run. 11 And 

he did run. 

Did you have your first child while you were in the State Attorney General's office? 

I sure did. It was kind of a funny bit. We had a carpool, called the Westside 

Carpool, Eddie Belasco, Jay Shavelson and Norm Epstein, now an appellate justice, 

and I was pregnant at the time. As time was passing, these guys thought maybe we 

might have to deliver a baby here,' and so they got all kinds of stuff for the car "just 

in case we're going to have to deliver the baby. 11 Norm Epstein, who is now, of 

course, a Presiding Justice, and I have had warm relations over the years. H e seems 

more like a brother to me than· a colleague. And he's just an extraordinary person. 

How did the office react to having one of their deputies pregnant? 

Let's see, if I can remember. I don't remember reactions, if any. There were very 

few women in there ... Ariel Hilton, Liz Miller, me, Alberta Gatoni, and I think that 

was it. And then there were a couple of others up North ... 

Doris Maier. 

That's right. .. Doris Maier. And I don't know about Sacramento. Whether they had 

any women there at all, but we had our areas ... Ariel Hilton, I don't know what she 

did ... but Liz Miller was in charge of all the criminal stuff. And Alberta Gatoni was 

in charge of overseeing growing crops. 

And it was very difficult to be a Grade 4, which was the equivalent of making 

partner in a firm. Particularly for the women because we would take the test with 
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the guys; and the guys got the veterans' points and the women didn't get the 

veterans' points, so we very seldom got to be a Grade 4. 

And not that I was knocking guys for getting points for having served in the 

military, but they didn't want me in the military. I tried to join the military. And I 

thought it was unfair, but whatever. 

Along with discrimination in promotions, were there other examples of unfairness? 

Was there maternity leave at that time? 

Oh no. Heck no. I worked until the day the baby was born, and I came back 3 

weeks later. But, there were examples of fairness too. Norm Peek was in the AG's 

office, and he was the one who was supposed to take that leadership position I 

didn't get. He was so upset about that, that he told the head of the office. 'I'm not 

going to do it. That belongs to her, she's next in line, she's next in line and it 

should be hers.' And I thought that was pretty dam nice of him. I'll never forget 

him. 

Did you have another child while you were ... 

I had two kids while I was in the AG's office. I also had a divorce and a 

remarriage ... Did the whole thing ... Yeah. I did. 

Where did you meet your new husband? 

In the AG's office. He was a very smart lawyer, representing some very interesting 

agencies, race tracks and medical boards. Of course, he was a Grade 4, but then he 

had been in the service in the Air Force. He worked with Warren Deering, a Senior 

Supervisor. And Warren Deering couldn't give women the time of day; he thought 

we were from another planet. But my husband was able to work with him and they 
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worked well together. I thought it was a good office, even though there were some 

rough spots around the edges. 

Did you have any Bar association or any other support groups in those years when 

you were still in the state AG's office? 

No, I don't know that I was affiliated with any Bar association. There were no 

women's bars that I recall. I was trying to do my job, raise a couple kids, schlep 

back and forth, resolve one marriage, and start a new one. It was kind of a tough 

life. 

Did you consider asking for flexible time to try and raise your family, and take care 

of personal business? 

I never even contemplated it; it was not even on the radar. And I wouldn't have 

even thought of it, let alone ask someone about it. But just to show you how what 

goes around comes around sort of thing, when I became the Presiding Justice (P J), 

the first woman appointed as a P J on the Court of Appeal in this State, there were 

certain things I did. I made sure that women got a fair shake. There were no women 

in the Clerk's office here, when I first came on board. We had a Clerk who said 

there would never be any women in his office, "Over my dead body are there going 

to be any women in this office". Well, that changed in a hurry. The second thing 

was I instituted a procedure to give the women who were pregnant time-off. If I 

hadn't had those early on experiences and developed a perspective, I might not have 

done that. 

We talked a lot about the gender issues in the State Attorney General's office and 

the legal profession during those years, what about people of color? Were there 

minorities and other people of color in the State AG' s office? 
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JDK: I can't remember his name, but when I was there as I recall there was one black 

Deputy AG. And other than that, a lot of Jewish guys, but in terms of minorities, 

Hispanics-we didn't have any. 

Judge of the Los Angeles Municipal Court 

ASO: Let's talk about your early days in Municipal Court 

criminal practice. It was the time of legends that became the 

grist for Los Angeles crime novels, and the beginning of the 

careers of legendary African American criminal defense 

lawyers, Charlie Lloyd and Johnnie Cochran. I remember an 

early woman judge who became a media phenomenon. 

JDK: Yes, I saw her arrive first in her pink outfit, on her 

first day. The next day I was in the garage and I saw her 

again. She had an identical outfit again. Which is maybe 

not remarkable, maybe she didn't get home that night or 

Judge Klein 1970 who knows, she was out of, her stuff was at the cleaners, etc. 

The third day she had the same outfit on again. By now, everybody's beginning to 

notice and thinking that's kind of strange, nobody does that. She wore that outfit, 

that same outfit, I think it was for two to three weeks. Everybody in the Courthouse 

was talking about it. Now either she had a whole bunch of identical outfits or she 

was wearing the same one. That was her pink time. And, her clerks of course knew 

about it. She then got transferred to traffic and she did a pink number down there. 

She had everything that she could paint pink painted pink. She tried to get a pink 

phone. And, I think everybody around during that time remembers when she was 

stopped by a traffic officer and she said something to him about she would blow 

away his "cajones" or something to that effect if he gave her a ticket. 

Then she went to felony preliminary hearings because, everybody figured, she 
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couldn't do any harm there. At that time, the law, with respect to felony 

preliminary hearings, it's been changed since, but at that time, if a judge dismissed, 

a felony charge at a preliminary hearing, it could be refiled. So there wasn't any big 

deal, except for the time consumption to refile and reprocess it. I was in that same 

building and I would go up in the elevator with her and she had this little dog she 

brought with her. She had this little dog and it was sitting on a little pillow and she 

would truck this little dog to work with her and she would expect her Clerk daily to 

take her little dog out to take care of itself. At that same time, she had fake birds in 

a cage in her chambers and you could hear these things. "Tweet, tweet, tweet" .... 

singing away, fake birds singing away in her chambers and you could hear it in her 

court room. And, she had some statement over the entrance to her chambers from 

which the prisoners would come and it was some kind of a religious statement "God 

Comes With You" or "God Will Help You." 

She got to be so strange, that the Judicial Commission decided to take a look at her. 

They set a hearing and I had to testify to all this crazy stuff about her. I understand 

after she left the bench, that she went to New York. You're right about the stuff of 

legends. 

When I was over there in Division 40, I got to know a lot of great, great guys. 

Charlie Lloyd, one of the best criminal lawyers around and Johnny Cochran, 

another great lawyer. I appointed Charlie Lloyd to represent indigent murder 

defendants in preliminary hearings. I started him off on his career and he did a very 

good job. No BS, no extensive, needless cross-examination. He made a first class 

record. So, he earned his stripes, working felony prelims. Then he went into 

private practice and became a big time, well paid criminal lawyer. 

When I decided I was going to run for the Superior Court, these guys who practiced 

before me in the criminal bar were most kind. Most kind in terms of supporting me, 

and donating money and whatever else they could do to help, like newspaper 
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endorsements. I remember we had a big party at a big hall out in West Hollywood 

somewhere. We must have had 1,000 people there. It was a bash. It was one of the 

best parties I had ever been to, with this cross-section of criminal defense lawyers, 

and all kinds of other people there. During the evening, there was a little skit, and 

Johnny Cochran did a "Here comes the judge" skit. He had some of weird wig on 

and a big gavel and a robe - "here come da Judge, here come da Judge." It just blew 

me away. I was so fond of Johnny Cochran. I respected him so much and I 

appointed him on cases too. 

It was a very, very interesting experience working in Municipal Court and Division 

40. I used to handle the extradition cases and I used to set bail for everybody who 

was charged. On Monday mornings, we had this huge docket of prisoners sitting in 

the jury box. Those people were brought in for purposes of arraignment and bail 

setting. 

I remember one woman who was charged with using a gun and inflicting injury as a 

result of a shooting, and her attorney said "If your Honor please, this woman was 

forced into prostitution by this guy and she couldn't get away from him. He kept 

her in a state of bondage for a long time and finally she was at her wits' end and she 

shot him in the area where she thought she could do the most damage to him, and it 

seems to me, we ought to be giving her a medal rather than setting a high bail. That 

had an impact on me. 

I can imagine. 

So, I set a reasonable bail for her. Another incident stands out. I'm sitting up there, 

handling hundreds of people every day and there was a man standing in front of me, 

who kept saying "Yes, your Honor sir. Yes sir." And, I was getting a little ticked 

off by his continuing reference to me as "sir". But I didn't say anything, for what 

reason, I'm not quite sure. Knowing who I am, I might have said something, but 
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I'm glad I didn't, because I later found out that he was blind, and he didn't know I 

was a woman and he was just trying to be polite. One morning at about 3 :00 a.m., I 

received a call to come to court to arraign Sirhan Sirhan, who was accused of 

shooting Bobby Kennedy at the Ambassador Hotel. I arrived and all the brass was 

there. He refused to say anything, so we made a record of the event and went on 

about our business. He is still serving a life sentence in California's prison system. 

It was a fascinating assignment. One of the most fascinating periods of my life as a 

judge was spent on Division 40 of the L.A. Municipal Court. 

Appellate Judicial Career 

ASO: 

JDK: 

ASO: 

You have had a lustrous career on the Court of Appeal, after being appointed by 

Governor Jerry Brown during his first term as Governor in the 1970s. Tell us 

something about your career on the appellate court then and now. 

Well, when I was first appointed, I was a bit overwhelmed, because I came in as a 

Presiding Justice, an Administrative Presiding Justice, which was quite unusual. I 

was the only female to serve in that position at that time. I came into a Division 

that was highly entrenched with three male judicial colleagues, who'd been around 

for a long, long time and they didn't welcome me with open arms. 

Governor Brown appointed Rose Bird, the first woman on the high court to be 

Chief Justice. She needed some support from the women in California to attain that 

position. I, along with a number of other key women, helped in that endeavor. 

Thereafter, she recommended that there be a woman in every appellate district in 

the state. 

I remember the controversy about whether Governor Brown should have appointed 

Rose Bird, the first woman on the high court, directly as Chief Justice or whether 
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she should have been appointed as a member of the Court, what do you remember 

about that? 

Chief Justice Rose Bird 

JDK: Some of the complaints about her were that she had not had 

sufficient experience to assume that lofty spot. But, a number of 

the women who were supporting her decided to do some research 

as to prior appointees into the spot of the Chief Justice, and lo and 

behold, they found that a great number of them did not have any 

more experience than Rose Bird. 

So, that was a pretty much a false issue. But, she still was 

the first woman, and there were objections to her on that basis, 

and the organized women in the state felt that that the criticism was grossly unfair. 

We decided to do whatever we could do to assist her. So, as I say, we had groups of 

young women who were doing research and a number of us went to see the 

Republican Attorney General, Evelle Younger, who was going to vote on her 

appointment. 

The Attorney General was one member of the Commission on Judicial 

Qualifications; the other two were the Senior Presiding Justice in the state and the 

Chief Justice. A judicial candidate for the Supreme Court must get two votes to 

confirm. The women told Attorney General Younger that they expected him to cast 

a vote in favor of her, that he could expect some resistance among women in the 

State of California to his future candidacy if he voted against her. 

I don't know whether that was a factor, but I would imagine it was. In any event, 

she was confirmed and she knew that she had support from organized women's 

group, and various other groups who had an interest in seeing that women were 

treated fairly. 
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Being appointed at all to the Court of Appeal was a bit of a shock for me. I was 

offered a 90-day appointment in San Diego. I just had a glorious time working with 

Gerald Brown, Presiding Justice of the Fourth District. He was so receptive to me 

as a person, and such a fun guy to work with. He had strong feelings. He couldn't 

stand smoking and wouldn't allow anybody on his Court to smoke within the 

confines of the Court. They had to go out in the public hall to smoke. We had a 

great time together. And, I was offered a permanent position in San Diego. I said, 

thank you, but I've got a husband who's a lawyer, who lives in Los Angeles, and I 

cannot accept it. 

I didn't want to turn it down, I said keep me in mind if you get a vacancy in Los 

Angeles, and people said, "Are you nuts, you turned down a position on the Court 

of Appeal, you'll never get that chance again." And lo and behold, I did get the 

chance again and when I got appointed I came in here with the first three gentlemen 

who were probably disappointed. 

The names of the three gentlemen? 

Jim Colby, who used to be a senator, and ... 

... And had a very charming manner. 

Oh, he was a good guy; I really, really liked him. The other two were Rodney K. 

Potter and John Allport. So here were these three guys who had crew-cuts and here 

was I a young female P J. 

And you were the boss ... 
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I was the boss, but Jim Colby should have been appointed as the P J~ and I should 

have been an associate. But, in speaking with Rose and she said to me, "If I could 

go in as Chief Justice, you can go in as PJ!" I said, "I'll do it." 

And, the Justices were gracious and polite, but quite reserved and I had to earn my 

keep there. I really had to earn my place and that was OK with me. I didn't get 

much help from the system. I kind of learned on the job and it was difficult. 

Usually the Presiding Justice gets to select chambers, and the natural selection of 

chambers for the Presiding Justice would have been the big corner office, but James 

Colby was ensconced in that office and I was not about to say, "Get out." 

Good thinking. 

You know, "No way, Jose" was I going to do that. But, I walked quite fine line for 

a lot of years there working with those gentlemen. They came to respect me, and we 

were a functioning division, but it was a tough time. 

What role did your research clerks play in getting you through that tough road? 

I had some pretty good people right off the bat, and we had some difficult cases 

early on also. And, we worked very diligently. As a matter of fact, one of the 

people who applied to work with me from UCLA, was a bright young woman 

named Suzette Clover who is now on the bench! 

Of course, it wasn't all administration, I had a major case. Sindel!. It was an issue 

of women using a drug which made women sterile. And, the issue was whether a 

cause of action could be stated against all the drug companies, as contrasted with 

being able to identify the responsibility of a specific drug maker. So we relied on 

the theory of the old case about a hunting accident and there was the individual who 
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was hit by bullets and they were out hunting and the Court said "Hey, we don't 

know which one of these guys fired the shot, but the burden shifts to the defendant." 

We took that old established case and we ran with that and said the burden shifts to 

the drug companies. 

That was one of my very first cases, and a tough case for a new justice who really 

wasn't up to speed yet. We worked very diligently on that one. The Supreme Court 

took it in a hurry and confirmed our theory of the case and expanded on it and 

caused there to be proportionate liability among the drug companies. 

I had other major cases too, and it was very challenging but it was a lot of fun and I 

really enjoyed it. And, coming in, the way I did, as an Administrative Presiding 

Justice, I had some administrative duties also and had to meet with the various 

presiding justices in the other divisions in the Second Appellate District. 

Various persons were appointed to the Court and moved on. One of them was 

Armand Arabian, appointed by a Republican Governor. He and I used to talk all 

the time. He was very close to Deukmejian the Governor at the time, and I used to 

say, "You must get some women on the bench." And, so he and I used to discuss 

who's available for appointment. We kept looking around and Joyce Kennard was 

working in the Court of Appeal as a research attorney. Judge Arabian got to know 

her and like her. He thought she was a very bright person who could be counted on 

philosophically in certain areas where he and the Governor had similar points of 

view. He decided to groom her for the Supreme Court. 

And, he did. She's on the Supreme Court. So, Joyce was in part a result of our 

communications. He and I had a good time working together. He and I enjoyed his 

sense of humor and he did a good thorough job with his cases. 
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Yes, Elwood Lui came on board and was with us for a short time. He did not like 

the work, and he and one of the other justices didn't get along too well, and the next 

thing I know, Elwood Lui said goodbye and he went on the bigger and better things, 

as we all know. He's made a strong reputation for himself in public service and as a 

superb lawyer in private practice. 

Justice Lui, Justice Arabian, Justice Danielson and, Justice Klein 

But, he didn't like the 

Court, it was not his cup of tea 

and he recognized it and moved 

on. And, that's fine. He's doing 

well and enjoys what he is doing. 

So, anyway, different ones came 

and went and then I ended up 

with the Justices I have now, 

which is just extraordinary. 

We, as a division, have probably worked together longer than any other four 

Justices in the state. And, we have a culture, wherein we are so mutually respectful 

and work so hard at sharing our opinions and discussing among ourselves where our 

opinions are going, and never attack one another. 

We debate and argue vigorously but we don't call anybody stupid, and we enjoy 

oral argument. We find that sometimes we change our mind after oral argument. 

We meet before we go on the bench and point out tentative areas and after. We 

work very, very well together and enjoy each other's company. We enjoy the 

culture in the division. We are respectful of the secretaries and research attorneys 

and it's just a very pleasant atmosphere around here in which to work. 

What a difference that makes. 
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And, we have a reputation for that and I'm delighted with that. 

And the names of your other justices now? 

Justice Walter Croskey, who is the insurance expert, Justice Patti Kitching who has 

an expertise in tax and Justice Richard Aldrich, who has expertise as a successful 

trial lawyer with special knowledge in medical malpractice cases. I don't know 

what kind of expertise I have but, I take advantage of others' expertise. 

You may be one of the last standing generalists around. 

There you go, that's what I consider myself. 

What do you think of the practice from your vantage point? Have you seen a 

change in the quality of the practice? 

I could go down 14 different alleys, down many streets and give you lots of stuff. 

But I now conclude there is a need for appellate expertise in representing clients. 

Your research attorney, he's been with you 20 years. That's really amazing. 

My other research attorney also. And, it is remarkable that given my background, 

I'm the only Justice on the Court who has three male clerks. 

Of all the justices! 

Of all the justices who would be considered to have strong women clerks! I have 

three male clerks! 
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Quality is quality. 

Quality is quality. Yeah, we've worked very, very well together. We're mutually 

respectful. Again, it's a give and take and it's kind of a common sense approach. 

Bottom line, any opinion we put out is what I consider to be the essence of the law, 

and that is fair and reasonable. 

Everything about the law in my book is to be judged by that standard. 

It's been a pleasure to see the increase in appellate lawyers with expertise. And, 

also it's been a pleasure to see more women appearing as appellate counsel. 

Didn't you see the women from the State Attorney General's office, in the early 

years? 

Well, I don't remember whether they argued their cases. But, I recognize now, t~at 

compared to many years that I've been on the bench, it ·certainly has changed. I'm 

glad to see some kind of equality. 

I think you can feel proud that you've been a part of that. We've been talking about 

your career, first the practice of law, and then your judicial career. You really had a 

whole third career which was involvement in organizations, designed to assist the 

professionalism of women. Talk a little bit about your efforts. 

Organizational Successes 

JDK: Well, when I was growing up, I never thought of myself as being different from my 

brothers. I just never appreciated that I lived in a society where women and girls 

were second class citizens, where they didn't have the same rights and expectations 

as boys and men. As a very young girl, I always considered myself as good as my 
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brothers. It came as a shock to me to see it wasn't seen that way in the rest of the 

world. But I should have known there was a difference, because I saw the 

relationship between my mother and my father. 

And as we have talked about, one voice can be ignored. An organization that's 

city-wide, state-wide is going to be a louder voice, a lot more difficult to ignore. So 

we put together, a first ever organization, the women lawyers, the California 

Women Lawyers. 

Sometime in the 60's. 

Sometimes in the 60's, we met down in San Diego. Joanne Garvey from San 

Francisco and Judith McConnell, who is now the Administrative Presiding Justice 

in San Diego in the Court of Appeal. 

Also, a number of women from up and down the state, Fresno, San Francisco. They 

had a Bar association up there at that time, I think they had called it the Queen's 

Bench, and we had Women Lawyers of L.A. 

In Los Angeles, there had been a social women lawyers group, getting together and 

having tea parties. And, that was fine, but I had difficulty affiliating with such a 

group because my agenda certainly wasn't getting together to see who made the 

best cookies. There was a second women's bar in Los Angeles at the time which 

included people like Shirley Hufstedler and eventually the two organizations got 

together. 

So from these organizations, we gathered down in San Diego. We had 

representatives from the North and South, and we put together the statewide Bar 

Association: California Women Lawyers. I was the first provisional president. It 

was our effort to speak with a united voice as to legislation we needed to help 
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women or to propose, or to object, to support legislation, or to go to the Governor 

and say campaign for more women judges. 

So, we had a full agenda and we felt we could gain more results speaking with a 

united voice. Dean Drucilla Ramey of the Golden Gate Law School made us 

official on paper! 

California Women Lawyers has been one of the very first women's state bars, and 

has been very effective in speaking with the legislature, speaking with the various 

political boards throughout the state and to the Governor with respect to 

appointments to the judiciary. The only other state that had a comparable bar 

association was, of course, New York. They have always been out front. 

When I became a judge, and one of few, and was treated in a manner that was 

disrespectful not only by lawyers who came before us, but by our fellow members 

of the judiciary, it was, quite distressing 

The few of us who were on the Bench would get together during statewide 

meetings, there'd be maybe 10-12 of us and we would talk about our war stories. 

And, eventually, it came to those ofus who were organization minded, I, along with 

Justice Vaino Spencer, who is similarly disposed, about the possibility of a national 

organization of women judges. Judge Spencer had been doing this organizational 

activity with Black Lawyers and judges as long as I had, and longer. 

At this point, I had been recently appointed to the Court_ of Appeal, and I received a 

call from some alumnae of one of the major women's colleges on the East Coast, 

and this nice lady asked me if I could think of a project that might be appropriate 

for some students. 

I said, "Wow, if I could get a couple of those smart young college students in here 
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to help me with this project, we could go forward and I'll be damed if they didn't 

make available two or three of these glorious students. 

So we set about to put together a first meeting of women judges from all over the 

United States looking toward starting this organization. That was May or June. We 

set an October date and my husband said "Are you crazy, you don't have enough 

time!" And, I said, "Well, we'll see". The biggest problem we had was trying to 

identify women judges everywhere around the United States. 

There was a professor, Beverly Blair Cook, University of Minnesota or Minnesota 

University, who had researched women in the judiciary, in fact had written a book 

on it. I still have a copy, and one of the things she said was wouldn't it be 

interesting for these women get together in an association. We started with the 

information she had given us, and then these young women, through whatever 

communicative process they developed, began the project. We didn't have the 

computers and the internet and all the rest of that. We could have done it in a hurry 

now, but not then. They would call state judiciaries and find that they kept no 

information of that sort. It was a hunt and peck process of trying to identify women 

judges anywhere and everywhere, by any means possible. We did find some in 

New Y or~, Illinois, and a couple of other big states. 

There were some states where there were no women judges. They never heard of 

such a thing. 

Arizona women had asked me the year before if I would help them form a women's 

bar association. That was the first time I met Sandra Day O'Connor. I gave them 

suggestions as to how they might form a women's bar association. They had a 

couple of women judges as well and we invited them. 

Virginia women lawyers had asked me to do the same thing, and I went back to 
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Virginia, and Tennessee. 

I was most fortunate to meet with the best female organizational mind I know, 

Judge Martha "Cissy" Craig Daughtrey. She had taken the on ABA and totally 

changed the culture with her southern accent and her style. A former United States 

Attorney, District Attorney, Professor, and Justice of the Tennessee Court of 

Appeals and judges on the federal 6th Circuit, she has a great sense of humor and is 

very knowledgeable about people. She asked me to give her a hand putting together 

a Women's Bar at Vanderbilt. I had a lot of fun going to Tennessee and doing that 

with her. 

So we had a few women identified, and lo and behold, by the time October came 

around, we had a meeting in Westwood, California at the Marquis Hotel. We met 

and 125 women judges showed up and, I keep a picture of our group in my 

chambers, and close to my heart. 

First meeting National Association of Women Judges, Los Angeles 

ASO: Oh, that 

wonderful 

picture. Yes, 

I've seen that 

before. Oh my! 

JDK: And, we 

just had a 

glorious time. 

You could 

imagine, essentially with war stories, because they all came from the same place. 

We laughed and cried throughout the whole process. We came up with what that 
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we needed to form the organization, bylaws, statement of purpose and all that jazz. 

There we were, in business! Probably the key thing that we did early on was get 

together with Lynn Schenk in the Governor's office, and put together an agenda for 

the task force on discrimination against women in the court system. We had a judge 

in New Jersey who started the ball rolling. Judge Marilyn Loftus, was the first 

woman judge to go to her Chief Justice and say "we need this study group Chief, 

and appoint a committee and let's see what we find." 

Of course they found, believe it or not, sex discrimination, sexual and harassment in 

the system. 

This study went forward, and based on it. Recommendations were forth coming. 

They tried to implement cures, like modifying the initial set of courses that the 

judges take for judicial 

education, to advise on what is 

perceived as harassment, 

discrimination, bias, even if you 

don't know it. Education just 

among the judges at first, and 

then spread out as much as 

possible to the legal 

Justice Vaino Spencer, Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor and Justice Klein 

community, issues as minor as teaching lawyers not to say "Hi, Dearie" to a female 

judge, and when they're in court with a female attorney, not to say "Hello, Betty, 

your hair looks nice today" and a million more important issues. 

Reflections on Contributions 

ASO: Joan Dempsey Klein, we talked a lot about your early years. The years of running 

for office as a judge. We talked some regarding how it was you came on the Court 
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of Appeals as the first woman presiding justice. Why don't you tell me what you 

think is most important; what do you see as your contributions as a Court of Appeal 

Justice? 

That is an interesting question and I don't know if you asked 10 different Appellate 

Justices what they would find most significant about their contributions. Number 

one, I am a Presiding Justice and that role is different from Associate Justices in that 

you allegedly preside over the Division and the Justices, and although there is 

something spelled out minimally as to the various duties - it is pretty free flowing. 

First female presiding justice statewide! 

I think my impact has been my personality, just who I am -1 am a people person, 

and I am with a Division where we have worked together as a foursome, and a 

threesome, because there are four of us, but three on each case. We have worked 

together longer than any of the Divisions in the State in history. Part of that is as a 

consequence of the way I appreciate people, the way I give everybody his or her 

own space, the way I interact with them, kind of behind the scenes, pushing and 

pulling a little bit. Everybody is a free spirit and we have a very democratic outlook. 

Our Justices are H. Walter Croskey, who is the insurance giant of the world; Patti 
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Kitching who was formerly with 

Bank of America, and the 

Attorney General's Office; and 

Richard Aldrich, who was a big 

time trial lawyer and active with 

the Administrative Office of the 

Courts and helping the Chief 

Justice -- an interesting and 

smart group of people. 
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All appointed by different Governors? 

Yes, I think so. They are two Republicans, Kitching is a decline to state, and I was a 

Jerry Brown appointee. 

Jerry Brown was a very serious Democrat and Governor in the 1970's! 

Yes, he was and I was very interested to see him coming back decades later and 

saying, "Hey look, here I am what you really need right now. I'm an oldie but a 

goodie." In this Court we developed a culture, and I think I am pretty much 

responsible for that. It is kind of known throughout the Court of Appeal that we 

have this cultural interaction, and we give everybody his or her due and we kick 

everything around up one side and down the other. 

We never call lawyers stupid, but we do say, "You know you ought to look at case 

XYZ." And what we do, and some other Justices think it's just heresy, I guess, but 

when we're arguing among ourselves, before we take the bench, we bring 

everybody who has been involved in the case - the research attorneys who have 

been working on it - we bring those people in and say, Okay, how about this issue, 

etc. etc. - they are most familiar with the records. 

Tell me about your research attorneys. 

Well, they come from a variety of places. I have been with two my attorneys for 

20 years. One of mine is from UCLA. I think he came to me shortly after he 

graduated. He received almost the max on the LSAT - did extraordinarily well. He 

is a brilliant guy. The other attorney was at the court before me and he worked with 

a couple of Justices, one of whom retired. So, the three of us have been working 

together that long. Another one came from the Supreme Court. He worked on 

39 



ASO: 

JDK: 

ASO: 

JDK: 

ASO: 

JDK: 

criminal cases, and his wife was with the Mudd Colleges. He was looking for a job 

down here, and I was very happy to take him on as a first-class criminal law 

specialist. But the culture of the division is working together. I like people, I do 

well with people, I have a sense of humor, I respect them, and we're just fine. We 

like working with one another, we like coming to work, etc. 

At what point in the Opinion do you get the clerks and the Judges together? 

Well, if it is not a routine case, and we get a lot of routine cases obviously, if there 

is a sticky point in any given case, we will talk among ourselves before we decide 

which way we are headed, and we do that frequently. We'll have our research 

attorney with us and talk to one or two of the Justices who are on the case and say 

query: what are we going to do here, this is where we are with these points at this 

juncture, and do we want to step out, or do we want to take a conservative position? 

We consider ourselves pretty dam confident and we aren't afraid to put something 

out, if we think we are headed in the right direction. And, the Supreme Court has 

had a lot of our cases. As one of our Justices said the other day, "We are becoming 

the entire docket of the Supreme Court." 

How is your record up there after petitions for rehearing? 

It is good. We had a couple of reversals but it is pretty much affirmance of our point 

of view with some modifications around the edges. 

Is it still as challenging a role as it was when you first started? 

Not quite. It was a really strange environment. You know, that was 30 years ago. 

It was a strange environment for women generally and for me in that particular 

setting. I was anxious, and I use that word properly, very very much so and 

tentative, and concerned, and now I have grown into myself and my job arid I feel 
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secure and confident and I'm a whole different person. I have had the experiences 

of working with all these folks and I know my job. I know what needs to be done, 

and how to get the best out of everybody in. the Division. 

A massively different situation, but just kind of generally when I think about the 

role of women 30 years ago and the role now, look at you. I was so thrilled to sit 

over there the other day and see you sworn in as County Counsel of Los Angeles, 

another first for women. 

You and I kind of followed our own careers along the way and made observations. 

Meg Whitman ran for Governor of this State, and it is mighty different, and we now 

have 4 women on the California Supreme Court. The Chief Justice is a female of 

mixed race! 

And we finally have another woman on the U.S. Supreme Court, and desperately 

need one more. 

I have to comment; an Asian professor from Berkeley has been nominated to sit on 

the 9th Circuit, and members of the Senate are already taking pot shots at him, 

talking about "Oh, he is going to be a liberal activist, etc." And then I think of the 

U.S. Supreme Court opinion that came down recently about corporate entities and 

how they are "persons." That is the biggest jump I have ever seen that court take, 

or any court! 

The most activist position, and they, are going to do the same thing with the 

interpretation of the Second Amendment. God forbid, ifwe get Roe v. Wade up 

there. What they are going to do with that? 

But it is the most activist Supreme Court we have had in history. For a couple of 

Senators to say "He's an activist, we can't confirm him. (Referring to Justice Lui.) 
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I was asking about challenges - has the job become routine? I mean, you certainly 

could have retired long ago. Do you still get a sense of accomplishment and 

enjoyment from this job that you now know so well? 

Oh, yes, I do. I can't think of a better job, unless I were the Pope, where I could 

have maximum power. But, this is a great job, I love it, and I do feel that I am 

doing something incrementally good in the State of California and possibly in the 

United States. I am of a certain age that I could retire, but what would I do if I 

retired? 

As long as my brain cells are still functioning, I'm going to hang in there. If they 

aren't, and hopefully I will know, then I'll leave. But as of now, it is still a 

significant position and I enjoy it so much and I will stay. 

One of the things that is concerning me, I remember when I traveled around the 

world, particularly with the People to People organization. It's a group that started 

someplace in the middle portion of the United States, and it sponsors people of a 

certain background, to go to different countries and meet with similar specialists. If 

you are in the agricultural business and you have skills and knowledge, etc., the 

group takes maybe 20 great agricultural specialists in the United States and they go 

over to China and they suggest to China, "You know, you could get rid of this dust, 

if you plant more trees and stop sweeping the earth, and let growing start. 

They asked me if I would take the Judges around the world, so I did. We took four 

groups of women judges to China and various other countries. In some countries we 

found there were a number of "women judges," but their role in society really was 

not very much. They were taking care of scut work and the major opinion makers, 

in terms of the law, were all men, and they were in so-called Constitution Courts 

and they were pretty much politicians. 
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What I'm seeing in the United States now is that the Congress is not about to give 

raises to the people serving on the Federal Courts. Those wages are ridiculously 

low. So, you find in any culture in any situation, there's a gravitation of women to 

those positions. I want to see more women on the courts, but I don't want to see the 

courts become totally composed of females, because the men are going to the 

various law firms to make big bucks and it will only be the women who are doing 

judging. That lessens and diminishes the role of the judiciary in our society, and the 

impact of the decisions on our society. Unfortunately, I see that coming down the 

line. 

That is an interesting point, certainly there was literature in the 70's and the 80's 

about what happens to a female dominated occupation and the extent to which it is 

denigrated in the society. For example, in Russia lawyering was done 

predominately by women and it was not held in high repute. Do you really believe 

that today that still is a concern? 

What's of concern to me is this Congress. The state of the public fisc, we don't have 

any money. I heard one of the Senators saying, when the Chief Justice was asking 

for a pay raise, "They are making plenty of money, they are doing fine. We don't 

have to worry about them at all." Well, if they had to worry about them at all, they 

would have to figure we're going to need more money for the federal court system. 

They are not about to do that and I don't see any raising of salaries for the federal 

judiciary in the next decade. The justices and the judges in the State of California 

make more money than our counterparts on the federal bench. That is probably not 

the way it ought to be. 

But we are so confused with respect to a list of priorities in the United States right 

now, and I am in state of despair about our country right now. We are polarized, we 
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don't seem to have leaders, we don't seem to have people with vision and the guts to 

hang in there and maintain their visions. I don't know what is going to happen. 

Your personality, as you said, is grounded in being a people person. Do you regret 

not going into politics and trying to make those kinds of changes? 

Yes, I do. I wish the climate had been better for me because I think I would have 

been a good politician. I have a respect for our institutions, respect for people, and I 

could have made hard calls. And I think I have the intellect to sell what I believe in, 

but I just felt that people weren't ready for me. 

Thankfully, I, among people like yourself, and some first-class women are now in 

an environment, an atmosphere, particularly in the State of California and some 

other places, where women can now run for public offices. You have Carly Fiorina, 

and Meg Whitman running for governor, coming off of being hot shots at major 

corporations. Whitman feels this is a good time and she could be respected. We 

have Senators Feinstein and Boxer. 

We've been looking at that horrible earthquake in Chile, and we see a woman 

President. I was pleased when I saw her on the news with our Secretary of State 

Clinton. And, we had a woman running for President this time. We might in the 

next decade or two have a woman President. I am hoping we would have one in my 

lifetime. 

But, yes, I am sorry I didn't go that route, but what I am doing now I enjoy very 

much and I do have an impact. Then of course women have benefitted from our 

setting up the National Association of Women Judges and the International 

Association of Women Judges. 
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ASO: Tell me about your volunteer work and your roles in non-partisan politics. 

Volunteer Accomplishments 

JDK: Well, I think I mentioned to you before, I have been working with Justice Vaino 

Spencer, who was the first black woman appointed a judge in California. She and I 

met when we were on the municipal court, and we became close friends in 1963 and 

have been ever since. It wasn't a very friendly atmosphere back then, but we had a 

good time together. We had a vision, and together we started a number of 

organizations we thought would be of assistance to women moving along in 

positions and professions. 

Justice Spencer did a lot of work with the Black Women Lawyers, and then together 

with other interested women lawyers and judges, we started the California Women 

Lawyers. These organizations were started in the early 70's. We then put together 

the National Association of Women Judges, right around 1980, and that 

organization has maintained itself, and it is all over the United States. It also was 

the model for the very successful International Association of Women Judges. 

NA WJ has been a force to be reckoned with in any state where it is. They have 

contact with governors and with women who want to run for office, and with the 

law schools to encourage women, and where the lawyers get them to apply for 

judiciary and to run for judicial positions and to encourage women law students. 

That's what grew out of starting this organization; it took off. 

So, we said, why don't we try it on an international basis? We had a couple of 

women judges out of Washington D.C., Hon. Arlene Pacht in particular, who were 

willing to devote the time and energy to putting that together. The International 

Association of Women Judges has been so helpful to some of these lonely women 
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who act as judges in places such as Africa. Currently, they are meeting in Seoul. 

Judge Pacht deserves the credit for the IA WJ. 

To go to Seoul, South Korea, I think would be very interesting. They have a very 

strong self-identity. When I was watching the 2008 Olympics in China and I saw 

that young women win the gold in the figure skating, I thought, how significant that 

was not only to her, but the whole country of South Korea, because they have a real 

competitive spirit and they feel the national identity very strongly. I would assume 

that the women judges over there are really a committed group. I would like to 

know them and shake hands with them and congratulate them, but I will have to 

leave it to my sisters who are planning to attend this conference. 

But in any event, the International Association of Women Judges has been very 

helpful to women judges around the world who are trying to figure out their role, 

their leadership, what they can do, what they can't do, can they be in a leadership 

positions, is personal safety an issue, etc. 

One of the reasons we put the California Women Lawyers together was to have an 

organization that had a voice so we could go to the Legislature and say we need a 

bill that says X, and if we don't get a bill, legislators will answer to women lawyers 

who are organized throughout the State of California. It is surprising how the 

politicians react to group pressure. 

I don't know why we hadn't been organized sooner; the men had been doing it for 

years. What I find now, minority bars, they are a huge factor: If someone comes to 

me and inquires "can you help me, I want to get to the bench," I have questions. 

For example, an Asian women candidate who asked for my help recently, I asked 

her "are you a member of the Asian bar?" and she said "no." I told her "no," get 

herself organized, get involved with the group that identifies with you, that can help 

you, a group that has been through this process, can go to the Governor, tell the 
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Governor how many dollars and votes the Asian community is committing, etc., 

etc., etc. and make yourself a part of that group effort. 

And the next question is "are you a member of Women Lawyers of Los Angeles, 

and if answer is "no," I advise membership in that group also so she can be 

supported by these established groups that now can act and push and have an impact 

on the appointing authorities. If you are in an election, the L.A. Times will endorse, 

etc. Some very basic things that women now can do, thanks to some of us who had 

vision and worked hard trying to get things started a long time ago. 

Do you see, a real change in lawyers in general, women in particular, of not 

involving themselves as much in the volunteer bars and various organizations 

because the problems of the practice have become so demanding? 

Yes, that is an issue for young women who go with major law firms, and major law 

firms have a lot of pressure on them to hire young women. If you are a certain age, 

you graduate law school, and you find the right man and you think maybe I would 

like to have a couple of kids and it is that time of life. The law firms are demanding 

11 hour day, 60 hour weeks and that is something we have not yet adequately 

addressed. 

Somehow, someway, we need to come to grips with that and convince the law firms 

it is important for them to have some kind of an accommodation for women to give 

birth and to have some time to spend with their kids. For young fathers also, so is a 

very important time in one's life. But people are greedy and concerned with the 

bottom line, so that important issue is not discussed. 

I also get very distressed at young women who think once having a family, ah ha, I 

am making a life change here. However, the kids come and the kids go, and they 

are gone, and life goes on for another 30 or more years! If I had thought that I was 
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going to rear my kids and that was going to be my entire life, how wrong would that 

be! I am in my 80's now and I have been working my entire life and what would I 

have done, if I did not contemplate life after the kids were grown and gone. 

Women have to consider that by the time the kids get into high school, the kids 

really don't want mom involved in a lot of their affairs, they just assume mom will 

move on. That leaves mom maybe 10 years of solid time at home, and maybe 10 or 

15 years or more to pursue the career they were trained for! 

Educated women have to figure they are going to have all these years of doing 

something and it has to be something productive. If they are educated for years in 

medicine, agriculture, engineering, law, they must give back. They have to do that 

and they have to be a contributing member of society. Otherwise, it is unfair to 

women and the educational system. 

We really haven't given enough attention to this issue. What we have done is just 

get to the point of identifying the issue, okay, you women have spent X amount of 

time in law school, got A's and passed the bar and got yourself a job, but don't start 

thinking about where you are going to be in 20 years. It has to be long range 

solutions because if anybody has viewed any statistics, we are living a lot longer. 

There are the grandchildren and the great grandchildren? 

Sure, but how much time do you spend with grandchildren. I have grandchildren 

and I am happy to have grandchildren but they also do their own thing. 

You managed children, husbands, and grandchildren at a time when it was much 

more difficult to do that. Do you have any regrets about how you spent your time 

and how you allocated your time? 
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JDK: I guess I don't. I don't know, I didn't seem to have any choices. I seem to have this 

engine inside of me that propels me - sort of like straight ahead onward. My 

mental charting didn't allow me many options either. I just had a sense that I was 

going in a direction and I wasn't about to take a couple of detours along the way, 

which I saw as interfering with my movement forward. 

Do I have regrets? I tried to do the mom thing as best as possible. I had good 

housekeepers and I did the PTA thing, the Little League thing, studied with the kids 

at night and made sure the homework was done and that they understood how to 

study. I always had a family dinner, we were all together and we talked about what 

happened during the day and who did what and so on. We always took family 

vacations. 

So I did as much as I could possibly do, other than be there with my apron on when 

they got home from school or that sort of thing. You would have to ask them if they 

thought that they missed something as a consequence of my not being there as a full 

time mom for a period of time. I don't think they did. It wasn't all that challenging, 

really. I think it is kind of over sold to some extent. 

ASO: 

JDK: 

ASO: 

Justice Klein, Gov. Jerry Brown and Conrad Klein 

And your husband today, you have 

been married how long? 

We got married in the 60's, 

so it has been a long time. 

Is he still working? 

JDK: Yes, he is a trustee for Herbalife's Mark Hughes Trust. He was Mark Hughes' 

lawyer for a long time. Mark had this one little boy and he set up a Trust and made this 

child the beneficiary. Conrad was Mark's lawyer and very good friend, and he made 
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Conrad the Trustee of this multi-million dollar Trust. So Conrad is running that trust. 

Mark died way too young! 

You have both been so active in your professional lives. Did you get away for 

vacations? 

Oh yes. I never understood this, but I hear colleagues and other folks say "oh I'm 

going to retire so we can travel." My response is what are you waiting for, get out 

and go. Conrad and I have travelled all over the world. We made time for it and we 

have done that all our lives, so I don't have to retire to travel. I don't' know where I 

want to go next. I'm not so sure I would want to go anywhere right now. Things 

are kind of messy around parts of the world. 

Memoirs come to mind? 

I couldn't publish any memoirs while still alive. That would have to be 

posthumously done, or leave out significant portions. I really don't know, and I 

really should give that some thought. In the not too distant future I've got to think 

about the prospect of retiring, and my husband too. I have not been diligent about 

that, and probably I just don't like the idea of confronting the reality of it. 

There are those who never do retire. 

That's true. I am probably going to be in that category. Except that I remember one 

Justice on our Court who was in his 90's, and he was still on the Court, and 

somewhere along the way, he lost it. The problem with staying around a long time 

is that there is a point in one's life when you lose it and you don't know you lost it. 

If you pass that line, you are in a hideous position because people are going to be 

leaning all over you to quit and you're going to hang in there and say "there is 

nothing wrong with me, I don't need any help, get out of here, etc." 
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So it is very important to make sure you know you haven't reached that point. This 

poor justice had. I had known him for a long time in a different relationship and 

somebody asked me to talk to him. Well, I did, and, he was incensed, and in effect, 

said "mind your own damn business, I am going to "reup" and I am fine etc." That 

taught me a lesson. 

I had a friend who was on the court who said "I used to turn out those opinions by 

2:00 o'clock, but when he said I was still there at 5:30 or 6:00 p.m. and I was 

agonizing over word after word, He said I feel terrific, I know I'm really sharp, I'm 

enjoying life, but I just can't do that as well as I used to and he said "this is the time 

to get off." 

As you get older, you don't have the ability to remember Aunt Fannie's name 

sometimes. I find myself in that situation, but I couldn't give a hoot if I can't 

remember Aunt Fannie's name. If I find I can't do my work, that's when I know I 

have to move on. 

But of course there are some of us who always couldn't remember Aunt Fannie's 

name. Looking forward, do you want to give your advice to those super smart 

grandchildren of yours? What should they be doing, not just for themselves? You 

expressed some pessimism a while back about where we were in the world. 

I'm very pessimistic about the world. When I see what is happening in the Middle 

East, when I see that millions of women there are nothing but chattel. I look at 

these reports on the Afghan war and I see these guys still herding sheep over there 

and there are no women on the streets,· and no one is educated, it is just appalling, 

and the same thing happens in the various Islamic countries because of their 

interpretation of the Koran. Half of the society is without rights. They are having 

too many kids, they have no options, and the world is shrinking in terms of its 
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output of what is necessary to care for us all. And then I go to the African continent 

and I see that women are being raped routinely; massive numbers of them, AIDS is 

spreading. The superstitions that are still going on where these guys who have 

AIDS have been told that if they have sex with an 11 year old, they will get rid of 

the AIDS. Forget the fact that women aren't getting educated, people aren't getting 

educated. They are too confused. 

What about our own country? 

Yes, our number one issue is the need to educate our large and diverse population. . 

We are falling behind many parts of the world. We need a system of uniformity of 

opportunity irrespective of where the students are located and their financial status. 

Also, we need to address the issue of diversity among our population - different 

racial and religious backgrounds, including scientific information about 

homosexuality. People who are born that way have no choice and should be 

accepted for their contributions, irrespective of their sexual orientation - or other 

aspects of inherited characteristics! We need to understand this issue and get past 

it! 

Yet we do see a lot of very young people who still are idealistic and who are still 

enthusiastic. 

I have a couple of grandkids like that, they truly are and they are brilliant and what I 

say to them and what I say to all young people the number one thing to do in the 

world is get an education. Whatever it is you are interested in you must get an 

education. If you don't get an education you are going to be left out period, no 

matter where you are, including the United States. You have to be educated! You 

will talk to anybody who has had a good life and who has earned a lot of money and 

they will tell you the same thing. The best thing I can do for my kids is to give 
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them an education so they can live a good life, otherwise they won't. And, that is 

tough. 

Some young people seem to be self-motivated. I kind of was. I had this engine that 

was kind of going all the time. But, I don't know how many kids there are around 

who have that, they need some help, they need support, they need love, they need 

direction. 

Speaking of March 3, reminds me that one of my son's birthday was yesterday and 

the other one was March 21. 

Two in March? 

I planned it that way -1 thought March, spring kids, would be a good time to have a 

child. By the time the fall came around, they would be big, healthy, boys and 

would withstand any kind of a problem in the winter. 

I have a template for deciding cases irrespective of whether I am dealing with 

insurance law, probate work, criminal law, various codes ,__, as I sit here and look at 

all the codes. My standard is whatever application, whatever resolution of the 

problem before us, has to be fair and reasonable, and fortunately my colleagues 

agree. 

We strive mightily to put out an interpretation, a resolution of the issue that is fair 

and reasonable, and I would hope that's what lawyers would expect of us, and other 

judges. Average citizens walking around out there are governed by what it is we 

do, and should be able to understand our rulings. 

Looking back over the decades of your life, probably most interested in those where 

you had become a lawyer, but any decade of your life - is there a decade you look 
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back on and say that was really great, I really enjoyed it during that time. Is there 

any particular part of your life that you look back with a particular fondness? 

I have been very fortunate in that I have enjoyed my life. I have had a couple ups 

and downs and arounds, believe me, but I'm resilient and I think positively, I have a 

sense of humor, which always helps put things in perspective, and I have always 

been a pretty happy person. There have been some downers rather than uppers. I 

can't think of any particular time when I was really on a big high. I can think of a 

couple of times when things were a little tough to get through, but I guess being 

appointed first female· Presiding Justice on the California Court of Appeal was a 

pretty big upper for me. On the other hand, when I got to the environment where I 

was supposed to play that role, I ran into three men who were greatly my senior, 

one of whom should have been Presiding Justice. He had been a former senator, 

and was taken aback when I was appointed PJ, pip squeak, like I was. 

How old where you then? How long had you practiced? 

I don't know, let me see, I had been on the Municipal Court where I had to stand for 

election to the Superior Court because I couldn't get an appointment by the 

Governors who were in power at the time. I don't know, I guess it was around 1980. 

You were a 20 year lawyer at least. 

That should have been a high for me, but it was the beginning of a new life and life 

pattern. I had to adjust to working with these men who weren't thrilled about me. I 

had to adjust to working with a Clerk of the Court who said he would never have a 

fem ale clerk working in his court if he could avoid it, if he could prevent it, so I had 

to go round and round with him. There were some other such misogynistic things 

going on in the court at the time that troubled me. We made changes! 
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I had to learn a new way of doing business. I unfortunately brought my own 

secretary from the Superior Court who didn't know anything about appellate 

practice instead of using one from the Court of Appeal. It was a tough time, but I 

was happy that I had achieved this really very special reward, acclamation, 

whatever you want to call it, that sent me off on a new path. 

So whereas I was greatly uplifted by that appointment and was moving into a whole 

new life, it took me a solid year to make that adjustment, given how foreign it was 

to me, how little assistance I got from anybody, and etc. 

Did you get appointed to the Court of Appeal directly as Presiding Justice. 

Yes ma'am. The first woman ever! 

And there was someone else in this historical time who had a similar situation, 

Justice Rose Bird was appointed as the Chief Justice of the California Supreme 

Court by Jerry Brown. 

As we discussed before, you're right. Court history would be different if Stanley 

Mosk had been appointed Chief Justice, and Rose Bird, an Associate Justice. But I 

did not suggest that. 

No, no, you would not at that point, but I think many do believe that had she been 

appointed as the Associate Justice, all of the difficulties that occurred might not 

have occurred. 

Agree. And, Justice Mosk was a leader. We wouldn't have had problems with the 

application of the death penalty; we wouldn't have had that big election where we 

lost three competent justices. 
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And when we say "lost three," how did we lose three Justices? Just tell us. 

Well, we lost three Justices because there was a huge campaign against three sitting 

Justices on the Supreme Court because of a perceived notion that they failed to 

carry out the death penalty in the State of California. Voters support the death 

penalty. We still have the death penalty, and that unfortunately, is the way the 

election played out. 

I remember the 60's practicing law and the early 70's and I remember it as being 

fun. Do you think we have as much fun now in the practice of law in the 

profession, at least how I remember it in those years. 

Well, I had fun practicing law. I really did. It was fun going into court; it was fun to 

talk to colleagues; it was fun to prepare cases and do all that good stuff, and to work 

with my colleagues, I enjoyed it. I still do! Whether it is translated now as fun, I 

don't think so. I think the atmosphere in the court is somewhat different. What with 

judges leaving the bench to become arbitrators so they can make more money, there 

is a different atmosphere with respect to resolution of disputes in California. 

I think the practice of law is more business-oriented thing these days. The 

depressed state of the economy has impacted attorneys and thereafter, the court. 

There are more complaints about biases. I think arbitration has been a good thing in 

many regards. It also has been a very disturbing trend when it comes to maintaining 

the court system as the final arbiters of the law and the resolution of cases in the 

State of California and in the United States. 

So I don't think it is as much fun as it used to be. I enjoy what I am doing because I 

have my own special enclave, and I help set the atmosphere. But I can understand, 

and I have heard this from a lot of attorneys - it isn't much fun as it used to be. My 

son is a practicing lawyer and he isn't having fun. The other son graduated SC Law 
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and he's not practicing law. And I have a daughter who graduated from Stanford 

Law; she's not practicing law. I have three kids who went to law school and only 

one is practicing, and that is too bad; it makes me sad. 

And especially it makes you very proud that they saw you and your husband and 

looked at what they saw and said I want to do that. 

JDK: I have a thought about that because you find so many 

children follow their parents into their professions. Youngsters in the 

10th grade, 11th grade and maybe going into college, everybody says 

"What are you going to be?" 'What are you going to study?" How are 

such young people to know, and I think it is ridiculous for colleges to 

make them select majors immediately. They are not mature enough 

for lifetime decisions . 

. . _ And so the reason I think many children go into their parents 

professions is because they don't know what else to do, and they say, well, here's 

my mom and dad, same genes, same brain power, I can do that, I might not be able 

to be an engineer, go to the moon, or whatever else, but I can become a lawyer, I 

can become a doctor. 

Well I know that for the foreseeable future you will continue to have fun in your job 

and I thank you very much for this interview. 

Well I can only say to you that I am humbled, and honored to be a part of this 

interview, and I thank you so much because I have such respect for you and the 

profession! 
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