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11/1/07 Tape 1 Side A 

RDL: This is the first interview of the oral history of The Honorable Norma L. Shapiro, Senior 
District Judge for the United States District Court for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania. It is being taken on behalf of Women Trailblazers in the Law, a project of 
the American Bar Association's Women in the Profession and is being conducted by 
Bobbi Liebenberg on November 1st, 2005. 

The day is November 1st, 2005 and I am here with Judge Shapiro, in her chambers at the 
U.S. Courthouse, 601 Market Street, Philadelphia Pennsylvania. Judge Shapiro, it is such 
an honor to interview you. Could you please give me your name and provide me with 
some background about your family: what your parents' names were, when did they 
come to the United States? Just some family background about you. 

NS: Well, first of all my name is Norma Shapiro. I use the middle initial "L" because that was 
my family name. I was born in this country when my parents were about 26 years old. 
My mother was born here, her father was a dairy farmer. He came from a Rothschild 
colony in New Jersey. It was founded by the Baron Rothschild to train farmers to go to 
Israel. Very few of them ever went to Israel but they were very good dairy farmers. My 
mother's mother died when she was in her teens, and my grandfather re-married and that 
caused my mother and her younger sister to leave home. As a result, my mother was a 
very independent person. She told us she hitchhiked across the country when she was less 
than 26 years old. She was a school teacher until she married and I was born two years 
after my parents were married and she didn't work outside the home after that, except for 
charitable work. 

RDL: And how about your father? 

NS: My father came to this country when he was either 2 or 4, we were never quite sure ... 

RDL: From where? 

NS: The Ukraine. My paternal grandfather left the Soviet Union to avoid serving in the Czar's 
army. He came with his wife and his two oldest children. He and my grandmother were 
bakers. They settled in Philadelphia. They had eight children and eventually from the 
time I knew my grandmother, they lived in Atlantic City. I never knew my grandfather. 
He died of intestinal cancer when my father was 20, leaving my father to raise his sisters 
and his youngest brother, who was born after my grandfather died. 

RDL: Was your father the oldest? 
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NS: My father was the oldest, and one girl died when she was 7 or 8, but he raised his sisters 
and his brother; he was like a father to them. And I think the thing that characterized my 
father the most was his sense ofresponsibility. He was a graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania, class of 1920. He was a civil engineer. But when he found that civil 
engineers who were Jewish couldn't get work, he went into sales. He always took 
seriously his responsibility of supporting his wife, children and his siblings. 

RDL: So both of your parents then were college graduates? 

NS: That's right. 

RDL: Which was fairly unique in those times. 

NS: My mother was a graduate of a normal school, and she was an English teacher. 

RDL: Did she teach in Philadelphia? 

NS: Yes. And she was remarkable; she taught not just her students, but she taught her 
children. We were held to standards of perfect grammar and diction. When I was in grade 
school, I did not know any rules of grammar, I just said it out loud and if it didn't sound 
right, I knew it was wrong. 

RDL: How did your parents meet? Do you remember? 

NS: Through friends. They were very devoted to one another. My father was a very 
controlling person, and difficult in some ways, but his gallant feature was his sense of 

· responsibility and his devotion to his family. 

RDL: And how many siblings do you have? 

NS: I have a brother. 

RDL: Are you older? 

NS: I'm older. It was a younger brother. He was the first male in the family over many years, 
and a great fuss was made over him. Probably my career was due to my making sure that 
they valued me as a woman. But my father was intent on giving his daughter [an] equal 
educational opportunity with his son. I was shocked when I went to Michigan and found 
that some of the girls had to work their way through because their Midwestern parents 
didn't think girls deserved a college education. 

RDL: It is kind of a unique and really forward looking idea that both of your parents had in 
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terms of making sure that you went away to college, and I do want to go back to that, in 
terms of, who do you think had a bigger influence on you then, your mother or your 
father? 

NS: Well, of course it depends on what you mean by influence. I was a very early reader, 
when I was 3 and a half or 4, and my father decided that I should go to school because 
there was no point in my staying home. And so he put me into school when I was 4 or 5. 

RDL: Where were you living at that time? 

NS: We lived in Oak Lane. I went to Pennell Elementary School and he refused to provide my 
birth certificate for two years. 

RDL: Because you weren't really old enough. 

NS: That's right. And I remember, one day in the school yard, the teacher that was on recess 
duty asked how old we were and learned I was 6 in the third grade. She was somewhat 
shocked. 

RDL: How about your brother, did he do, was that the same? 

NS: No, no. My brother did well in school and grade school, but he wasn't as early reader as I 
was. I guess he didn't get on his father's nerves as much. 

RDL: Did you live in Oak Lane the whole time during your early years? 

NS: We lived in Oak Lane until 1940, when I was 12, and we moved to Elkins Park. 

RDL: Where in Elkins Park did you live? 

NS: On Juniper Avenue. On the old Stetson estate; Juniper and Ashbourne. Right across from 
Grey Nuns. I went back a half a year then, because the city schools were on a semester 
basis and the Cheltenham schools were on a yearly basis. And the principal, Herman 
Russell, of Elkins Park Junior High was shocked at my age, and insisted that I would be 
socially miserable if I went ahead, so I went back a semester. 

RDL: And so what was that then? Eighth grade then? 

NS: Eighth Grade. I had gone from Pennell to Wagner Junior High and then to Elkins Park 
Junior High and Cheltenham High School. 

RDL: Were your parents religious? 
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NS: They weren't religious until I was 8 years old, and they joined a synagogue so I would 
have instruction. If you recall, eight is when most Jewish Sunday Schools start. And my 
father became a member of the Board of AJ [Adath Jeshurun] and my mother became 
increasingly devout as she grew older. 

RDL: As I understand it, you were also on the Board, or are still on the Board ... 
NS: Now .. .I'm a Trustee, which is different than the Board. They have a Board of Directors 

and they have Trustees. And I'm Secretary of the Board of Trustees. 

RDL: So you've maintained a long affiliation with the synagogue? 

NS: After we were married and our children were born, we lived in the western part of the 
suburbs on the Mainline and we joined a synagogue in the neighborhood. But when the 
Rabbi left, it collapsed. We had to join another synagogue, my mother was then a widow, 
and I didn't want her going to synagogue alone, especially around the holidays, so we 
joined ... we went back to where I was confirmed. 

RDL: Did she continue to live in Elkins Park then? 

NS: Then, but in 1976 my father and mother moved to Florida, and when my father died she 
stayed there. And in the last year of her life she moved back to Philadelphia. 

RDL: Can you describe Philadelphia as you were growing up, in terms of, have you seen a lot 
of changes? 

NS: Well the thing I remember the most was the transit strike during World War II. You were 
probably too young to remember that there was a strike because the workers wouldn't 
tolerate African Americans working as conductors or ticket-takers or something. The 
President put soldiers on the street cars so that they would run because the strike was 
impeding the war effort. And that made a tremendous impression on me and I decided to 
spend a lot of my grown life trying to ease inter-racial relations. I was very appalled by 
discrimination and bias. 

RDL: How old were you then? 

NS: 12. 

RDL: Was that also, is that what you think spurred your interest in becoming a lawyer? 

NS: No, that was in 1940. I became interested in becoming a lawyer when I was in 7th grade, 
so I was younger than that. My aunt was a teacher at J. Cook Junior High and she brought 
home a book called Liberty For All, and it was a story of the Constitution and two 
children who had 10 dreams; one about each of the Amendments of the Bill of Rights. 
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And it just captured me. I still have the book. 

RDL: Really? 

NS: And that is when I decided to become a lawyer. 

RDL: Was there anyone in your family that had gone into the law or were you the first one to 
do so? 

NS: I was the first...well I had a first cousin who did go to law school and went to Temple. 
And when I was 12 and told him I was going to be a lawyer he said that "girls don't 
become lawyers." 

RDL: Did you talk to your parents about that, about your dream of being a lawyer? 

NS: Oh yes, yes. They thought I was a little crazy, but they tolerated that. 

RDL: Did they encourage you, discourage you? 

NS: In the beginning they were indifferent. By the time I was in college they 
encouraged ... well my father particularly, when I had applied to Penn, he insisted that I 
have an interview with then Law School Dean Earl Harrison, who was his college 
classmate. And I said "they don't interview for law school!" He said "for me, they will 
interview you." My father was a very strong personality and had a strong sense of self. 

RDL: When he went to college were there quotas for Jews, do you know? 

NS: I think so. 

RDL: So that it was really something that he ... 

NS: But at any rate, I was correct, they don't interview for law school. But Earl Harrison was 
very gracious and saw me. And until the day he died, my father thought he got me into 
law school. 

RDL: I recall you telling me that at one time you wrote an essay in eighth grade about Florence 
Ellinwood Allen, and ... 

NS: That's right. That's how I remember that I wanted to be a lawyer and a judge. 

RDL: How did you see that... 
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NS: I wanted to be the first woman on the Supreme Court, which I told Sandra Day O'Connor 
the day I got the Sandra Day O'Connor award. 

RDL: What made you select Florence Ellinwood Allen to do your essay? 

NS: 

RDL: 
NS: 

She was the first woman federal judge. 

But how did you even know about her? Had you done research? 
I suppose. I don't remember, but I know I knew about her. She had been on the Ohio 
Supreme Court. And then she was the first woman federal judge; but she was an 
appellate ... she was on the Court of Appeals. The first federal trial judge was Burnita 
Matthews. 

RDL: Of which court? 

NS: Down on the Fifth Circuit. I'm not sure which district. 

RDL: Do you recall what your essay was about in terms of just her life? 

NS: No, but I probably have it somewhere. 

RDL: I'd love to see it. 

NS: Because I've thrown so little away over the years. But it's probably in the cartons we 
brought when we moved into our house. 

RDL: So the combination of the transit strike and then doing research on the Constitution and 
then research on Judge Allen really spurred your interest in becoming a lawyer? 

NS: Well, I was a real do-gooder. I mean all through high school I worked at the Wills Eye 
Hospital and the Nicetown Boy's Club. I was set to improve the world, and in my view 
being a lawyer was the best way to do it. As a matter of fact, when Bernie and I first 
started to go together, the only fight we ever had was whether it'd help the world more to 
be a doctor or a lawyer. , 

RDL: Speaking about Bernie, who is your husband, how did you meet, and when did you meet? 

NS: We met when I was fifteen. We met because my cousin, Leonard, said "If you are going 
to the Cheltenham\Central football game, I'm going to introduce you to the man you are 
going to marry." We missed each other at the Cheltenham\Central football game, but the 
following June, I was in Atlantic City for the summer, spending the summer with my 
grandmother and taking flute lessons at the Atlantic City High School summer school. 
My grandmother had lost one of her daughters, and my father felt that it would help her 
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to have me for the summer. My cousin, Leonard, brought him over, and that night 
another cousin of mine - Leonard was on my mother's side, Natalie was on my father's 
side - and she preferred to date Bernie to Leonard. We went to the Steel Pier together. 
Then Bernie was drafted. 

RDL: How old was Bernie at that time? 

NS: He was 18. 

RDL: So he was three years older? 

NS: And it was the draft in World War II. And in August he presented himself, and we went 
out maybe three or four days, from the 18th to the 21 5

\ and he asked me to marry him in 
six years. So I came home at the age of fifteen and told my mother I had met the man I 
was going to marry. 

RDL: And what was her reaction? 

NS: Not great. She had never seen him or met him because he had been drafted into the 
service, but Leonard's mother knew him and assured my mother that he was a very nice, 
decent and intelligent boy. 

RDL: So he went into the service before he went into college? 

NS: He had completed one semester of college when he was drafted. He graduated from 
Central in the 179th class in February and then he was drafted in May or June. 

RDL: And where had he started going to school? 

NS: He went to Pennell and Wagner as I did, and then to Central High School. 

RDL: You said he had started one semester of college, he was at Penn? 

NS: At Penn. He had never been west of Pittsburgh when he went into the service. When he 
was drafted, we had a relationship by correspondence. 

RDL: But you were in high school at the time, correct? 

NS: That's right. 

RDL: And, as I understand it, you went to Cheltenham High School? 

NS: Yes. 
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RDL: So you talked about some of the extracurricular activities you were in, working at Wills 
Eye after school. Do you recall any of the other types of extracurricular activities you 
were in? 

NS: Peggy Karr and I were co-editors of the El Delator high school magazine. 

RDL: I'm sorry, what was that? 

NS: It was called El Delator. And my neighbor, Barbara Schlein, and I had done a newspaper 
when we were in junior high to be distributed around the neighborhood. I still have 
copies of that somewhere. 

RDL: Do you recall any of the topics that you ... 

NS: Yes! I did an article on the Night Blooming Cereus which my neighbor, the gardener, 
had. Things like that; we reproduced it on what's called a hectograph. It was before fax 
machines; it was kinda jelly; you ... put the paper down and then it inked up and then you 
put another paper ... 

RDL: Like a Mimeograph? 

NS: Yes, yes. 

RDL: So did you write this from school? Or was it at home? 

NS: We did it at home. But I don't think ... of course I went to Sunday School three days a 
week. 

RDL: Were you in the debate society or anything like that? 

NS: We didn't have one. But I recall.. .. the answer is no. I wasn't in sports; I'm not very 
sporty. My mother sent me to dancing class when I was in elementary school and I 
flunked out. 

RDL: Did you have to take ballroom dancing? It was very popular at some point. 

NS: They had that too but I was not a very graceful child. I was chunky, overweight and very 
self-conscious about my weight. 

RDL: When Bernie went into the service, was he in the Army? 

NS: He was in the Army. He was assigned to the medical corps. He became a medical 
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technician and he was assigned to a naval troop transport. So he was in the Army [but] 
was serving the Navy essentially. 

RDL: Did he want to be a doctor before that experience? Or, because he was interested in 
medicine, he got assigned to that? 

NS: Yes, he wanted to be a doctor. 

RDL: We talked a little bit that you went to the University of Michigan. How did you choose 
Michigan? 

NS: I don't know how much detail you want to know, but I'll tell you exactly. I didn't. I 
wanted to go to Cornell because my best girlfriend's father, Judge David Ullman, was a 
graduate of Cornell and we were going to go there together. But that semester the Navy 
V-12 took over Cornell and no women were admitted. So I was devastated. Oh, and I 
would also tell you that I left high school before I graduated. I made up that semester I 
lost when I came to Elkins Park by leaving high school after three and a half years, 
instead of four. 

RDL: And how did you make that up? 

NS: Well, they were letting Dick Lebowitz leave a semester early so that he could get in some 
college before he was drafted and I said if they did it for a man, they had to do it for a 
woman. So I said I had a long career ahead of me; I had to go to law school. And they 
agreed I had the credits. That was before they had college entrance exams ... this was a 
long time ago. And when I learned that Cornell wouldn't accept me, I went to the 
principal, and he said, "Well why did you want to go to Cornell?" and I was ashamed to 
tell him it was because my girlfriend was going, so I said I wanted a school with a good 
reputation, co-ed, big, and away from home. I had been offered a scholarship by Bryn 
Mawr, but I wouldn't accept it because it was an all girls school then. And I felt that if I 
wanted to be in a man's world, I had to go to college with men; I couldn't go to an all 
girls school. So he said, "Well, how do you feel about Michigan? We have a certain 
number of places." So I said I'd ask my parents ... 

RDL: And what were your parents' reactions? 

NS: Well my father said, "Well it has a beautiful football stadium. I guess you could go." My 
mother said I could go if I could find a friend who was going because I was 16 ... 

RDL: So you started college ... 

NS: Let me see, it was in '45. 
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NS: No, I graduated in '48, and went in February of '45. So that in the summer of '45 I would 
have been seventeen. I guess, yes, so I was sixteen. And, fortunately, a woman I went to 
Sunday school with was going to Michigan. And that was amazing because hardly 
anyone went to Michigan. So I found a girlfriend, and off we went on the train together. 

RDL: Oh, you took the train? 

NS: We took the train out there by ourselves. 

RDL: Was there a train that went out to Ann Arbor or did you have to go to Detroit? 

NS: No, it went through Detroit to Ann Arbor and then Chicago, so all we had to do is wake 
up in time. We had an overnight compartment; it was very exciting. 

RDL: Did your parents go with you? 

NS: No, we went by ourselves. But my mother, as I left, gave me the dictionary that is over 
there someplace. That was her going away gift to me. Shows you what her priorities 
were. 

RDL: But it is amazing that they let you go away. Did many of your classmates go away to 
college? 

NS: I think some of them went away. I don't know because they weren't leaving when I was. 
I was leaving to get back in sync with my city schooling experience and I don't know. 
But my girlfriend who was going to Cornell with me did not go to Michigan. 

RDL: And where did she end up? 

NS: She ended up at Penn. She was afraid to go away and she heard that the social life at 
Michigan was not very good. Of course, it turned out not to be true at all. But anyway, 
she didn't come. 

RDL: Did you have any financial constraints in terms of having the flexibility to tum down a 
scholarship at Bryn Mawr? 

NS: As I said, my father was very generous and he paid my way all through college. I had no 
loans; I had a budget. He didn't just say the sky is the limit. Things were not as expensive 
then, but Michigan cost more for out-of-state than in-state residents. But, I was fortunate, 
I had no financial constraints. And as a result, we did the same thing for our children; we 
paid their way through college and professional school. That's their inheritance. 
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RDL: Or a gift. That's a true gift. Can you describe for me the honors you received in high 
school? 

NS: I was in the honors society, whatever that was called ... 

RDL: I think it's the National Honor Society. 

NS: National Honor Society. I probably graduated first in my class, but since I left before I 
graduated, I'm not sure. I may have been voted most likely to succeed. 

RDL: You'll have to go back and look at your yearbook. 

NS: Yes, I don't really remember. I remember more about college. 

RDL: And we're going to get there. I know you were inducted into the Cheltenham Hall of 
Fame. Tell me about that, and whether you've gone back and the circumstances. 

NS: I go every year, that I can, when they induct people. I just got an invitation to have lunch 
with some of my classmates in December. We have reunions every five years. But now 
when you get older you want to get together more often. My high school was not an 
experience I liked very much. Except for some teachers. It was very cliquey and being 
bright was something you had to overcome instead of being something to be proud of. 

RDL: Was that, you think, harder for a woman to be bright as opposed to a man, that there was 
an expectation that women didn't need to be bright? 

NS: Maybe, but it was mostly the women. The girls were very snobby and cliquish. And I 
hadn't been raised there all my life; I came in at gth grade. And when I came in I had 
pigtails. But it made me very sensitive to the problems of people who didn't fit in. I 
always made a point to try to be friendly with the newcomers and the strangers. And the 
Cheltenham Hall of Fame, when they formed the Alumni Society and decided to have it, 
some friends of mine were on the Board, and, you know, everything was political. A 
classmate of mine, of whom I was very fond, Peggy Frankel, was on that Board, and she 
really pushed for me to be in the Hall of Fame. So I was one of the first five. 

RDL: The first five ever? 

NS: Yes, along with Ron Shapiro, and some sports star, and I'm blanking out his name, but I 
went home and asked my son who he was and he said, "Oh Mother!" 

RDL: They have quite a number of notable alumni, I mean there are a lot of notable alumni, 
... Netanyahu, for example. 

11 



Women Trailblazers in the Law 
ABA Commission on Women in the Profession 

Interview of Judge Norma Shapiro 

NS: That's right, Netanyahu, and Dick Rothman of the Rothman clinic, and ... 

RDL: I think Joanne Epps is in the Cheltenham Hall of Fame. 

NS: I think that's true, too. And a professor at Harvard who wrote a geography textbook, and, 
of course my brother. 

RDL: And your brother was a judge? 

NS: Oh no, my brother's never been a judge; he was a law professor. I can't think, but there 
are a lot of people. It's a very interesting group, and it's a nice idea. 

RDL: Did the Holocaust or World War II have any impact on your family as you were growing 
up? 

NS: Well, I was .. .l remember Pearl Harbor. I was in Florida, and my parents had gone to 
Nassau for the weekend, and left us with a maid. That Sunday morning, I didn't think 
they would ever be able to come back. 

RDL: How old were you? 

NS: It was .. .1941.. .I was 12. And it was very frightening. But we did not have any family in 
Europe. My husband did, but our family was all here, so that we didn't suffer personally. 
But of course it was [a] terrible and memorable event. 

RDL: And the Depression did that affect your grandparents' business? 

NS: Well the Depression affected my father because he couldn't get a job and that was when 
he ... first had a restaurant. I told you my grandfather and his parents were bakers, and my 
grandmother was a fabulous cook. She was a professional cook; she supported these 
children with my father's help by cooking at restaurants, mostly kosher restaurants. And 
one time she tried to have a hotel, but she was as rotten a business woman as she was 
good as a cook. And so I don't think it affected them anymore, what affected them was 
the death of my grandfather, and my father having all these siblings to take care of. And 
in my childhood we went to Atlantic City every Sunday to see his mother, and my aunts 
and my cousin. 

RDL: So that it sounds like from what you describe, your father had this sense of responsibility, 
but also this sense of family, that you seem to have ... that you've carried on to your 
family. 
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NS: A very strong sense of family. At Hanukkah, he would always give presents to all the 
cousins, and he was just always family-minded. 

RDL: So you must have a lot...ifhe was one of eight...you must have a lot of first cousins then? 

NS: Of his family, only two first cousins are left. The rest are all gone. Family was terribly 
important to him. Before we moved to Elkins Park we lived in Philadelphia and my 
brother got scarlet fever. And they put him in the Philadelphia Hospital for Contagious 
Diseases where you're not allowed to visit. So my father bought a lab coat, and went in 
as a doctor, because no kids of his would be in a hospital without the parents seeing how 
they were. And he was a traveling salesman. 

RDL: What kind of product? 

NS: Furniture. And he would go up and down the east coast; he would take us out of school. 
He didn't like to be alone so he'd take his family with him. And I learned math .. .! learned 
calculations by reading the numbers on road maps. Mind you, I was to direct us and say 
how many miles it was. So that...these things have a lasting effect. One of his trips ... 

* * * 

END OF SIDE "A" 

11/1 Tape 1 Side B 

NS: I was telling you about Williamsburg. I was a very independent child. I was also fresh. 
My parents, when we were in Atlantic City, would walk the Boardwalk. And when I was 
two or two and a half, I separated from them, and a very nice person came up to me and 
said, "Do you need help little girl?" and I am reported to have said, "If I did, don't you 
think I'd have asked you?" So I was fresh, but I was very independent. I remember hating 
to go to bed at night, and reading with a flashlight under the covers, which I suppose is 
common. And there were just many ways in which I was able to go it alone, and when 
my father took me with him to Williamsburg, he left me at 10 o'clock in Williamsburg 
and told me where to meet him at 5. 

RDL: And you were 12? 

NS: And I spent the whole day just having a wonderful time in colonial Williamsburg. And 
then we went to Washington, and I decided to go to the Supreme Court, and my father 
told me how to use a cab; and what you paid as a fare. And I went to the Supreme Court 
and sat all morning listening to arguments. And, as you may know, when the time comes 
for lunch they bang the gavel in the middle of a sentence. And so I went out to go back to 
the hotel, and it seems that I got into a diplomatic car, instead of a cab. I said to the 
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chauffeur, "I want to go to the Hay-Adams," which is where my father stayed. And he 
said "I'll take you little girl." So I rode in a diplomat's car to the hotel. So I was assertive. 
I very early had what they now call a Type A personality. But, they only thing I couldn't 
do was braid my own hair. And that was why I eventually got rid of pigtails. 

RDL: And cut your hair? 

NS: That's right. Cause I didn't like anything I couldn't do for myself. 

RDL: Again, in terms of going to Michigan, what was your major and how did you structure 
your major to continue your pursuit of ultimately going to law school? 

NS: Well, that's very interesting, because you don't pick a major until your third year. But 
they were having an experimental program there that was called "Honors in Political 
Theory." It was the beginning of the special college they now have, The Honors College. 
And there were ten of us, and we had 3 compulsory courses and 2 electives for our junior 
and senior year. So I majored in Political Theory, which was one of the core courses. I 
remember you had to take core courses in science and you had to write an essay every 
week. We had one group session with a geography professor and then this individual 
tutorial with the English professor every week in which he would go over your essay and 
correct your diction, and I would never use the word "indicate" improperly. That was the 
only thing Chief Judge Joe Lord liked about me when I first came. 

RDL: Yes, I actually had a situation with Judge Lord where he hated the word "indicate". 

NS: My college experience at Michigan was so profoundly wonderful. 

RDL: But tell me about... did you live or room with the girl that you went up with? Were you 
assigned a roommate? 

NS: No, No. She was assigned to Mosher Jordan and I was in Victor Vaughan. Well, first I 
was in a fraternity house that was converted into a dorm, and she and I joined an eating 
establishment together, but she was up on the hill with the dorms, and then I was in 
Victor Vaughan which was a men's dorm converted for women. And then I went down to 
Betsy Barbour. 

RDL: I know you were in Phi Beta Kappa, and also you listed honors in Phi Kappa Phi and 
Alpha Lambda Delta ... 

NS: Alpha Lambda Delta was a freshman's honors society. Phi Kappa Phi took in I think all 
schools, Phi Beta Kappa took only the highest ranked students. I think, I'm not so sure 
about that. 
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RDL: Do you want me to get you some water? 

NS: No I have it here. 

RDL: So you say it was a wonderful experience, I mean it was in contrast to your experience in 
high school? 

NS: That's right. It was so much more intellectual. I mean people there really liked to do well 
and learn, which I don't think was true of Cheltenham students in general. 

RDL: Were there a lot of women there, I mean do you recall? 

NS: Enough. I think there were only 45,000 students then ... no wait a minute, it was like 
18,000. It was a very small school then compared with now. Now they have two 
campuses; when I was there, there was only one. My first year or two, I was assigned a 
roommate who flunked out, and the Dean of Women assigned her to me because she 
thought I'd be a good influence. That led me to be in a single room. But I made some 
very dear friends. 

RDL: Are you still friendly with any of your college friends? 

NS: Yes, my best friend my first two years before she got married was a woman from 
Appleton, Missouri who had never met anyone Jewish before in her life. She was raised 
to think that Catholics had rifles under the bed. She came from a very biased background 
and she asked me to be a bridesmaid at her wedding. So I went down to Appleton City, 
Missouri and it was quite an interesting experience. And I went by myself, by the way, 
overnight. And met some of my mother's distant relatives in St. Louis. 

RDL: Are you still in contact with her? 

NS: Yes, Yes. She's now ... she was eighty, I guess ... she lives out in California. She doesn't 
travel east but when I go west I see her. And then when I came down to Betsy Barbour I 
had three or four very good friends that I'm still in contact with. 

RDL: Are they in the Philadelphia area, or they're all around? 

NS: None ofthem ... Well, the woman I went to school with Cooky Ross, I still see her; I had 
lunch with her two weeks ago. And, we're very good friends, and her roommate became 
one of my best friends; Joy Cornfeld married David Cornfeld, a pediatrician at Children's 
Hospital. And, I see her. Then I was friendly with a woman, Ada Davis, who became the 
Mayor of Mount Clemens, and her husband was President of the School Board there. Do 
you know Mount Clemens? 
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NS: It's north of Grosse Point, it's north of Detroit. 

RDL: Did college reinforce your desire to become a lawyer? 

NS: Oh, there was no question; I was going to become a lawyer. 

RDL: Did you consider any other career? Were you thinking about academia? 

NS: No, I had a male friend who wanted me to be a philosopher and couldn't understand why 
I majored in political science. But I have always been a very practical person, I'm not 
really a very theoretical person. And I knew that law was much better for me. I taught a 
little at Penn Law School, but I, you know, I enjoyed teaching and helping people, but 
that's not really my forte. 

RDL: Did anyone ever discourage you.from going to law school? Or say that a woman was 
taking the place of a man? 

NS: For law school, they all said that because my first year oflaw school, all those men were 
coming back from the war. And ours was the last class where they flunked a third. You 
know, look to your right, look to your left, one of you won't be there. And our class was 
also the first to take the Law School Aptitude Test. It wasn't used for admission, but they 
used to see if the test really worked. 

RDL: So, you had to take the LSAT before you applied to law school? 

NS: Yes, I had to take that. But at the law school it was a very tense, not too pleasant a place, 
socially. And they had study clubs, but of course the men didn't ask me to join the study 
clubs. 

RDL: Let me get into that a little bit. After being at school at Michigan, did you want to stay 
for law school there or did you want to come back east? 

NS: I graduated in three and a half years because I went to Wharton in the summer. I went to 
summer school and took some courses that I thought would be useful as a lawyer. 
Because, I knew no business men, except for my father. I thought that accounting would 
be useful. So, I learned to read profit and loss statements and earning statements and it 
was very useful, and I was also surprised at how easy it was. Well, the caliber of the 
students of the Wharton school then ... they were first year. 

RDL: It didn't have the reputation that it has today? 
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NS: No, I think that the really good students were in the master's programs. Maybe I'm 
wrong, maybe I'm not charitable, but for someone who knew as little as I did to get 
straight A's in accounting one summer gives you an idea how undemanding it was. 

RDL: No, I think you were probably pretty smart, that's why. Did you want to take off any time 
after college or you wanted to go straight to law school? 

NS: I wanted to go straight to law school because I thought it was a long thing, and people 
didn't do that then; people went to law school straight from college. So it never occurred 
to me to take time off. 

RDL: And, again, how did you choose Penn over ... I mean did you want to move back east? 

NS: Oh no, I wanted to marry my husband. I wanted ... actually I wanted to go to Chicago for 
law school because President Hutchins was there; it had very innovative programs; and 
was a very exciting school. But I thought that if I'm in Chicago and Bernie's in 
Philadelphia, it didn't augur well, so I came back to Penn. 

RDL: And was he ... did he ... 

NS: He was in medical school, that's right. He had finished a year in medical school, so we 
graduated from law and medical school at the same time, the same day. 

RDL: And so when did you get married? 

NS: We got married after my first year of law school. My father and mother became afraid 
that I wouldn't finish law school if I didn't get married. 

RDL: That's interesting, why would they think that... 

NS: Because we were out every night! And we realized that we might be less distracted if we 
got married. 

RDL: So what year was that? 

NS: You know this was a time when you never lived together if you weren't married. We 
were married the summer of 1949, and I had started law school in the fall of '48. 

RDL: What's your anniversary? 

NS: August 21st_ 
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RDL: And Bernie had come back from the service; gone to college; and was admitted to 
medical school? 

NS: He never graduated from college. He came back and took a year or year and a half of 
college. He never got his degree because he got admitted ... they were making special 
concessions to people to go to medical school. .. you know people who served in the 
service got credit for their time in the service. So that he came back and got admitted to 
medical school shortly after he came back. Let's see, he came back in ... the war was over 
in '45. He came back and he graduated from medical school in '51, so he went four 
years; '4 7 he started medical school. 

RDL: So he had started the year before? 

NS: He had finished a year of medical school when I started law school... 

RDL: So that's how you ended up graduating at the same time? 

NS: Yes, because law school's three and medical school is four. 

RDL: Had he been stationed overseas or was he always ... 

NS: He traveled from California to the Pacific. He was at Okinawa and all the islands, Guam, 
all the islands of the Pacific because he was on a troop transport. They would take troops 
over, and they would take sick troops back. He was assigned to the hospital. .. 

RDL: Had he been in danger? 

NS: They were escorted by convoy. And then the last. .. right when the war was over he was 
stationed at some fort in San Francisco. And he was the technician who ran the medical 
thing for Fort Mason. That Fort has closed now and where he was stationed is a fancy 
restaurant; we went to visit it two years ago. 

RDL: So when you applied to Penn Law School, there were very few women in your class. Is 
that correct? 

NS: There were eight in our class. Five graduated. 

RDL: Five Graduated? 

NS: Yes. 

RDL: Did they drop out or flunk out? 
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RDL: Do you recall who else was in your class? 

NS: Oh sure. I'll start with the five I graduated with. One was Regina Haig, Alexander Haig's 
sister. They were raised in Bala Cynwyd. She's a lovely woman. She was the first woman 
I ever knew who talked about money as part of a career in the law. You know, you earned 
a good living, and that sort of thing. I came from such a sheltered life I didn't think of 
those things. She married a classmate, Ed Meredith. They moved to Princeton, where 
they had a very successful practice. And she was on the Board of that fancy prep school 
there. 

RDL: Lawrenceville? 

NS: Yes, Lawrenceville Academy, and she's a very able lawyer. My best friend, Jenny Maffei 
Crowley. We are friends to this day. She came in when I was honored at Penn, and she 
will be in for our reunion in June. And I was a bridesmaid at her wedding. And she had 
an amazing career: she had her own practice, she worked for corporations, she worked for 
the Department of Justice. She was in charge of all the Covington and Burling paralegals 
for the General Motors antitrust suit and that was where she met her husband; he was one 
of the paralegals. She was in charge of him! And we see one another ... 

RDL: Is she here? 

NS: She lives in Beverly Hills, California. We meet at the ABA Annual Meetings. 

RDL: I think I met her. 

NS: Probably, she comes to a lot of those things. And Phyllis Halpern, who was a very smart 
woman, but not a very serious student. She started an insurance company, but she's 
deceased now. And Connie Hinman was a very disturbed young woman and had a tragic 
life after she graduated. She was institutionalized. So that's four. And me; I'm the fifth. 
Lois Nicholas did not finish the first year successfully. She married a classmate of 
Bernie's; we introduced them three weeks before our wedding, and they were engaged 
before we came back from our honeymoon. Joan Goldberg, I can't think of her maiden 
name, but she married a very prominent doctor here in Philadelphia. 

RDL: Not Joan Wohl? 

NS:· No. Joan Wohl went to law school while I was teaching there. I was her instructor. Her 
last name escapes me, and I can't think of the eighth. 

RDL: Were there any women professors at that time? 
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NS: Oh, no, no. There were two women in the class before us and Paula Markowitz was in the 
class after. Almanina Barbour was a classmate of Paula's. Martin Luther King lived with 
her father when he studied in a West Chester District school... 

RDL: Were there any African Americans who were in the law school? 

NS: Almanina was African American, but none in my class. 

RDL: How about men? 

NS: One that I remember. 

RDL: Were there equal facilities for women at the law school? 

NS: No, no. As a matter of fact, when we were on the fund raising committee for the addition 
to the law school, I said I would only participate if they had ladies' rooms. 

RDL: So where did you go to the bathroom? 

NS: Well, we had a ladies' room. But the men ... it wasn't a lounge or anything like that. And I 
remember sitting in there with Aurora Slater and she was ... that wasn't her name then of 
course ... and she was a few years younger than we; she was in my brother's class. It 
wasn't·very pleasant for any of us. The men were really actively hostile. 

RDL: Your fellow students or the teachers ... or both? 

NS: The fellow students. Some of the teachers. When I graduated, the faculty picked the law 
clerks for the judges; it wasn't anything like now. You didn't apply, you were selected. I 
wanted a clerkship, and I should have gotten a clerkship with Judge Herbert Goodrich 
because I was third in the class. 

RDL: Was he a federal district court judge? 

NS: He was on the Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. And Clark Byse, at a faculty 
meeting, opposed my getting a clerkship because he said women just have children and 
never do anything worthwhile. Louie Schwartz told me that; I had some friends on the 
faculty, but I got the clerkship with Justice Stem because his clerk at that time was 
Gordon Gerber ... we were friends; I had helped him in the legal writing program ... and he 
convinced Judge Stem to interview me. 

RDL: Had you worked in between law school during the summer? 
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NS: At that time you never worked with law firms. I think I was with the Dechert office when 
they first took a summer student. The only one in our class who had a summer job was 
John Stewart. He was an accountant, and he got a job as an accountant in the summer. 
But the first summer, I went looking for a house and preparing for my wedding. The 
second summer I worked at Penn ... 

RDL: In the writing program? 

NS: In the legal writing program. And Louie Schwartz was working on the Uniform Criminal 
Code with a woman named Donna Shellenburger and Harriet Mims. They were good 
friends. 

RDL: You were also a member of the law review? 

NS: I was a member of the law review the first year, and it was quite an unpleasant experience 
because the men were not pleasant. So I was offered a job as a student legal writing 
assistant to the legal writing instructors, and I left the law review to take that job for 
which I got paid $1000. And so you will see my name as associate editor of the law 
review for one year. And, then for years, they never invited me to the law review 
banquet. But then they asked me to speak at two of the banquets. 

RDL: After you became a judge or before? 

NS: One before, one after. 

RDL: Were there any other women on the law review but you at that time? 

NS: No, you see, I don't mean this to sound snotty .. .it's the law professors who were 
snotty ... when I went to law school there hadn't been an outstanding women student for 
twenty years. I think Ida Creskoff was the last. And that influenced the way they treated 
women. So when I did well, Louie Schwartz came to me laughing and he said "Ed Keedy 
just said Norma Levy thinks like a man." 

RDL: That was a big complement! 

NS: It was .. .it was. But I got recognition for other women students. And then Paula 
Markowitz was in the top ten of the class, and she did very well. And then I don't think 
there was a good student until Dolores Kaplan (Sloviter). But that influenced them very 
much, because the faculty was very concentrated on the good students. They really didn't 
care much for the poorer ones. 

RDL: How big was your class? If there were 8 women, how big was the class? 

NS: Well I'm not sure ifwe started with 215 or 185, but it was around 200. I think there are 
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RDL: Besides Louie Schwartz, were there other professors that stand out in your mind? 

NS: John Honnold was very egalitarian. He was wonderful. 

RDL: And what did he teach? 

NS: He taught sales and commercial transactions, and I'll confess I wasn't as interested in that 
as criminal procedure and constitutional law. Noyes Leech was very pleasant to 
everyone. And then Chadbourn, he was a legend; he taught evidence, and he was 
wonderful. And so did Leo Levin, who was there my last year and a half and he was very 
special. 

RDL: And what did he teach? 

NS: Evidence. He took over for Chadbourn. And I think he taught property, which he claimed 
he knew nothing about, but he did. And then George Haskins was a great legal scholar; 
he was there. Foster Reeves, if you ever heard of him, he was the professor in IL, 
Harvard Law was supposed to be modeled after him. 

RDL: Did you find that you had to be more prepared then the men, or the way professors 
questioned you were different than the way they questioned the men, or did it just depend 
on the professor? 

NS: You know, I can't answer that question, because I didn't care. I went through law school, 
and I think life in those early days, by pretending the bias and prejudice didn't exist. I 
felt, and I still feel, that that's the problem with the person who's biased or prejudiced; it 
wasn't my problem. So if they questioned me differently I answered them. And I really 
don't have a recollection of being picked on by the professors. I was kind of 
argumentative; I was not unassertive. I have never been able to understand Lani Guinier's 
statement that women don't speak up in class. Why don't they speak up in class? Who's 
keeping you from speaking up? Nobody. And I thought that that's training for being an 
advocate; to speak, and if you're wrong, let them push you down. I loved the give and 
take; I really enjoyed law school. I loved the Socratic method. I thought that the first year 
of law school was one of the most interesting intellectual experiences I ever had. Not 
everybody liked Louie Schwartz as a teacher because he didn't give you anything on a 
spoon; he questioned you to your bare bone. But I used to judge how good a student 
someone was or how nice a person by whether they liked him as a teacher or not. I 
thought he was just... 

RDL: But I think that there are those in law school who really like the intellectual challenge and 
those that are just... 
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NS: ... there to get it over with. That's right. But, I forget who the first woman was, but it 
wasn't when I was there. 

RDL: So when you taught legal writing, were you then the first women instructor that Penn had 
had? 

NS: Maybe. I'm not sure if Harriet or Donna ever had the rank of instructor. I don't know of 
anyone else, but it may have been. I taught legal writing in my third year, and then I went 
on to clerk with Judge Horace Stem. 

RDL: And how many clerks ... did he have two clerks at a time, or just one clerk? 

NS: Justme. 

RDL: Had he ever had a woman clerk before? 

NS: No. I was the first woman he had ever had, and he was plenty nervous about it, as he told 
me. 

RDL: So where were you? Did he have chambers here in Philadelphia? 

NS: City Hall. And then we went to Pittsburgh three times, and Harrisburg once. 

RDL: So you had to travel. Did you travel with him? 

NS: Yes, yes. As a matter of fact, the problem was he didn't drive. At that time the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court decided all these automobile accidents; none of the Judges 
drove. The assured clear distance ahead rule was developed by men who never drove. 
They all either had chauffeurs or their clerks. Horace Stem was very nice to me 
intellectually. But he was really an old-fashioned gentleman. He wouldn't let me robe 
him; he had the prothonotary do that. He wouldn't let me get his lunch; he sent someone 
else. He ate, everyday, a turkey sandwich from Hom and Hardart, and a cup of tomato 
soup. But I was not permitted to get it. He wouldn't let me hail a taxi cab for him. So he 
would occasionally let me walk him home. But when it came to driving to Pittsburgh or 
Harrisburg, I had to get someone else; I got Frank Shields to drive us out and back. And 
Frank Shields was the only clerk on that court who would have lunch or dinner with me. 

RDL: Did the Judge have lunch with you? 

NS: Oh yes, and the Judge invited me to dinner at his hotel suite with his wife. He was very 
nice to his clerks. 
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RDL: Can you recall any of the memorable opinions you worked on for Judge Stem? 

NS: There was an opinion, and the name will come to me, in which Federal Labor Law took 
precedence over state law. It had to do with the NLRB and state injunctions and I 
remember he said to me, "Did you ever study the NLRA in school?" and I said, "Yes." 
Garner, that was the name. And we were talking about it; he drafted all his own opinions. 
And then he would want you to read them, and pick them over and criticize them. And I 
remember I supplied a word, and he said, "There! you can say now that you wrote a word 
in a Supreme Court opinion." 

RDL: So what did he have you do? The research? 

NS: The research, and then he would take twenty books around him on this huge desk, bigger 
than mine, and start quoting from the cases. He was a great common law judge. And he 
would dictate and have it typed, and then he would ask me to correct it. 

RDL: Were there qualities about him, as a judge, that you think influenced you as a judge? 

NS: Well, he did two very nice things for me. The first was when I took the Bar exam; at that 
time they had cram schools, and Penn did not approve of the cram schools, and wanted to 
prove you could pass without taking a cram course. So Penn professors convinced me not 
to take the cram course, and I flunked the Bar exam the first time I took it. It was 
humiliating. 

END OF TAPE 

11/1 Tape 2 Side A 

*** 

NS: Well Judge Stem took it as a personal affront that I hadn't passed the bar, and took 
himself over to the Board of Bar Examiners and read my examination. And if you don't 
think that embarrassed me, ... and then he came back and told me my problem was I was 
too analytical. I wrote too much. I should do it sweet and short ... 

RDL: Just give them the answer. 

NS: That's right. And so I took it in February and was first in the state. But I thought he was 
going to fire me when I hadn't passed, but his reaction was really quite different. And I 
was grateful to him for that. The next thing was that there was a Judge of the Court who 
found me personally attractive and also found me useful in convincing my Judge to vote 
his way. In other words, he was using me to lobby the Judge, which was highly improper 
quite apart from the unpleasantness of his sexual advances. And he had a thing for young 
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women. I was really very disturbed because I was worried that if I told my husband, I 
was sure he would make me quit. 

RDL: Right. 

NS: If I told the Judge, I was sure he wouldn't believe me and fire me. 

RDL: Did he do it after hours or times when you were alone? 

NS: He would do it when the Judge wasn't there. I would be working in Judge Stem's 
chambers, rather than out where the secretary was, and I told Justice Stem first that he 
was trying to use me to influence him, and second that he was treating me improperly. 
And Justice Stem was outraged, not at me but at him. And he gave orders to his secretary 
that that Judge was never permitted in chambers when Justice Stem wasn't there. So that 
was a very modem, highly enlightened reaction to a problem. 

RDL: Did you have to encounter him or explain why ... did you have any other dealings after ... 

NS: When the Court sat. There had been two other women ... 

RDL: Who had been clerks? 

NS: Who had been clerks to Chief Justice Maxey .. .! was not the first, but Chief Justice Maxey 
would not allow them to enter the courtroom. They had to work in his chambers. So I was 
the first female lawyer who was permitted to come out to the courtroom when the judges 
were on the bench and bring them notes and that sort of thing ... 

RDL: And to sit through arguments? 

NS: Yes, I sat through all the arguments. Which they had never done. So, yes, I saw all the 
Judges but that was the end of the problem ... my personal problem. 

RDL: In terms of other attributes that Judge Stem had, was there anything in terms, you know, 
that you see yourself doing; the way he analyzed cases or ... 

NS: But I could only try ... I couldn't do what he did. I mean he was brilliant, and he was in the 
model of Cardozo ... he was a great common law judge. He grew up and around all these 
Federal Statutes and the rest of the court relied on him like they used to rely on Judge 
Charles Jones because he had been a Federal judge before he came back to the state 
court. 

RDL: I assume then, that Stem was the first Jewish Justice? Do you know? 
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RDL: Did he experience any discrimination, do you think, as a result of that? 

NS: Well yes, not that he talked about to me, but you know they used to eat at the Union 
League and at about 11 :30 or 12, they'd pass the menus, and you selected, and when they 
walked over there, lunch would be there. But the Union League didn't accept Jewish 
people. And he refused to go. So he wouldn't go there at all. 

RDL: And they didn't change where they went to lunch? 

NS: No. But that influenced me. Because when I was at Dechert, the partners' luncheons were 
at the Union League every Friday. And I went and walked in the back door .. .l thought it 
was unjust... When I became a judge, I refused to go there anymore because they didn't 
accept women. And it was Justice Stem's example, I thought, "I won't go there." But the 
difference is, when I told my colleagues that I wouldn't go there, not one of them went to 
the next Lawyers' Club Meeting, at the Union League. The magistrate judges, two of 
them went, but no judge of the District Court went, and the Lawyer's Club changed their 
meeting place. Now, Judge Dolores Sloviter wrote a letter to the editor of the Legal and I 
think she believes that is what changed it. 

RDL: Let me just go back, I want to just...and then we are going to start Dechert unless you 
want to ... 

NS: No. 

RDL: I just wanted to get on the tape, because you had such a spectacular record in law school, 
if you could just describe for me some of the honors you received in law school. 

NS: Well I was on the Law Review, The Order of the Coif ... 

RDL: You graduated Magna Cum Laude ... 

NS: Yes. 

RDL: Do you recall what your class rank was? 

NS: I was third. 

RDL: And that remained all the way through? 

NS: Yes ... well I don't know, Chris Brando was first, and Joseph O'Donnell was second. And 
I would have been higher if I hadn't flunked income tax. 
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NS: Yes! I had exceptionally high grades in everything, but that brought me down like a 67 or 
68. The terrible thing is that it was an open book exam! So ... 

RDL: What year was that? Was that after you gotten your clerkship, or before ... 

NS: I think it was my third year, it was Professor Bruton. I never understood what the 
problem was, but, you know, it was good, because it gives you humility. You don't think 
you're so hot if...not everything goes perfectly. 

RDL: Was law school one of those experiences where you found that...it sounds like through 
elementary and high school and college it was challenging but not too tough; was law 
school different in that respect; that it was harder? 

NS: I think it was harder, but I hesitated .. .! felt up to it after the first year. I was a nervous 
wreck the first year; I was sure I was going to flunk out. And I'd never been 
overconfident. But my husband tends to scoff and says things like "you always think 
you're flunking." Well, occasionally I do! 

RDL; You lived at home during law school, 'till you got married ... 

NS: 'Till I got married; the first year I lived at home. 

RDL: Where did you live when you were first married? 

NS: We lived on Spruce Street the first year of our marriage. We were in a place that my 
mother cried when she saw. There were some prostitutes down the hall from us so it was 
a little ... activity throughout... It was a furnished apartment, it wasn't anything ... 

RDL: Did your mother want you to live with them? 

NS: Well we lived with them one summer. We spent a year in Norway and we came back 
with fifteen dollars in our pockets. We stayed with them in the summer until we could 
find a place of our own. But no, I don't think she wanted us to live with them. But she 
wanted us to live someplace nicer than we did. But we wanted to live on our own income 
which was Bernie's; the GI Bill. 

RDL: Ok I'm going to shut this off. .. 

* * * 
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RDL: This is the second interview of the oral history of the Honorable Norma L. Shapiro, 
Senior District Judge for the United States District Court for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania. It is being taken on behalf of Women Trailblazers in the Law, a project of 
the American Bar Association Commission on Women in the Profession. It is being 
conducted by Roberta Liebenberg on February 5, 2008. We are together in Judge 
Shapiro's chambers in the U.S. Courthouse, 601 Market Street, Philadelphia PA. Good 
morning Judge Shapiro, it's so good to resume your interview and we are sad that we are 
here today, after the passing of your wonderful husband, Dr. Bernie Shapiro. I knew him 
from serving with you on the ABA Board of Governors and from various ABA and other 
bar functions, and he will really be missed. 

NS: Thank you. He was very important in my ABA career since he retired as head of the 
Department of Nuclear Medicine at Albert Einstein Medical Center in 1993. He really 
devoted himself to me. He was an enabler of a very high grade. He came with me to all 
the ABA meetings and committee meetings, and I think he endeared himself to many of 
the women whom he was with mostly. He found them very interesting, and I guess he 
enjoyed a little of the lionization that the only man would engender. We were married 58 
years, and almost joined at the hip. It's a great loss to me, but I'm trying to continue my 
work because I know he would want me to. 

RDL: As we've heard in other parts of this oral history that he was a great supporter of you 
from day one in terms of your pursuing your career and helping you in terms of 
everything that you did in your career. 

NS: That's right. He was a very unusual man for his generation; he wanted a career woman 
for a wife. He only had one request or demand: he wanted us to be devoted to the 
children. And I left, as you ... well you don't know yet; but I left working for nine years to 
raise the children. But I didn't raise them myself; he gave up the general practice of 
medicine to be full time hospital staff so he could be with the children more. And during 
my extracurricular activities, when I was home, we had a pact that the children would 
never be alone on a school night. So if I had a meeting, he would stay home, and if he 
had a meeting, I would stay home. And we had a partnership in raising the children, that I 
think resulted in three wonderful sons. 

RDL: I think that's one of the great benefits of this oral history is to have not only you as a role 
model, but also Bernie as a role model. 

NS: He was a wonderful man. 
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RDL: We're going to continue following your career. We covered everything up to when you 
clerked for Judge Stern on the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. So we'll begin with what 
did you do after you completed your clerkship? 

NS: I took a year off to go to Europe. Bernie and I decided that, before we had children, we 
wanted to experience a little of the world. The way we did it was for him to apply for a 
research fellowship, and he received one from the American Cancer Society for the 
magnificent sum of $5,000, which was quite a bit of money for a fellowship in those 
days. He had friends who had contacts in Norway, and he got an appointment to the Det 
Norske Radium Hospital, the cancer hospital. And so we sold everything we had, and 
bought a little Renault, which we received delivery on in the southern coast of France. 
We sailed on the Constitution to Nice. We traveled all summer through Europe and ended 
up in Oslo, Norway in September. It was a wonderful year for him and for me. I studied 
Norwegian at the university. I kept in contact with the law by reading Supreme Court 
opinions in the Nobel Institute Library, and I observed juvenile court proceedings. I 
launched a study of the juvenile court system, and when I came back I had received a 
fellowship in juvenile court law from the University of Pennsylvania Law School. 

RDL: Are your experiences ... your experiences in Norway ... did that prompt your interest in 
juvenile law, and then applying for the Gowen Fellowship? 

NS: Well I won't say it prompted it; I was always interested. But it was something for which 
they were well known, so it was a useful area of study. Of course I learned to ski and to 
cook that year. 

RDL: All good things to learn how to do! 

NS: And the two of us learned a great deal about another culture; it was eye-opening for us. 
For one thing, it was a Socialist country. We came to understand the good and the bad of 
such a system. And we had some wonderful friends, all of whom spoke English. And 
they viewed our coming as a wonderful opportunity to perfect their English. So it was a 
very exciting ... 

RDL: How did your Norwegian tum out? 

NS: I could read Norwegian, I could understand Norwegian, I could never speak it very well, 
because it had an intonation, and I could never sing, and it's a very sing-songy language. 
So I never did very well at spoken Norwegian. But it's funny, if you don't use it, it goes 
away, but when I travel to foreign countries, Norwegian comes back to me. Which it is 
very interesting. Going to Brazil, I remembered my Norwegian, which is peculiar. 

RDL: What did you do in terms of the Gowen Fellowship? What were your responsibilities? 
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NS: You just really were at the law school to study and to write a thesis. There was no 
particular obligation. But that year, there was a law and psychiatry course that was being 
taught. It was taught by a psychiatrist and a law professor. And unfortunately, the law 
professor became ill, and I was asked to substitute for him in mid-semester. So I 
developed a new expertise in forensic psychiatry. 

RDL: How long did you then teach that course, Judge? 

NS: I believe it was just until the end of that semester. It was an exciting time to study 
juvenile court law; it was just at the time that Gault was decided by the Supreme Court 
and juveniles were given rights that they never had. My thesis was to argue for notice of 
the right to appeal in juvenile court proceedings. And I studied every jurisdiction in the 
country and argued for more due process rights for juveniles. 

RDL: Did you think about pursuing a teaching career after your experiences, both with the 
Gowen Fellowship and teaching the psychiatry course? 

NS: Yes. I did go back and teach the first course they had in "Women and the Law" at Penn 
Law School, but that was in the early 70's. I was not the most academically inclined; I 
was an activist, and I chose political science as a major instead of philosophy for that 
reason. And, I wanted really to be active in the law. As a matter of fact, when I became a 
lawyer I wanted to be a politician and write social legislation to improve the world. I was 
a do-gooder of the first order. And so teaching was too passive for me. When I was in 
Norway I tried to get a job in a law firm. 

RDL: In a Norwegian firm, or an American firm? 

NS: No, no, an American firm. And I was very excited when the law school told me that the 
senior partner of one of the largest law firms in Philadelphia wanted to interview me, but 
when I came home and arranged the interview, he wanted me as a law librarian. I 
declined, and so I took the year's fellowship at Penn because I really didn't have much 
else to do, and after that, the Dechert trial lawyers needed some extra help and they didn't 
want someone just out of law school. So they contacted the law school, and the faculty 
suggested me. 

RDL: The law school suggested you? 

NS: Yes. 

RDL: Who was the dean then? Do you remember? 

NS: It was Dean Fordham, perhaps. I've been through six deans there; I'm not quite sure. But 
at any rate, the Dean's Office recommended me. And Dechert -- then Dechert, Barnes, 
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Price, Myers and Rhoads -- had never hired a woman. But I guess I came well 
recommended, and six ofmy colleagues/classmates were there. When I went in to 
interview, I think 2 or 3 of them were on the interview committee, so they knew I was 
very able. They knew they could get along with me; that I wasn't going to throw my bras 
at them every day or something! Cause, you know, at that time people were very 
apprehensive about women lawyers; it's very hard to imagine, because of the acceptance 
now, what it was like in those days. 

RDL: Well it's interesting; wasn't it true that when Justice O'Connor came out she was offered 
either a secretarial or librarian type position as well? 

NS: And that was 2 or 3 years after I graduated; I graduated in '51, she probably graduated in 
'54, '55, or '56. But it was true, we were trivialized. And then, there were all sorts of 
barriers. The Dechert office was very good to me, professionally. 

RDL: Let me just get the timing so that we have clarity on this. As I look at your resume, you 
were at Penn from 1955 to '56, and then went to Dechert in '56. 

NS: That's right. And that was, again, on the recommendation of the law school. 

RDL: And, did you apply to any other law firms or you just had this opportunity from Dechert? 
You're life was filled with great fortuity! 

NS: That's right! I can't complain that I've had trouble finding a job. And when I came there, 
I was very sensitive to the argument that you train women and then they go off and have 
babies, because Bobbi, I told you, when I got the clerkship with Horace Stem, one of the 
faculty members had opposed my getting the appointment on the ground that it would be 
a wasted educational opportunity. 

RDL: Since you were a woman. 

NS: He later went on to Harvard Law School, and I encountered him after I became a judge. It 
was a lot of fun. 

RDL: Did he remember those remarks? 

NS: No, no. But I reminded him! 

RDL: I bet! I bet! Did you, when you went to Dechert, did they have, was it more general 
practice or did you go into a particular area? 

NS: They had four departments that they called "teams" and I went to the trial team. Owen 
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Rhoades had a very big securities case involving Bear Stems and he wanted help on it, so 
I really came to help him on that. And, I didn't know beans about securities law. There 
was a very famous text by Loss, a professor at Harvard Law School, and I took two 
volumes home one weekend and read them from cover to cover. But it was a marvelously 
interesting case. 

RDL: How many people were on that team? 

NS: When I came there were 18. There were 55 lawyers in the firm. When I left there were 55 
lawyers in the trial department, and, oh I don't know, about 150, 180 in the firm. And, of 
course, now they have a little less than 1000 lawyers, I think, and I don't know how many 
are in the trial department, which they may not call the trial team anymore. 

RDL: But it was very interesting that Dechert would want you for the trial team because many 
women, especially, were put into estates or domestic relations, so this was something that 
was very unique. Did you want to go into the trial team; was that your first choice? 

NS: Yes. Well, of course, they had one other women there and she was lovely to me; she was 
Nelson West's wife, Margaret (Peg). And she wasn't hired, she was acquired when he 
came in as a partner; she just came with him. They did estates work. But I wasn't 
particularly interested in that. Judge Freedman, who was the author of a book on family 
law, at one time had asked me to work as his editor, assisting with the new edition of his 
book. I think by then he was a judge. And I wasn't interested in doing that either. So I 
thought trial work would give me more exposure and more opportunity to do good in the 
community. I hadn't forsaken my goal of politics .. .! was active. There was a time, I had a 
case when it seemed to me that the clients were very resistant to having me work on it, 
and I went to the head of the trial team and I said, "They don't want me; they don't want 
a woman working on the case." 

RDL: Who was that that you went to? Do you recall? 

NS: Well, I think I went...either Owen Rhoades or Francis DeLone. And he said, "If they 
don't want you, they don't want our firm." So they were very affirmative about my work; 
socially it was somewhat different. 

RDL: Can you describe that for us, and also did you, as you describe your experience socially, 
did you feel that there was any kind of gender discrimination or religious discrimination 
because at that time the law firms in Philadelphia were almost...I'll use the word 
segregated? 

NS: There were former Jewish lawyers in the firm, but I was the first Jewish lawyer they 
hired. Proclaimed Jewish, or unashamedly Jewish. But no, there really wasn't. It was a 
gentile firm in the sense that you didn't spend much time with your partners socially 
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outside the office. They all had their social connections; many of them were in the Social 
Register, Main Line ... prominent Main Line people. In a Jewish firm, and I may be wrong, 
but especially in a smaller Jewish firm, if you had a wedding you invited everyone in the 
firm. That would never happen in the Dechert office. So, I was invited to some social 
events by my colleagues; people who would work with me. But it just was a very 
different kind of atmosphere, and that suited me fine. I didn't need the firm for my social 
life. 

RDL: What would you do, for example, at lunch? Did any of the men invite you to lunch, or did 
you end up having lunch by yourself? And were there any advantages because you were 
there and they were out at lunch? 

NS: You've anticipated me; maybe I told you this story before! But, the partners, of course, 
all had lunch together on Fddays. They had a social program, where partners would 
invite you to dinner, and I remember, when Ted Voorhees asked me, wondering what on 
earth you wear to a partner's home where he has sheep grazing on the estate and they 
come into the living room! He was a wonderful person, and that was funny. So I was 
always wondering how to behave in this sort of alien atmosphere. But the associates 
would not have lunch with me, and the reason was not that they didn't like me, but at that 
time, you were afraid to be seen lunching with a woman. They really were afraid that it 
would start gossip, and I never had my door closed when I had a member of the firm in to 
talk to me. Again, you didn't want to set off gossip. Now I was the most happily married 
person, and not at all interested in any of them, but you had to be aware of these 
problems. Then you asked ifthere were advantages. Well, one Friday ... 

RDL: Well we heard about the disadvantages, so I wanted to see ifthere were any advantages. 

NS: It started my career there, as a matter of fact, because .. .! came in February of, what was 
it, '55 ... 

RDL: '56. 

NS: '56. I came February 151, 1956. In April, when Daylight Savings came in, and the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, I guess our most important client, went on Daylight Savings time, 
and the union went on strike; it would lose a million dollars a day. 

RDL: Which was real money in those days. 

NS: That's right. Mr. Price, and some others, went down to the District Court to get an 
injunction and Judge Welsh denied it. Phil Price came back to the Dechert office looking 
for someone to help him with an appeal. The other partners went off to the partners' 
lunch, and I was the only lawyer in the office. So he said, "Well I guess you'll have to 
do." 
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NS: No. And he said, "Do you know how to take an appeal?" and I said, "Of course, Mr. 
Price." I hadn't the vaguest idea! So I went down ... 

RDL: Another good lesson for lawyers! 

NS: That's right! I went down to the Court of Appeals, and the Clerk was Ida Creskoff. She 
had not been able to get a job as a lawyer when she graduated, and she was the Clerk of 
the Court of Appeals. 

RDL: Had she gone to Penn with you? 

NS: No, she was older than I. She went to Penn and she clerked for Judge Herbert Goodrich 
of the Third Circuit who had written books on procedure. And I said, "Ida you always 
told me you wanted to see young women succeed in these major law firms. Here's your 
chance. Tell me how I take an appeal and get a panel this afternoon!" And she did, and I 
wrote out on yellow tablet paper the Notice of Appeal, and by 3 o'clock we had a panel 
of three judges on the Court of Appeals, and they reversed Judge Welsh. Well, Mr. Price 
was very grateful. 

RDL: And impressed, I assume? 

NS: And impressed! And when he gave the statement to the newspapers he mentioned my 
name, which appeared "Phillip Price and Norma Shapiro." Well my mother and father 
carried that clipping around in their wallets for years! And he was very gracious in 
praising me, and that really set me up in the office as someone you could rely on. 
Another triumph, sort of related to the ABA. Fran DeLone was asked to argue a moot 
court for the Litigation Section based on National Student Marketing, and he asked me to 
help him with the brief. And I did, and then we did a prep book, where I got him all the 
cases and listed their significance and gave it to him. And I told him, "Here, if you read 
this ... " 

RDL: You'll be ready. 

NS: Yes. And he did, and he was very impressed, and he won! What I was able to do as a 
woman was, I think, was to be an associate, in a very profound way. In other words, I 
think--and in that generation women were alchemized to serve men--I did not necessarily 
resent being subservient, but I knew how to make things easy for someone else, and I 
didn't mind their getting the glory for what I had done. So I think it was easy for me to be 
a useful associate. I worked a lot with Fran DeLone and Matt Broderick. .. 
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RDL: And they did mostly antitrust, as I recall? 

NS: Yes. And they were on the Pennsylvania Railroad bankruptcy, and I remember, one day, 
Fran Delone came in and said, "We represent the Pennsylvania Railroad. Your job is to 
get extensions of time for us in all the cases where we're being sued." There were 33. 
And so I did that with big tables .. .I was very organized. One of the reasons I did well in 
law school was that I outlined every answer. And so that worked out well. 

RDL: You were at Dechert for two years ... 

NS: Oh, yes, and there was a story I didn't tell you. Because Bernie and I were very anxious 
to have children, and we had been married 5 years and hadn't had any children, when I 
interviewed with them, I said, "Now I know you say you hire a woman and she just 
leaves. I want you to know when I get pregnant I'm leaving, and if that bothers you, don't 
hire me, but while I'm here, I'll make it worth your while." 

RDL: So, they knew exactly what you were going to do; there were going to be no surprises. 

NS: That's right. I was there two and a half years; I left in June of '58 when I was seven 
months pregnant with my oldest child. 

RDL: That was probably interesting too, because many women, when they got pregnant, you 
never saw them. For you to have worked through your seventh month; did you have any 
reaction to that? 

NS: Well, what hurt me the most was that I never got to try a case for them because it took so 
long to bring a case to trial. And, I had one case for the Pennsylvania Railroad where I'm 
sure they chose me because I was a woman, because the plaintiff lost her uterus going 
between two cars or something. And I very much wanted to try it. When we were up to 
picking a jury, the plaintiff accepted a settlement offer, and there was no way we could 
try the case since she accepted our settlement offer. So I never tried a case for Dechert 
when I was there for the first time. When I was home with the children, Dechert asked 
me to do work for it. 

RDL: And did you? 

NS: Yes, when the kids were in day camp in the summer. I was the one who decided whether 
Dechert should get Lexis or Westlaw. When computers came in, they wanted advice on 
what they should do in the library, and so they sent me to law libraries in Washington and 
New York and I wrote reports and made a recommendation. So that was very nice. 

RDL: It's interesting because that's a model that law firms are looking at now in terms of how 
to keep their most valuable commodity, women who've gone off to raise children, by 
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including them in those types of projects. So it's interesting that Dechert realized that in 
the 60's. 

NS: Well, I had a very good relationship with the people with whom I worked. It sounds 
somewhat immodest, but to be blunt, I was pretty good at what I did. And they were 
pretty appreciative. 

RDL: How long were you home before you came back to Dechert? 

NS: I was home nine years. And, when I came back ... 

RDL: Let's talk about, then, what you did in those nine years, because you weren't just home; 
you were also embellishing and helping your career. 

NS: That's right. Well I always knew that I wanted to go back. By this time, I decided I didn't 
want to go back into politics. For one thing, I loved working at Dechert much more than I 
thought I would. I loved the practice of law; I find it intellectually challenging. At that 
time, you could earn a very good living for doing what you enjoyed, so that meant a great 
deal to me. I had no illusions that I could go back to that firm, so I did things to keep up. I 
had a little private practice. I wrote some wills, I changed some names. I got a couple of 
divorces. 

RDL: Were these people who were friends who would ask you for legal help or, how did you 
get these clients? 

NS: They were friends. When we built our house, we had an office for me in the house that 
was set up, but nobody ever came to that office. But, in any rate, I learned something 
about estate probate, and I took divorce matters. And I learned that the clerks at City Hall 
were much nicer to women than to men; "Oh you poor little girl, you don't know what 
you're doing. Let me help you." That sort of thing. So that, I did a little here and there. 
Also, I read the law in the law library downtown. I had a childless aunt who adored my 
children; her name was Gwen. And she taught school, and her husband worked at Boyds. 
At that time, all the stores in town were open Wednesday nights until 9 o'clock. And 
every Wednesday she would come over and stay with the kids until 9 o'clock, and I 
would be free. I would pick him up; he didn't drive, and drive him back to our house. So 
Wednesday was Gwen's day. And in the beginning, I went off to the comer to have a cup 
of coffee. And then I went to have my hair done on Wednesdays. And gradual!}' I began 
to come in town every Wednesday and read at the law library. And David Berger asked 
me to join the Medical Legal Committee because my husband was a doctor. .. 

RDL: Of the Philadelphia Bar Association. 

NS: Yes, the Philadelphia Bar, and I said I would do it if he would have the meetings on 
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Wednesdays. And so, once a month, Wednesday afternoon at 4 o'clock, I was secretary 
of the Medical Legal Committee. And that was the beginning of my Bar Association 
work. I knew a lot of lawyers, and after I came back I was appointed chair of the first 
Women in the Law Committee. And, then I was elected to the Board of Governors, and I 
became first female Chair of the Board of Governors. 

RDL: And we're going to get to that too, but I wanted to ask you about your work on behalf of 
the School Board and how that helped you in terms of furthering your career and what 
you gained from being in that political process. 

NS: Well, when I was home and when the children got in school, I got active in the home and 
school association. You get active, you become president, or something. And, there was 
an inter-school council; we didn't have a PT A in Lower Merion, but there was an inter
school council. And I became very active; I went to every School Board meeting. They 
never really had an elected School Board. If someone was going to leave, he or she left so 
that the School Board could appoint the successor, who then ran as an incumbent. It was 
very non-political. There was a vacancy, and I was considered. And, at that time, I was a 
registered Democrat in a very Republican district, and I was everybody's second choice. 
They split 3-3 on who would be first, and then I was the compromise candidate. And I 
loved it, because it was an opportunity to do real good. The superintendent for many 
years retired while I was on the Board and we devised a way of selecting a new 
superintendent. And I thought we selected a marvelous superintendent; he was very 
progressive. We started to have open classrooms, and special programs for gifted children 
and children with disabilities. 

RDL: Did you have to run periodically? 

NS: Well I had to run .. .I'd been on the School Board .. .let's see .. .I forget but I had to run for 
re-election. And my classmate James McConnon said, "Norma, you're a wonderful 
School Board member and I'd like to support you, but I'm Chairman of the Lower 
Merion Republican Committee, and there is no way I could support you unless you 
become a Republican." And at that time, since there was very little else that I was doing 
for the good of the community or that I could, I became a Republican and I was elected to 
the School Board. Then it was a six year term, not a four year. I'd been on the Board 
three years. And during that time, there was tremendous inflation. It was the 1970s. And 
inflation in the area where the School District was very vulnerable: salaries and services. 
And so we raised taxes, and that set up a tax payer group, and a Committee on Sensible 
Taxation. There were some who opposed me because of this. They had no children in the 
School District and they really didn't care about the schools. And I was defeated in the 
Republican Primary by a man who was later rumored to be an alcoholic and quit. He 
never was interested in being on the School Board. That would have hurt me, except if I 
had been an elected member of the School Board when the vacancy on the court came on, 
I wouldn't have been a district judge. 
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NS: That's right. So that out of my defeat came ... first of all, a restlessness about no longer 
being in public service, because my husband thought it was a little strange that I chose to 
cut my income a third when my children were starting college. But I don't think I would 
have done it if I had stayed on the Lower Merion School Board. So that was one way it 
helped my career. The other way was, of course, it gave me a sense of the dynamics of 
working with people. We were a School Board of 7 or 9; it's changed, it's now 7. But 
you had to learn how to get along with people, how to bargain, how to compromise. And 
I developed a great respect for the people on my Board. I brought the first physician on 
the Board. And we were always looking for qualified people. 

RDL: And trying to develop consensus I would imagine. 

NS: That's right. And it was very hard, and so, in a way, as a trial judge, I've come into my 
own. If you had asked me what kind of judge I would have liked to have been out of law 
school, I would have said an appellate judge. I clerked for Horace Stem. I would have 
been flattered to go on the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. The Court of Appeals was once 
attractive to me. My mother claims I wanted to be the first woman on the United States 
Supreme Court. But as I look back, I'm where I belong. Because, you can get reversed 
once in a while, but at least you do what you think is right. You call it your way; you 
don't have to make the constant compromises with other people. I've sat on the Third 
Circuit Court of Appeals, and it's a wonderful, instructive experience, but I'm where I 
belong. 

RDL: It's a very interesting perspective, but to go back, when did you then go back to Dechert? 
You had been home, and then how did you then transition back to Dechert? 

NS: That's a funny story too. But I want to finish with the School Board by stating that many 
Philadelphia lawyers lived in Lower Merion, and, the schools were so good, many of 
them sent their kids to public schools. So I made wide contacts, and I think that the 
lawyers I knew through the Bar Association and through the Lower Merion School Board 
were the reason the Bar, as a whole, was so accepting of my appointment as a District 
Judge. 

RDL: Now did you continue to be active in the Bar Association while you were still active on 
the School Board? 

NS: Oh yes, yes. And I was active in the Bar Association until I was appointed to the court. 
And I haven't been exactly active since then, but I've been involved .. .! mean at one time 
very few of our judges came to Bar Association meetings. I always have and I've always 
maintained my contacts and my friendships, and I've tried to extend them to the 
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Montgomery County Bar as well because I am a resident of Montgomery County. You 
asked how did I go back to Dechert. When Aaron, my youngest, my baby, was in first 
grade I felt it was time. And in September, at the Bench-Bar Conference, Bernie and I 
decided to explore how this could be accomplished. I wanted to go back to work part
time, twenty hours a week, three days. And I remember Bernie went up to ... he knew 
many of the lawyers ... and he went up to one of my good friends at Dechert and said, "Do 
you know where Norma could get a part-time job?" And he said, "Well why don't you 
try us?" So he said she didn't think Dechert would be interested; they never had a part
time lawyer. So I called and I made an appointment for an interview, and was hired. 

RDL: Were some of your mentors still there that you could go back to? Was Mr. DeLone still 
there? 

NS: Yes, yes. Francis DeLone was there; Owen Rhodes, I think, had retired. But it was the 
younger generation; it was Gordon Gerber and Ray Midget and Artie Newbold and Matt 
Broderick who were still there. They all knew me; they knew that, part-time, they'd get 
as much out of me as they got from some people full-time. 

RDL: Were there other women at that point who were working full time, and how many if you 
can recall? 

NS: I don't recall but I do know that sometime during my being there Mary McLaughlin 
came, and that was fun. We worked together occasionally. 

RDL: And Mary McLaughlin, who was at Dechert, is now a Judge on the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania. 

NS: Maybe, four or five, I don't know. They were associates, and I remember giving some of 
them advice and counsel. You know, I came in at a very funny position; I was much older 
than my peer group. But the deal was that I would work three days a week: one day full 
time, two days I would leave at two, and be home when the kids came home from school. 
So it was Wednesdays, when Gwen was there, that I didn't come home and spent the day. 
And the deal was that we wouldn't talk to people about my being part-time. Very few of 
those lawyers spent full-time on any one case, so really it didn't become an issue. And 
then I had another stroke of good luck. It was sort of understood that I wouldn't go out of 
town on trials. There weren't that many out of town trials at the Dechert office at that 
time. But we represented Westinghouse, and we went out to Pittsburgh to the 
Westinghouse offices. But if it was overnight, it was just one night, or something like 
that. But Rule 23 was amended for class actions, and no one in the office knew anything 
about class actions, so that became my baby. At that time, in the securities cases filed, 
none of them were tried; they were all settled. So I became a specialist in the settlement 
of class-actions, mostly securities, but I did a couple of big antitrust settlements. And I 
developed all the forms that Dechert used for settlements. I remember in the case 
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involving computers, when Fran DeLone went out to Minneapolis to try that case. 

RDL: Was that the 3M case? 

NS: .. .I don't know. It was a long time ago. But we had a case involving the invention of the 
computer. We represented one of the two people recognized as inventing computers. And 
Fran DeLone came in and he said, "We've achieved this settlement we've negotiated. All 
you need to do is draw up the papers." There were 20 defendants; we represented a 
defendant. Aaron Fine was representing a plaintiff. And I remember I got along better 
with him than with my co-defendants. I was on the phone hours for hours. It was my first 
200 hour a month work. 

RDL: You were supposed to be working three days a week? 

NS: Well, eventually, of course, as the children got older, after working part-time I went full
time in 1973. But that was my field, and because that was my field, and there were so 
many settlements, I had very little actual trial experience. I was down in court here on the 
Pennsylvania Railroad reorganization, and I argued a couple of cases before the Superior 
and Supreme Court of Pennsylvania and I second-chaired a patent trial for a North 
Carolina firm. I remember that well; it involved ... footlets ... and the lawyers wanted me to 
try them on to show the jury! After we found out what the out-of-town lawyers were 
charging, we upped our rates as local counsel, because we were responsible for the 
victory as far as I was concerned. I worked with Arlen Specter on some securities cases. 

RDL: Where was he at the time? 

NS: He was at the Dechert office. 

RD L: I did not know that. 

NS: Arlen, when he graduated from Yale, spent time at the Dechert office before he was 
elected the DA. And then he came back. I think he ran for Mayor from the Dechert office 
and lost. And then, of course, he ran again for the Senate, and he won and then he left the 
office. When I went on maternity leave, he took over my cases and clients. Then I taught 
him securities law; I think he would acknowledge that. It was fun working with him; he 
was a wonderful lawyer. He was a very aggressive litigator, and he hated to settle cases. 
The one favor I did for him was to force him to settle a case against an accounting firm. I 
said, "Arlen, there's a securities case in the Supreme Court, and they're going to decide 
there's limited accountant liability. We better deal with this now." We did, and, of 
course, I was right. 

RDL: Did you ever have to present in Court to seek settlement approval? Did you do any of that 
kind of court work; to get approval of the settlement, in connection with your work? 
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NS: Yes, but it was much easier then. I mean the whole world has changed since there are so 
many more cases. I think there had been one trial of a securities case when I became a 
judge. And the funny thing was I knew that area cold. When Arthur Miller lectured on 
class actions at the new judge's school, I was the only one who gave him a hard time by 
asking any questions! But for five years I was assigned no securities cases and no class 
actions. So by the time I got them, it was also another new field. I went full-time with 
Dechert in '73, but not until I became a part-time partner. To me, it was very important to 
women, in general, that a woman who worked part-time could become a partner. And the 
first year I came up for partnership, I had a majority in favor but not a consensus, and 
Dechert wouldn't make a partner unless it was an overwhelming, almost unanimous vote. 
And I remember Fran DeLone came in and apologized to me, saying that there were 
some men who thought that I wasn't adequately devoted to the firm because I worked 
part-time. And I told him, I said, "I understood that, and I would accept it. But if I didn't 
become a partner the following year, I would leave." Well those men who thought I 
wasn't sufficiently devoted were very dependent on me. There was one that no one else 
could get along with; I was the only one. So, they made me a partner next year, and I 
stayed. 

RDL: Do you recall what year that was? 

NS: Well, it was the year I became ... '73, I was a partner five years before I became a judge. 
Full-time partner. No, wait a minute, it was the year after .. .1 went full-time the year after I 
became a part-time partner. But I think I became a partner in '73. 

RDL: Yes, 1973. 

NS: So then, I went full-time in '74 or '75 and I was elected to the Dechert Policy Committee 
in 1976. 

RDL: I think it's still very rare, just in recent years. Have you seen the growth of firms making 
part time partners? Were you the only part-time woman partner in the city at the time? Do 
you know? 

NS: I believe I was. I don't know of anyone else. For one thing, there were very few women 
working part-time. And it took a while. After I became a judge, I heard they weren't 
permitting it for women at Dechert·. They weren't so sympathetic. And I must say I talked 
to a few of my friends about that. Because I felt that there was no legacy unless I made it 
easier for other women. And, in general, women who are sufficiently devoted to their 
children, to want to take care of them, make good lawyers. 

RDL: It's the same care! 
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NS: That's right. I don't think that there's any problem. I know that it's easier now to work 
full-time and raise children, and I appreciate the achievements of those who did it. But I 
never wanted to. For one thing my husband didn't want me to. For another thing I loved 
taking care of my children. I'm actually very maternal; I love children. And I wouldn't 
give up, for anything, the time I had with them. 

RDL: You were always a role model for all the women here in Philadelphia. As a lawyer at 
Dechert, did you meet with the other women, who were at other firms, and try to provide 
network and support for one another? 

NS: Absolutely. For one thing, you have to understand the dimension. When I became a 
practicing lawyer at Dechert, I was an associate before I had children. There were 12 of 
us in the City of Philadelphia. And we met every week, and Friday we had a table at the 
restaurant that was underneath where Caldwell's was. I think they sold it. But the 
building across from City Hall. And so anyone who could would come for lunch. 

RDL: Do you remember who was a part of that group? 

End of Side A/Beginning of Side B, Tape 1 2/5/08 

RDL: This is the second side of our taping with Judge Shapiro, and she is describing right now 
their Friday meetings. 

NS: Paula Markowitz was there, once in a while. Almanina Barbour would come. Judy 
Jamison was a part of the group. 

RDL: Was Helen Siegal Sax? Was she a part of that group? 

NS: No, she .. .I knew her, but I believe she was handicapped, and it was hard for her to get 
out. She was doing estate work, I think at Wolf Block. Dolores Sloviter, Judge Sloviter in 
'56, I think. And so, we gossiped, talked, told funny stories about incidents that occurred. 
It was a very nice time. And, when I came back nine years later, I no longer knew every 
woman practicing law, and that was nice, in a way, that there were so many of them. But 
in the early years, I knew every woman who practiced law. There was Virginia Wallace. 

RDL: Where was she at, Judge? 

NS: White & Williams, maybe. 

RDL: Oh, right. Yea, you're right. I think there is an award for her. 

NS: Maybe. And of course there were women at the law school. Women who helped Louis 
Schwartz on his ALI project, the Model Penal Code. 
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RDL: While you didn't know all of the women lawyers, when you came back to work at 
Dechert, you were very involved in helping to formulate women's committees at the Bar 
Association. If you could speak a little bit about your role, in terms of the different types 
of women's committees and what you think they brought to the Bar. 

NS: Well, Philadelphia Bar Association Chancellor Harold Cramer appointed me to a Woman 
in the Law Committee to try and decide what we should do. And, the first thing we 
decided is what we should not do. There were certain hot button topics that we didn't 
want to touch, on the ground that the community was too split and we wouldn't be 
productive. But, in those days, I remember Margaret Boyce was practicing. Magistrate 
Judge Faith Angell was practicing. Faith Angell's father gave her a membership in an 
exclusive dining club that was exclusive to men, and he nominated her as M.F. Angell. 
And I went with her the first time we tried to eat there, and they had a freaking fit, and 
later wrote and said, "You know what M.F. stands for." And so she was active in ... these 
women's groups. And Judy Jamison ... she was more reluctant. She thought we should 
infiltrate the Bar Association, and not have a separate women's group because it was 
counter-productive. 

RDL: Let's talk about that. Were there those that thought it would be important to have a 
separate Women's Bar Association? 

NS: There was a separate Women's Bar Association; it was sort oflike a club. I was invited to 
it when I was in law school; the women wore evening gowns and long white gloves. I 
decided I couldn't take that. Philadelphia has never been interested in a separate 
Women's Bar Association. There was just this feeling that we really should make our 
way in the regular Bar Association, and fortunately we ultimately were able to. There 
also was ... I'm trying to think of who else was active in the original Women's Committee. 
But there also was the beginning of the Women's Law Project. 

RDL: Can you describe your work and what the Women's Law Project is, for this history? 

NS: Well, I was on the Board, along with Lisa Richette and two women who later became 
professors of law, and a single man, Tom from New Mexico. I remember a board meeting 
when one of the women came and started to nurse her baby. And the look on his face! 
But our job was to legally fight discrimination. 

RDL: Where was the Women's Law project headquartered? Was it here in Philadelphia or in 
D.C.? 

NS: This was a Philadelphia group, I think on 16th Street. They had an office and would test 
housing. They would send people around to see if a landlord would rent to single women; 
that sort of thing. They would write articles about women's issues. When the fuss came 
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up about women's credit, they were very active in that. And, of course, the Governor had 
a Commission on Women. 

RDL: Were you a part of that Commission? 

NS: Yes. 

RDL: Because Arlene Lotman was ... 

NS: Arlene Lotman was the Executive Director and Debbie Willig was her assistant. And 
Debbie Willig decided to go to law school because of her work on the Commission on 
Women. And they did a tremendous job in making credit available to women, because 
there was a time when, if you were a widow, even if you were a very rich widow, you 
couldn't get any credit at all because you had no income. And not many women were 
working at that time. So I was active on that. 

RDL: How did your firm react to your being involved in the Women's Law Project? 

NS: They approved of anything that brought you public recognition and credit to the Bar. I 
don't think they would have enjoyed my being active in a criminal conspiracy, but they 
were affirmative about the Law Project. And the School Board, because, of course, some 
of them hoped my being on the School Board would help them with school-related 
problems. 

RDL: In terms of your involvement in the Philadelphia Bar, I think you mentioned that you 
were the first woman Chair of the Board of Governors, and you were also ... 

NS: Chancellor Bernie Borish selected me to do that. 

RDL: Selected you ... 

NS: Yes, the Chancellor of the Bar had his choice of who would be Chair of the Board of 
Governors, and he asked me to chair the Board. 

RDL: And he had worked with you on various committees? 

NS: Yes. 

RDL: And, as I understand it, you were also being considered, or you were going to run, for the 
Chancellor of the Bar Association, which is like the President, but it's called the 
Chancellor of the Philadelphia Bar Association. How did that work, and in terms of, I 
know that there was another fortuity in terms of, at the time you were running for 
Chancellor you were also being considered for a judge? 
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NS: It propelled me into the judgeship, as it were. There were three candidates. When you 
were Chair of the Board of Governors that was a sort of traditional stepping stone to 
becoming Chancellor. And the first time I ran for the Board, I had been defeated because 
one of the other populist candidates claimed that no one who worked for Dechert should 
get on the Board of Governors; he didn't like the big firms. But, he and I...he had been a 
clerk for Judge David Ullman of the Court of Common Pleas, and I was a protegee of 
David's, and I told him Judge Ullman would tum over in his grave at this man fighting 
me. The next time I ran, I tidily won. So, it was considered a stepping stone. And I was 
interested because no woman had been Chancellor. And I always felt, not just for me, I 
was interested in doing things that I could that would help other women. And I thought a 
woman as Chancellor would be very significant for the Bar Association. 

RDL: Were you back full time then at Dechert at this time? 

NS: Oh yes. It was '77. And Charlie Hileman, Pat Kittredge and I were all candidates at this 
time. And I was developing support and, I guess, I had a fair chance at that time. Women 
didn't have the advantage at the polls that they sometimes have now, but it wasn't a 
disadvantage. And, at that same time, there was two vacancies on the District Court, and 
the President, Jimmy Carter, had announced that he really wanted women and minorities. 
And there was a Merit Commission appointed by the President, I think. With the Court of 
Appeals, it was mandatory that you be nominated by a Merit Commission, but for the 
District Court, it was advisory. But, they were holding it open for applications. And I 
went to a meeting of the Bar Association on compulsory membership in the Bar or 
compulsory insurance; it was on some hot topic. And Tom O'Neill, who is now my 
colleague on the Court, said, "Norma, you really ought to apply, because the President's 
going to nominate a woman." So I thought about it. And walking back from the meeting, 
I walked back with Lou Van Dusen. 

RDL: He was at Drinker? I think he was ... 

NS: I don't know. His brother, Frank, was a good friend of mine. We had worked together in 
Lower Merion on a commission to improve relationship between the races, Human 
Relations Council of Lower Merion. And he was very gracious in giving his time and 
energy and house as a meeting place. So I knew Lou through him. And I said, "How do 
you apply for this thing?" Well the next day I got from him, unsolicited, an application, 
and a date for an interview. 

RDL: Was he on the Merit Commission? 

NS: Yes. It turned out he was on the Merit Commission! 

RDL: Again, another fortuity! 
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NS: And I had two interviews, and I don't...! really didn't think much about it. And then some 
one called from the Women's Law Project and asked if they could support me, because 
Lisa Richette was one of the other nominees and they were supporting her, and they 
didn't want to support one member of the Board and not another. So I said, "Suit 
yourself; it's fine." Ultimately, there were seven people recommended; Lisa and I were 
the two women, and there were five men. Three of whom, I think, are now on my court 
with me. But they had to wait for a while. 

RDL: Let me ask you, how did it affect your being considered, given that you were a 
Republican, a registered Republican, and we had a Democratic President? 

NS: Well that was very interesting; it didn't come up at that time. But I thought it was 
laughable that I would be nominated. There were two things working at the same time; 
there was a big supporter of Charlie Hileman from his firm who very much wanted him 
to be Chancellor, and approached me to withdraw my name. And after I learned I was 
one of the two female nominees, I said to him, "I'm willing to be Chancellor, and I'm 
willing to be a District Judge, but I know I'm not going to give up both." So I think he 
took it upon himself to make me a District Judge! 

RDL: Was he a part of the Montgomery County Democratic Party, or ... 

NS: No, but he was very highly placed in Washington. And his partner gave me a list of 
things I had to do to get the nomination, for example. As I predicted, the President was 
determined to nominate Louis Pollak and Lisa Richette. And, again, that didn't surprise 
me. But I got...eventually, after some time, Lisa withdrew, for reasons that I've never 
known for sure. Although after she withdrew, I must have gotten 20 phone calls telling 
me the reasons, and they were all different. None of them substantive, but she did, and I 
was the only woman left. And then I got a list of things to do to get the nomination. 

RDL: Like what? 

NS: Well, I had to get the approval of the Democratic Chairman of Montgomery County and 
the Democratic Chairman of Philadelphia County. 

RDL: Was that difficult, again because of your ... 

NS: When I got news from the White House, from the Department of Justice, I was out in 
Pittsburgh for Westinghouse, and I got this call. And I took it at a pay phone, with a Coke 
machine dropping Cokes; it was hard to hear. And a very nice man from the Department 
of Justice, a Deputy Attorney General, said, "The President has withdrawn his objections 
to your nomination." Well I didn't know the President knew me or had any objections! 
And he said, "Only we've lost your application; could you send us a copy?" So that 
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wasn't a very promising way of beginning, but I sent him a copy. And it seems that the 
President felt that the School Board position was non-partisan; it wasn't really an 
impediment. If I had still been on the Board, he wouldn't have nominated me because I 
was an elected official. But because I had been defeated, he would consider it. So, you 
see, out of all these disappointing things, came good things in my life. I got the approval 
of the Montgomery County Democratic Chairman very easily. It was Colleen Alexander, 
and God bless her she wanted a woman on the Court so bad she didn't care if! was a 
Republican. So she asked me to come to her house one weekend, and she gave me a 
beautiful letter. The Democratic City Chairman was at Obermeyer Rebman. One ofmy 
colleagues on the School Board, Paul Heintz, put in a good word for me, but I'm 
convinced that the thing that really did it is the year before the Chairman had called me to 
get his school bus stop changed for his secretary's son. He was handicapped, and I knew 
the superintendent would never do it because I asked him to. But it turned out that the 
request was meritorious, and changed the school bus stop. And Marty Weinberg, being 
the politician he is, never forgot that. You know, a favor deserves a favor, so he gave his 
approval. 

RDL: It was really interesting how things all fell into place. 

NS: That's right! It's funny; it's been the story ofmy life! If I hadn't been nominated, I'd call 
it "Everyone's Second Choice." because, it turned out, I learned from someone politically 
connected on my court now, that, at the time, the Democrats were split between two of 
the male candidates. And the fact that they couldn't get together on a male candidate gave 
the President the opportunity to send me in. So, that was how I got nominated, and that 
was, sort of, Memorial Day weekend. I was confirmed August 11th, and in between was 
very weird. 

RDL: In terms of what, and did you ever get to meet President Carter? 

NS: Oh, yes. Not at the time of my nomination, which was a disappointment; I would have 
thought he would want to meet his nominees, but the following year, when the women 
judges were meeting in Washington, he asked to meet with the women he had nominated. 
And we went to the White House. I remember it rained, and Cornelia Kennedy was 
wearing the most beautiful ultra-suede suit I had ever seen. And it wasn't ruined by the 
rain. He gave a very inspiring speech about how he would leave office but we would be 
his legacy. 

RDL: And, in fact, he did appoint a great...one of the largest number of women and minority 
judges ... 

NS: Well, he appointed one woman to every Court of Appeals but one. And those women, 
many of them become Chief Judges, just on seniority. And, I was not able to become 
Chief Judge, because Chief Judge Ed Cahn was so young, and he served a full seven 
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RDL: I think, you know, we want to, at least, say for the history, in terms about the time of your 
appointment, which I think is really something, again, part of your really wonderful 
resume, was that you were the first woman judge in the Third Circuit. .. 

NS: Absolutely. 

RDL: The eighth in the United States, and twelfth in the history of the United States. So quite 
an achievement at the time. 

NS: And received with some apprehension in some quarters! Yes, there were very few women 
in the district courts. But it was nice for me. I think I told you that in 8th grade I had 
written an essay on Florence Ellinwood Allen, the first female federal judge, so it was 
very nice. 

RDL: Were your parents still alive? Was your mother... 

NS: My parents were still alive, and I wanted to be installed fairly soon because my father 
was dying of cancer. And I was sworn in the end of September, almost thirty years ago 
this year. 

RDL: It's amazing that your three children were there, and Bernie obviously, and your parents. 

NS: Yes it was wonderful. And very nice in the press, too. And as I said to Chancellor of the 
Bar Association Bobby Daniels when the Bar Association gave me the clock you see here 
in my chambers. I said, "You start out with everyone loves Norma Shapiro, but a year 
and a few decisions later, half of you will not! So all you can go is downhill." 

RDL: Talk a little bit about the changes that you've seen on the court, in terms of you've been 
on the court for almost thirty years, in terms of the types of cases, the complexity of the 
cases. And then I think it will be interesting to just talk even about the composition of the 
Bar over the thirty years you've been a Judge. 

NS: Well, you didn't mention one change. And that is, when I became a judge, the Chief 
Judge allowed each Judge to assign me a three year old case, and then to pick the two 
year old and one year old cases. So I had the average case load of the other judges, but 
they would have two or three three-year-old cases, and I would have 18 to begin with. 

RDL: And probably all the cases that they didn't want to do, I would imagine. 

NS: Well, the way I coped, I had conferences in every case assigned to me, and I would say to 
them, "Well the judge who transferred this either didn't like the case or didn't like you, 
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and I will see which it is." I had a very difficult docket. Five years later when the Federal 
Judicial Conference came around and did a survey, more than half the Judges commented 
that I was not fairly treated when I became a judge. 

RDL: Do you think it was because you were a woman, or do you think it was just because you 
were the newest one appointed? 

NS: Part of it was the newest one appointed, because he allowed the same thing for Judge 
Pollak who became a judge ... 

RDL: Who was the Chief Judge then? 

NS: Joseph Lord. I would think he was somewhat disappointed that Lisa Richette didn't get 
the position, and maybe he was a little hostile to me in the beginning, but we became 
very good friends. 

RDL: How was it to be the only woman on this court, in terms of, again, issues about lunch and 
your colleagues? 

NS: Lonely. For one thing, they changed their mode of speech; they never told a dirty joke in 
front of me for at least 20 or 25 years. And they were very courteous to me. They were 
very nice, very nice. But when I came, only Joe McGlynn, my classmate, knew me. I had 
been in front of John Fullam, but in general I was an unknown quantity. One or two of 
the Judges reached out to help me, but by and large I was left on my own. It was like 
throwing a child into a swimming pool and saying, "Learn to swim, or you'll drown." 

RDL: Did you reach out to other women judges, or to ... 

NS: You're very perceptive. That was why a year after I became a judge I participated in the 
founding of the National Association of Women Judges. Actually, it was started in 1978 
out in California with ... '79, I guess, the spring ... Sandra Day O'Connor and Joan Dempsy 
Kline and others. They got many California judges involved, and some from all over the 
country. I believe Shirley Abrahmson was one of those who came, and others. The first 
year I felt a little too unsure of myself. By the second year, I was really ready. They had 
an organization, and I spoke to the other judges on my court, and I said, "I'm all alone 
here, and it's lonely, and you're very nice, but I'd like to talk to other women about 
problems we have in common." And they were very understanding. They said, "It would 
be nice if you didn't need it, but it's like the NAACP." And so I've become very active in 
theNAWJ. 

RDL: And that includes? What was the composition of the National Association for Women 
Judges? 
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NS: All women judges from the Supreme Court of the United States to the District Court, the 
Magistrate Judges, Bankruptcy Judges in the Federal system, and in the State Courts from 
the District Justices of the Peace through Supreme Court. We also allow men. It's not an 
exclusive organization; we have male members. I can't see a man becoming president, 
but they're members and they're on some of our committees. The men who are members 
are a great financial help too. In the beginning, we were very concerned about having 
more women judges and not having prejudice and bias. We started the first study of 
gender bias in the courtroom; not just against women judges, but women witnesses and 
parties. We got some academics to do research on verdicts against women. 

RDL: Did that prompt the Court of Appeals Study? 

NS: Absolutely. We had them in maybe forty states. Madeline Loftus in New Jersey started 
the first one in New Jersey with the approval of the Chief Justice, and they were really 
wonderful and helpful. Some of them, scientifically, left something to be desired, but 
they called attention to a problem, and they called attention to the difference in the 
perception of men and women. Because, the women would always say there was bias and 
the men would say they didn't observe any. It's the same with African Americans and 
whites, and we encourage those studies also. Then, in recent years, the meetings had 
much more of an educational component than this kind of advocacy. Not that it wasn't 
needed, but it didn't seem to be all that successful. And we've had a genome project, 
we've had a project on how to address drug sentencing, how to address female 
sentencing ... 

RDL: And we will get to it because Judge Shapiro you were the Chair of two very successful 
NAWJ meetings, but how long were you on the Court before another woman was 
appointed as Judge? 

NS: 14 years. 

RDL: 14 years. And who was that? 

NS: Anita Brody. Now we are six. Arlen has been fond of - - whenever a woman is invested -
- reminding the group that I once told him that there were more Kellys than women on 
the court. You had two Judge Kellys, and little old me! But now we have, and not 
necessarily in the order they were selected, but Judge Brody, Judge Tucker, Judge 
McLaughlin, Judge Rufe, Judge Pratter. That's six. 

RDL: And when was the first woman appointed to the Court of Appeals? 

NS: Dolores was appointed the year after I was, 1979. Dolores Sloviter, that is. And I don't 
remember when Midge Rendell was appointed. But with Midge, it wasn't that she was a 
woman, it was that she was a bankruptcy lawyer; she never participated in a jury trial. 
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NS: But we fought for her appointment because she was so bright, and so capable, and you 
learn. I didn't remind them that I really hadn't tried many jury trials either! 

RDL: Have you seen differences in the types of cases? 

NS: Oh yes. When I first became a judge, we had a tremendous number of FELA cases, and, 
of course, I didn't do any from the Dechert office. But, I was comfortable with FELA 
cases; many of them settled. There were also many more admiralty cases than there are 
now. And when I became a judge, I hadn't had admiralty in law school; I barely knew a 
ship from a boat, and the first time I was asked to arrest a ship, I went running to one of 
the other judges and asked, "How do you arrest a ship!?" 

RDL: How do you arrest a ship? 

NS: You sign the papers! And you give the Marshals the right to move it out of the pier where 
it is and where it is holding up other ships and you put it some safe place. But the District 
Court Judges are really very nice and very helpful to one another. Judge McGlynn asked 
me to come in and watch him select a jury, and he was always available to answer 
questions. 

RDL: Did they have "Baby Judge School" at that time? 

NS: They did. And when I went down there, they greeted my husband as Judge Shapiro. And 
he kept saying, "She's the Judge!" It was the first time they had women at Baby Judges' 
School. 

RDL: Who was in your class? Do you recall? Do you recall any of the women that were in your 
class? 

NS: Not women. Pierre Laval, I remember because we sat near one another. I remember some 
of them, but many of them have taken Senior status by now, as I have. 

RDL: In terms of composition of the Bar ... 

NS: I hadn't finished all the changes of the cases. 

RDL: I'm sorry. Yes, please. 

NS: Because, now, in the criminal cases, so many are drug cases, so that's changed. Most of 
the cases are guilty pleas, except certain white collar crimes. White collar criminals never 
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can admit they did anything wrong. And they're the ones that you get to try. In the civil, 
apart from the fact that the admiralty cases have, by and large, gone away, and I was 
asked to give a lot of speeches when I was first on the Court, and I would say, "I'm not a 
man for all seasons, but I'm a woman for all seas," because I used to get cases involving, 
like, Maracaibo in South America, graphite delivered to North Korea, a case involving a 
poor worker who died Christmas Eve offshore Wales, and the issue was, was he covered 
by the Maritime torts statutes or not. And the most exciting one I had, involved a ship 
that hit a gas line in Libya and who should pay for the damage to the port, and was the 
issue governed by British, Egyptian, or American law. Once you decided that, there was 
what the British called an exculpatory clause, was that valid under that law? It was the 
first case I had to decide under British law. And their case law is not like ours; you don't 
have one opinion, you have three opinions. So it was very difficult to do, but we came out 
of it. So I had a lot of things involving foreign law then. I haven't had many of them 
recently, but you never know whether it's a change in the docket or just a change in 
assignments because we have a random docket; cases are assigned at random. 

RDL: Were some not assigned at random? 

NS: I have no way of knowing. But, when you got new judges, they weren't assigned cases at 
random. I didn't finish that. I was so upset at the way cases were assigned to me, I 
launched a campaign to change it. And when Judge Giles came, he was assigned every 
seventh case on the computer. And since then, new judge's cases are assigned at random. 
So that I feel that's a contribution I've made to the court. Then you started to ask about 
whether the lawyers have changed. They seem a lot younger today! 

RDL: Metoo! 

NS: I remember the first law clerk I had that was born after I graduated from law school, and 
it was very shocking! 

RDL: Did you make attempts, to interject a minute, in terms of law clerks, to try and find 
women law clerks, or, I would assume, a lot of women lawyers were attracted to clerk for 
you. 

NS: Yes. And I've had a lot of women law clerks, but I didn't reject men because, under that 
philosophy, I never would have had a clerkship. I used to try and take a woman and a 
man. I found it worked much better if you had two women or two men. And so for a 
while I alternated that way; this year I have a man and a woman. So I take the best I can 
get. And you want to be sure that they get along together. That's more important, even 
than getting along with you, because they spend so much time together in that one room, 
and they're not productive if they don't get along. The whole year depends on having 
good law clerks, so I consider only merit. But I'm happy to say that I have had a number 
of minority clerks, as well as women. 
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RDL: Excellent. Are there particular types of cases that you've enjoyed more than others, I 
mean ... 

NS: The constitutional law cases are always more fun, and we're seeing them a lot more. The 
cases we have now, or at least on my docket, are mostly Section 1983 cases and Title VII 
cases. I just tried two cases under the Family Medical Leave Act, and age discrimination 
in employment. So we're getting discrimination cases based on age, gender, some race, 
but not much. People seemed to have learned that's a no-no. But the gender cases are 
troubling, because defendants don't take them seriously. You shouldn't generalize, but 
many defendants don't take them seriously; they think it's sort of funny that a woman 
claims discrimination, or that she should accept a certain roughhousing in her 
employment as a matter of course. 

RDL: Is it hard to, as a judge, to sit back and watch lawyers present their case when you see ... 

NS: Yes. 

RDL: ... obvious holes in what they're doing? 

NS: Yes, because I have an activist personality. But I've learned that you really should let 
lawyers try their cases, unless they're so horrible that they're really .. .in a criminal case, 
you really have, I think, more of an obligation. But, I found increased respect for me, but 
the younger lawyers, in general, don't respect authority much. The lawyers that appear 
before us are, in general, very good. Particularly the lawyers who get pro bono 
assignments. I'm always amazed by how they put their heart and soul into that 
representation. And we have some very good programs. We have an Employment 
Discrimination Panel that will try and get lawyers for pro se plaintiffs in discrimination 
cases. And a Prisoners Pro Bono Panel that will get help for prisoners. 

RDL: Well, while were talking about prisoners, I want to segue into the prison overcrowding, 
the Harris v. City of Philadelphia case, because that was a case that received a lot of 
media attention, and, I think, it would be interesting to have your take on that case, and in 
terms of, also, at least for me, as I read through the press, the importance of the 
independence of the judiciary. 

NS: Well, I think I was able to accomplish what I accomplished ... 

RDL: Do you want to say, just a little bit, about what the case was? 

NS: Well, Harris v. the City of Philadelphia was a class action, originally on behalf of past, 
present and future prisoners at Holmesburg. And you can't have a class action prose, so I 
appointed David Richman of the Pepper office to represent the class, and what a 
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wonderful job he did. I refused, originally, to entertain the case, because of the role of the 
state courts that had the case for 25 years and I felt that it was a breach of federal-state 
relations. They had had something like 365 orders already. And they took me up to the 
Court of Appeals and got me reversed. It said ... that the state case was only about 
injunctive relief and this was about damages. Well, how you give damages to future 
prisoners was beyond me. But, of course, once it was sent back to me, I fulfilled their 
mandate. We enlarged the class to include prisoners at all the City's institutions. And, I 
always thought that one of the reasons the Court of Appeals was so kind to me .. .I think it 
went up to the Court of Appeals eight times, and I only got reversed once. I think they 
felt sorry for me; I think they felt they stuck me with this, and they should be 
sympathetic. There was terrible overcrowding, and I went out there and inspected a 
number of times, and then the City realized the conditions there were unconstitutional. 
It's true, I never made a finding of unconstitutionality, because the City conceded, and 
they entered into a Consent Degree, which troubled me quite a bit because it involved, 
ultimately, the release of prisoners. But as I thought about it, and I thought about what 
else could be done, ultimately, I approved the Consent Decree. One of the problems was 
that the District Attorney wanted to be a party, and I studied the law and the role of the 
District Attorney, and I determined that she didn't have a proper interest in having 
everybody in jail, which was the position that the DA was espousing. The Court of 
Appeals affirmed me and the Supreme Court refused to take certiorari. Then, the DA 
went to the State Legislature and got them to pass a bill purporting to give the DA 
interest. And then I felt that that was an unconstitutional separation of powers issue, and I 
refused to let her intervene again, and the Court of Appeals again affirmed. That created a 
terrible problem, because she wasn't a party, and she couldn't appeal approval of the 
Consent Decree, and it also got her goat. And, as I look back on it, I'm sorry that I didn't 
let her intervene permissibly, because she would have been subject to my jurisdiction and 
I could have enforced orders against her. So that one never knows, you don't get the 
chance to do something over, but she was very uncooperative in matters where 
cooperation was essential. What I came to see was that the problem of over-crowding 
could not be corrected by the prisons; they had to accept the people the judges sent them. 
It had something to do with, first, the amount of crime and the amount of facilities. 
Second, it had to do with the poverty of the people who were arrested; they couldn't raise 
bail in what were bail offenses. Then there was a problem about just general 
disorganization and communication. We were just beginning the use of computers, and 
people would be in jail for a week, a month, sometimes several months, when there was 
no order keeping them there. So, there were a tremendous amount of problems that could 
only be corrected by cooperation between the court system, the District Attorney, the 
Sheriff of the jails, and so on. We made marvelous progress in many respects. What 
happened, unfortunately, after I approved the Consent Decree which provided, ultimately, 
that if you couldn't get the population down, you must release the people on the lowest 
bail and the least violent crimes. Once we started to release people, we got very, very bad 
press. For a couple of months I was on the Daily News front page as public enemy 
number one, ahead of the robbers, the murderers, the rapists ... 
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RDL: And just to add in here, I think the Daily News had, each day, who was released and what 
their crimes were, and then attribution to you. So it must have been very ... 

NS: It was very painful. It was hard to be called an activist judge when I knew I had refused 
to take this case to begin with. And none of these people who criticized me came up with 
any thoughtful solutions to the problem. I was, I wouldn't say begging, but I was very 
receptive to any ideas about what we could do better. We hired some consultants from 
Temple; the prison did, under my orders. It turned out that one of the provisions in the, I 
hope I get this right, in the first Consent Decree, was to build a 400 bed prison downtown 
near the Criminal Justice Center, because, in the state courts, if someone didn't show, and 
lots of times witnesses or the police wouldn't show, they wouldn't postpone the case for a 
day, they would postpone it for four months. That delay was part of the problem. When I 
first got involved, at least three quarters of the people in the jails were pre-trial detainees; 
they hadn't been convicted of anything. And they would stay in jail until they were there 
longer than their sentences if they were convicted, and then they would be released for 
time served. Then the DA would arrange to have them come for trial and they'd be 
released. The whole system, it seemed to me, was crazy. Well, we did a number of things. 
First, we arranged for the first house arrest program that had electronic bracelets. We got 
250 of them. I had fine money because the City didn't meet some of their goals, and the 
Court of Appeals held that it was appropriate to fine them. So I had this money that could 
be spent, and we spent money for electronic bracelets so some people could be released 
from house arrest. We arranged, ultimately, for ... we tried to get credit for good time. 
Pennsylvania hadn't had any good time credit and that is a very desirable thing as far as 
penology is concerned because it encourages good behavior. So we worked out that 
system. As I recall, the District Attorney agreed to that system, so that reduced sentences. 
My orders, when we finally began to implement releases, were for people nearest to the 
end of their sentence with the least violent crimes. There were a whole bunch of violent 
crimes that were completely excluded; those defendants never got released. The big 
problem was the drug offenses. Originally, we had very high limits for those who could 
be released. The District Attorney complained and we reduced them, and as the limits 
went down, fewer people got released, and we had a lot of over-crowding problems. 

NS: Given that media publicity, the really adverse media publicity, were there concerns about 
your safety and did you have to take any precautions with respect to your own physical 
safety and I guess, kind of a related question, have you seen ... 

End of Side B Tape 1 2/5/08 

SIDE A TAPE 2 2/5/08 

RDL: ... asking the question, dealing with the Harris Case, what are the issues in terms of your 
own personal safety, and have you seen any changes with respect to safety issues with 

55 



judges? 

Women Trailblazers in the Law 
ABA Commission on Women in the Profession 

Interview of Judge Norma Shapiro 

NS: Well, the DA was so angry that she had her first assistant draft legislation to stop me. 
And the Prison Litigation Reform Act really was drafted by the DA and passed by 
Congress. It was at that time when they accused me of killing a policeman. 

RDL: The media? Who accused you? 

NS: Well, the District Attorney, and then, at the Congressional Hearings, it was also a 
policeman's son. Maybe he wasn't the policeman, he was the policeman's son. But, he 
was shot and killed by someone who had been in the prison, but I never signed a release 
order for that defendant. So it wasn't true. But the Prison Litigation Reform Act, in my 
eyes, was one of the worst bits oflegislation ever passed by Congress, maybe the EDPA 
compares with it, but at any rate, that was passed, and the District Attorney went to 
various citizen groups lecturing about how awful my decisions were, how it was 
imperiling public safety. And I did get a number of death threats and very scurrilous 
letters. But, you have to ignore them. I had some advice from the Marshals about how to 
deal with it, which I followed, and, fortunately, nothing ever happened. And, like other 
important public policy matters, it died down. But what I wanted to talk to you about for 
a minute were other solutions to overcrowding, one of which, of course, was to build 
more capacity. We had this proposal for a building in Center City, and, as with all City 
projects, there was a provision for the hiring of women and minorities. And the people 
building it did not comply, and it was also getting over-budget. So the Mayor stopped the 
construction, leaving a huge hole in Center City. You may remember this, "Shapiro 
Hole." And he came up for re-election, and it was very embarrassing to have this hole 
there, so he was anxious to get out from my contempt order. What I did was freeze all the 
construction funds; I just issued an injunction. They couldn't touch it. And I remember at 
the time, they were trying to build the new stadium, and I let it be known that they 
weren't going to build a new stadium if they didn't do something about the prisons. So 
we got involved in some very unusual negotiations. Also a bond issue was coming due, 
and they would have been in default on that. So, I think it was General Motors that 
helped. They had a financing corporation. So they got together, and they all worked out 
something that I would lift my order, and the funds they would provide, maybe $292 
million, to build a prison facility out with the other prison facilities and a courthouse 
where the "Shapiro Hole" was. And, of course, there was a desperate need for a new 
criminal courthouse. And I agreed, provided that the new bond issue had a clause that 
nothing over $100,000 could be expended without my approval, which was very unusual, 
but the bond attorney didn't see any reason why not, and the result was that PICC, the 
Philadelphia Industrial Corrections Center, was finished. The Criminal Justice Center was 
built; the Curran-Fromhold Prison was built in memory of Warden Curran and Assistant 
Warden Fromhold who were murdered in the last prisoner uprising, then about 25 years 
before. And they were all built on time and under budget, and, of course, the excess 
money was returned to the City. So that turned out to be very advantageous. Mayor Street 
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was then President of City Council. He was sure I was going to take the money for the 
new criminal courthouse and put it into the prison, so he assigned a councilperson to 
supervise the architect. But, eventually, we had several meetings, and I was impressed 
with how prepared he was, how he knew the contracts and was very knowledgeable, and, 
ultimately, he took his dog-watcher off my back. 

RDL: Is that case now resolved? The Harris ... 

NS: Oh yea. In the year 2000, I talked to the lawyers, and I said, "The Prison Litigation 
Reform Act doesn't give me leave to enforce my orders. I'm not going to be a toothless 
tiger, and there's just no point in our continuing." We had succeed in avoiding double
celling, we had 200 policies and procedures developed for the prison. I had a Special 
Master, Bill Babcock, who had worked with them on many things. We had improved the 
health services, we had planned a new women's prison with gynecological medical care, 
which was rarely available for women. So we'd done many things, and I was satisfied. 
They came up with a new Consent Decree that ended my jurisdiction, that required the 
City to complete certain improvements that they had promised. Holmsburg had been 
practically closed. It was then, I think, 175 years old, and one of the dankest, most dismal 
places you have ever seen. We had a new wing for the juveniles because the 
municipal...the Juvenile Detention Center had needed rehabilitation; they were getting the 
young people out, and we wouldn't let them be mixed with the older. So we had 
accomplished a great deal, and I wrote a long opinion with the history of what we had 
done, what was accomplished, and why we were terminating jurisdiction. 

RDL: Given the important benefits conferred in this litigation, there is criticism of, as you 
described it, activist judges. Do you think that that criticism is unfounded in terms of the 
negative connotations in being an activist Judge? 

NS: There was no other way. As a matter of fact, at one point, they wanted to join, as 
defendants, the entire Philadelphia court system. One ray of hope was Judge Legrome 
Davis, who tried to get the judges to cooperate with me; he is now here on our court. 
There are some things that if you had a great leader, you can pull everything together and 
accomplish something, but the hardest thing to do is to get independent institutions to 
work together. The federal courts are ill-suited for that job. I was no prison maven; I 
mean, I've never given any thought to correctional stuff. I learned a great deal about it, 
and I read policies and I met prison officials. As a matter of fact, I was also asked by the 
Department of Justice to review grant proposals for the correctional system, although, I 
thought, that was incompatible with what I was doing, and declined. But, I think, the 
criticism of activist judges is wrong; it just makes no sense. And I think the activist 
judges are those judges that do things that people don't like. It's another way of saying 
we don't like your attitude, or the way in which you enforce the law. I know very few 
judges who say, "I don't care what the law is, I'm going to do this anyway." You do what 
you think you're required to do, and I did what I thought the Third Circuit was requiring 
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me to do. They didn't send the case back to me to dismiss it or throw it out. 

RDL: Right. It also really points out, and I know it's something that you've worked tirelessly 
for, as we' 11 get to some of your awards, but the importance of the independence of the 
judiciary ... 

NS: Absolutely. 

RDL: If you can just speak a little about your views on that. 

NS: I'll come to that, but first I want to just tell you about something amusing. When I left 
this case, there were 7,000 inmates. Now the newspapers report about 9,000, and I 
understand the Daily News, sometime ago, had some editorial that what they needed was 
Judge Shapiro back again. That gave me some pleasure. Why don't we take a break? 

RDL: This is the resumption of our interview with Judge Shapiro. We've all just enjoyed a 
wonderful lunch together, and we are going to resume. We've been talking about the 
Harris prison over-crowding case, and I just want to touch on one more case which has 
received a lot of attention from the press here in Philadelphia, and that's about the HUD 
Chester, Pennsylvania case. Judge, if you could just briefly describe that case and ... 

NS: It's nice to get to talk about something I got some favorable publicity for! Chester 
Housing Authority, the commissioners, were derelict in their duties as trustees, and the 
Government removed them as commissioners sometime back in the early '80s. The 
tenants started a class action against the Government on the grounds that it had permitted 
constructive demolition, which was against the law. And, because there were ... then I 
think there were maybe 5,000 units, and there were so many boarded up, and it was a 
center of drug activity; it was just terrible. And I found in favor of the tenants and issued 
an injunction. And the Government found that was a very bad precedent; it was the first 
in the country and it was a preliminary injunction, not a final. So they offered to allow the 
Chester Housing to go into a receivership of the Court if I would vacate the injunction. 
And so I did. And that began my jurisdiction as receiver of the Chester Housing 
Authority, which has gone on to this day. It was some time, I guess in the 80's, that it 
began. I started by interviewing developers to come in and be the actual hands-on 
receivers, sort of like special masters. And I remember drawing up an interview list that 
the lawyers approved .. .list of questions, and they asked me to interview myself. They 
didn't insist on participating. So I selected Robert Rosenberg of Grenadier in New York, 
because he had a full service firm; he could come in and make repairs and bring in his 
own officials and so on. And there were five projects there; we have since rehabilitated 
four of them, and we're working on the fifth. The thing that was so fortunate is that the 
HUD Administration decided to allow, instead of rehabilitation, new construction, 
because they were old Army barracks; essentially, they were very small, and we needed 
larger units, family units. So that we have fewer units now, but they are two and three 
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bedroom rather than one bedroom. And it is mostly senior citizen housing. We gave some 
of the projects a new name. We kept the name William Penn; I thought that was too 
traditional to change. Some of the others we gave ... Wellington Ridge, Matopos Hills, you 
know, very nice sounding names. And the housing is beautiful, and really among the best 
in Chester. Chester has been an economically deprived area. The U.S. Attorney came in 
and cleaned out a lot of the drug traffic. After we got units that were decent, we insisted 
that people pay rent. We worked out an arbitration system that allowed the tenants due 
process, but essentially provided that if they didn't pay their rent, and they were 
economically situated to pay rent, that they would have to leave. Right now, I think, we 
have 80% people who are working and off Welfare, where it used to be 100% on 
Welfare. We have playgrounds for the children, gardens and a garden contest, and, in 
general, it's a fairly nice place to live. We have used HOPE ... we have three HOPE VI 
grants, which are given by the Federal Government. We have leveraged a grant of about 
20 million into 75 million worth of construction by other developers who've used tax 
credits. Israel Roizman is our developer and he's working on the last project, which is the 
demolition of the Chester Towers. They were twin towers that were a symbol of the City 
of Chester. We tried to save them, but they were filled with asbestos and there were so 
many problems in the basic systems, it would have cost 30 million to fix them up, so we 
have gone into new construction. We'll have a 4 story senior citizen center with about 
300 units. It's really wonderful; when I first went down there, I would get physically ill 
from the conditions, and now it's pleasant. And the people react; the HUD brass require 
quite a bit of social service assistance to help the tenants in their move, and their 
transition, knowing change is hard, particularly for older people. So we're very pleased; 
the only thing I'm not pleased about is not being able to terminate the receivership. And 
we will do that as soon the construction contracts are in place for the last of the units. I'm 
not going to wait until the HOPE-VI grant is terminated, because that will be another 2 or 
3 years. And we have a very good executive director, Steven Fisher, and he's got a good 
staff. 

RDL: So something that you can feel very proud of in terms of your accomplishments. 

NS: Yes, Rosenberg went to the legislature in Harrisburg, got permission for us to have our 
own police department, because, at one time, the City of Chester Police wouldn't walk 
into the projects. They just viewed them as a den of iniquity. That's no longer true, but 
it's helpful to have our own police department working cooperatively with the City of 
Chester Police Department. We have a very good relationship with the Mayor. 

RDL: Given your tenure, 30 years on the bench, what do you view in terms of the role of 
women being judges. Do you feel that they provide any different types of insights or you 
had talked about the National Association of Women Judges, one of their projects was 
ensuring that there be more womenjudges, I mean ... 

NS: Well, that was an issue of equality and opportunity, not a feeling that women judges are 
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better than men judges. I'm asked that a lot, and I try to think about it. My common sense 
tells me there must be a difference because men and women are different. But it's hard to 
point out, in individual cases, how you can characterize the difference. I thought that, 
perhaps, women, because they've so long been trained in the caretaker role, are more 
compassionate or more willing to help, but there are plenty of men who are 
compassionate and willing to help too. I think that we do give insights into how women 
would react to things that men need help in understanding. For example, there were 
certain women's needs at the prison. There were no gynecological services. When you 
looked at the products that the commissary would sell, there were no women's sanitary 
napkins. The allowance to individual women was ok for most, but not for all. And there 
are those things that are peculiar to women that men don't always think about. I spent a 
lot of time trying to get a nursery at the prisons. Because, the current practice is, after 
having the mother and her baby in the hospital for five days, they take the baby. And I 
thought that was bad for the bonding, and also the child didn't get the immunity you 
could get from nursing. But when we built the women's prison, we did a big investigation 
and we found that there weren't enough pregnant women delivering while they were 
incarcerated to merit some special nursery or something. So I never got that 
accomplished. There are many, many more women in prison now then there were 20 
years ago, 30 years ago. That's, I suppose, part of the equality movement, because the 
sentencing guidelines didn't allow you to give any break to women that you didn't give 
to men. But, to come back to what you asked me, I've heard Ruth Bader Ginsberg speak 
on this, and Sandra Day O'Connor. And they all agreed there's a difference, and it's 
important to have a woman's insight, but no one can quite point out why! Or what! 

RDL: Talking about, I want to just go back to the National Association of Women Judges 
because you did Co-Chair two very successful conferences: one in the 1990s and one just 
recently in November, and I just wanted to just talk briefly about those conferences and 
how the two were different from one another. 

NS: Well, the National Association of Women Judges' conferences are where the members 
really meet. It used to be for the only time; now they're tending to have quarterly regional 
meetings. But it was exhilarating, and it is, to meet so many women from so many parts 
of the country doing so many different things. In the last few years, we've had a strong 
international component. So we had about 24 women judges from different countries 
coming. I remember Egypt and Nigeria, South America, and so it's just very exciting and 
stimulating. The difference between our first conference and this conference largely had 
to do with you and your friends. You formed a support committee and we got wonderful 
financial support from the women lawyers. That made it a joy, because we depend on this 
conference for the funds we need to operate during the year. The women judges are not, 
in general, a source of big money, and we can't raise money ourselves, so the fact that we 
had such a wonderful Friends Committee was very gratifying. We had more women 
judges at this meeting, and they were younger. And I enjoyed being Co-Chair with State 
Court Judge Carolyn Temin. 
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RDL: And I should mention that in 2003, and we will get to more of your awards, of which 
there are many, the National Association of Women Judges recognized you for your 
"Excellence in Service A ward." 

NS: That was very nice. It's very gratifying to be recognized by your peers, of course. 

RDL: You're now on senior status. I assume there has been a change in your workload, or what 
are the differences when you go on senior status? 

NS: When you go on senior status, you can do as much or as little work as you want. The 
statute has required you to have one quarter the docket of an active judge in order to keep 
your staff. There's a law pending that would require you to have one-third of your 
docket, but we don't know if that's going to pass or not. On our Court, it's traditional to 
keep half your docket. 

RDL: On senior status? 

NS: On senior status. Well, you have a little more leeway in refusing categories of cases. If 
you didn't want to take any patent cases, I suppose, if you took more of something else, 
you could get away with it. Our Court doesn't assign death penalty cases to Senior 
Judges, because they will come in with tremendous time, pressure and a certain amount 
of stress. 

RDL: Have you handled a death penalty case? 

NS: Yes, I had one death penalty case. I set aside the death penalty because there was a flaw 
on the verdict form. That was one of about 30 Pennsylvania cases with what's known as a 
Mills violation. It went up to the Court of Appeals and they affirmed me. The problem 
was that the Supreme Court of the United States decided to the contrary. No, they agreed 
it was unconstitutional, and that took everyone who was subjected to this verdict form 
who was on direct appeal to have their death penalties vacated. But they ruled that it was 
not anticipated by prior events; it was a new rule, and it was not retroactive. And my 
defendant was on collateral review rather than direct appeal, at the time, so he couldn't 
get the benefit of the ruling in Mills. So it went back to the Third Circuit. After, I think, 
two and a half years, they remanded it to me, reversing my vacating the death penalty on 
the Mills violation, as they were required to by the Supreme Court, and directed me to 
consider other penalty issues that I hadn't considered, because once you find one thing 
unconstitutional, you don't need to go on to everything else. So they directed me to do 
that, and also to consider if his counsel was ineffective for failing to bring this up on 
direct appeal. So I now have it pending again. Yes, I could, if I wanted, renounce it, and 
have some one else, but I feel I should do it; it was my case, and I don't mind doing that. 
There was a time, while I was on senior status, that I gave up criminal work. And that 
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was because I didn't like the sentencing guidelines, and I decided that as along as I had a 
choice, I wouldn't do that. So I did more civil work. I still made the requirement of half a 
case load, and also, I was sitting with the Court of Appeals occasionally. Then, for three 
years, I did work for the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals. I sat with them on oral argument 
at least twice: once in Atlanta and once in Miami. And then I worked for them 8 weeks 
one year, 6 weeks the second and 5 weeks the third. 

RDL: Because they needed judges? 

NS: They needed help, and what I did was screen their cases for them. If they were going to 
oral argument, I just sent them to oral argument. If I thought they didn't need oral 
argument, I wrote the opinion, and then it went to two other judges, and it was issued if 
the three of us agreed. So I wrote 145 opinions in those three years, and only one of them 
was rejected by the screening panel. It went to oral argument, and the result was what I 
recommended originally. So I felt I had a 100% batting record. 

RDL: Exactly! Which is probably why you are in such high demand. 

NS: One nice thing about senior status is you are invited to sit with Courts all over the 
country. I've done, of course the 3rd, the 11th and the 9th, and I have an invitation from the 
6th, which I was going to consider favorable, but now that I have to travel alone, I'm not 
so sure that it's a good idea for me to do it anymore. 

RDL: We talked about your involvement in the Philadelphia Bar Association, but you've also 
been very active in the American Bar Association. Why have you taken the time out of 
your busy schedule to remain active in the ABA? 

NS: First, because it's fun. You meet wonderful people, the best lawyers in the country, and 
it's very stimulating. I got into it originally because I got on some mental health 
committee, and at the Dechert office, if you gave a speech at a meeting, they paid your 
expenses. So that was my first venture. And after I became a judge, there was a Judicial 
Division and a Conference of Federal Trial Judges. And so I wandered into their meeting 
one day, to see what it was like, and they found out who I was and where I was and put 
me on the Executive Committee. And it was just wonderfully fascinating work; I met 
judges from all over the country. 

RDL: And you went on to Chair the Judicial Division? 

NS: That's right. There were six conferences in the Judicial Division; I went on to chair that. 
And then we organized the Judicial Council Coordinating Committee. Of all the groups 
of the ABA that were working on judicial problems, the Judicial Division, the Standing 
Committee on Judicial Independence, a committee that was concerned with judicial 
outreach, and the Standing Committee on Federal Judicial Improvements. Our purpose 
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was an exchange to let us know what the other groups were doing. And the only 
independent thing we ever did was to organize and sponsor the John Marshall A ward. 
Years later, after I was no longer on the Committee, I was deeply honored to receive that 
award. That wasn't what I had in mind. The thing, I suppose, that I'm proudest of is that I 
convinced Jerry Shestack to appoint a Special Committee on Judicial Independence, 
which he did. After a year or two, we lobbied with the Board of Governors and made it a 
Standing Commission on Judicial Independence. Since Jerry Shestack, every President of 
the American Bar Association, has made Judicial Independence one of his or her high 
priorities. 

RDL: And, in fact, you sit on that Committee currently. 

NS: I've just gotten appointed to that by Bill Neukom for which I'm very appreciative ... well 
not just, but last year. And that gives me a chance to pursue something I feel very deeply 
about and I think is very important for the country, and I think the ABA' s record in 
preserving and protecting and defending Judicial Independence is a great contribution to 
the welfare of our country. 

RDL: I do want to just highlight just some of the many awards you've received. We touched on, 
you received the John Marshall Award in 2006, and I was there when you received that 
award and you got a beautiful bowl that's absolutely magnificent, but you also have 
received, you were a Margaret Brent winner from the ABA Commission on Women, and, 
of course, the Marshall award, and the John Meador-Rosenberg award from the ABA 
Standing Committee on Federal Judicial Improvements. 

NS: Yes, that was very meaningful. 

RDL: But you've also received some awards from the Philly Bar; if you could talk about some 
of those in terms of the recognition and especially for your role in being a mentor to 
women. 

NS: Well, I did get an award from the Criminal Justice section. I think that had to do with 
their affirming, giving me moral support because of the beating I was taking on the prison 
case. But the most significant was the Sandra Day O'Connor award. That was a new 
award initiated by the Philadelphia Bar named for Sandra Day O'Connor, who came to 
present it the first time, and we have been friends ever since. It was a great honor. I told 
the group when I got it that "My mother claims I wanted to be the first woman on the 
Supreme Court, but it was an honor to get the first award named for the first woman on 
the Supreme Court." 

RDL: And now you're also a Distinguished Daughter of Pennsylvania, and you were appointed 
by then Governor Ridge, I believe? 
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NS: Yes, which was also very nice, because he sent me a very complimentary letter, which, I 
figured, meant he didn't know me or someone else wrote it, because I didn't think that...I 
didn't realize that he was supportive of my role in the prison case. At the time, the 
criticism then was at its height. That award is voted by former Distinguished Daughters, 
so it's very nice. That group meets once a year in Harrisburg, at the home of the 
Governor, and it's very nice. But the Sandra Day O'Connor award was meaningful 
because it was for mentoring in addition to professional achievement; you only get it if 
you mentor other women. 

RDL: You were also very active when Bob Fiebach started the first Commission on Women in 
the Profession for the Pennsylvania Bar Association. In fact, we held our meetings in 
your chambers, and you have always been available to mentor and support women. And 
you've just been such an important role model to many of us. 

NS: Well now, Andy Susko asked me to chair a leadership committee to encourage women 
and minorities to aspire ... to figure out why they don't aspire to leadership in the 
Pennsylvania Bar and to encourage them to do so. And I'm very pleased to spearhead that 
effort because there have been too few women and minorities to ascend to the leadership 
of the Pennsylvania Bar. It's not true anymore in the Philadelphia Bar, and it's certainly 
not true in the American Bar, but the Pennsylvania Bar had been a white gentleman's 
club for too long. But I want to talk to you about this mentoring business for a minute 
because it's very important to my philosophy of life, not only that you try to achieve as a 
woman and not let anybody tell you "you can't, because you're a woman," as my cousin 
did when I was 12, and said, "Girls don't become lawyers," and I said, "I'll show you." 
But, it's important to help other women. In my generation, too many of the women who 
had to kick themselves upwards found it hard, and their attitude was if I had to fight tooth 
and nail, you can do it; I don't need to help anyone. And I think that's wrong. I think your 
own achievement is made more important if you can help other people. Men and women. 
But, of course, I've been privileged mostly to help women, mostly because they look to 
me more. So I really have made a point always to be accessible to women, not advise, 
because I'm not a font of wisdom, but I can listen to them and make suggestions, and I 
think that achieving women have an obligation to do that. 

RDL: In fact, I think, one of the most memorable quotes that I've often heard attributed to you 
is from Gaius, which is, "One who helps the wandering traveler, does as it were, light 
another's lamp by their own, and it gives no less light because it helped another." It 
seems to sum up your philosophy that you just discussed. 

NS: I've had that written on my desk, all through my career. It was something I found in high 
school, and it stuck with me. That's what I think we should be doing. 

RDL: I have one last question, to sum up our interview, and it's a hard one. What do you 
believe your overall legacy will be on the Court and from work in professional Bar 
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NS: Well, I never really thought about that, but, I suppose, at the Court here, I will always be 
known, first, as the first woman, and second, as the Birthday Judge. 

RDL: We forgot to talk about that! 

NS: I celebrate all the judge's birthdays with a birthday cake, and a parody of some song or 
something. I'm sure I' 11 be remembered for the prison case; I hope I' 11 be remembered for 
Chester Housing, and then, I've learned, from the death of my husband, and the notes of 
condolence I've received, that you never realize how your life touches others. I've heard 
from former patients of his, from his colleagues, his friends, people I've long forgotten 
that we knew. And so I suppose, and I hope, there are people out there that I've helped, 
and that will be my legacy. 

RDL: So you've been able to achieve one of your goals, whether it was as a lawyer or as a 
judge, to really help other people, in one capacity or another. 

NS: And I hope that I've contributed somewhat to the independence of our judiciary, because, 
I think, as I look on our country, and what's made it great and a beacon of hope to people 
of so many other countries, it's that we have independent judges. We have some 
problems, and there are good judges, and there are a few bad judges, but by and large, the 
independence of our judiciary, and its devotion to the Constitution, gives us ... Chief 
Justice Rehnquist, I think, said, "The crown in the jewel of the Constitution." So I hope 
I've helped that somewhere along the way, too. 

RDL: Well, this completes a just wonderful interview with you. We've really enjoyed this. 
Again, thank you. It's February 5th and this concludes our oral history of Judge Norma L. 
Shapiro. 

NS: Thank you. 
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