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ORAL HISTORY OF SYLVIA H. WALBOLT 

FIRST INTERVIEW 

May 14, 2007 

This is Gwynne Young and Sylvia Walbolt. It is May 14, 2007. This is a session of the oral 

history for the American Bar Association Women Trailblazers in Law program. 

Ms. Young Sylvia, could you state your full name, please? 

Ms. Walbolt Sylvia Hardaway Walbolt 

Ms. Young When and where were you born? 

Ms. Walbolt I was born on January 16, 1941 in Champaign-Urbana, Illinois, where my 

parents were graduate students at the University of Illinois. 

Ms. Young Tell me a little bit about your parents. 

Ms. Walbolt My parents were born and raised in Nashville, Tennessee. My father was a son 

2364273.5 

of a carpenter who had no education whatsoever; just a good carpenter. His 

mother had been a school teacher but then stayed at home and raised four kids. 

His greatest influence was a local librarian in Nashville who took my father 

under her wing, taught him his love of books, love of education. He ultimately 

went to Vanderbilt, and from thence to the University of Illinois where he got a 

Masters in Library Science. My mother was one of six children. Her father was 

the Chair of Botany Department at George Peabody College which subsequently 

became a part of Vanderbilt. Her mother, although a very, very bright woman, 

left the University of Tennessee after 2 years, married, stayed at home, raised the 

- 1 -



six children and abandoned her dream of being a writer. Her college English 

professor said she was the best writer he had ever had as a student. 

My mother got a degree in library science, working her way through college. 

Back in those days, her father paid for the two boys of the family to go to private 

colleges. He paid for them their tuition, their fraternities, and not a penny for 

any of the girls. But she was a very, very bright woman, went to college, got her 

master degree. She and my father met at Vanderbilt and then they went to the 

University of Illinois, as I say, to get their graduate degrees. I didn't learn, and 

you may not know this, Gwynne -- I didn't learn until within the last year or two 

that my mother had always harbored a desire to be a lawyer. And when they got 

to the University of Illinois, she went to the law school there and inquired about 

applying to enter law school rather than to get a Masters as a librarian, and was 

told that only men need apply at the University of Illinois College of Law. 

Ms. Young When was that, Sylvia? 

Ms. Walbolt Well, I'm 66 and I was born while they were there so, you do the math. It was 

67, 68, 69 years ago, something like that. She would have been a fabulous, as 

you well know, she would have been a fabulous lawyer. But, it's really 

interesting, even when I went to law school, she never told me that story. 

Ms. Young How did she come to tell you that story? 

Ms. Walbolt You know, I really don't remember. I was so floored when it came out. My 

mother was always, is, a very private person. I think it must have been - she's 

writing this book about her mother after having completed writing a cookbook. 
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Ms. Young 

She's writing a book about her mother who was a very, very bright woman and 

who wanted to get a degree in English and creative writing. And apparently was 

encouraged by her teachers that she had a talent. And again, my grandfather was 

of the ilk that the man earns the money, the woman stays at home and takes care 

of the kids and so she dropped out of college after two years. She, my maternal 

grandmother, dropped out of college when she got married, and then, of course, 

the babies came. I think this came up in the course of my mother telling me 

about her mother and the book that she's writing about her mother. 

Well, with your mother, your grandmother -- when this happened with your 

grandmother, where was she in school when she dropped out of school? 

Ms. Walbolt University of Tennessee. She was in her second year of college when she 

married my grandfather. 

Ms. Young Where did your grandfather go to college? 

Ms. Walbolt It was the University of Tennessee and we just learned (per Google) that he was 

the head drum major there. My mother never knew that. He went to the 

University of Chicago to get his Ph.D., and we just found some just fabulous 

letters from them during that time. Of course, my grandmother stayed behind. 

She had two children at that time. 

Ms. Young Now, were both of your grandparents natives of Tennessee? 

Ms. Walbolt Yes. All four were from Tennessee. My maternal grandmother, and this is why 

my mother's writing this book, has just some wonderful stories - I've actually 

been to her birthplace now. You know, Dan went to law school with Lamar 

Alexander who is the current senator from Tennessee and he had us with some 
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other of the law school people to his place in Tennessee, which is his old family 

homestead. It's right next to that fabulous Inn, the Blackberry Inn, the Inn - it 

gets all the rave reviews, you know the one - and it costs a million dollars a 

night or something. Well, his family homestead adjoins that_acreage and he had 

us there to talk and it turned out later, when I was telling my mother about it, that 

that's where her mother was born and went to school and Lamar knew all about 

the place! I immediately called him and he knew exactly where that was, where 

she, my maternal grandmother, rode as a six year old, rowed herself across the 

river to go to school. 

Ms. Young That's very interesting. 

Ms. Walbolt Isn't that amazing? 

Ms. Young Now, where- now, your grandparents didn't grow up in the same part of 

Tennessee, did they? 

Ms. Walbolt Yes, I think all four of them grew up not in Nashville, per se, but in the farming 

area around it. All of them, both my maternal and my paternal grandparents 

came from farming families. 

Ms. Young Families in Tennessee. 

Ms. Walbolt And so, it was -- somewhere in the rural part ofNashville. 

Ms. Young Do you think that your grandmother, your maternal grandmother's desire, you 

know, or maybe regrets, at pursuing, not being able to pursue her education the 

way she wanted to, influenced your mother in any way? 

Ms. Walbolt Oh, I'm confidant- absolutely. Absolutely. My mother's mother was a very 

bitter and to the point where it really ruined her life. She let the bitterness take 
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over her life and I think my mother, because a large part of her childhood was 

taking care of the younger children -- my mother was the second oldest girl -

and a large part of the raising of the children, particularly the other girls, fell to 

my mother and her older sister. And her mother would tell her, "You need to get 

your education; you need to not spend the rest of your life just raising children." 

So, yes, it played a real, it was very influential in persuading my mother to get 

her education. And I think also, you know, this was the Depression days, and 

you couldn't in those days just assume that somebody was going to support you. 

Those were very tough times back then. Though, she was - my mother was a 

very, very bright woman. She ultimately ended up getting her Ph.D., a very, 

very bright woman. 

Ms. Young Where did she get her Ph.D.? 

Ms. Walbolt She ended up getting her Ph.D. at the University of Florida. She taught. She 

was a librarian. She taught, but then she ultimately ended up in getting her Ph.D. 

in psychology at the University of Florida and then taught at Florida Southern. 

She is fluent in German. She just had a very, very brilliant mind. She would 

have been a fabulous lawyer. 

You know I often send her my briefs - this is my 89 year old mother to be 90 in 

October of this year and I send her briefs and interesting cases that I have and 

when I call her that night after she's had them, she'll say, "Oh, it was so 

interesting, I was particularly interested in this or that" and it's just amazing. 

Ms. Young Well, when ... 

Ms. Walbolt On the other hand, there wouldn't have been people like her in the teaching and 
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Ms. Young 

librarian profession had she had the ability to go to law school. I often think of 

this dilemma and how fortunate I was that I would be able to go to law school, 

just by being a woman and yet, now that this is open to women, it's depleted our 

teachers. There are some very, very bright women who would have been great 

teachers who now have other opportunities. 

Well, I think, that's ... you know, that is very, very true. You know, going back 

to your grandparents again, did you have a relationship with your material 

grandparents? 

Ms. Walbolt I had no relationship with any of my grandparents because of distance. My 
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father was a librarian. He was a university librarian. And, it's almost as bad as 

being an Army brat. You go where the job is. And so, we lived everywhere 

from Fargo, North Dakota when he was at the University of North Dakota to 

Washington, D.C. where he was at the Library of Congress, the only job he ever 

had that wasn't a university library. Phoenix, the University of Arizona. LSU. I 

just lived all over, including Japan. That was another job he didn't have as a 

university librarian. He went overseas after the war to help the State Department 

establish libraries in Japan after the war. It was just a fabulous opportunity for 

him. We, my mother and I, ultimately followed him over there. They both 

threw themselves into the Japanese culture. They both learned to speak it 

fluently. My mother actually taught English to Japanese school children. She 

was a very talented person. But as a result, we lived, always lived away from 

Nashville and my parents were of very modest means. Obviously, being 

librarians and teachers, and so we would go back, we were lucky if we went 
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Ms. Young 

back for a visit once a year. So, I really didn't know any of them well. That is 

one ofmy regrets. I didn't know my grandparents as grandparents. 

In terms of, you know, talk to me about your maternal grandparents. What about 

your father's parents? 

Ms. Walbolt You know, I know a lot less about them. I know his father was a carpenter, but I 

just don't know a lot about them. I know they had a very difficult time during 

the depression. Had four children. I just really don't know a lot about his side 

of the family. 

Ms. Young When, you know, you had indicated that your parents met when they were both 

at Vanderbilt. Did your mom get scholarships to go? 

Ms. Walbolt She worked her way through. 

Ms. Young Worked her way through. 

Ms. Walbolt Worked her way through college. 

Ms. Young That was ... 

Ms. Walbolt My Aunt Dolly who was her younger sibling she helped raise, essentially raise, 

still remembers my mother, when she went away to the Champaign-Urbana, 

sending her a $1 a month to help her with her schooling, to buy a dress or 

whatever. I mean, that's what money was like back in those days. My Aunt 

Frances, the oldest girl in the family, took care and raised Emily. My mother 

took care and raised Dolly. Just very tough times. 

Ms. Young Well, are you an only child? 

Ms. Walbolt I am an only child. My parents lost a son shortly after his birth, while we were 

in Japan. 
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Ms. Young And, when you were born in Champaign-Urbana, how long did you live in 

Champaign-Urbana? 

Ms. W albolt We lived there just a couple of years and I think - I may have my chronology 

wrong - I think they went to D.C. from there and then my dad joined the Library 

of Congress and then went to Fargo, North Dakota, but I may be wrong. It may 

have been Fargo, North Dakota, and then D.C. I have no recollection. 

Ms. Young When you remember, what is the first thing that you really remember as a child? 

Ms. Walbolt I remember being with my mother at the university in Phoenix; actually, I'm 
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saying Phoenix -- it was Tempe, Arizona. While my father was overseas, on the 

State Department program, and I remember living with my mother there and, 

you know, both ofus missing my father, but having a lot of freedom with just 

the two of us there. I remember, I vividly remember my mother teaching me 

how to ride my first bicycle there. We then flew to, we were finally cleared to 

fly to Japan to meet my father and we were on an airplane, a military airplane 

with a number of other women and children going overseas to join their 

husbands. And the plane caught on fire as it was taking off and I can still 

remember looking over to the side because we were by the wing and seeing it on 

fire and looking over at my mother and seeing her just white as a sheet, just 

white as a sheet, and they crash landed the plane and I never have forgotten this 

after all of these years. There were two men on board the plane -- both of them 

military, both going back to join their units and one stood at the top of the 

entrance way of the plane because, of course, there was no way to get a ramp or 

anything, this plane just "boom" hit the ground, you know, stopped and they 
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were afraid it was going to catch on fire, that the gas tank was going to explode. 

And so, one man stood at the top, the entrance way, and another jumped down 

and the man tossed all of us down and the other - that man - the two men stayed 

there 'til every woman and child was off of the plane. I still remember, I just 

couldn't believe somebody would do that who didn't know any of these people. 

So, that's a very, obviously, a very vivid memory. My mother declined 

thereafter to ever get on another airplane, and so we ended up taking a military 

ship to Japan that was just horrible. I was terribly seasick - awful. And I 

remember that we went right by Japan to go to Korea because there were people 

there that had priority, had been away longer and needed it. We (laughing), we 

sailed right by Tokyo. Couldn't get off. But then we came back and rejoined 

my father. So, and that was a very interesting experience, being over in Japan. 

Ms. Young Okay, let me ask, how old were you? 

Ms. Walbolt I would have been in the 4th_5th grade, somewhere around that. Just after the 

war. This is all in my mother's cookbook, she has the years. 

Ms. Young Y'all should go back and look at the cookbook. 

Ms. Walbolt That's right. 

Ms. Young. I have a copy of it. I actually found a lot of the stuff in the cookbook to be very 

interesting in that regard. You might want to just say as an aside, talk about that 

cookbook, because we keep referencing your mother's cookbook. 

Ms. Walbolt I'll give you a copy of it and you can include it ... 

Ms. Young Actually, you may recall your mother sent me a copy of the cookbook. 

Ms. Walbolt I do, I do remember that. 
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Ms. Young But we could put it in the history. 

Ms. Walbolt We could put it as part of the provenance. My mother, a year ago, a year and a 

half ago, decided to write a cookbook and she took various recipes, mostly 

family ones, friends, and she took some of yours, but things that meant 

something at parties and family occasions and the like, and she ended up writing 

a cookbook that was more memoir - as much memoir as it was a cookbook, and 

it's been something that all of the family has really enjoyed having those 

memones. 

Ms. Young One of the things that I didn't get you to do --

Ms. Walbolt The cooking skipped a gene as you well know. (laughter) 

Ms. Young Well, we'll get back to the cooking gene in a little while. With your mom, you 

know, one thing I didn't get you to do is to tell me the names of your mother and 

father. 

Ms. Walbolt My mother's name was Sylvia Shaver Hardaway, and my father's name was 

Lemuel (from the Bible) Elliott Hardaway, and he went by Elliott. 

Ms. Young And what were your grandparents' names, if you remember? 

Ms. Walbolt My maternal grandmother's name was Daisy and her husband was Jesse and 

wrote the seminal book on Fems of Tennessee and my grandmother would go 

with him on these trips, botany trips, and according to my mother, as much of 

that book is due to her mother as it was to her grandfather, who truly was an 

expert. But then my grandmother became quite an expert in botany as well. My 

father's parents, isn't that funny, I called them Mammoo and Poppoo, and I'm 

not sure if I can even tell you their given names. I just always called them 
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Mammoo and Poppoo. Owen and Della Hardaway, that's it. 

Ms. Young When you were in Japan, tell me about your personal experience in Japan. 

Ms. Walbolt My mother says that my personal experience in Japan was reading comic books 

as they went to all of the wonderful religious temples and Mt. Fuji and other 

beautiful places in Japan and I fear she's probably right. An experience like that 

is wasted on the young and it was certainly wasted on me. We lived on a 

military base so I didn't intermingle with Japanese people. The wounds of the 

war were still very raw over there. All the people loved my father because, the 

Japanese had an enormous love of learning and there obviously had been much 

destruction of their libraries and the like with the war and they had a high degree 

of respect for people of, educated people of learning and they just treated my 

parents wonderfully and gave them wonderful experiences about Japan ... they 

realized that my parents respected their culture and country. I fear I spent too 

much time reading comic books and not getting the appreciation of the country. 

I did take Japanese dancing. I learned how to do traditional Japanese dance. 

They brought back some small wooden bears from Kyoto that we have in our 

home in North Carolina and the grandkids love them. 

Ms. Young Did you go to school while you were over there? 

Ms. Walbolt I went to school but it was an American school, you know, with other Americans 

who were on the military base. 

Ms. Young Do you recall which base you were on? 

Ms. W albolt I do not. Somewhere in Tokyo. 

Ms. Young Is there anything in particular about your schooling while you were in Japan that 
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you remember? 

Ms. Walbolt I do not, I don't remember anything about it. 

Ms. Young How many years were you in Japan? 

Ms. Walbolt 2 or 3 years. 

Ms. Young Where did y'all go after Japan? 

Ms. Wal bolt We came back to LSU, to Baton Rouge, which my parents loved. You could 

imagine they loved the French, the Cajun cooking, but they also loved the people 

in Louisiana. My father was a librarian at LSU and my mother was a librarian 

there as well in public schools and then from there, my father got a job at 

Gainesville, Florida at the University of Florida where he was the Assistant 

Librarian at the University of Florida and my mother taught and ultimately went 

back and got her PhD while she was also working. Then the Florida legislature 

started the University of South Florida, which, as you know, was started from 

scratch. It was a brand new university here in Tampa and my father was the 

second person employed by the University of South Florida. The first person 

was President John Allen, who was appointed to develop this college from 

scratch and the very first person he employed was my father to build the library 

from scratch. 

Ms. Young What made your father decide to leave the University of Florida and come down 

here to start a library from scratch? 

Ms. Walbolt Just the unique opportunity-- I mean you just didn't get this kind of an 

opportunity to actually build a library collection. He designed the building itself. 

It was just a fabulous opportunity. It was a very, very happy time of his life. 
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Ms. Young If you could back to when you moved to Gainesville, how old were you when 

you moved to Gainesville? 

Ms. Walbolt I would have been, I'm going to say, in the ih grade, gth grade. I know I was, I 

came in with all of the, you know how women are and all the cliques were 

already formed, and that was one of the real drawbacks to moving as many times 

as we did. When I applied to The Florida Bar, I realized I had lived in 

something like 26, 27 different places over my lifetime. I was always the new 

kid on the block and always the one trying to break in. But, I enjoyed 

Gainesville. I really liked it there. I began to play tennis while I was at LSU. 

There was a coach there, Robby Robinson, who ran tennis clinics for young 

children in the summer, and my father was an avid tennis player. He played into 

his 80's and he got me involved, interested in playing tennis. I took lessons and 

one thing led to another and I started playing competitive tennis and my parents 

started driving me around the South, to tennis tournaments all over the South. 

Ultimately, I began to play on a national level and they could no longer drive me 

to all of these places. They would put me on a train; I'd take the train and go to 

places like Philadelphia by myself so it was a wonderful experience and one that 

really taught me a lot of being on my own, taking care ofmy own money, and 

getting from one place to another, getting from a train station to wherever I was 

going to go. It was a very, very good experience. 

Ms. Young Tell me a little ... how far did you take your tennis career? 

Ms. W albolt I took my tennis career to about fifteen and under. I played in the high school 

tournaments. The high school ones - we had a team at Gainesville High School 
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and, in fact, we won the state championship singles and doubles. I think maybe 

my junior or senior year. I've forgotten what it was. But I never went past that. 

I went to college and I was studying. Tennis fell by the board. 

Ms. Young Did you personally win a state championship while you were in high school? 

Ms. Walbolt In fact, I won the high school singles. I'm in some tennis history of Florida. 

Tommy, my brother-in-law Tommy, showed that to me, because you know, he 

still follows tennis, and I think I was among the top 5 - fifteen and under in 

Florida high school tennis history. Something like that. 

Ms. Young But you didn't - did colleges try to recruit you to play tennis for them? 

Ms. Walbolt No. They didn't even have a women's tennis team. 

Ms. Young You were pre-Title 9. 

Ms. Walbolt I was pre-everything back then. I did help the University of Florida develop a 

women's tennis team ultimately, but as I say, I really focused on my studies once 

I got to college. 

Ms. Young I want to finish up on tennis and then I'll go back to college. When you say you 

helped the University of Florida with their women's tennis team, when did you 

do that? 

Ms. Walbolt That would have been 1961 to 196 -- no, nope, no - that would have been 1958-

Ms. Young 

1959. When I graduated from college in 1961 and then went straight into law 

school and I graduated from law school in 1963. 

So, you have - because it's interesting - the University of Florida has, of course 

as you know, a top-ranked women's tennis team. 

Ms. Walbolt Absolutely. The times they have really changed both athletically, and obviously, 
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Ms. Young 

very much the law schools. 

Well, going back to your - I'm just checking to make sure we're still taping right 

- going back to when you were in school at Gainesville, you went to Gainesville 

High School. 

Ms. Walbolt Correct. 

Ms. Young You know, I gather from what you've told me about your grandparents, at least 

your maternal grandparents, and your parents, that education was something that 

was very important to your family. 

Ms. Walbolt Absolutely. There was never any doubt in anybody's mind that I would go to 

college, and that was just a given. 
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TAPE2 
Ms. Young This is tape 2 of the Sylvia Walbolt interview of May 14 of 2007. 

Ms. Walbolt And I was starting to tell you about a really extraordinary experience that I had 

after my freshman year of college. Because it really was one of the most 

incredible experiences of my entire life and I still vividly remember it. When I 

got to college, I really studied hard. I studied hard! And I did very well, 

remarkably well the first semester and then again in my second semester, and I 

was advised after my freshman year that I had received freshman award of a 

scholarship to go to Harvard for the summer. A friend who was an English 

professor at the University of Florida, a friend of mine through tennis, had put 

my name in and I won the scholarship. And I could still remember calling my 

parents to tell them that night that I got the scholarship and all it was was for the 

tuition. It paid whatever it was, the $250 tuition. I said, you know, "Obviously, 

I know you can't afford for me to do that," and I will never forget my mother 

saying, "You accept that scholarship. We will find the money for you to do 

this." They were just thrilled that I was having this opportunity and it really was 

just a wonderful opportunity. 

2364273.5 

I took two courses there - one from the-then-premier-English professor in the 

entire country on Chaucer and this was my English teacher/friend who put me on 

to this guy and I took a course in the "other Chaucer poems" -- not the 

Canterbury Tales -- and I still remember going into the first class and this 

professor saying to us that "Chaucer was not for children" and we couldn't 
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possibly cover the course material in one hour a day that it was scheduled for, 

and that therefore, we would also meet everyday from 2:00 to 3 :00 in the 

afternoon! And everybody just sat there and wrote the time down, and we all 

came to the second daily session. He was just a terrific teacher; just a terrific 

professor. And then the other person that I took the course of was Hans 

Morgenthau and you're too young to remember who Hans Morgenthau was. But 

he was a visiting scholar that summer at Harvard from the University of Chicago 

and he was a very, very German, Hans Morgenthau, a very short man, shoulders 

straight back, and he would walk in to this, he was a very, very popular lecturer 

and he was teaching a course on American foreign policy and, of course, this 

would have been you know, late 50's. It was just a packed -- I want to say 

stadium - but, auditorium room. I'm sure there were hundreds of us in this 

classroom and I remember him coming in and saying, contrary to what my 

English teacher said, he said, "Nobody can pay attention to somebody talking for 

more than 45 minutes and so I will never lecture more than 45 minutes." And he 

didn't! He was just a fabulous speaker and I can remember one of his lectures 

was so brilliant he got a standing ovation from the students. I think it was just a 

spontaneous reaction to something exceptional in our college experience. It was 

just -- and then in 45 minutes, he'd just walk off the stage and that was the 

lecture! 

So, it was just an extraordinary experience for me and I really, it's one of the few 

times in my life I can say I really took full advantage of an opportunity. Harvard 
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had, in its student union, they had an enormous, not a blackboard, but similar to 

a blackboard, calendar, and every day you could go and you could look at all the 

different events that were going on on the Harvard campus and it ranged from 

everything to just very learned lectures to musical events to art shows, you 

know, just the whole gamut, and I made it a point that every day I would do 

something at Harvard outside of just studying and socializing and the like, and I 

really - it was just a wonderful, wonderful experience. I was so green with envy 

of people that could go to a college like that. But at least I got there for the 

summer and I did very well and I made A's in both ofmy courses there and I 

learned a lot, really learned a lot. 

Ms. Young What did you end up majoring in at college? 

Ms. Walbolt I ended up majoring in mathematics so that I could show my father that I could 

do mathematics. It was kind of a sore subject in our household. My father 

actually had a degree in mathematics. He was a very, very good mathematician 

and it was not something that came to me easily or otherwise and it was just, you 

know, sometimes you do stupid things when you're a kid and that was one of the 

stupider things I ever did because it was not - I did very well and somehow 

managed to get through and actually get a major in it, but I remember this was 

right at the beginning of the space industry in Florida and really taking off. 

Someone from Martin Marietta came on campus and interviewed and I had done 

very well in my mathematics degree and I still remember sitting across the table 

much like you and I are doing and this man talking to me about coming to work 

for the Martin Marietta space program that was going to put a man on the moon 
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and in space and my sitting there and just thinking with horror that there was, 

you know, I was such a fraud I couldn't any more have done this for a living and 

would have and would have ruined our space effort (laughing), and it was at that 

point that my mind began to drift, I think, "Find something to do with this degree 

that I have that is worthless to me because I am no mathematician." 

Ms. Young But, you were a Phi Beta Kappa, weren't you? 

Ms. Walbolt I was a Phil Beta Kappa, but not because of that degree. A friendly professor of 

mine at the law school got me 'backdoored' into Phi Beta Kappa based on my 

law school, believe it or not. So, I'm a fraud on my Phi Beta Kappa, I didn't get 

it from my college. Because you're supposed to get it through your college ... 

Ms. Young Right. 

Ms. Walbolt ... you're not supposed to get it through law school, but I managed to get it, one 

way or another. My father was so thrilled -- I still remember opening the 

engraved invitation while I was home on vacation and being able to tell my 

parents about it. 

Ms. Young Because I would have thought if you had asked me, and I knew you were a math 

major, I would have thought you would have been like an English major or a 

history major or something like that. 

Ms. Walbolt I had a second major in history and I loved it, and I took a lot of English and I 

loved it, as you can tell from what I - I did not take mathematics when I went to 

Harvard. I took a bare minimum of mathematics. As I say, this was strictly, 

obviously, to show my father -- like cutting off your nose to spite yourself. 

Ms. Young Well, tell me about your relationship with your dad. 
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Ms. Walbolt He was an interesting person as I look back at it. He was very, very supportive 

of me with my competitive tennis. They paid, I mean my parents earned 

nothing. He was a librarian. He earned nothing. My mother was a teacher. She 

was a women and she was paid less than the men to do what they both did. They 

weren't poor, but they were very, very middle class. And, yet, my father and 

mother, particularly, my father were very supportive of my tennis competition to 

the point of getting financing, my coaching, driving me down from Gainesville 

as I got better and better, there was somebody in Tampa that was a very good 

coach. While we still lived in Gainesville, they drove me down every weekend 

and I'd get private tennis lessons from him. The things your parents do for you 

that you take so for granted at the time. 

Ms. Young 
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We did have our moments over the mathematics when I was in high school and I 

drove him nuts, because I never really grasped many of these mathematical 

concepts, and it was just I was really kind of guessing my way and I memorized 

enough to manage to get through it, and that just drove him nuts. But he was 

very proud ofme. He was very proud ofmy education, my efforts at tennis; 

very, very supportive of me as a woman, as he ultimately was our daughter, 

Leslie. He was just a big believer in women doing whatever they can and want 

to do. He was as different from my paternal grandfather as you could be. He 

was a great believer that I could do anything and be anything I wanted. 

He encouraged you. Did you have the kind of relationship that you could sit 

down and talk through things with your father? 
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Ms. Walbolt No. And I don't know whether that was our interpersonal or just, you know, that 

was just back in those days. You know, you just didn't talk about things the way 

people seem to talk about things today. So, no, I wouldn't say that at all. 

Ms. Young What about your mom? 

Ms. Walbolt I really didn't with her either, although more than with my father during my 

Ms. Young 

· childhood. You know they were busy, they were busy, dual career, they were 

trying to carry me here and there around for tennis. I think we had a much closer 

relationship after I went to college and then to law school. 

You talked about your mother's love of cooking and the fact that that didn't rub 

off on you. 

Ms. Walbolt None of my mother's skills, other than the legal, like she was a fabulous 

seamstress. She made everything I wore until I went to college, and I'm talking 

about cocktail dresses, my day-to-day dresses at school, my winter coats; she 

could sew anything. She re-upholstered our furniture and she was, as you know, 

a great cook. She loved to cook. She was very creative, very imaginative, and 

just loved to cook. None of that rubbed off on me, unfortunately. 

Ms. Young Did, you know . . . . One of the things I know you do as an adult, is that you 

love to read. Is that something you got from your parents? 

Ms. Walbolt Absolutely. My father, up until his late 80's, was reading books. He went back 

to re-read Homer, The Iliad, in his 80's. They were constantly both of them 

always reading books, and I always had my nose in a book. Even as a youngster, 

I was constantly reading pretty advanced stuff because that was, that was just ... 

there were books all over our house that were important to my parents. 
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Ms. Young Were there particular books that influenced you in the choices that you made as 

to what you did with your life? 

Ms. Walbolt No, not really. It really was serendipity. I graduated, I realized I was coming up 

with this degree in mathematics, I realized there was no way in the world I was 

going to do anything with that. So, I was at a point of either just I would have to 

go out and earn a living somehow or I had to go to graduate school and I was 

working my way through college at that time at jobs to help pay the bills and one 

of the jobs I was working in the law library at the University of Florida College 

of Law. And, back then, there were no women, certainly no women coeds ... in 

fact, the librarian, Betty Taylor, was taking -- you could at that point, the college 

would let you take one class a semester free if you were an employee, you didn't 

have to pay any tuition - and she got her law degree doing that. 

Ms. Young I know, I know. I remember Betty. 

Ms. Wal bolt Yeah, well, Betty got her degree and she, of course, knew my dad and so she 

gave me a job working in the law library to help me earn extra money. And just 

one thing led to another, I started meeting some of the law school students, you 

know, you work with books, you just begin to learn what they were doing and it 

seemed interesting, and (laughing) I didn't have anything else to do. And it 

really was, it was just really serendipity, so I took the law school exam and I did 

very well on it, and got one of three scholarships that were awarded for freshmen 

law students at UF, full scholarship, full tuition scholarship. And, between my 

parents helping me and I continued to work at the law school library. I was able 

to go to Gainesville and got admitted at the University of Florida College of 

- 22 -
2364273.5 



Law. Much, I might add, to the chagrin of many men; it was considered a very 

desirable scholarship. It was at that time the best, most financially lucrative 

scholarship that was awarded, and I was told on more than one occasion by some 

of my male colleagues that that was a scholarship that should have gone to a 

male who would need to support his family! 

Ms. Young Oh, boy. 

Ms. Walbolt The times have a-changed. They have changed, but there was very definitely 

that feeling that I had taken a, not just a spot in class that could have gone to a 

worthy male, but that I took the scholarship from a worthy man. And I used to 

tell them, "I've gotta support myself. Nobody is taking care of me. Nobody is 

supporting me," but I'm not sure that carried any weight with any of them. 

Ms. Young Have you ever have any run into any of these fellows since then who have that 

attitude? 

Ms. Walbolt I not only have run into some of them since then, I ran into some of them during 

law school. As my graduation gift from my parents, this is really going to date 

me: My graduation present from college from my mother and father was an 

electric typewriter, and that was just - nobody had an electric typewriter, nobody 

did. I would come home from class -- I was living by myself and it was a garage 

apartment, it was literally some woman's garage, Miss Lucy, I'll never forget, a 

wonderful woman - and she had turned her, she was an elderly lady and she 

liked having somebody around, and she turned her garage into an apartment and 

I rented it. I thought it was the greatest thing I had ever seen. I remember my 

mother coming to visit my first semester of law school and breaking out into 
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tears, and that was extraordinary for her! My mother, if you can believe, my 

mother when she saw the way I was living, I couldn't get it, (laughing), I thought 

it was a fabulous place that I had. But, I would go home after my lectures and 

type up my notes, and when you type something up, as you well know, right 

after you've sat and heard it, and you have your notes and maybe they're cryptic 

or they're shorthand, you would think of a lot of extra things. And besides, it 

became legible. I had great typed notes and I became extremely popular with 

my law school classmates towards the end of exams. And I would have people 

show up and want my notes. So, I made, I made lots of wonderful friends at law 

school. I had my share of people that thought I didn't belong there and 

shouldn't, you know, that .... By and large, they were very good to me, very 

courteous. 

I had some professors who "picked on me," but it was an irony and the men all 

thought it was hysterical because, of course, I was the only women in the class 

and so I couldn't hide when the teacher would call on me. You know, they 

called on a man and he wasn't prepared, he just sat there and pretended he 

wasn't there, and he got marked absent, but he didn't look stupid. Well, I 

couldn't do that and I had one professor who called on me each and every day, 

and that was the subject of a lot of amusement among my classmates, but what 

they didn't realize was that it forced me to be prepared each and every day, 

because I didn't want to look like an idiot! I took the man's course and I aced it 

and he turned into my biggest fan and my biggest admirer and my biggest 
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booster after that. 

Ms. Young Who was that out of curiosity? 

Ms. Walbolt It was Walter Weyrauch. 

Ms. Young Oh, I know Walter Weyrauch. 

Ms. Walbolt And I give him a lot of credit that when I ... because, it was of course blind 

grading and he didn't have a clue whose exam it was, ... and he still remembers 

and says it was one of the best law school exams he had ever seen and this and 

that. He became very much a booster of mine. So, I didn't run into any real 

problems. I was on the law review there, worked well with others. Mike 

Jamieson was editor-in-chief of the law review that year. I was notes editor. 

That was a great experience. I enjoyed it. 

Ms. Young Well, why don't we do this? Why don't we stop at this particular point and then 

I'm going to make an appointment and restart, because we've been at it for about 

an hour. 

Ms. Walbolt That's fine. 
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Ms. Young 

Ms. Young 

SECOND SESSION -September 11, 2007 

This is Gwynne Young and Sylvia Walbolt. It is September 11, 2007. This is 

the second session of the oral history for the American Bar Association Women 

Trailblazers in Law Program. 

Sylvia, the last time that we were here we were talking about your experience at 

the University of Florida College of Law, and in particular, you were talking 

about a particular professor who had been very supportive of you and that was 

Walter Weyrauch. 

Ms. W albolt Weyrauch, right. 

Ms. Young Who had become one of your supporters. Other than Prof. Weyrauch, were there 

other individuals who became mentors to you while you were at the law school? 

Ms. Walbolt Mindy Glicksberg (Mandell Glicksberg), the real estate professor, was very, very 

supportive of my career there. Those are the two that really stick out in my 

mind. 

Ms. Young You talked about Weyrauch, tell me about what Mindy Glicksberg did. 

Ms. W albolt He became a good friend. He was an avid tennis player and we used to play a lot 

of tennis together and he was a big supporter of me. I later found out that he was 

instrumental in getting me into Phi Beta Kappa based on my law school grades, 

which you 're not supposed to do, but he did. But he was just there. He was an 

advisor to the Law Review and helped me with the Law Review as well. 

Ms. Young Okay. You talked a little bit about your experience on the Law Review and I 

think you were the Notes Editor. 
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Ms. Walbolt I was the Notes Editor. 

Ms. Young With respect to the Law Review, were there any issues with you and the Law 

Review as a result of your being female? 

Ms. Walbolt None. Isn't that nice to be able to say that there really were none? 

Ms. Young You indicated that in terms of your experience, that one of the things at least 

early on, there were some men who made comments about the fact that you had 

taken a man's place or that you had gotten the scholarship that was a particularly 

good scholarship. 

Ms. Walbolt Right. 

Ms. Young As your law school progressed, were there any other, what you would see as 

gender-related issues with your progress through law school? 

Ms. Walbolt No. There really weren't, and as I did get more and more senior, those problems 

became less and less. I don't know if this was a question of they finally had 

respect for me or they knew I was going to stay the course or what. But I ended 

up having a lot of really good friends at the law school and what that ended as 

being a very positive experience. 

Ms. Young In terms of your experience at the law school, how many other women were 

actually at the law school when you were there, either as students or as faculty? 

Ms. Walbolt Anne Cawthon Booth, who later went on the First District, graduated right 

before I got there. So, she had been there. Betty Taylor, I think I mentioned this 

to you. Betty Taylor, who was the librarian of the law library, was going 

through law school on the free tuition -- one class a semester -- and she became 

a good friend of mine. Of course, my father was in the library and at the main 
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Ms. Young 

library. She knew him and I actually worked for Betty for awhile on a part-time 

basis when I was in college. So she was there after I had been ... I was the only 

woman in my actual class. A year or so after I had gotten there, some other 

coeds began to come. I think we had two other women join. And then, of 

course, in the late 60's, the floodgates opened and lots of women began to apply. 

But when I was going to law school, I was literally the only woman in my 

classes. 

So, in terms of friendships, you know, obviously, you didn't have a lot of 

women friends ... 

Ms. Walbolt I didn't have any women friends. 

Ms. Young Did you make good friends with any of your male classmates? 

Ms. Walbolt I did. I made good friends with a lot ofmy male classmates, including those 

who wanted my typewritten notes when finals came around! 

Ms. Young (chuckle) You mentioned that. 

Ms. W albolt I discovered I had a lot more friends than I ever knew as a result. But, no, I did 

make a lot of friends working with people on the Law Review and other 

extracurricular activities. Some I kept up with, you know, literally over the 

years, I still hear from them from time to time. 

Ms. Young As you were getting near the close of your law school, talk me a little bit about 

what happened when you started thinking about what kind of job you were going 

to have after law school and, sort of, your employment search coming out of law 

school. 

Ms. Walbolt I really didn't give a lot of thought to it as I undoubtedly should have. It really 
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never occurred to me I'd go into private practice. I just didn't see that as an 

option at the time. I talked with - now I'm getting my dates wrong, I was going 

to talk about my talk with Judge Germany. I given some thought to a judicial 

clerkship but I was looking at the bulletin board one day and I saw a - this is a 

true story - I saw a memo that Carlton Fields (then known as Mabry, Reaves, 

Carlton, Fields, Emmanuel, Smith & Cutler) was going to interview 3 students 

and my name was on it. And even though I hadn't signed up or anything. But I 

was on it, and so I figured, you know, nothing ventured, nothing gained, and so I 

went to the interview. 

Mich Emmanuel, Tom Clark, and Paul Saad had flown down to Gainesville from 

Tampa -- those were in the days when Paul Saad was big into the airplane, you 

may remember that. He was big into the airplane and I think was trying to get 

the firm to buy an airplane, but they came down and interviewed me and asked 

for me to come back to the firm to interview. And, they flew me back, and of 

course, you know I'm a white-knuckle flyer and especially in a small airplane 

being piloted by people -- (chuckle) Mich Emmanuel was learning from Paul. It 

was a very scary event. But I came back and interviewed with the firm the next 

day and that's the famous (within CF) time when I played tennis with Mich and 

Reece and probably sealed the employment offer with the tennis match with 

Mich, and Reece, I guess, not really knowing I really was a good tennis player. 

The things you learn way after the fact. Just very, very recently, I learned that 
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Reece and Tom felt it was very important that there be a 100% acceptance of 

hiring a woman, and I later learned that the only reason that they had interviewed 

me in the first place was they always interviewed the No. 1 man in the class and 

this year the No. 1 man in the class was a woman so they had a meeting and they 

decided to at least interview me. But they really worked, you know obviously, 

there was a lot of concern that some of the more rigid members of the firm 

would have a concern with a woman lawyer. And to the firm's credit, there was 

a unanimous decision to hire me and give me an offer and I was thrilled to get it 

and excited to come back to Tampa. Excited to join a very prestigious firm. 

Ms. Young Well, when you say, just for the record and this history, who is Mich Emmanuel? 

Ms. Walbolt Mich Emmanuel was one of the named partners shortly after I got there; maybe 

even right before I got there. I know when I interviewed it was still Mabry, 

Reaves & Carlton, and then they changed the name so that Mich Emmanuel, Ed 

Cutler and Reece's name, Reece Smith, whose name would go into the firm 

name and Mabry, Reaves dropped out. It became Carlton, Fields, Emmanuel, 

Smith & Cutler. 

2364273.5 

Mich Emmanuel was the son of Greek immigrants. He was raised over in 

Tarpon Springs. He was one of the most versatile men I've ever known in my 

life. He did everything from fishing to writing novels, just very much a 

renaissance man. He went to NYU, got an advanced tax degree and became 

really the first specialized tax lawyer in the state of Florida. He became a named 

partner of Carlton Fields. Ed Cutler had come down to Tampa from 
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Pennsylvania and was a sole practitioner for awhile. He did everything from 

going to small claims court to bankruptcy court and transactional work. He was 

just a fabulous lawyer and he was hired by the firm as the first Jewish lawyer in 

a WASP firm. Back in those days, we had Jewish firms and we had WASP 

firms and they didn't cross over. If you were a Jewish lawyer, you went with a 

Jewish law firm, and so it was really very much of a break through for Ed Cutler 

to be a partner, much less a named partner. of Carlton Fields. Reece Smith was a 

Rhodes Scholar, came back to Plant City, practiced there for a year or so and 

then came with the firm. He became very, very active in bar work and was a 

president of the ABA and president of the International Bar and soon became my 

good and loyal mentor. But for Reece, I would not be with the law firm and I 

wouldn't be where I was today. Tom Clark was not a named partner, but he 

became a very dear mentor of mine, and actually, Dan worked for him as well. 

He was a consummate trial lawyer. He was a fellow of the American College of 

Trial Lawyers as Reece was and as was Broaddus Livingston later. Tom was 

just a great lawyer and a great humanitarian, a dear, dear friend. Ultimately, he 

was appointed by President Carter to the Eleventh Circuit. 

Ms. Young The one other person that you had mentioned was Paul Saad. 

Ms. Walbolt Paul Saad was a Syrian? Was of Syrian decent? 

Ms. Young Syrian or Lebanese. I'm not sure. 

Ms. Walbolt I'm not sure either. He was one of the first labor law specialists in the state of 

Florida, and at the time I joined the firm, he was the actual managing partner of 

the firm, although back in those days, it was very much a part-time job. He 
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practiced law full-time and he administered the firm. When I joined the firm, I 

was the lih lawyer, (laugh), so there wasn't as much to administer as there is 

today. But, that was really the core of the partners in the firm at the time I 

joined. Mr. Mabry, Judge Reaves, and Governor Carlton were all still alive. 

They were all still practicing law, came into the office everyday. Particularly, 

Judge Reaves and Mr. Mabry were just as mentally alert as you could ask for and 

I had the privilege of working with both of them on legal matters. I never 

worked with Governor on anything. He was more of a "come to the office to get 

away from home" at that point in his career. But they were three wonderful 

gentlemen. Never suggested by word, deed, or glance or anything else that they 

were upset to have a woman lawyer there. They were really remarkable. 

Ms. Young What about Mr. Fields? 

Ms. Walbolt Mr. Fields, Wally, was just a wonderful man. He was ... I never really worked 

a lot with him. He was a real estate transactional lawyer. He was Mr. Oil and 

Gas in the state of Florida. He knew more about oil and gas leases than all the 

rest of the lawyers in Florida together. He was yet another, incredible, 

gentlemen. He had very, very severe arthritis and he was in a lot of pain most of 

the day and would pop aspirins throughout the day, but you never, never heard 

him say a cross word, never heard him raise his voice, very much just a 

gentlemen through and through. 

Ms. Young Tell us a little bit about the tennis match that sealed the deal with Mich and 

Reece. 

Ms. Walbolt I'm not even sure how it came up, but somehow during the interviews, I guess it 
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was either on my resume or I mentioned it, I did play competitive tennis, and 

they needed somebody to fill out a Saturday morning foursome. They played 

tennis out at the Yacht Club and somebody had dropped out and they said, 

"Well, would you make up the fourth?" And I said, "Sure." So out we came the 

next morning as my recollection is, it was a Saturday morning, as my 

recollection is that Reece and I were paired. Mich and his old friend, the 

psychiatrist 

Ms. Young Arturo 

Ms. Walbolt His first name began with "B" ... Bryan Hargrove? I'm drawing a blank now .. 

. were on the other side and Mich hit a little dinky lob over to the woman, and 

you know, didn't want to hit anything too hard to me and I had played a lot of 

competitive tennis and I just smoked it right back down to him and everybody 

kind of looked up and that was the end of any little dinky lobs to me. And Reece 

and I won the match 6-Love, 6-Love. We just squashed them. I got my offer 

next week! Reece always said that was what sealed the deal. If I could go out 

on a tennis court and play with the men, I could practice law with them. 

Ms. Young Well, after you got your offer, you obviously accepted the offer, when did you 

start at Carlton Fields? 

Ms. Walbolt I started that December. I got the offer, I'm going to say September or October. 

1963 and I graduated in December. I had gone straight through law school and I 

graduated in December of 1963. So, I started work the day after I graduated. I 

needed - (laughter) - I needed the money to start and work! 

Ms. Young So, ifl understand your story, you really didn't interview with any other firm 
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other than Mabry, Reaves. 

Ms. Walbolt That's, that's correct. I interviewed with the firm and I got a job and it was 

really serendipity and so I didn't have to go interview anybody else. I was very 

grateful. I used to read the stories about Sandra Day O'Connor's efforts to get a 

job and, you know, I was very lucky. I didn't run into any of that sort of 

discrimination and the firm brought me in and gave me every opportunity to 

practice whatever I wanted. 

2364273.5 

Back in those days, they rotated you through every department in the firm and 

you spent ... the theory was that you would spend 3 months in each department 

and then you would go to the next department. Well, when you went through Ed 

Cutler's department, all that meant was you worked for him for the rest of the 

time you were there because he never let you go. But I realized very, very 

quickly ... I think the thought had been that I would do probate and estate work 

--which is what the one woman lawyer in Tampa, who worked for Fowler, 

White, which is where Paul Saad and Tom Clark had come from - and they had 

a woman probate and estate lawyer. I think the thinking was that would be an 

expertise I could develop for the firm and handle. Mr. Mabry had a big estates 

and trusts business practice. So I did a lot of work with him and very quickly 

realized how much I despised that kind of work. I didn't like it, wasn't good at 

it, so I rotated in to Tom Clark's department and just loved the litigation 

immediately. Just, this was it. 
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Ms. Young 

I think the firm was very much concerned about a woman going into litigation. 

There certainly weren't any around at that point in time, but as I say, I just give 

them all the credit in the world. They let me stay, I worked with Tom. I became 

a lawyer's lawyer for Tom and then ultimately rotated into Reece's department 

as we began to get more complex litigation, and I became Reece's second hand 

man and wrote his briefs, helped him make his oral arguments. And when Reece 

became President of The Florida Bar, unexpectedly, because you may remember, 

he was President-elect and the day the then President-elect was to be sworn in or 

two days before, some very short time, he had a heart attack and died, and so 

Reece actually spent two years as President of The Florida Bar, rather the one as 

President-elect and then President. And so for those two years that was gone, I 

actually managed his practice for him. 

In terms of working as a litigator, were you the only associate at the firm at that 

time or were there others who worked ... 

Ms. W albolt Shortly after I came, Bill McGowan and Pete Winders came. They came the 

2364273.5 

year after I did and both of them went into litigation as well, and then the year 

after that, the summer of 1964, the guy named Dan Walbolt came and clerked for 

the firm. And we ultimately carried out the worst predictions of all the men in 

the firm and we began to date each other and fell in love and got married. And 

that is when I went to the firm because we had a nepotism rule, and so I went to 

the firm and offered to resign and I was going to go work for Judge Germany 

who was then expecting to receive the federal nomination as a federal district 

court judge and he agreed to hire me as his clerk only to not get the appointment 
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Ms. Young 

because of politics and the election and the time expired for his nomination. 

Then a different administration came in and he didn't get the job. The firm in 

the interim had decided they would not require one of us to resign and that they 

just split us up so that Dan kept working with Tom Clark and I worked 

exclusively with Reece on the theory that at least we had two different 

supervisors. Ultimately, I got pregnant with Leslie, went on part-time work. 

Actually, I quit when I had Leslie, and I was going to stay home and be the 

perfect mother. And it took about two months of staying home to realize that I 

was not constitutionally (laughter) equipped to stay at home full-time. So, I 

went back and asked Reece would they consider creating a part-time job, which 

they did. The Florida Power antitrust case had just been filed and he needed help 

and so he was glad to have me come back on that basis. And so I did that and 

ultimately, Dan left to go out to the University of South Florida in the Office of 

Student Affairs, so that resolved any remaining nepotism issues. I worked 

part-time for many years while Leslie and Danny were little and ... 

Talk a little bit about being a part-time lawyer at Carlton Fields at that point in 

time. 

Ms. Walbolt It ultimately ended up that I was working full-time and being paid part-time 

which is, I think, what happens to any part-time job. I later supervised young 

women who were trying to work part-time and I told them when they started, I 

said this is what's going to happen to you. You're going to find you just end up 

working more hours than you want to and you're still being compensated as 

part-time help, but that's just kind of the nature of the beast. 
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I worked out an arrangement with the firm where I eventually, this is when I 

started my very early morning arrival at the office. Dan would stay home and 

get the kids up and get them dressed and feed them breakfast and get them to 

school, and I got up, got dressed, and came to the office. I was here by 6:00, 

6:30 a.m. at the latest and I would work 'til 2:00 or 2:30 and then I'd go pick the 

kids up from school. And the problem was that 2:00 or 2:30 would come and I 

would often be on a conference call or I would be enmeshed in trying to get a 

brief out that had to get out that day or what have you and it would end up being 

3:00 or 3:30, and, you know, I'd be late picking the kids up from school. It was 

very, very stressful. This is before the days of technology. My hat is off to the 

young women who do it today because this is back before fax machines and 

emails and FedEx, and at least, once you got home, you were pretty much at 

home and people left you alone unless it was a true emergency. 

Ms. Young Well, when you went part-time, what year was that? 

Ms. Walbolt It would have been the year Leslie was born and Leslie was born in '66, so it 

would have been 1966. 

Ms. Young And, you know, looking back, that was, did you see that as something unusual 

that the firm would agree to, the part-time work? 

Ms. Walbolt Oh, it was incredibly unusual. Lawyers in other firms, particularly firms outside 
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the state of Florida, they were just astonished that the firm had made this 

arrangement with me. They just couldn't fathom that a law firm would allow 

somebody to work part-time, that was just unheard of. I don't know anybody at 
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the time who had such a program. 

Ms. Young How long were you a part-time lawyer? 

Ms. Walbolt Leslie was born in '66, and it had to have been until Danny was a teenager. 

Ms. Young 

Danny was born in '71. So, it was a long time. It was a long time, but the part

time became more closer to full-time and my compensation increased as well, 

but it was not until Danny got into high school that I really returned on a true, 

not only full-time work with billable work, but also began to assume 

responsibilities for some management of the firm. I took over recruitment 

responsibilities for the firm. I began to start doing some outside things, Bar 

work that Alan Sundberg got me involved in, The Florida Bar Foundation, which 

I really enjoyed, and those were things I hadn't done when the children were 

little. When the children were little, I came into work, I did my work and went 

home. That was all I could handle. 

You know, talking about, going back to those early years, what was it like being 

a female litigator when you first started practicing law right out of law school? 

Ms. Walbolt Well, again, there were never any women in anything I did. There weren't 

women clients, there weren't women opposing counsel, there weren't women 

judges. It was truly a all male environment and I found they were very 

respectful. Particularly, I was very lucky that the clients seemed to accept me 

and treat me with real respect and dignity. The biggest problem that I 

encountered were the private dining clubs, because back then the dining clubs in 

Tampa were all "men only" and women were not allowed, not only to be 

members, they weren't even allowed as guests. And so, if I were in a meeting 
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with a bunch of clients and one of the male lawyers in the firm, when it came to 

be noon, they all got up and went upstairs to the University Club and I went to 

my office and had a sandwich. And it really was a demeaning experience. I 

mean, it just was. That immediately set you apart from the group and they 

would, not surprisingly, you know they would often continue to talk the business 

over the lunches, as you will. So that is my recollection of one of the most 

difficult parts of practicing law and that wasn't just being a litigator, that was 

just practicing law back in the days before they finally eliminated that "no 

women", "no blacks" policy. In fact, they eliminated the "no blacks" policy 

before they eliminated the "no women," so Eric Griffin, our first black partner, 

was able to go to the University Club and eat there before I was. 

Ms. Young How did the judiciary treat you? 

Ms. Walbolt They could not have treated me better. I suppose there would be some people in 

today's environment who would say I was occasionally "harassed" by what 

would today be viewed as sexist comments, but they were always in the best of 

intentions. It was just a different day and age back then. I mean, people just 

didn't think in the same terms that they think of today. I can remember the first 

time I was in the Florida Supreme Court while Reece was making an argument 

in a case I had written the briefs on and helped him get ready and he was making 

the argument and he stood up, and of course, there were 7 white old men, you 

know, across the bench of the Florida Supreme Court and Reece introduced me 

to the Court. 

Ms. Young This is Tape 2, September 11, 2007. 
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Ms. Young Sylvia, at the end of the last tape you were describing an oral argument that you 

attended with Reece Smith in front of the Florida Supreme Court and were 

starting to tell me about Justice Terrell. If you could, could you relay that story 

again? 

Ms. Walbolt He leaned down from the bench as Reece introduced me, and Justice Terrell 
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leaned down and said, "Well, Reece, those associates in your firm are certainly 

getting prettier these days", and everybody got a big chuckle out of that. And, 

you know, of course today, nobody would ever dream of saying anything like 

that, but I'm sure he thought he was just being friendly and putting me at ease. I 

really did not run into any, certainly no overt discrimination, by judges. They 

always treated me with respect. They never called me "little lady" or any of 

these things. I actually became very close friends with one of the circuit judges 

in Hillsborough County, Judge Oliver Maxwell, and ultimately, he and his wife 

became our daughter's godparents. 

So, I was very, very lucky. I once spoke on a panel of women lawyers who were 

speaking at Vanderbilt University Law School and we were talking to women 

lawyers about issues of practicing law. This was 20 to 30 years ago. But I sat 

there and listened to so many of the women on the panel talk about the 

discrimination they had experienced both in law school and then in their careers 

and when it got to my tum, I said, you know, "I'm sitting here realizing how 

very lucky I am because to the best of my knowledge, I never had anyone refuse 

to have me on a case because I was a woman. To the best of my knowledge, I 
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never lost a case because I was a woman." I just was very, very fortunate that I 

never experienced that same type of discrimination that was obviously very 

prevalent in this country against women lawyers at that time. And you would 

think, particularly being in a Southern environment, kind of old fashioned, you 

would think if anywhere, it was going to have that kind of treatment, it would be 

in the deep South. 

At the time I started practicing law, there was not a wife of one of our lawyers 

who worked. You know, people just, the wife stayed home and raised the kids in 

those days in the deep South. And yet, despite that, as I say, I just never, never 

had the feeling I was being discriminated against. I certainly never saw any 

evidence ofit and the wives of the lawyers were very supportive ofme. They 

seemed very happy to see a woman progress into the law firm. 

Ms. Young What year did you start at Carlton Fields? 

Ms. W albolt December 1963. 

Ms. Young In terms of your practice development, how did your practice take shape and 

how did you end up sort of where you are today; you know, as our No. 1 

appellate lawyer at Carlton Fields? 

Ms. Walbolt I discovered that I really like legal issues. I loved the practice oflaw. I just was 

fascinated with the legal issues and the research and the writing. I liked to write 

and I just fell into a situation where I was able to do a lot of the legal work in the 

litigation group. I did a lot of legal writing, and became the general of a big case 

where I supervised other lawyers, and I just, it was an ideal practice when I was 
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part-time because I didn't do things like deposition discovery and traveling. I 

tried to hold my traveling to a minimum. I had to do some, obviously, but I 

really did a lot of the legal research writing and thinking about how you win a 

case as a matter oflaw. 

I was later fortunate to have, the firm was fortunate to have a man named Alan 

Sundberg join the firm from the Florida Supreme Court. He had been Chief 

Justice of the Florida Supreme Court, he had 5 kids, and he needed to put them 

through college, so he came back to practice law and he was still very youthful at 

the time. He was just a fabulous advocate. He was as good on his feet as 

anybody I've ever seen on their feet and everybody wanted Alan Sundberg to be 

their appellate lawyer, and I, he just told all the clients, "Sylvia Walbolt and I are 

a team. You want me to do the oral argument, she's going to the brief'! And, it 

was a take it or leave it. That's how we worked. You know, he would tell 

clients he had confidence in my brief writing ability, and he, obviously, would be 

involved and review the briefs. He joined us in 1981, and we were just a terrific 

team. He was a, as I say, a fabulous advocate, but he also was just a very, very 

bright legal mind, obviously, you don't get to be Chief Justice of the Florida 

Supreme Court without having a lot of legal ability and he was just a delight to 

practice law with. He ultimately left us to go back to FSU and be General 

Counsel there and then died at a very untimely death. 

I still think of him virtually every day as I work at my practice and the things I 
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learned from him. When I work with young people, I did it just today; I was 

working with a brand new lawyer who started work with Carlton Fields 

yesterday and I was giving him his first assignment. I told him something Alan 

Sundberg had always told me, and I do that a lot. I really learned a lot from him. 

He also gave me, if you will, a platform that I was able to then begin to develop 

this appellate practice, which was a real godsend for me because along the way 

in my career at Carlton Fields, I lost my hearing in my right ear. I'm stone deaf 

suddenly one day in my right ear, and I had only about 1/4 of hearing in the other 

ear. It created a lot of problems for me with the practice of law and appellate 

practice was a very natural thing for me to fall into not only because of this 

hearing disability but because Alan Sundberg was here and he had all this work 

that he needed help. So, that's kind of how I fell into the appellate work. 

Before, you had gotten into, really started to focus on appellate, talk a little bit 

about your practice in terms of you know, the types of matters you worked on, 

how you developed yourself as a lawyer. I know you became, I think, what only 

the second woman ever admitted to the American College of Trial Lawyers? I 

think, from a historical perspective, it would be interesting to know about the 

development of your litigation practice and, perhaps, how it came to be that you 

became a Fellow of the College. 

Ms. Walbolt Well, I can answer the last question because I found out about it years after the 
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fact. That process is supposed to be completely confidential and you're never 

supposed to know who nominated you or any of the process. But, you know, 

Chesterfield Smith, of course. Chesterfield never could keep anything like that a 
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confidence. Just a fabulous gentlemen, obviously, a President of the ABA, he 

was a partner, very senior partner, of Holland & Knight, and was a great 

supporter of women lawyers, not only in his own firm, but throughout the state 

of Florida. I came to learn years after the fact that he had nominated me and got 

some other people to second me. I never was able to learn who seconded me. 

Based primarily on the administrative work I had been doing for Florida Power, 

Florida Power Corporation was my big client that came to Reece Smith because 

of a major antitrust case that had been filed against them. This was when I came 

back after my pregnancy with Leslie and came back to work on a part-time basis. 

I worked almost exclusively on the Florida Power antitrust case, supervising it 

and directing the legal aspects of it, but that then led to me doing a lot of work 

for Florida Power as their outside counsel as Reece became more and more 

involved in the Bar work and unable to handle hearings and the like and I began 

to step into that role for them and I began to do a lot of appellate work. 

Some of my happiest appellate victories were ones that I got for Florida Power, 

so I'm sure that played a major role in being elected to the College, which was 

one of the highlights, and still is one of the highlights, of my career. When I was 

elected as you mentioned, I was the second woman. The first woman was 

Amelia Kersey, who shortly after she was elected, went onto the Second Circuit 

and never was active in the College, so I was the first woman to really be active. 

I became, I went on committees, I actually became chair of several important 

committees. The men, and now, the man and women of the College were very 
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gracious to me. I had some wonderful opportunities from some of the activities 

that I've been involved in with the College. 

My most wonderful memory with the College was getting a phone call from 

then-President Ozzie Ayscue saying that the College was planning the upcoming 

Anglo-American Exchange for the years 1999 and 2000. That was a program 

whereby five American lawyers and five American judges including two Justices 

of the United States Supreme Court, Justice Clarence Thomas and Justice 

Anthony Kennedy, would have an exchange with five lawyers and five justices 

of the English and Scottish judicial systems. They would meet in 1999 in 

Scotland and then in 2000 in America, and we presented papers on pre-arranged 

topics and then there would be discussion. The premise being sharing ideas, 

sharing common problems, sharing common solutions and it was just absolutely 

the most remarkable experience that I have ever had in my legal career. In 

England, I gave a presentation with Justice Thomas on devolution, which was a 

very hot topic back then because England was engaged in devolution of power to 

Ireland and the like, and we, in our country, after 200 years of democracy, you 

may remember that was when we had the series of 5-4 state and federal decisions 

coming out of the United States Supreme Court. So, it was a real hot topic. It 

was an incredible experience to work with Justice Thomas, who could not have 

been more down-to-earth and friendlier with me in working on the paper, on the 

presentation that we made at the 1999 session. In the 2000 session, I worked 

with Dean Andy Coats of the University of Oklahoma and a former President of 
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the American College in presenting, and with Sam Pointer, Judge Sam Pointer, 

in doing a presentation on technology in the courtroom, which was then a very 

big, hot topic. It was a very, very interesting program. 

The social events were just fabulous. They had a reception in a room in 

Parliament on the Thames River [River Thames] that you just didn't get to go to. 

We had a luncheon with the Sheriffs in full regalia and even the British 

solicitors, barristers who were on the British team said that none of them had 

ever this opportunity. Everybody just went all out to show their country off, and 

we were very worried about what we were going to do in America when the 

Brits and the Scots came over to America, but I thought we did ourselves very 

proud. We had dinner on the verandah of Mount Vernon and it was only the 

second -- they replicated a state dinner that President and Mrs. Jack Kennedy had 

done, a state dinner, they replicated the food and the like. This session was one 

of the rare times my husband, my long-suffering husband, who had gone to so 

many of these programs with me and sat through, you know, events, had a 

unique experience. Mary Kennedy, Justice Kennedy's wife, arranged a private 

viewing in the Library of Congress of its rare book exhibit and Dan was able to 

actually hold the diary of George Washington in his hands and leaf through it, 

and look at other unique American rare books. All of the people who came back 

that day from that experience, all of the lawyers had been in a meeting, the 

members of the Exchange had been in a meeting, and we all wanted to replicate 

that visit so we could go to the Library of Congress and see those books, but it 
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couldn't be arranged. 

You can tell it was just a wonderful experience. The people were so warm and 

friendly and we made just wonderful friendships, but I, of particular interest to 

this speech, this presentation that we're doing, when Ozzie called me, he said, 

"This event had been going on, they do it every 5 years," and he said "he was the 

President of the College this year and he said then there's no way I'm going over 

there with 5 white men." Then, he says, "I want some diversity and would you 

be willing to do this?" Obviously, I jumped at it. [chuckle] I, you know, was 

very fortunate that I was the first woman lawyer participant in an Anglo

American Exchange. 

You know, looking back on your career, you had a lot of firsts that you've been 

involved with. I think you were the first woman at Carlton Fields, were you not? 

Ms. Walbolt That's correct. 

Ms. Young What are some of the other firsts that you have had? 

Ms. W albolt Well, one that comes to mind is I was the first President of The Florida Bar 

Foundation, not The Florida Bar, but The Florida Bar Foundation. I was the first 

woman President of it, and I'm sure I was the first woman chair of various and 

sundry committees of The Florida Bar back before women became active. I 

suspect I was the first woman chair of various ABA Committees as well, and 

you know, I don't know that I could name them, but I'm sure I was. I was the 

second woman on the ABA's Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary, 

which was another fabulous experience and ranks as one of the two or three top 
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experiences of my professional life. I wasn't the first member of that 

Committee, Joan Hall from Chicago, was; I think, she may have been the first 

woman chair of the Litigation Section of the ABA, if I'm not mistaken, and she 

was the representative for the ih Circuit at the time I went on that Committee. 

Talk a little bit about, you know, obviously, you became very involved with Bar 

work over your career, can you talk a little bit about what the, how you got 

involved in Bar work and what it was like, sort of being a pioneer in the Bar as 

well? 

Ms. Walbolt I got involved, as you might guess, through the auspices of Reece Smith, who 
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was very committed to the professional obligations of lawyers, both at the Bar 

and civic. As I said, when my children were little, I really didn't do much. I 

just, there was only just so much ofme, and I could practice law and that was 

about all I could handle. But then as they got older, I was able to do a whole lot 

more, and then ultimately, by the time Danny was in high school, I was able to 

really return to a full-time and a well-rounded practice, and I began by being 

involved mostly with The Florida Bar. As I said, Alan Sundberg got me 

involved with The Florida Bar Foundation. I began to work my way up in that 

organization which also got me very interested in the pro bono side of the Bar, 

and which, as you know, is something that I continue to be very, very interested 

in and committed to. I also was active in the Antitrust Committee of The Florida 

Bar. I chaired that Committee and ultimately became the first woman of the 

Section. 
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Then I began, particularly as I was able to do more traveling, I began to be active 

in the ABA, such that I was appointed to the Federal Judiciary Committee. I 

served a 3-year term and then rotated off and was appointed back. I served a 

second term of 3 years. I found that extremely rewarding; very, very time

consuming though. At one time, I had done more investigations of judges that 

anybody in the history of that Committee, and every investigation took hundreds 

on hours because you read all the decisions, you read briefs of the people that 

you talked to, you conducted interviews, you traveled to wherever the person 

was either a judge or practiced law, and interviewed the person. You wrote a 

comprehensive report and presented it to the Committee. So, it was an 

extremely exhaustive investigation and very time-consuming, but I made a lot of 

wonderful friends, the people who you appointed to the Federal bench during the 

years I was doing the investigation. It was very rewarding. I felt like it was 

something really helpful to the profession and to the community. And then I just 

did a bunch of this and that. 

Coming up at the firm, kind of taking back to, a little bit to where we started, tell 

about Reece being an important mentor to you. Can you tell us about how he 

mentored you? 

Ms. Walbolt He didn't mentor in the way that we now have formal mentor programs. He was 
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not appointed my mentor. There was no system, no procedures or anything. He 

just led by example and helped me as a friend. He was such a icon, still is as far 

as I'm concerned, and he was just the type of person that I wanted to be like as a 

lawyer, and so it was just really, not that he ever told me things, it was what he 
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did, and so I just kind of followed along using him as my example. I certainly 

never had any ambitions to be President of the ABA or President of The Florida 

Bar. I'm really more into the substance of the law areas. I ultimately became a 

Vice-Chair, for instance, of the Antitrust Section of the ABA, and so, it was 

really, I did more of the substantive than the political side of the ABA. But he 

was a great -- was and is -- a great believer that lawyers have a privilege to 

practice law, we're very fortunate to make a good living doing something that's 

a lot of fun and that you have an obligation just to give back. He preaches that 

even today within our firm and outside of our firm. He conveyed by example, I 

learned by just watching the way he carried out his professional obligations. 

Ms. Young How, if at all, did he help you advance yourself as a lawyer? 

Ms. Walbolt He helped me advance myself by giving me every opportunity to do that. He 

never treated me as unimportant, as you know, as being hired help or however 

you wanted to say it. He always treated me and introduced me to clients and 

others as "his lawyer," and he meant it. He said it with a lot of respect. And he 

gave me lots of opportunities, the opportunity to work for Florida Power 

Corporation, which was an incredible opportunity. They had no women in their 

management at that time. They had never worked with a woman lawyer and for 

them to tum over very significant litigation essentially to a woman lawyer was a 

real breakthrough, I give that client all the credit in the world to be willing to do 

that, but I give Reece all the credit in the world for giving me the opportunity. 

Ms. Young What about Tom Clark? How did he mentor you? 

Ms. Walbolt Well, Tom, was just a fabulous person. As I say, once Dan went to work for 
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him, I didn't work for him as much as I had when I started, but Tom had such a 

devotion to pro bono work and helping the poor -- was he still here when you 

came or had he gone on 

Ms. Young Oh, he hired me. 

Ms. Walbolt Okay, so you know what a terrific human being he was. He was a die-hard 

liberal Democrat as, of course, I am, just believed in the poor and rights of the 

poor. I remember he did so much pro bono legal work for what was then called 

the Hillsborough County Retarded Citizens Association, and he spent hundreds 

and hundreds of hours of free legal work for them and just was very much 

committed to helping people like that with those disabilities. And again, he was 

just another person who gave me every opportunity with clients and to do 

whatever I could to advance in my career. 

Ms. Young Well, other than Tom and Reece, were there any other people who were 

mentors? You mentioned Sundberg as being kind of a mentor to you as well. 

Others who mentored you? 

Ms. Walbolt Lots of people. I really was very fortunate throughout my career, and they were 

all men because at the time, you had to have older people to help you with 

clients and help you get into organizations and the like at the time. [laughter] 

The older people then were always men, all white males. But there were many 

people who helped. I mentioned the ones - Chesterfield. What a classy thing 

was for him to nominate a woman, and one who wasn't in his law firm, to be a 

Fellow of the American College and that was just an incredible boost to my 

career, and also brought me just enormous fellowships with the lawyers that I 
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had such respect for. Alan was a terrific mentor. Broaddus Livingston 

ultimately became a great mentor and used me for a lot of his cases to do the 

legal work and the appeals. Oliver Maxwell was a great mentor to me. I can't 

even begin to name all of the people who helped me along. 

Good. Well, I think that's a good place to stop, and so we will restart again next 

week. 
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Ms. Young 

THIRD SESSION -November 12, 2007 

This is Gwynne Young and Sylvia Walbolt. It is November 12, 2007. This is 

our third session of taking the oral history from Mrs. Walbolt. 

Sylvia, as I just mentioned to you, we finished our last session by having talking 

about a number of people who had been mentors to you in your career. I wanted 

to kind of go back and just sort of pick up on a few questions related to your 

legal career and also to the law firm kind of to fill in some of the gaps of what 

we had talked about before. 

In terms of your ability to develop business as a lawyer, have you found that 

your gender has impacted in any way your ability to develop business? 

Ms. Walbolt No, I really haven't. I really haven't. 

Ms. Young Why do you think that is? 

Ms. Walbolt Well, I think in today's environment, it's because there's so many women 

handing out business and I just don't think that the bias and prejudices that 

existed years ago exist today. I mean, you have many, many women general 

counsel, you have women in management position, and it's just not something I 

think people think about today. In the past, I don't know why it was. Maybe I 

just got lucky. I know of only one instance -- now, maybe there were others and 

I didn't know about them -- but, I only know of one instance in which a client of 

the firm refused to work with me because I was a woman. And they just, it was 

an appeal, and they wouldn't do it. They wanted a man to do it. Years ago, 

years and years ago. But, by in large, the clients seemed to want good legal 
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advice and didn't particularly care what gender was giving them the good legal 

advice. 

Have you ever, in your career as a lawyer, which has all, of course, been at 

Carlton Fields, did you ever see any impact of your gender other than what you 

just described on any assignment you got? Or any evaluations that you received 

as a lawyer? 

Ms. Walbolt No, I didn't. 

Ms. Young Okay. Did you find that your gender impacted at all or in any way, your 

participation in firm management? 

Ms. Walbolt Not at all. As you know, I chaired a number of committees, including the 

recruitment committee at one time, became a practice group leader, was chair of 

the firm, I was on the compensation committee for years and years and ... 

Ms. Young Your favorite assignment. 

Ms. Walbolt ... until I volunteered to go off ofit because it was my most unfavorite 

assignment. So, no, I was actively involved in firm management and when I got 

unactively involved, it was always my choice. 

Ms. Young And in fact, you were chairman of the firm at one time. 

Ms. Walbolt Yes, for eight years. 

Ms. Young Did you find that your gender impacted you in any way as far as promotion or 

income? 

Ms. Walbolt No, no. I did not. With the one caveat that when I worked part-time, I was paid 

for part-time work and I essentially worked full-time, but I don't think that was 

so much the firm, as just, I think that's kind of what happens when you work 
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part-time. And I know years later when Debbie Ross Hardin came to work for 

me and was trying to work part-time, it was the same thing. You know, you're 

paying them part-time because they're saying they are going to work a certain 

number of hours and then they just can't stand it, they do the right thing and do 

the work and work more hours than you're paying them and you're paying them 

for less hours. So, I never put that down to any kind of discrimination, and once 

I went back to full time, I was paid comparatively to my male peers, and 

ultimately, more than most of my male peers. At one time, I was the first or 

second highest in compensation in the firm, so I never saw any sign of 

discrimination in pay. I started at the same munificent salary as a man would 

have $4500 a year. I can still remember the thrill ofreceiving an entirely 

unexpected bonus of $800 at the end of my first year. At the time, my ambition 

in life was to earn $10,000.00 a year and I couldn't fathom how I ever could 

spend so much money. 

You mentioned when you were part-time with the law firm, and during our last 

session, you talked about that and how the firm was open to that even ... 

Ms. W albolt Back in the old days 

Ms. Young ... back in the old days. Besides, you know, that part time program, which of 

course, the firm I think has continued that. Has this firm any other special 

programs or initiatives involving women and have you been involved in any way 

in those? 

Ms. Walbolt I'm not sure if I can think of any from a formal standpoint. I mean I do think 

back to when the question came up of health benefits for children of gays and 
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lesbians, again that was back years and years ago, I was very active in helping to 

get that program through the firm. I'm not sure that's a gender issue particularly, 

but that comes to mind. I think, really, the flex benefit, the work ... 

Ms. Young Yeah. 

Ms. Walbolt ... and also, you remember, you and I did the marketing program for the women 

trying to address the special needs of women, particularly, women with young 

children didn't feel they were able to go out and do as much Bar work and the 

like, you know, like talking and counseling, and I advised many of them on how 

they could nonetheless further their careers. 

Ms. Young I know we have done some programs specifically directed to young women for 

marketing and business development. You know, we also have had a women's 

initiative which I think you've participated in. 

Ms. Walbolt I have participated and I did help get that organized. That's true. 

Ms. Young Has the firm done other programs that benefit young lawyers, whether in the area 

of mentoring or otherwise, that would, from your perspective, either make it 

distinctive or perhaps be geared to helping all young lawyers as opposed to just 

young women? 

Ms. Walbolt Well, I think our mentoring. Yes. I think in many, many instances, I think not 

only our mentoring program which we take very seriously and spend a lot of 

time on mentoring, is very helpful and I think it is particularly helpful to young 

women who are going to meet and experience certain issues that, face it, the 

young men aren't going to meet! And I think that having mentors available that 

can help them work their way through trying to practice law in this highly 
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technological age where everybody wants everything done instantly by fax or 

email is very helpful. So, I think the mentoring program that we've spent a lot of 

time on makes us special. I think our associate training program does. We 

spend enormous resources, I've spent several hours today working on our 

advanced writing program where we took some mid-level associates and it was 

very interesting. They're all women. We did it on a volunteer basis, first come, 

first served, and it was all women who volunteered. We didn't have a single 

male participant, which I thought was very, very interesting because there are 

some young men in our firm that could have benefitted from this program. But, 

we did hands on, we gave them an exercise, we gave them a motion that had 

been drafted by a lawyer outside our office who came to us as appellate counsel 

and we rewrote it before it was filed and so we used the original draft and gave it 

to everybody and gave them 5 hours to edit it and then we met one on one to 

critique it and then we're going to have a "seminar" or a meeting, whatever you 

want to call it, later this week where we will discuss with the group without 

pointing at anybody what somebody did right or wrong, you know "here is what 

we learned." 

And I think those kinds of programs are really invaluable and we do a lot of 

those and I think they are very helpful. I think our pro bono program is very 

helpful because it gives young lawyers an opportunity to work with a lot of 

lawyers across the spectrum of the firm they might not otherwise work with and 

that's just invaluable as well. 
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Ms. Young You know you mentioned the healthcare for same sex partners, how would you 

assess your firm's general policies as far as being family-friendly and have you 

played a role in those policies? 

Ms. Walbolt I think we are as family-friendly as a law firm in today's competitive market as 

Ms. Young 

can be. I do worry that the pressures that we are exerting on our young lawyers, 

particularly, the pressures of those as they approach partnership or 

shareholdership, are very difficult for young people, and particularly, young 

women who are trying to raise young children at the same time, are very, very 

difficult and I think the stresses that we put by so many demands are very 

difficult for, particularly, the young women. And I don't have an answer for that 

because we have to do what we have to do to stay competitive. 

Well, you know, in terms of, you know, balancing the demands that are placed 

on lawyers today, you mentioned as one of the particular disadvantages for 

young women is the raising of children. Are there other things that you see as a 

disadvantage of being female as a young lawyer today? 

Ms. Walbolt No, I really don't or maybe I'm missing something, but I really see that the 
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primary problem that young women face, and that is the ones that have children 

because at least my sense is that things haven't changed in one respect and that 

is, it's still the female who is expected to go home at the end of the day and take 

care of the children, and get the birthday gifts, and get them to the birthday party, 

and take them to the dentist and the like. And there are a lot of males that are 

very, very supportive, and I don't mean to suggest they aren't, but the primary 

responsibility still seems always to rest on the female. And, I just, I see, all the 
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pressures that exist in the practice of law and you add that on top of someone 

who has got all these other responsibilities, and I just think it places particular 

stress on women -- that is there to some extent for a male, no question about it -

I'm thinking right now, one of our young male associates who has a child with a 

very serious chronic illness that requires a lot of therapy, a lot of doctor visits 

and you know, I've been counseling him to try to work something out because 

the stress was just, you know, trying to do all the commitments that he had as an 

associate in a law firm and still take care of his child when he got home was 

placing intolerable stress on him. So, it's not completely, and I grant you, it's 

not completely a woman issue, but I do think women overall have more 

problems with this and I think those problems tend to come with that second 

child. I think we all do pretty well with the first child and it's that second child, 

particularly if the second child is a couple of years later, or maybe a different sex 

and so now all of a sudden, you're not going just going to ballet, you know, 

you're also going to football practice across town. It's just very, very difficult. 

Ms. Young Are there any advantages you see in being a female lawyer? 

Ms. Walbolt Sure! We know how to multi-task! Absolutely. I mean, all women know how 

to balance and juggle and, you know, I do think you learn to be very efficient. 

You can't, you know, you can't, you just don't have the luxury of being 

inefficient. You don't have the luxury of procrastination, and so I think young 

women, women with families learn to be very self disciplined and I think that is 

an advantage. And I think another advantage is, and then this isn't just women 

with children, but women with any kind of outside interest, I think we're better 
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Ms. Young 

lawyers if we're better balanced and I think a lot of men, particularly, tend to 

become, and some women, tend to become just a workaholic and they're fixated 

and they have nothing but their practice of law, and ultimately, that's not 

enough, as much as I love the practice oflaw, that's not enough. You need other 

things in your life, you cannot do the practice of law 365 days a year. You just 

can't do it. And I think women tend to have more balance in that regard whether 

it's, you know, family or just whether it's outside activities, at least my 

impression, is that certainly the younger women in our firm and the more senior 

ones, have all have been active in Bar, active in civic, active in professional, and 

I think that brings a sense of reward, a sense of satisfaction that you don't get 

just by billing a lot of time and maybe making a lot of money but doing nothing 

but practicing law. So, that's a trend I really see with the women lawyers in our 

firm, and in the legal profession. 

You know, I've known you and Dan, your husband, obviously, since I started 

with Carlton Fields back in 1977. How did the two of you manage to balance 

careers and your family life? 

Ms. Walbolt It wasn't easy. (laughter) It wasn't easy. But Dan ultimately left the firm, as 

2364273.5 

you know, and went out to the University and while he certainly worked hard at 

the University, there weren't the kinds of demands on him that would have been 

made on him had he stayed at the law firm and he was able to provide me 

enormous support. As you know, that's when we started the practice of I would 

get up and come into the office in the early morning. He would get the kids up, 

feed them, clothe them and get them to school and I would go in the afternoon 
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Ms. Young 

and pick them up. I always thought that added great benefit because my kids 

saw more of their dad than a lot of kids ever saw of their dads. We also had a 

terrific housekeeper who was wonderful help. We had extended family, 

grandparents who helped, but you know, you never stop feeling guilty, you just 

always feel like there's not enough of you to do everything. That's the biggest 

problem for many women lawyers, I think. 

Picking up where we left off. You were talking about how you and Dan had 

divided up the household chores and you had managed to balance work/family 

responsibilities, given the things we've talked about, do you have any particular 

advice that you would offer to young female lawyers who are starting out today? 

Ms. Walbolt (Laughter). Well, marry a supportive man, that's for sure, or spouse. I think the 

Ms. Young 
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advice I would have, and I say it as somebody at the tail end of the career, 

thinking about retirement, is to recognize the importance of a balanced life and 

whether it be, you know, responsibility is your children or whether it be 

responsibility to you, yourself or your community, to recognize that a balanced 

life is important and that the practice of law is a great profession and a lot of fun, 

a lot of excitement, but there should be more in your life. That's the advice 

when I talk to my mentees, I try to, both men and women, that you need a 

balance. You need a balance and I, it's just getting harder and harder to do that 

in today's society, particularly with all the technology. It just seems that you 

never get away from the office, and I don't think that's healthy. Sometimes you 

need a fresh mind. 

As someone who started out in the profession when there were virtually no 
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women lawyers, to today when there are a substantial number of women 

lawyers, have you observed any changes in the role of women in the profession 

during your career, and, you know, is a first question, and secondly, have you, 

are there any changes that the profession perhaps needs to make to facilitate 

greater participation of women? 

Ms. Walbolt Well, first the answer is absolutely, yes. I mean, you see women now at every 

2364273.5 

phase of the profession from the United States Supreme Court to every court in 

the land to corporate board rooms to corporate legal departments, you know, 

professors at law schools, none of which existed when I started the practice of 

law. So, it's been an incredible change in the face of the profession. What I 

haven't seen that I would have expected to have seen is some impact on the 

practice of law and professionalism from the entry of so many women. Perhaps 

it's chauvinistic ofme, but I would have thought we women would have brought 

more of a culture of professionalism to the practice oflaw and what I've really 

seen too much of and it distresses me, but I see an awful lot of attitude, 

particularly by young women lawyers who seem to think that the only way they 

can show they're aggressive and that they're as good as the men is to act tough 

and to act nasty, and I just don't think that's so. I don't think you have to do that 

to be a good lawyer, but I see an awful lot of that and I haven't seen what I 

thought I would see as more women went into the law and went on the bench, 

you know, became presidents of the ABA and the like. I haven't seen an 

influence by women as a group to create a more professional profession ·and that 

surprises me. That kind of ties to the second question, I think most large law 
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firms and I suspect a lot of law schools would say that one of the real problems 

of this profession faces now is that we have women as something like 50% of the 

students coming out of law school and yet we see an enormous percentage of 

those women leaving the profession, some because of family responsibilities, 

some because they don't like the actual practice of law, they don't like the 

stresses, they don't like the nastiness or whatever. It's not good when you have 

that many, that great of a percentage of your profession at risk for leaving the 

profession after 5 years, 10 years at the Bar. We need to, we, as a profession, 

need to do a better job of understanding of why we lose so many of these very, 

very bright capable women to the profession and what we can do to keep them in 

the profession. 

Talk about the ways that you think having more women lawyers and judges 

haven't impacted the profession. Are there ways that having more women 

lawyers and judges in your view have positively impacted the profession? 

Ms. W albolt Oh, I think so. I think absolutely so and one that just immediately occurs to me 

Ms. Young 

is the obvious one that we do bring a different mind set, a different perspective to 

cases and issues such as sexual discrimination and the like and so I think to that 

extent having a diversity, there's no question that's been healthy for the judicial 

system and healthy for the profession and good for the public at large. 

You know, over the three interview sessions that we've had, we've talked about 

a lot, are there any particular areas that you could think of at this point that we 

should have covered that we haven't? 

Ms. Walbolt No, I really can't. You're right, we've covered a lot of ground and I guess, you 
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know, maybe the only question we haven't talked about is what's the face of our 

profession going to look like in 10, 20 years and that kind of goes back to the last 

question you asked me. If the pressures on young lawyers, both male and 

female, continue to increase, as certainly as we've seen in the last few years, say 

the last 5 years, if that continues to increase as exponentially as it has in the past, 

I think that is going to create more of an exodus of women from the profession 

and that has its own set of problems for diversity. Ultimately, in the diversity of 

the pool of lawyers in actual practice through so many becoming judges or 

dropping out of the workplace after 10 years, 15 years of the practice oflaw. 

Ms. Young Thank you. 

Ms. Walbolt Thank you. 
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