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excellent preacher (MS. Bodley 39). If the statement of Pits had any value
that Walter was a native of Warwick, we might safely set him down as a
follower of Abbot Simon : but anyhow the collocation of names is suggestive."

Tanner thought that the inscription Memoriale fratris W. de C. meant
that the book was "potius donum Gualteri quam scriptum." Stubbs
disagrees with him (p. xx) and cites the Memoriale presbyterorum and the
Memoriale of Prior Henry of Eastry and of Henry Spenser Bp of Norwich
as instances of the use of the word to mean a collection of facts which the
writer desires to be remembered.

He does not cite instances which (coupled with the large script, and
position of the words) incline me to believe that Tanner is in the right,
and that the inscription means that Walter of Coventry presented the
book to the library of his monastery and was not the author of it.

Instances of such inscriptions are :
University Library.

Ee. 5. ii. Astronomical Tables etc.
Memoriale J. Wilton.

Ff. 4. 31. Hieronymus in Matthaeum.
Memoriale fr. Walteri Hunt doctoris conuentus Carmelitarum oxonie.

Gg. 2. 1 8. Legenda Aurea.
Memoriale fr. Job. de Drayton monachi cuius anime propicietur deus.

Lambeth MS. 160. Polychronica.
Memoriale fr. Willelmi broscumbe magistri. K. ij.

Ib. 215. Athanasius de trinitate.
Memoriale de Lanthonia.

The third of these examples, oddly enough, Tanner was inclined to
interpret as an ascription of authorship. He had not seen that the work
was the well-known Golden Legend of Jacobus de Voragine.

The list might readily be enlarged, but I have thought the examples
cited sufficient to show that the formula is an accustomed one for
expressing a donation on the part of the person named.

17fiI/O. -r T 1L 1. James vac.

Codex typis impressus in folio, in quo continentur,
1. ^Ifredi regis res gestae, autore Asserio Menevensi ; typis Saxonicis.
2. Historia brevis Thomas Walsingham, Londini 1574.
3. Ejusdem Ypodigma Neustriae, Londini 1574.

1. Printed by John Day (1574). Sayle, Catalogue, no. 870. B. M. 32.
2. Printed by Henry Bynneman, 1574. Sayle, no. 1479. B. M. 1566.
3. Printed by John Day, 1574. Sayle, no. 844. B. M. 1566.

1 Nasmith identifies the book with 112 in T. James (and Cat. MSS. Angl.}, but James does
not include any printed books in his list. His 112 is almost certainly Nasmith's 240.


