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SESSION ONE 

I am Marta-Ann Schnabel and I am here with Justice Kitty Kimball and this interview is being done 

for the ABA Women Trailblazers in the Law Project. Today is July 27, 2009. I am just supposed 

to say that for the beginning of the tape, Justice Kimball. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: I would like to start the interview by asking you a little bit about where you 

were born. Let's start with the basics. What's your birthday? Where were 

you born? 

Justice Kimball: Alexandria, Louisiana, February 7, 1945. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell me a little bit if you would about your early years in Alexandria, what 

you remember, and if you like, starting with your mother and your father and 

your family, sometimes that gets you rolling. 

Justice Kimball: My father was a stock broker and formed and was President and CEO of an 

insurance company. My mother stayed home with us, I have four brothers, 

and she was basically a stay-at-home mom during most of my childhood. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell us your dad's name. 

Justice Kimball: William Hudson Dick. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: What about your mom? 

Justice Kimball: Kitty Kelley. Her dad was the sheriff in Rapides Parish, which is, of course, 

where Alexandria is located. But really when I was young, she stayed at 

home. I have four brothers who were spaced every two years, basically there 

is one gap with four, so that my youngest brother is 11 years younger than I. 

So when he got out, when he went to school basically, I guess, maybe he may 

have been a little further along in to school, she went back and got her 

masters, plus 30 in special education. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So, you're the oldest? 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell us a little bit about your, what it was like to be the oldest, in a family of 

four brothers with a stay-at-home mom. 

Justice Kimball: It is called spoiled rotten. Absolutely, especially by my father. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Is that because you were the oldest or because you were the only girl? 



Justice Kimball: Well, probably I was spoiled because I was the only girl, and some of my 

brothers tell me that I played havoc with their young lives and they waited on 

me hand and foot, and that's probably because I was the oldest. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Well, give us some examples of wreaking havoc on their young lives. 

Justice Kimball: They would come at night when I got ready to turn out my light in my room 

and they would turn the light out for me or they would bring me water, they 

literally waited on me hand and fist. They really did. They remind me about 

that now. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So, was that when you were a teenager, or when you were younger than that? 

Justice Kimball: Probably teenager, by the waiting stage, I think probably I was a teenager. 

Being the bossy one, was for as long as I can remember. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So there's two years between you and the next brother in line? 

Justice Kimball: Right. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Who's that? 

Justice Kimball: Bill. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Then? 

Justice Kimball: Then there are four years between Bill and Kelley, my mother lost four 

children during this whole process and then two years between Kelley and 

Austin and two years between Kelly, I mean, Austin and Quentin. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Okay. Did you have any, any responsibilities in the household? It sounds 

like you were happy but 

Justice Kimball: No. Absolutely not. You know we had, of course, you know we were in the 

south in the SO's and so we had help in the daytime and then we had more 

help that came at night. I didn't lift a finger. I did nothing. I was spoiled 

rotten. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So what did you do to pass the time? Let's take you, let's have some 

recollections from your grammar school years. 



Justice Kimball: At one point, I had forgotten this, but I will recall it, at one point my mother 

did teach kindergarten and so we had, you know, other children at the house 

in the morning. I don't remember much about that, except by that time my 

grandfather had died and my uncle then was the sheriff in Rapides Parish and 

I can recall very specifically threatening the other children if they didn't do 

what I wanted to do, then I would call my uncle and he would put them in 

jail. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: These are the other children coming to play with you? 

Justice Kimball: Yes. No, these are the other children that were in my mother's kindergarten. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And she did it at your house? 

Justice Kimball: Yes. We had this huge back porch across the back of the house and then 

there was another little house outside where she had the little chairs and did 

the kindergarten classes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Do you remember, for example things like the war? Or the passing of the 

war were any issues in your life? 



Justice Kimball: No, because, you know, I was born in '45, so I don't have any recollection of 

that at all. My dad was in the service and I know that we lived in Alexandria, 

Virginia. At some point, he was stationed at the Pentagon, he was a general's 

aid, stationed at the Pentagon, during the war. Evidently, my mother had 

come home for me to be born and then we lived in Alexandria, Virginia when 

I was a baby, but I don't remember anything about that. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What about your high school years? What do you remember were your 

favorite things to do? Your favorite past times then? 

Justice Kimball: Gosh we just sort of hung out doing any number of things, you know, that is 

my three friends, they just gave me that when I was sworn in, it's the three of 

us, we kind of went everywhere. The picture of the red car, it my red car that 

I got when I was 15. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So this is a painting that you are pointing to. Is it a red Chevy? 

Justice Kimball: Yep. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And so your daddy gave you a red Chevy when you were 15. 

Justice Kimball: Yep. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: And you and your three friends just 

Justice Kimball: We just 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Toured around 

Justice Kimball: Yes, we did. In those days, people got together and we had a pool and they 

would come over and swim or we would go play softball, we just hung out 

a lot outside. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What about high school? Where did you go to high school? 

Justice Kimball: Bolton High School. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Was there anything about the academics or the school that compelled you, 

that was compelling to you? 

Justice Kimball: I don't know, I always liked school. I never minded it. I always liked 

learning and I think probably some of that was, I could remember, my father 

always saying to us that if you reach a time in your life and you can no longer 

learn, you should die. So, I guess I didn't want to die in high school, so I 

liked learning. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Who was influential on you when you were growing up, other than those 

three lovely women. 

Justice Kimball: I don't know ifl would call them, influential, necessarily. Probably my father 

more than anybody. He was very strong willed person and he had a lot of 

vision, as a matter of fact when he died at his eulogy they said that they 

thought the only thing he could never be was a vice-president of anything. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So the companies that you talk about, he actually, he ran all of those 

companies? 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So he ran a stock brokerage firm, and an insurance firm and what else did you 

say? 

Justice Kimball: I don't know if I said anything else. At one point, he was a general's aid in 

the Army and he came back and ran the Veterans Hospital in Alexandria and 

then decided to become a stock broker and go into that business. And built 

an insurance company. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: In Alexandria? 



Justice Kimball: In Alexandria. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Was it statewide or was it 

Justice Kimball: I'm trying to remember, I know they handled all of the sheriffs association 

insurance for a while, a lot oflife insurance, I was kind of young and I didn't 

pay it much attention. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Were you ever involved in his work? 

Justice Kimball: Yep. One summer for about three or four weeks just to see what working 

was like, it was the only time I ever did any kind of work. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How was that? 

Justice Kimball: I don't remember that I did a whole lot, the only thing I can remember is 

answering the telephone one time and him coming out and telling me that, 

you know, you didn't have intercoms, I guess we did have an intercom, but 

you didn't have a lot of the technology or any of it like we do now and I can 

remember him coming out and saying to me you are not supposed to say 

daddy get the phone on the intercom. I was pretty much spoiled rotten. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What about hobbies, anything that was of interest to you other than 



Justice Kimball: I played the piano for 12 years. We would just go to different people's 

houses, I can't remember any specific things, I mean, I took every kind of 

lesson there was to take. I took voice lessons. I took dancing lessons. I took 

piano lessons for 12 years. I took, tap lessons, all of those kind of things. I 

was a student instructor for P .E. in high school. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Was it expected that you would go on to college? 

Justice Kimball: Absolutely. There was not a question about that. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Was that unusual in Alexandria at the time? 

Justice Kimball: No, I don't think so, everybody that I knew went onto college with the 

exception of one girl, one girl got married in high school, but most everybody 

I knew 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: All the women did as well? 



Justice Kimball: Yes. I was a very good athlete in high school, so a lot of times on weekends 

and things were taken up, and I played softball, basketball, volley ball and 

every sport they offered at Bolton at that time. The football games and all of 

that stuff, I mean it was a pretty active school community in those days. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Did you travel much outside of Alexandria when you were younger? 

Justice Kimball: My grandparents lived in Memphis and so I would go to Memphis in the 

summers. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Your father's parents. 

Justice Kimball: My father's parents, yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And did you stay in Memphis for a while? 

Justice Kimball: I would stay for a couple of weeks every summer. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: But that was pretty much it? 

Justice Kimball: Beyond that, not really, I mean we would go on vacations. Disney World and 

Colorado and where ever, like you did then but, solo travel was really only 

to Memphis, to stay with my grandmother and my aunt. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Were you around when your mom went back to work full-time or had you 

pretty much left the house by then? 

Justice Kimball: I think, I think I may be, I think I had already left for college about that time. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So you are not conscious of any change in the household? 

Justice Kimball: No, I can remember when she went back to school, because I can remember 

us riding, she went to school at Louisiana College, which is, of course, right 

across the bridge at Pineville, and I can remember a little bit about that but 

I don't really have, I don't have much recollection of a lot of things changing, 

but as I said, we had an awful lot of help, we had the same person who came 

every day and cooked and cleaned and ironed and all of that, so to that extent, 

that didn't really change a whole lot. My parents travelled a lot and I can 

remember my mother was in what was the equivalent of Junior League in 

Alexandria in those days, called the Service League, so they did a lot of that 

and they entertained a lot, but I don't remember much of that changing until 

my mother contracted tuberculosis and she was, that's what really kind of 

changed our lives during that time when I was in high school, because she 

was, she had to stay up so many hours and then down so many hours and all 

that kind of stuff and take a lot of medication, that they gave her at that time. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Did they send her away? 

Justice Kimball: No. They didn't, which is really kind of surprising, because everybody 

moved to Arizona when they had tuberculosis, but it was a rare kind of 

tuberculosis, it was about four or five years maybe that she was up and down. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And by up and down, you mean she had to lay down? 

Justice Kimball: She had to lie down so many hours a day and she could be up only so many 

hours a day, so some of the time, when we would used to be seeing her, she 

would be taking us places or things like that, she would be down and she 

couldn't do that, we had, my dad hired somebody to do that for us. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Was there a lot of TB in Alexandria, or is that a kind of unusual thing? 

Justice Kimball: It was pretty rare. At that time, I don't remember there being a lot of other 

conversation about TB and this was a very strange strain, they thought at first 

that she had ovarian cancer, or some sort of, it wasn't like you think the 

regular type of TB in your lung, it was a cervical tuberculosis, I think that's 

what they called it, it was very strange. That may not be the proper name, but 

I think, I mean, that's what they thought that she had ovarian cancer or 

something like that. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: But she was better by the time you graduated from high school? 

Justice Kimball: Yes, she was fine by then. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And then where did you go off to college? 

Justice Kimball: LSU, wh~re else. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell me about your experience at LSU, did all your pals go with you? 

Justice Kimball: Two of them did. I don't know, I loved LSU. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What were you studying while you were there? 



Justice Kimball: I was studying English and as I said, I liked studying, so I could remember 

taking maximum hours they would allow me to take. As a matter of fact, a 

bunch ofus left after my second year at LSU and went to Ole Miss for the 

summer because we could take more hours. Well, back up, when I graduated 

from high school, I went to LSU and took ten hours and the summer before 

I started school, and then I took the maximum hours I could take when I was 

at school. And, then we went to Ole Miss because you could take, you get 15 

hours in two different semesters at Ole Miss as opposed to 10 hours at LSU, 

so a bunch of us went up to Ole Miss in 1964 and literally at that time you 

could go to law school after three years of college and I had enough hours 

after two years of college to be able to go to law school, after two years, but 

the dean would not allow it at that time because he said I was too young to 

start law school, which of course these days, you would sue them, but in 

those days, you just kind of did what they said. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So you always knew you wanted to be a lawyer? 

Justice Kimball: No, not really, I never intended to be a lawyer. I never intended to work. I 

never intended to work at all. I mean, I had never worked, I never cared 

about, thinking about going to work. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: You sure work hard right now for a lady who never thought about working. 



Justice Kimball: I know. I never intended to work and I think when I decided to go to law 

school, a friend of mine had, was going to Texas A&M and I rode with his 

dad to visit him one weekend, just a really good friend. And, his dad started 

talking to me about what I was going to do on the ride over, and he's the one 

who actually said, why don't you go to law school, because I said I don't 

know what I want to do, and he said you could always have that, that would 

be something you would always use no matter what you ever decide to do. 

I thought, you know, that's a good idea. So, I decided to go to law school. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So you were in your sophomore year, then, your second year at LSU? 

Justice Kimball: No, I was in my freshman year. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So, in your freshman year, 

Justice Kimball: Actually, I guess, I'm trying to remember if it wasn't the summer before my 

freshman year, I'm not sure exactly when it was, but I know when I went to 

LSU as a freshman, I had already decided that I was going to law school 

because my freshman adviser, I remember telling them that I was going to go 

to law school and what courses should I take to prepare for it and he surprised 

me by saying, you should study English, not government, not political 

science, but English. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: So you graduated from Bolton in '63, is that right? 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So, by 1964 you were pretty much clear that that was what, the law course 

was the way you wanted to go. So how did your family react to that? 

Justice Kimball: You know, they always raised us to know that whatever we wanted to do, we 

could do. They were fine, if I would have told them that I wanted to be 

nuclear physicist they would have been fine. Ifl said I wanted to be an artist, 

they would be fine. They just, you know, whatever we thought we wanted to 

do, they were fine with that. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And, the whole idea of getting extra hours in, that was to get in law school 

that much quicker, or really was it because you liked the courses? 

Justice Kimball: I just liked school. It's weird, I guess, but, I always liked learning, I guess, 

it was cheap to learn, people just told you things, you know you just sat there, 

just absorbing information. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And, was it always English courses? 

Justice Kimball: Ohno, 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Was it English? Or, was it a variety of things? 

Justice Kimball: No, I always had a variety of things. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So you were not shaping a particular course? 

Justice Kimball: No, no, no, the only reason that I majored in English is because the law 

professor told me that he thought that would be the better thing for me to 

major in if I planned to go to law school. He said, you know, you will need 

to learn to read, and you need to learn to write. But I took all, all kinds of 

courses and Ole Miss, I took geology, I think I even took a class in bait and 

fly casting at Ole Miss, there's really a lot of fun. We learned to flyfish on 

the golf course, with our target being the hole. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: The hole? 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Any particular discipline really strike you as very interesting? I mean, was 

English one of the things that was really interesting or was something else 

more interesting. 



Justice Kimball: No, I liked English, but, you know, I tended then and really even still today, 

to like learning about new scientific things and technological things and that 

type thing. Maybe I would have ended up, you know, with a science degree 

as opposed to an English degree if I hadn't thought the English degree was 

the better one for law school. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And, your currently married to Clyde Kimball? 

Justice Kimball: Yep. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And I assume that you met Mr. Clyde at LSU? 

Justice Kimball: Yep. A blind date at LSU. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell us about that? 

Justice Kimball: I will tell you something that's more interesting before that. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Okay. 



Justice Kimball: At Ole Miss, because it really, I was at Ole Miss in 1964, in the summer, 

which was the time of the COFO murders and when we arrived at Ole Miss, 

they had the second African American student that had ever been to Ole 

Miss, the first of course being James Meredith. The second student and up 

to this day cannot remember if his name was Donald Cleveland or Cleveland 

Donald. I can never remember which is his first and which is his second. He 

was the second student there and I can remember being appalled at the way 

he was treated by so many of the students. The United States Marshall 

Service had him in a dormitory to himself and they were with him and the 

students would stay up at night on the floor above him, he had a one whole 

floor that was devoted to him. They would stay up at night on the floor above 

him and set their clocks to flush toilets all night long, so that he wouldn't be 

able to sleep. They would literally walk across the street if he was walking 

on the sidewalk. I just had never seen anyone treat anyone else like that in 

my life. I remember very distinctly one day when he opened the door for me 

at the cafeteria and I said thank you and I was asked immediately, why are 

you talking to him. I said, excuse me, he opened the door for me, I said thank 

you. It was something I never forgot and when the murders of the COFO 

workers occurred in Philadelphia, it was on the campus like wildfire and I am 

convinced to this day that those students knew exactly who had killed those 

workers. Needless to say, the very next day, their African American student 

was whisked off the campus and I never saw him after that. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Did you ever have any other interaction with him other than the door 

opening? 

Justice Kimball: Of course, I would speak to him when I passed him on the side of the street, 

but I had just never seen people treat other people like that. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What about at LSU, were there black students at LSU. 

Justice Kimball: Not that I recall. There may have been one or two, but not that I recall. 

When I was in law school, I think there was one, well there were two African 

American women a couple years ahead of me, one of course was Burnette 

Johnson, who is now on my court, two years ahead of me in school. There 

were, I don't recall there being any African Americans in my class and then 

of course, shortlythereafter, there was Freddie Pitcher who is now the Dean 

of Southern University Law School and Ralph Tyson who is of course, a 

United States District Judge. There were very few, there weren't very many 

women in law school, much less, you know, African American women or 

minorities of, at all. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How many women were in your law school class? 

Justice Kimball: I want to think seven. I'm not sure. It's five or seven, I'm not sure I can 

remember exactly, but there were very few ofus. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: What year did you graduate from law school? 

Justice Kimball: 1970. Because, although I started in '66 or '67, I think it was '66. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: That would have been in your third year at the university. 

Justice Kimball: Yes, that would be right, because I did not, I didn't get my degree after, 

because I had enough hours to go after the second year, but they wouldn't let 

me, I just took some more hours and then I went after the third year because 

in those days, you didn't have to get an undergraduate degree. But, I met 

Clyde in '66 in December and we decided to get married in January of '67, 

and we did get married in June of '67, so the second semester of my first 

year, we were planning the wedding and all of that, and we got married in 

June, I got pregnant in October. I was deathly ill with that child, so I had to 

drop out that semester and when I came back and they said oh, you can't take 

maximum hours now because you just had a baby and we are not going to let 

you do that and I'm telling you in those days 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Who said that to you? 



Justice Kimball: The dean. Dean Harrison, I will never forget it. I had always maximum 

hours everywhere I went all my life so I was ready to take maximum hours 

again to catch back up to the time and he said, oh no, you just had a baby 

young lady, you know, they didn't have many people having babies in law 

school in those days. So he wouldn't let me do that. So I ended up 

graduating in '70 instead of '69, which would have been the class that I 

would have graduated with had I been allowed to stay full-time. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Okay, so let's back up a little bit because I am interested in the, your decision 

to get married while in law school, just after, I guess you met Clyde when you 

were in law school? 

Justice Kimball: On December I 0, yes and we decided to get married on January 7. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: We had to shut the tape off for a minute, but we are back. Justice Kimball, 

you suggested to me when we were away that there may have been some 

other people who were influential in your life. 

Justice Kimball: Well, my grandmother was a very interesting person. She had come to this 

country from Ireland and got caught up in the war and was not able to go 

back. The first World War, that is. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Your mother's mother? 



Justice Kimball: My mother's mother. My grandfather died when he was 49 and so she, they 

had farmed property and so forth, and he had been a sheriff and they had a 

little store and so she ran it and she ran all the properties and she was a very 

strong woman and at 72 she decided that her school board member wasn't 

doing a very good job and she would run against him and she did and she 

won. And she served until she was 78. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: That was in Alexandria? 

Justice Kimball: Yes, in Alexandria. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So she ran all these businesses. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How long did she run the businesses as a widow? 

Justice Kimball: Oh from, gosh I guess, well from the time, I guess she was 49 when my 

grandfather died, she lived until she was eighty something and she ran the 

farm and everything since then. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And was she daily involved in your life? I mean did you see her a lot? 



Justice Kimball: We saw her a lot because they lived down on the farm, they had horses and 

all of that, cotton and horses and so we loved going out there and I'm sure my 

mother probably was delighted when any of us wanted to go out there, since 

she had five of us. I stayed out there, I stayed out there a lot, on weekends 

and things. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Did you grandmother pass along any advice to you that you think is 

particularly 

Justice Kimball: No, not that I can really remember. I mean, I think it was she just took 

everything that came her way and handled it and did what needed to be done 

and moved on. I guess by observation more than anything else. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So you had an uncle who was in politics, that's your mother's brother? 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And your grandmother was a little bit in politics, who else in your family was 

in politics? 

Justice Kimball: My grandfather. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Your grandfather, who had been sheriff, as well? 



Justice Kimball: Right, until he died. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So he had all the family businesses and was sheriff. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. I guess that means I come from a long line of multi-taskers, doesn't it? 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Well we certainly see evidence from you as well. Tell us a little bit what it 

was like, I don't want to necessarily belabor the experience of being married 

merely as much as the experience of being married and in law school and 

deciding to have a child in law school and those kinds of things. Tell us what 

that was like. 

Justice Kimball: Well, I'm not sure that we really decided, you know, I think our thought 

process was that we would not have children while I was in law school. My 

husband had started law school as well and hated it, every minute of it, so we 

were not planning on having any children until we got out oflaw school and 

that was in the advent of the birth control pills, which I could not take, 

because they gave me headaches and of course, when I quit, we found that we 

were going to have this baby while I was in law school. So, you know, I had 

to drop out that first semester in the fall because I was deathly ill with my 

son. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: That was your first semester of your second year? 



Justice Kimball: 

Justice Kimball: 

Yes, the first semester of my second year. 

I met Clyde the second semester of my first year and that's when we got 

married at the end of my first year and this was the second semester, I mean 

first semester of my second year that I was so ill. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Had Clyde already dropped out at that point. 

Justice Kimball: No, he was going, he was starting the first year when I was starting my 

second year and when I got pregnant in October, October ofmy second year, 

October of his first year and he said, you know, one of us has to make a 

living, so he dropped out and went to work because he didn't like law school, 

he didn't like it at all. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: You all were living on the campus at the time? 

Justice Kimball: No, we were living right off campus. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: In an apartment? 

Justice Kimball: In an apartment, yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And, what did he go to work doing? 



Justice Kimball: He had been a probation parole officer previously, so he went back to that 

and he was very happy to be out of law school because he really didn't like 

it. We were also managing the apartment complex we lived in. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So, you sat out for 

Justice Kimball: J~st that little bit, I mean I stayed as long as I could, you know, and it was 

probably December that I couldn't stay any longer because I was so sick, I 

would sit in a class and I would have to leave, I was sick all day, you know, 

I threw up all day long, pretty much. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: When was the baby born? 

Justice Kimball: He was born in June. The next June. I'm sorry, the next July. What am I 

thinking, on Clyde's birthday. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How wonderful. 

Justice Kimball: Yes, on his 26th birthday. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So then were you in Baton Rouge the whole time or did you go back to 

Alexandria? 



Justice Kimball: No, no, no, we were in Baton Rouge because I was still going back to law 

school, which I did and then the next year, I got pregnant again. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: In the next year, during the school year? 

Justice Kimball: Yes. So, I had two children during law school. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: I take it you were less sick for the second? 

Justice Kimball: No, I was not nearly as sick for the second. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell me how you managed all that. 

Justice Kimball: I don't know that I remember it very well. It's pretty much a blur to me, we 

were managing an apartment complex which a friend of ours had managed 

and then when he graduated, he was from Alexandria, he knew us, and he 

asked if we thought we might like that job and of course, that was like manna 

from heaven, because we had no money. My parents paid for me to go to 

school. They bought my books and I probably should not say this for any 

kind of history project anywhere, but it is the absolute truth, when it came to 

be Mardi Gras, we sold my books and went to Mardi Gras, every year, so I 

never had a book, after February or March, which is not something that 

probably I ought to say, 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: That is such a Louisiana thing 

Justice Kimball: But it's true, you know. We had a wonderful time, you know, but I never had 

books after Mardi Gras any given year, 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Who helped you with the children? 

Justice Kimball: We had, there was another law student who's wife took care of our children 

and I think one other child, so every morning I would take my two children 

to her house and pick up her husband and bring him to school with me. She 

did that the whole time we were in school. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Had Clyde continued to work as a parole officer? 

Justice Kimball: Yes. So of course, we had no money, needless to say. We managed those 

apartments which really, you know, helped a lot because we didn't have to 

pay rent. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Oh, absolutely. Yes. So that probably takes us up to your graduation from 

law school. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: You had two children at that point? 

Justice Kimball: I had two children at that time. I had no intention of ever going to work. 

Clyde at that time, we were going to move back to Alexandria and he was 

going to work for my dad in the insurance business. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Is Clyde from Alexandria? 

Justice Kimball: No. He's from New Roads and so we moved back there and I still had no 

intentions of working, I had my two babies and since we had no money and 

we had to pay for a house note and all those other things, we decided that, 

well we didn't decide it really so much for the money. After about two 

months when I had no help and nobody to help me with the children and 

realized that, making beds and washing dishes and washing clothes and doing 

those things was nothing that I cared anything at all about, I decided that I 

would rather go to work and make some money and pay somebody else to do 

the dishes, and whatever, so in 1970 I think it was they had just appointed a 

new federal judge in Alexandria, so I went down to apply as a law clerk and 

he hired me and so I went to work there. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And somebody came into your house? 



Justice Kimball: Yes, I had somebody to come and do the cleaning and the washing and all of 

that, that I really did not care at all about doing. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What about your children? How old were they then? 

Justice Kimball: They were, let's see one was born in '68 and one in '69. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So a year or two, there just a year apart, I forgot about that. 

Justice Kimball: They are I 7 months apart. Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Did you, a lot of time we hear these days that people have qualms about 

leaving their children to go off to work. Was that a concern for you? 

Justice Kimball: Well, I guess the answer is yes and no. I felt like I was obviously a terrible 

mother because I wanted to go to work instead of stay in the house with my 

children. I thought something was terribly wrong with me, you know, 

because I should want to stay in the house with my children and take care of 

my house and whatever, and I didn't. I did not want to do that. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Did other people think that about you? Was it the talk of the town or 

anything? 



Justice Kimball: Oh, I don't know if it was the talk of the town, but I didn't really know 

anyone else, any female professionals at that time, there really was nobody 

in our social group where there was any female, working female, whether 

female professional or not, there was just no working females, everybody else 

stayed home and took care of their children and enjoyed talking about diapers 

and bottles and things like that and I really did not, so one probably thought 

there must be something terribly wrong with me. But I loved working, I 

enjoyed working, 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How did Clyde take the idea? 

Justice Kimball: He was ok with it, he was fine with it. I think I probably was a lot more 

patient with the children when I wasn't with them all day everyday, I mean, 

you know, I guess one and two. I just wasn't, it wasn't my cup of tea, to sit 

home and do all that kind of stuff and change diapers and do all that. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So, when you marched in to Judge Scott's office 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: It was a brand new appointment, right? 

Justice Kimball: It was a brand new appointment, he had just been appointed. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell me how that worked. Tell me what happened there. 

Justice Kimball: 

Justice Kimball: 

Well, I just went in and told him that you know, I had graduated from law 

school and had decided, you know, to go to work and I knew that he would 

probably need to hire a law clerk and I was applying for the job, so we talked 

for about an hour or two or whatever and he said ok. He hired me and then 

he hired another clerk, male clerk, because in those days, it's really funny, he 

sat in Alexandria and in Opelousas, and when he went to sit in Opelousas, he 

would stay overnight and I mean, in those days, there was no way that I was 

going to spend the night with this male judge in Opelousas, it just would not 

have happened, it was not an appropriate thing for a young female law clerk 

and a male judge to spend the night in the same town for court, so he hired 

a male law clerk so that when they went to Opelousas, the male law clerk 

always travelled with him to Opelousas, so I never attended court in 

Opelousas with him. 

He knew my family and I knew his family. I mean, you know, his family had 

been in Alexandria forever and mine had too, so it wasn't like it was a total 

stranger, he knew, he didn't know me specifically, maybe, or maybe he 

remembered, I was in school with his children, Norman Scott, Jr. and Jack 

Scott, being two of them, Norman was in my class. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: And, so you just kind of walked in, didn't do the whole application thing or 

any of that? 

Justice Kimball: Nope. Nope. Filed no application. It's the only time I ever asked for a job 

in my life, other than an elected one. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How long were you in that position? 

Justice Kimball: I want to think about a year, maybe a little less than a year. I got a call from, 

by that time we had kind of decided that, Clyde being from south Louisiana 

and Alexandria being so very, very different, he really wanted to move back 

south. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: He was working for your daddy? 

Justice Kimball: He was working for my dad and he travelled a lot, you know, and he was 

handling the Sheriff's Association insurance account, so he went to all the 

different sheriffs offices all over the state, but we realized that, you know, 

Alexandria, well he in particular, it's a different culture from the culture he 

grew up in New Roads and he really wanted to move back and by that time 

I got a call from the attorney general's office telling me that they were going 

to form a criminal division in the attorney general's office for the first time 

and asking if I would be interested in coming to work there. 
t 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: And now, I would expect that it is a little unusual to have women lawyers in 

what we are talking about 1971 or so? 

Justice Kimball: Yep. Very unusual. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Do you know how you came to their attention? 

Justice Kimball: I do not know. To this day, I do not know how that ever happened, why they 

called and offered me that job, I do not know. Although during that time 

period there really was a, I hate to say the word tokenism, but it really was 

that, I mean, people, you know, it was not that long after the civil rights act 

and people were looking to hire women and minorities and you know, 

everybody was looking to hire one, and there weren't that many of us to go 

around, so that's my assumption, but, you know, that the attorney general 

probably thought he should have a female lawyer, I still don't know, to this 

day, how or why they ever called me. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So then you packed the family up, you and the two boys and Clyde 

Justice Kimball: Yep. It's a boy and girl and I was pregnant by that time with the third. Yes, 

which I told him, you know there is one thing, l will have to take a little time 

off, you know, because I am going to have this baby in October. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: So you pack yourselves up and moved? 

Justice Kimball: We came back to Baton Rouge for me to go to work at the attorney general's 

office and he stayed, it didn't matter where he lived because he travelled. 

You know, he travelled around the state, he could be based anywhere. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So Clyde continued to work for your dad? 

Justice Kimball: Yes, for a while. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And you went to Baton Rouge rather than New Roads at that point. Tell me 

what you did for the attorney general's office. 



Justice Kimball: Well, I supervised the law clerks, interestingly enough, some of whom were 

Freddie Pitcher, who is now the dean at Southern University Law School, 

Richard Ieyoub who was the attorney general later, Ralph Tyson, who of 

course is a federal district judge, you know, there were awful lot of people 

that I met in that position that have remained friends of mine throughout all 

of these years and then that attorney general was defeated and Billy Guste 

came in as the attorney general and of course, everybody was a nervous 

wreck on who was going to stay and who was not going to stay and he 

decided that he needed to have a female lawyer, I think I was the only one at 

that time in the office, there may have been one other lady who was much, 

much older, to work on construction contracts. So, I was in charge of 

investigating construction fraud allegations at Pete's Palace, as we called it 

then, LSU basketball, whatever you call it 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Arena 

Justice Kimball: Arena, thank you, I couldn't think of the word and also there were some 

allegations of construction fraud in the Department of Education building and 

so I spent a little while until I was a little large for that, because I was 

pregnant, crawling around in air conditioning duct work and climbing up in 

buildings and so forth and so on investigating contract fraud for the attorney 

general's office. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Now, I'm going to stop the tape here because we are running out of space and 

move on to the next one. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: This is Marta Schnabel and I am here again with Justice Kimball and today 

is July 27, 2009. We have been speaking for about an hour. We stopped, I 

believe with the Justice telling us that she did construction fraud investigation 

for the attorney general's office in probably the 1972-1973. 

Justice Kimball: No, I think it was earlier than that. I think it was 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: '71? 

Justice Kimball: I think it was around in '71. Of course, we did a lot of other things having to 

do with some legislation thing and supervise law clerks and things of that 

nature and then drafting AG opinions. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell me what, did you encounter anything that felt that it was unique or 

different because you were a woman at the time? 



Justice Kimball: Well, I guess to the extent that I was climbing up inside ofbuildings and so 

forth, and again in those days, when I was at LSU you were required to wear 

skirts. Women were not allowed to wear pants at all and so to the extent that 

I was running around these construction sites with architects, and engineers 

and climbing in duct work and looking at, you know, the types of duct work 

and so forth and so on that were going on, that was a little bit different. I did 

a little work trying to help out with the consumer fraud section when they 

started out as well. Most of the men in the attorney general's criminal 

. division were assigned to Jefferson Parish to be taught prosecution by the 

district attorney in Jefferson Parish at that time. I was not allowed to go to 

the training. I say I wasn't allowed, I suppose I could have gone with them, 

had I really insisted on doing it, but I didn't because I, of course, was about 

to have another baby. They stayed down there, you know, they all moved 

into an apartment and lived in Jefferson Parish, and you know, went to work 

and went to court everyday in Jefferson Parish, which I really didn't get to do 

because I had my babies at home and I was about to have another one. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: At that point, the attorney general's office was not regularly involved in 

criminal prosecution? 

Justice Kimball: No. Not at all. There was no criminal division until then. I think it was in 

1971 or 2 that the first criminal division was found. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: I didn't realize that. What had the attorney general being doing? 

Justice Kimball: Just civil. There had been no criminal. The attorney general, about that time, 

well in '74, I guess when the new constitution came in, there developed a 

little bit of tension between the attorney general and the district attorneys over 

what was the state's role in criminal prosecutions would be what the attorney 

general was going to do. The district attorney's office did not want the 

attorney general coming in and you know, being "over them" so to speak, so 

they kind of straightened out the scope of the attorney general's authority in 

the '74 constitution. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So when you were investigating the fraud, you were still doing it within the 

framework of the criminal section. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: I got it. What about how you were treated by other professionals, was any of 

that different? What about social settings, did anyone think, there's Kitty 

Kimball and she's that girl who works? 

Justice Kimball: No, I didn't really at that particular time because we still were living in Baton 

Rouge, and you know, I think that when that kind of thing really was most 

prominent was later when I moved to New Roads, which was, of course, 

much smaller. Baton Rouge, I mean, I don't know that I would say it was 

cosmopolitan, but it was certainly more cosmopolitan than Alexandria or 

New Roads in the sense that there were a lot more working women and 

professional-type jobs by that time in Baton Rouge than there were in some 

of these other places. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell me about your experiences with your colleagues or with the other 

professionals like the architects and engineers that you worked with 

Justice Kimball: You know, either I was just totally pollyanna about the whole thing or, you 

know, I have been told over the years that I tend to be intimidating and you 

know, maybe that's why, but I just really never experienced anything like 

that. Now there was a time when one of the people in the criminal division, 

you know, when the secretaries were at lunch, you would have me to answer 

the phones and that kind of thing, but that didn't last very long. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: I assume you didn't allow it to last very long. 

Justice Kimball: No, no. That was not anything that was in my DNA. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How about at that stage, you had two youngsters, a boy and a girl at home, 

you were working full-time as a lawyer, you were pregnant, tell me about the 

juggling job and home, especially with Clyde travelling a lot. 



Justice Kimball: The juggling, at that time, I didn't find the juggling too difficult. However, 

when we moved to, from one house to another, and it was, I'm trying to 

remember, I know the year, the time it was in May of 1971, so I guess maybe, 

maybe, it was just when we were moving back, you know, over the years 

sometimes, the chronology gets a little bit changed, but I remember that date, 

I remember it very well. We discovered that Clyde had cancer, so I had two 

children and I was pregnant with the third and this was before Billy Guste 

came, so I am backing up a little bit, because Jack Gremillion was still the 

attorney general at that time and we discovered that Clyde had cancer. He 

had his surgery in Baton Rouge. He has three uncles who were doctors, so 

they recommended that he go to M.D. Anderson in Houston, and so we went 

to M.D. Anderson. His sisters took care of my two children, and the attorney 

general, who I will never forget in a million years, said, you go, you be with 

your husband, take whatever it takes, don't worry about the office, if we have 

to mail your check to M.D. Anderson, we will mail your check to M.D. 

Anderson, but just go and take care of your husband. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And you had only been working there what about a year? 

Justice Kimball: Not very long, yes, not very long. Maybe not even that long, actually. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What kind of cancer? 



Justice Kimball: Testicular. He had surgery in Houston and I guess for the next five years that 

kind of took over our life. For a year, he couldn't work at all. He had to stay 

in, so I was the only bread winner at that point in time. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And his sisters were in Baton Rouge with the kids or did they have to go 

Justice Kimball: No, one was in Lafayette and one was in New Roads. So, we would take the 

children, either drop one off in Lafayette or drop one in New Roads, or 

whatever, and we had to go back and forth all the time to Houston and his 

parents lived in New Roads, as well. So, my children, at a very young age, 

now the third one, I was still pregnant with the third one, so that one came 

with me. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: More convenient that way. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. It really was. The first two, you know, we would pass around from my 

parents, their parents, sisters, whoever, whenever we had to go to Houston, 

which was every three months for two years, every six months for three years, 

until we hit that five year mark. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How long were you in Houston with the first go round? 



Justice Kimball: Probably about two or three weeks, you know, we came back and forth so 

often right at first. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: His recovery took about a year? 

Justice Kimball: It was about a year that he stayed home which, you know, during that time of 

course I had the other child and she 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: You know what, we should name these children. 

Justice Kimball: This is Lyria. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Lyria is your third. 



Justice Kimball: Yes. Kevin was the first. Catherine was the second. So, Lyria as a 

consequence was very, very, very close to her dad because her dad was the 

one who was at home with her for the first years of her life, everyday, 

because he was sick. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel:. So, how close to when she was born did Clyde have his surgery? 

Justice Kimball: I was still pregnant. I was pregnant with her when he had the first surgery in 

Baton Rouge in May, the second surgery in Baton Rouge in June of 1971. 

She was born in October of 1971. That was a fuzzy time. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Absolutely. On the work front, you stayed at the Attorney General's Office 

until 1973 right? 

Justice Kimball: Yes and then I was offered the job as, what they called court specialist at the 

Law Enforcement Commission. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell us what the Law Enforcement Commission is. 



Justice Kimball: It's a, an organization, in those days, it was a much stronger organization than 

it is now because the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration was 

funded considerably by the federal government to help law enforcement. 

They had the different areas of grants that they gave out to the states and the 

grants were for courts, cops, collections and juveniles, I think they are the 

four areas. So, they offered me the job as a court specialist, which meant that 

I worked on trying to secure grants for district attorneys and judges and court 

related type things in connection with the guidelines that were set forth by the 

Federal Law Enforcement Assistance Administration. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So that was sort of moving away from the actual practice of law and more 

into foundation work. 

Justice Kimball: Yep. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: When you were with the Attorney General's Office were you involved in the 

trial of cases? 



Justice Kimball: Not really. Not, you know, I was just developing them because the trial, the 

trials, the people that actually did the trials were the ones that had come to 

Jefferson for the training and the prosecutorial thing. I did go to some of the 

prosecutorial training. The relationship with the district attorney's office that 

allowed the prosecutions with Jefferson was John Mamoulides. That may 

have been how I went to the Law Enforcement Commission because he was 

the Chairman of that group at the time, so he may have been the connection. 

I don't remember now what the connection was, but, I was offered that job. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Did it feel like it was purposeful that you weren't involved in the actual 

courtroom work? Was courtroom work what you wanted to do? 

Justice Kimball: No. Not really because I had, you know, of course I had a husband with 

cancer and two children and another about to be born, so, you know, if they 

had come to me and said we want you to move to Jefferson Parish for three 

months to learn this, I would have said I can't. So, it never was really, you 

know, I don't know that anybody thought gee this is a female so we're not 

going to let her do this, it was just the question of the circumstances at the 

time, you know, that Clyde was home with cancer and I had two babies and 

another one on the way and if they wanted me to do it, I couldn't have done 

it, nor did I want to, because I had to be home. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: And the move to the Law Enforcement Commission was because? 

Justice Kimball: It was more money. You know, they offered me, you know, I think, I don't 

know two or three hundred dollars a month more at that time, which we 

needed, you know, since I was the only breadwinner in the family. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Sure, so you were there a while, 1973 to 1981. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. Is that right, '81. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: It says '81 on your bio. But it's weird, because you started private practice 

in 1975. 

Justice Kimball: I don't think that's right. I think I left full time work for the Commission in 

1975. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: It says your started private practice in '75, so I assume you did some part

time work. 



Justice Kimball: Yes. Well what happened, you know, I liked going to school, I also liked 

working, so what happened at the Law Enforcement Commission I had so 

many hours because I never took days off. I have never learned about this 

vacation thing. And, I had so many hours of leave built up, that when I 

started my private practice I still could work a couple of days and take leave 

two or three days, you know, during the beginning of the practice, because I 

had so many hours to use up. But I don't think I stayed until 1981. That is 

an error on my bio. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So what made you decide to make the switch into private practice in '75? 

Justice Kimball: That is when Clyde decided that he wanted to run for the legislature. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Had he been working back for your dad? 

Justice Kimball: No. He went, you know, obviously for over a year when he couldn't work 

they had to get somebody else that could handle those accounts and my dad, 

his business had changed, transformed a little bit by that time as well and so 

he went back to work at the Dept. of Probation & Parole. 



Justice Kimball: No, that can't be right, he must have gone back before that, because he was 

out of any kind of gainful employment for about a year maybe a little bit 

more than a year and then of course we still were going every three months 

to Houston. So there were several years in there I guess that he had gone 

back to Probation & Parole. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: But in '75 he decided to run 

Justice Kimball: In '75, he wanted to run for the legislature, he had always wanted ~o do it and 

he wanted to move back to New Roads, so that he could, you know, stay there 

a year in '75 to run for the legislature in 1 ~76 and he really is the one that 

encouraged me to go into private practice, I wasn't, I mean I was perfectly 

happy where I was. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Would you have been able to do the commute to the Law Enforcement 

Commission from New Roads? 



Justice Kimball: Yes, I did it for a little while, you know, some of the days, but there was a lot 

of travel involved in that job as well and you know, a lot of out of state travel 

and so, you know, he was ready for me to be at home more, poor thing, he 

always ready for me to be at home. You know, the kids were small and I 

could have done it but I really wasn't, I really didn't want to be in Baton 

Rouge with the children in New Roads. As it turned out the lady who kept 

the children for me at our house in Baton Rouge, when I told her that we were 

going to move to New Roads she said if you would like, I will come, if you 

will pick me up on Monday, I will just stay at your home until Friday and you 

can take me home on Friday. So we ended up with this live-in lady who 

came to live with us and took care of the children which was wonderful. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: In New Roads? 

Justice Kimball: Yes. She stayed with us in New Roads. We had a little thing on the side of 

the house that we moved to in New Roads and she stayed with us during the 

week in New Roads which was great because, you know, I didn't have to 

worry about making sure I was home at a certain time or anything like that 

and the children's routines never changed. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And this was while you were still commuting back to the Law Enforcement 

Commission? 



Justice Kimball: Yes. At first, I was still at the Law Enforcement Commission. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And then after you set up a practice? 

Justice Kimball: And when I went into private practice she stayed for quite a while after that 

until the children got old enough where we really didn't need somebody in 

the house all the time. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How was the transition from, as you say a more "cosmopolitan" area like 

Baton Rouge to New Roads for you? 



Justice Kimball: I really did not want to move to New Roads. I liked being in the big city, if 

you want to call that a Baton Rouge a big city, but it was compared to New 

Roads. New Roads was like 4 to 6,000 people and I really did not want to do 

that at all, I was concerned about the educational system, I was concerned, I 

just didn't want, you know, I just didn't want to do that, but he finally 

convinced me that there were many lawyers, doctors and other people of 

quality education that came from there, which is true, and he really, really 

wanted to run for the legislature. So reluctantly, I moved. I think it was very 

different. I mean, there was no one that I knew, other than maybe there was 

a teacher or two, you know, but there were really no other professional 

women that I can recall in New Roads at that time. There was a little club, 

mother's club it was called which was kind of a service league, junior league 

type thing on a really much smaller version and I felt like they really didn't 

appreciate the different demands on my time versus theirs. I was expected, 

I was president of that organization at one point, and even as a member ofit, 

you know, everybody thought, you know, you just do all these things and you 

go to all these meetings and you have all these things and there was no 

recognition, at least in my mind, that my life was different, you know, and 

that those things really just didn't fit well with my time. If a meeting was at 

12:00, then you were expected to be there at 12:00. Well I mean, ifl was in 

court at 12:00, you know, I couldn't say excuse me, I have to go to a meeting, 

a lunch meeting. I just never really felt like there was an understanding of 

that by most of the people that I knew. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: And did you ever consider just not participating in things like that? 

Justice Kimball: No. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Why not? 

Justice Kimball: Not really because at least in our group of social friends that was the 

organization, I mean they would do things together with the families and 

children and you know, so ifl had not participated in that, then it would have 

been a social consequence for my children. I don't mean that they would be 

shunned or anything, but you know, that was kind of the social network, you 

know, where they had the picnics and all of these different things, you know, 

that were family oriented for the children. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So you pursued your career in addition to doing all the things that were 

expected of you traditionally as a wife and mother. 



Justice Kimball: 

Justice Kimball: 

Correct. Right. And understand at that time, and really all through that time, 

I still had this guilt. I wondered whether I should be doing all these things all 

day long with my children like these other people. I was overcompensating 

for those feelings. I thought, "there must be something wrong with me 

because I am enjoying working when all these other people are home with 

their families." To the extent that, you know, I would get up at 4:00 in the 

morning to make cookies for my children before I went to work because, my 

goodness, they couldn't come home from school and not have cookies that 

were homemade. I know I told you this story before, but my daughter, my 

youngest daughter, Lyria, broke me of the habit when she came in one day 

and said mom why can't we have cookies in the bag like everybody else. 

You know, I think that was my first breakthrough. I mean, I would just 

totally go overboard. On the weekends, I would take them and their friends, 

I would go shopping, take them shopping, take them to the movies, I mean 

I totally overcompensated with them and to assuage my guilt because my 

gosh, I was working and nobody else was working everybody else was at 

home being a good mom to their children while I was not being a good mom 

to my children. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Do you think that guilt is derived from anyone else feeling like you were not 

performing properly, did Clyde think that, your parents? 



Justice Kimball: No. I think it was just me. Much to my surprise, many years later, several of 

my friends shocked me by saying that their children thought I was just the 

most special mom of anybody because I would take them to the mall on 

Saturday and none of their mothers would take them to the mall on Saturday, 

you know, and they would come by our house and I would set tables for them 

with grape juice and wine glasses and you know, I mean I went to all these 

extremes to make my children feel like, you know, they were specially cared 

about on the weekends. I found out much later that the other moms thought 

that was pretty amazing. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Sounds pretty exhausting. 

Justice Kimball: Well, I never have slept a whole lot. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Laughter. Were you conscious of it as a burden or did it feel right to you to 

do? 

Justice Kimball: Oh no, no, no, I never felt like it was a burden. I mean I never thought, oh 

look at me, look I'm having to do these different things. I never really, I 

never have a recollection of ever feeling like that but it was more of I really 

need to do this for my children so that they won't think they have the worst 

mother in the world. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: And you felt like your career was for you? 

Justice Kimball: For me. Right. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Was there ever a point at which you thought okay, I'm just going to give up 

on this career thing because it's too much? 

Justice Kimball: No because I think early on recognized in myself that staying home, you 

know, I mean I have no talents with regard to crafting things and painting and 

gardening and all of those other kinds of things that you would do if you were 

home all day long, I mean, I'm a good cook, but that's about it, you know, 

you can only cook so much. But I think, you know, at first my sense was that 

this was an abnormality, you know, that I was not a normal mother that I 

should want to stay home with my children and at first that was a big guilt 

burden and then you know, as I got much older and as my children got older 

and as I realized that my children were fine, they weren't strange children, 

any different than any other children and I finally realized as I met and got to 

friends in different contexts with more and more professional people that I 

wasn't alone in this thought, that there were an awful lot of people who really 

enjoyed having a career and really were not happy staying home washing 

clothes and cleaning and, not that there is anything wrong with that, but it just 

wasn't something that I liked. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Did you ever have, did Clyde ever suggest to you that that wasn't the way you 

should go, or has he always been supportive? 

Justice Kimball: No, never. He was always supportive of anything that I wanted to do. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Was there a family discussion about whether you would work outside the 

home, or was it just taken for granted? 

Justice Kimball: Not really ever any, you know, I guess the we must have had some discussion 

about it when I first went to work, but after that I mean, I always enjoyed 

everything that I did, I mean, you know, he's the one who kind of encouraged 

me to move from one spot to the other because I always thoroughly enjoyed 

wherever I was at the time as long as I was working. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: You know what I am going to stop the tape now because are at a good 

stopping point because we will launch into your private practice the next time 

we meet. 



SESSION TWO 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: This is Marta Schnabel and it is the 27th of October, 2009. I am sitting with 

Justice Catherine Kimball and we're about to start our second session of her 

oral history. Justice Kimball, we left off when we were last together 

discussing your change from being in public interest practice to private 

practice. That is to say that first you were with the Attorney General's office 

and then you moved to the Criminal Justice Commission. We stopped as you 

were describing living in New Roads and launching a private practice. We 

can go back to talking about that in a moment, but when we were not 

speaking on tape, you suggested to me that you had some further recollections 

from your childhood and thought we might revisit that at this point. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. Because I had totally forgotten my childhood basically. That is, there 

is a book that was written called The Ya Ya Sisterhood, and that is what we 

did in the summer. My family was not of the generation of the Ya Ya's, 

although we knew the families who were the Ya Ya's. In the summer, all of 

the families in our social group would go out to his place called Magnolia 

Woods, and they had camps out there and we would all stay out there all 

summer. The dads would come in on the weekends, they would work during 

the week and come in on the weekends because in those days, you know, at 

least in Alexandria where I grew up we didn't have any, any mothers that 

worked, they all stayed at home with the children. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: So how far away was Magnolia Woods? 

Justice Kimball: Gosh, looking back, it's probably less than 20 miles, wasn't far at all, you 

know, but there was a big old lake there and all the kids played out in the 

woods, it was a real wooded area and we just would stay out there for the 

most of the summer. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And was this a lodge or a hotel or did everyone have their on place? 

Justice Kimball: No, everybody had their own little camps. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So your family went and then the families that you were friends with. 

Justice Kimball: Yes, we all had camps in the same place and everybody stayed out there in 

the summer. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: You know the rumor is that you were in fact one of those families with the 

Ya Ya Sisterhood, is that not true? 

Justice Kimball: Not true, although the one of the Ya Ya's, the one who actually was the 

mother in the movie and the book was a friend of my parents. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: We are talking about the Rebecca Wells book 



Justice Kimball: Correct. Rebecca Wells was, of course, from Alexandria. I used to babysit 

for her a time or two, if I remember correctly, I'm not sure I'm right about 

that, but I think, I think maybe we did. The mother in the book, Sydney's 

brother was my parents' really good friend, so my parents were just a little bit 

older than that next group down who were the Ya Y as. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So you were a little bit older than Rebecca? 

Justice Kimball: Yes, yes, I don't remember how old Becky was but she's younger than I. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And so, your dad would stay in town, or stay in Alexandria and work and you 

would, you and your family would go out to the lake every summer. 

Justice Kimball: Yes, sometimes he would drive out at night, but a lot of times he would stay 

at the house, but I mean it was great because we would try to catch rabbits out 

in the woods, they had this pool, I guess you would call it a pool, it was more 

of a lake that had boundaries around it, you know, like wooden kind of things 

and it was ice cold water, we would swim. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How did it get to be ice cold water, I've been to Alexandria in the middle of 

the summer. 

Justice Kimball: I don't know, but it was ice cold water. Really cold, I don't know. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: And how long did you do that? Did you do that until you were a teenager? 

Justice Kimball: I think probably so. That's my recollection, like I said, it's been so long ago 

it's kind of hard to remember. I can remember, you know, all of my friends 

families being out there too and we just had a great time. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Anything else from your childhood that's come back to you? 

Justice Kimball: Probably only that I am recalling, after thinking about it, because I haven't 

even thought about it much, it's been a long time, of course, and I can recall, 

thinking back on it that my competitive nature showed itself very early in 

such things as how many magazine subscriptions could you sell and how 

many this that and the other, I always had to be the top seller, or try to be the 

top seller. I guess competitiveness was a talent, or a trait I guess I should say, 

not really a talent. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Was that true in academics, as well? 

Justice Kimball: I don't know if it was as competitive because a lot of it was kind of boring, 

I thought, you know, at one point they were going to skip me some grades, 

or I may have skipped some grades and then my mom and dad decided they 

didn't really want me to skip grades and so I never really, I never really was 

that interested in all that, it always kind of boring to me. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: What about sports? 

Justice Kimball: Oh yes, every sport there was. Basketball, kickball as we had it back then, 

softball, every female sport that was allowed, I did. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Did you feel like there were limitations on the kind of sports you wanted to 

do because you were a girl? 

Justice Kimball: I never really wanted to play football. And that was about all that the boys 

did that we didn't do. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And was your family involved in going to sporting events with you? 

Justice Kimball: You know, I don't even know that I remember, I'm sure they did. I ran track, 

threw the javelin, I did everythlng that there was out there to do. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And they were encouraging of all of that? 

Justice Kimball: Oh yes. See, my mother, I had four little brothers at the time, so I don't 

remember, I mean I'm sure they came, I just don't remember that much about 

that, I just remember the competitive part. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And you were a blue ribbon girl? 



Justice Kimball: Yes. Absolutely. Lots of blue ribbons. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Not a surprise at all. Alright, let's fast forward then to around 1975 when we 

stopped talking the last time, I will just remind you that you talked a little bit 

about the fact that Clyde wanted to move back to New Roads so that he could 

run for the legislature and you were a little plus minus on that but you were 

a good sport and decided okay, the family would move to New Roads, and 

you would start a private practice. 

Justice Kimball: Basically, I probably always had beeri a bit of a workaholic so I had so many 

hours at the Law Enforcement Commission in comp time for all of the extra 

hours that I worked that I had enough hours for the first year of my practice 

to take off three days a week, which was great because I started the practice 

on my own in a small town. Clyde, I guess at that time either had or was 

getting ready to run for the legislature, but we had three children and no 

money, so it was helpful to be able to just continue my salary for either a year 

or almost two years by taking off two or three days a week. All I had to do 

really was to pay for my law books at that time since there were obviously no 

computers and my secretary and the rest, I really didn't have much overhead, 

I had rent, of course, but I didn't really have any major overhead, I didn't 

have to totally support myself. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: So tell me how that worked? You sort of marched into downtown New 

Roads and said I'll take that office and you put a sign up. 

Justice Kimball: Yes, that's about it. I remember very well going to the bank with my 

husband. I had gone by the bank alone before that for a credit application and 

I remember going to sit down with the president of the bank, telling him that 

I wanted to borrow $3,600 to buy a library, so that tells you how long ago it 

was. And he said well, we will have to get your husband to, you know, sign 

this note. I said, excuse me, are you not aware of the law that just passed, my 

husband does not have to sign a note for me to borrow for my law office. He 

said, he was very disturbed by that, and he said, no, no, no, he doesn't have 

to sign anything. Of course, we didn't really care, but it was just the point. 

I remember that very well. He was a little bit nervous in this small town, to 

be told by this man that you know, her husband did not have to sign a note to 

borrow money for her to open a law office. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And so you got your books and you opened up your office, were there other 

lawyers in New Roads at the time? 

Justice Kimball: Probably about five or six, not too many. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Did you know them? 



Justice Kimball: Oh yes. In New Roads, you knew everybody. Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And were you well accepted into the legal community in New Roads? 



Justice Kimball: Yes, strangely enough, I really was. There was one particular lawyer, bless 

his heart, he was an older lawyer, you know, and I was by myself and they 

didn't have all these mentoring things and all the things that they do now, so 

he just kind of ended up being kind of a defacto mentor. Anytime I had 

questions or problems that and it seemed like for some reason every weird 

case that could come off the street ended up in my office, you know, I mean 

I had, I can remember that first year we had three fishermen that were out on 

the lake and, out in the Mississippi River, which is odd, because you're not 

supposed to fishing in the Mississippi River, but nonetheless they were, they 

rented a small boat and they disappeared and so this, the wife came in to have 

her husband declared dead, I mean you see that in the movies, but how many 

times does it happen, so you know, and then she thought maybe that a big 

ship had killed the husband. Anyway, as it turned out, right before, after I 

had done all the research and figured out how we were going to have him 

proven dead, the bodies popped up, but, just weird kinds of ~ases, defective 

grain elevator cases and I mean it's a rural community. So it was anything 

and everything that came in and I really ended up with some weird things and 

so this nice man, I would say have you ever had a case like this, he said, 

never, I've been practicing 40 years, I've never had a case like that. Never 

heard of a case like that. It was interesting. 

Marta~Ann Schnabel: Tell me about the logistics of this though, because I'm really interested. So, 

you are only working three days a week in Baton Rouge. 



Justice Kimball: 

Justice Kimball: 

Right, starting out. About two days a week in Baton Rouge, three days a 

week in New Roads. 

So I would schedule my meeting, I mean schedule appointments and things 

and I could take it off different days. Ifl ended up having something in court 

on a Thursday, then I could go to Baton Rouge on Monday and Tuesday, they 

were very flexible. By that time, I was general counsel to the agency and so 

much of it really didn't have to be on site. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Actually, the logistics I was talking about though is, okay I walk in, I put my 

books on my shelf, I have my secretary, I sit at a desk and then you just wait 

for someone to walk in the door. 

Justice Kimball: Oh yes, but you've got to understand in a small town like that. If you breathe 

funny everybody in town knows it, so there was no secret that this 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: The minute you rented the office people were checking you out? 

Justice Kimball: Absolutely, everybody knew and of course, in small towns, they are going to 

all have something to check out the new lawyer on, plus they had not had any 

female lawyers there at all. So no it wasn't ever really a problem, I think we 

might have sat for a couple of days, maybe a couple of weeks, but that was 

it. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: And you handled a variety of things? 

Justice Kimball: There is something written across my head that says tell me everything. Oh 

my god, yes, I mean everything from, I will never forget a woman who came 

in one day, she was getting a divorce and then she decided she didn't want to 

get a divorce, but she said I am going to give you this letter because I will 

never leave my children and if something happens to me, you open this letter. 

I said, maybe you really ought to get a divorce because it was a domestic 

violence case before anybody really knew what domestic violence things 

were really about. I mean they knew it obviously, but not all the dynamics 

and psychology. And sure enough, she said, no I'm going back to my 

husband, I'm not going to get a divorce. I couldn't talk her out of it. She 

went back to her husband. About three or four months later, her sister called 

me and said that she was missing and that she had told her that if she ever 

went missing to come to me because I had a letter. We got the file and took 

it the district attorney. We couldn't do much with it because it was just 

something she had written, but the letter indicated that her husband had killed 

his first wife in Germany many years before by hitting her in the head with 

a hammer and that she would never leave her children so that if ever she was 

gone that they should investigate. Sure enough, they did and they found her 

body buried behind the levee. Her husband had been military and had buried 

her body in a body bag, buried behind the levee. He is serving life in prison. 

That was a really, really scary one. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: How did you go about figuring out how to charge people? 

Justice Kimball: I never liked doing that. I would ask the other lawyers in town. In those 

days, I think it was something like, I don't know, $75 an hour or $35 an hour, 

I can't remember now, because it was so long ago, there wasn't very much 

money, of course, but things didn't cost what they cost now, either. The 

houses were like $20 or $30,000, which is less than what you pay for a car 

now, but pretty much everybody in town was really helpful. Ifl ever asked 

them anything, all of them, every lawyer was really helpful. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: You felt like you were included in all the professional things that went on in 

town. 



Justice Kimball: Well there really weren't that many professional things. It was kind of a 

strange dichotomy I guess because on one side, it was me and all the men and 

at the same time, the women were the ones putting together group events. 

This was very, probably the only really difficult time that I can remember in 

my career, I suppose, and that is that the women had this thing that was like 

a mini junior league, because it was a small town, it wasn't a junior league, 

it was called mother's club. Of course you wanted to be in the mother's club 

because they did all these things for the kids. The kids always wanted me to 

be there, and it's an invitation thing. I enjoyed the group, and it was all my 

friends and my children's friends mothers. But nobody worked. I was the 

only professional in the group, and there was just no recognition by the others 

that sorry I can't make the luncheon on whatever day because I'm in court or 

gee I can't sit here for an hour and a half and figure out whether we use red 

napkins or yellow napkins because it drives me up the wall. So it was a really 

hard time because it was for my kids. As a mother, I wanted to be a part of 

what other children's mother's were a part of, and it just wasn't an easy thing 

to do. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Did you feel like the women in the community were unpleasant to you? 

Justice Kimball: Ohno. No. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Or, unaccepting of you in any way? 



Justice Kimball: No, no, like I said, this is an invitation only thing so they clearly were 

accepting, it was more like they didn't have any appreciation or 

understanding of the kind of things that I had to do with my day that were so 

different from the kinds of things they had to do with their days. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So it didn't feel like jealously or bad feelings or any of those things? 

Justice Kimball: No, no, no, not that at all. It just wasn't comfortable because there was really 

a level of communication that was missing because there was, I couldn't 

commit to, I mean if I would call at five minutes to twelve and say sorry I 

can't get to the lunch, it was like, what do you mean you call and cancel at 

five minutes to twelve. I mean, I never knew what my schedule was going 

to be when I was working. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Over time did you see women come into the professional roles in New 

Roads? 



Justice Kimball: Probably, yes, actually it's really funny because at that time in that group I 

was the only woman who worked, there may have been someone who was a 

teacher but they really were not able to even be in it because their days really 

were such that they couldn't take off an hour and hour and a half, at all, ever 

and that oddly enough now that same group, like I said it's like a mini junior 

league, it's called New Roads Mother's Club. It's been in existence since the 

1800's and there are 20 women, that's all that's allowed to be in it at any one 

time, and now I think there is only one who doesn't work and now they have 

all the meetings at night, so it's changed, changed quite a bit. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Amazing how it's changed between 1980 or so and now, in that timeframe. 

Justice Kimball: Yes, there has been a huge change, tremendous change. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: We talked a bit last time about how when you were with the attorney general 

and even with your subsequent position, you didn't really have a lot of 

litigation work that you did. 

Justice Kimball: No. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: I assuming that when you launched yourselfin private practice, you ended up 

in court all day. 



Justice Kimball: I did. I did. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What sorts oflitigation were you involved with? 

Justice Kimball: Again, in New Roads everybody did everything, there was no room for 

specialties, so your litigation work happened to be whatever kind of case 

came in, like I said, I remember having, so hard for me to remember, the 

grain elevator manufacturing issues, 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So you would actually investigate? 



Justice Kimball: Oh yes. Climb up in the grain elevator with the farmers. I mean I remember 

I had some cases about the Dept. of Agriculture and .the allocation of the 

sugar payments that we had to try. Actually in the Dept. of Agriculture 

hearings in the Dept. of Agriculture in Washington, D.C., which is kind of 

interesting because my client had never been out of Pointe Coupee Parish 

before. He was just a sugar farmer and wasn't paid correctly after one of the 

Sugar Acts, I don't remember that's been so long, and clearly was entitled to 

substantially more money than he was being paid by the sugarmill. I had to 

take him to D.C., and he had never been on an airplane, never been out of 

Pointe Coupee, it was really quite a trip. I was having to go behind him to tip 

the taxi drivers and he just didn't really have any idea, bless his heart. From 

that, I represented a major railroad who was building the largest, at that time, 

the largest hump rail yard in the country was going in my parish and so that 

was 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Hump? 

Justice Kimball: Hump. It's a hump yard, it's a train yard. The trains go over this hump, it's 

called a hump yard. It sound funny, I guess. So it was all kind of things, 

there was all kinds of variety in a small town and of course family matter as 

well. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Did you do anything about marketing in terms of the business? 



Justice Kimball: No, no there was no such thing as marketing back then. Lawyers didn't 

advertise and there really wasn't, it was just word of mouth. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So somebody knocked on your door and said hi, I'm from the railroad. 

Justice Kimball: Well actually kind of. Somebody had contacted somebody else that they 

knew another lawyer in another place and they recommended in Pointe 

Coupee to come to me. I chartered a bank while we there, represented a 

nursing home, cable TV coming into the area, those kinds of things, as well. 

We were in the middle of the railroad case, and somebody came to me to help 

with a contract. A bride and groom were going to have their wedding party, 

and they wanted to be driven to the reception in some sort of a buggy thing 

that was going to be pulled by a mule. So we had to draw up the agreement 

for the rental of the mule, and, of course, all the liability issues that went 

along with it. When I would tell that to the general counsel for the Union 

Pacific Railroad, at that time it was Missouri Pacific, now it's Union Pacific, 

they just, I mean you know they just were, they just couldn't believe it. They 

cracked up. I'm working on this major hump yard and travelling all over the 

United States one day with the EPA, and then the next day I'm drawing up 

a contract for a mule to drive a bride from her wedding. But that's small 

town, you know. I'm sure they have never seen this at the ABA. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Okay, now what do you charge for a mule contract? 



Justice Kimball: It was hysterical. I loved it. I really didn't want to leave practice, I had a 

great time practicing. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Well, you know, you talked the last time about how your transition from the 

Attorney General's Office to the Law Enforcement Commission was 

essentially just, it was a better paying job. 

Justice Kimball: That's right. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Right. Then you talked about how much you liked the Law Enforcement 

Commission. 

Justice Kimball: I've liked everything I've ever done. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Basically, that Clyde has encouraged you to move from thing to thing. How 

was the transition from doing Law Enforcement Commission work which 

really did not involve courtroom practice. 

Justice Kimball: No, not at all. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: To a practice that involved appearing in court, trying cases, I assume you 

tried a bunch of cases. How was that? 



Justice Kimball: Yes. I didn't really find that it was any big transition. I'm sure probably the 

first time or two I went into the courtroom all by myself with nobody to assist 

or anything else, I do remember the first time I ever went into a courtroom, 

in one of my parishes, I turned around and all the deputies were in the 

courtroom and I couldn't figure out why and the judge said they have never 

seen a woman in the courtroom before. So that was kind of interesting. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So they came to protect you or they just came to watch? 

Justice Kimball: They just came to watch. They just came to watch. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What kind of reception did you get from the "country judges" at the time? 

I hate to say "country judges." 



Justice Kimball: I really, like I said, I never really had a bad reception from anybody. Maybe 

it's just that I'm so much of a half-full glass person that they are, and of 

course, you have to understand that at that same time, my husband was in the 

legislature, so we had a lot of interaction from my being his spouse with all 

of those people in the area because of the things that he had to do, so it wasn't 

like I was moving into a strange place. I knew all the judges. I knew the 

district attorney. I knew all the assistants. I knew all the lawyers. I knew the 

banker. Pretty much in that small area, you pretty much knew everybody, so 

they, they just saw me in a different role. But I really never had anybody that 

gave me any difficulty really, they were always very helpful. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: That leads into my next question which is about being the political wife. 

Justice Kimball: Yes, we changed roles a little bit. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How long was Clyde in the legislature? 

Justice Kimball: 16 years. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So from '75? 

Justice Kimball: '76. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: '7 6 til 

Justice Kimball: He was elected in '75 but he served from '76. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: From '76 to the early 1990's. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So for that initial run, you had moved to New Roads and you had been, you 

opened up your practice. So tell me a little bit about being the political 

spouse in addition to running your practice. 

Justice Kimball: I loved it. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: You must have been busy. 



Justice Kimball: I was very busy. I like being busy. I don't waste time very well, so I loved 

it. I ended up being the President of the Auxiliary, the Legislative Auxiliary, 

the legislative spouses. I went to almost everything that I possibly could and 

being in practice then gave me that kind of flexibility, for the most part, I 

mean sometimes I couldn't go, but a lot of times I could. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So as he was running, as he was developing, for example campaign strategy 

to run were you involved in that? 

Justice Kimball: Oh yes. He and I both came from political families. My grandfather had 

been Sheriff in Rapides Parish, my grandmother had been on the School 

Board in Rapides Parish at a time where it was really odd for a woman to 

have served. My uncle had been Sheriff in Rapides Parish. Clyde's family 

was from Livingston Parish, but his grandfather had been Sheriff, one uncle 

was a judge, one a state senator and his dad was a city councilman, probably 

the same time my grandfather was Sheriff, so it was really, we both grew up 

enjoying politics. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: You knew essentially early on in the marriage that Clyde had political 

ambition. 



Justice Kimball: Absolutely. That's the reason we moved, the reason he wanted to move back 

to New Roads from Baton Rouge. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Well I knew that, but even before that you knew. 

Justice Kimball: Oh, always. Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So tell me a little bit about what it was like that first campaign. You had 

some flexible hours in between your two jobs. 

Justice Kimball: I mean a lot of the things were nights and weekends. My children finally got 

tired of going to fairs, which I said something is really wrong when my kids 

don't want to go to a fair anymore. They were young, I think the youngest 

was three at the time. So they were like three, five and six something like 

that. Clyde did a lot of it himself, and he knew everybody and of course you 

know him, he doesn't meet a stranger. He ran against the incumbent and beat 

him. We just had a great time, my kids grew up at the governor's mansion 

all the time. I mean, I don't think my children have ever not known a 

governor since they have been alive. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And you have met all those governors, too. 



Justice Kimball: Sure. So they just, it just a different kind oflife I guess. It was normal to us, 

but to most people, it would be anything but normal. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So talk about, let's fast forward to somewhere in that 1975 to 1980 

timeframe, the kids were still in grammar school basically. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Talk about the juggle a little bit and how it was to handle family life and your 

professional life. 



Justice Kimball: Well I ended up really fortunate in that regard because I had a lady who 

worked for me in Baton Rouge that would come after school everyday when 

I was at work and when we moved to New Roads she said if you don't mind 

I will move with you, if you could bring me home on Friday and pick me up 

on Monday. So she lived in our house, lived with us, lived in during the 

week, every week, which was just wonderful because if I travelled or if I 

wanted to go to something with Clyde at night or any of that, my children 

never really had to change routines. Then, as they got older and got more and 

more involved in things, again the problem was before they got to driving 

age, it was difficult sometimes for me to pick them up at 3 :00 or take them 

wherever they needed to go, especially during the session time when Clyde 

was in the legislature. I hired somebody, a girl from high school. When she 

got out of high school, when she got out of class, she would pick the kids up 

and she would take them to the practice and the games and this and that, they 

really never missed anything. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Have they ever said to you, oh it was horrible, somebody else was driving us 

around. 



Justice Kimball: Oh god no, no. Not at all because what I did was overcompensate on 

weekends and I think you probably heard me tell that story before, but every 

weekend I would take them to the mall, I would take them to a movie, I 

would take them somewhere to completely overcompensate because I wasn't 

home with them everyday like everybody else's mom was and I would get up 

at 4, which is, well I still get up at 4, I guess, so that I could make them 

cookies and make sure they had homemade dinners. I would bake for them 

and all that stuff until finally my youngest said to me why can't I have 

cookies out of the bag like everybody else. That was the end of that. But I 

mean I had all their friends over at my house and they, it was really funny 

because I thought that I was this terrible mother because everybody else's 

children were home with them and the other kids, I found out much later, 

would want to know why their mom didn't do all the fun things with their 

kids that I did with mine and they all came along, so you never know. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What about Clyde? Was Clyde helpful in the domestic realm? 

Justice Kimball: Yes, most definitely. From the time my first child was born. He helped with 

the wash and did he laundry and he would take one of the kids or two of the 

kids riding around to give me time with another, he always was. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So tell us again about moving into the idea that you would run for office 

yourself. 



Justice Kimball: And I wasn't really too thrilled about that either. I was a reluctant bride for 

all of my career changes. That occurred during the time that I was still 

representing the railroad. I was trying to get this hump yard built, and the 

economy had started to get bad at that time. At any rate, I had dealt with 

some major landowners of some big corporations at the time. It was the 

largest expropriation case in the State of Louisiana, to expropriate this land 

in this rural area for this rail yard and one of the landowners had previously 

owned the Times-Picayune and had just about as much money as the railroad, 

and so he was challenging us everywhere, at the EPA, at the ICC everywhere. 

He was challenging the merger of the railroad which was happening at the 

time, Missouri Pacific was merging with Union Pacific and some other 

railroads. Anyway, I got to know more of the lawyers in some of the other 

parishes that were adjacent to me because parts of the properties were in all 

these different parishes. When the judgeship came open 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And where would this have been, what judgeship? 

Justice Kimball: It was in the 1 g•h JDC, it was three parishes or counties as they would have 

it everywhere else, Pointe Coupee, West Baton Rouge and Iberville. All 

three of which are fairly rural, more than fairly rural and the candidates that 

were talking about running were some of the lawyers that most of the better 

lawyers thought would not be a good judge. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: How many judges existed in that 18th JDC? 

Justice Kimball: At that time there were three, I think, maybe four. I think the fourth one had 

just been added and had just been elected, actually I know that's the case 

because he was running in the second primary at the same time I was running 

in the first primary. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And presumably they were all men. 

Justice Kimball: Oh, of course. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What year was this? 

Justice Kimball: This was 1982 or 1981 I think was when the election was. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Were there women on the courts in Louisiana? 

Justice Kimball: I was I believe the fifth at the district level, now there were some juvenile 

judges and some family judges but as a regular multi-jurisdictional judge, 

there were, I think I was the fifth. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Just to put that in historic context, I'm a 1981 law school graduate and I think 

my law school class in New Orleans had about 25% women. 



Justice Kimball: Wow, that's high. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Which was high at the time. There weren't, I remember starting practicing 

not knowing any women judges locally, except in, as you say juvenile court. 

Justice Kimball: Juvenile court. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So tell me how you came upon the decision to run for judge. 

Justice Kimball: Well, you know, the lawyers kept pressuring me to do it and finally 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: These are the lawyers in New Roads or in all of the parishes? 



Justice Kimball: 

Justice Kimball: 

In all of the parishes. I mean there were different ones coming and calling 

and saying why don't you run, it would be a good job for you, these other 

lawyers which are running are lazy, we don't want them elected, da da da and 

you know you will have the support of this one, and this one, and this one. 

Of course again I knew all of the political people, all of the police jurors or 

county commissioners as they would be in the rest of the world, the district 

attorney, all of the sheriffs, all of the mayors. I mean, I knew all of those 

people, the political people in those communities because ofmy husband's 

position in the legislature. Of course, the senator was supportive of me, as 

well, and then when the lawyers also came in and said we really think you 

should do this. I thought, I don't want to be a judge, they don't work. I 

would be bored to death if I was a judge because they don't work very hard. 

That's what I thought. I found out differently because lawyers sometimes 

tend to think the judges are working when they see them in court and if they 

aren't in court all day they don't really realize how much behind the scenes 

work it takes to do the court work. So, finally Clyde said, "Look you have all 

the support, why don't you just give it a shot and if you don't like it, it's an 

unexpired term, it's an unexpired two year term. Clyde said, "If you don't 

like it, then quit and go back to practicing." 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How much was it going to cost you to give it a shot? 



Justice Kimball: It didn't cost me anything. We raised everything we needed. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Right, I understand, but how much would a race like that cost? 

Justice Kimball: Back in those days, wow, I'm trying to remember maybe $50,0000-$60,000. 

It wasn't much. Again it was in a small area and you didn't do television in 

that small of an area because everybody knows everybody, because we are in 

the country there, so the major cost of most of the campaigns is the TV time 

and nobody did TV time, so it really wasn't that expensive. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How did you go about running? What did you do? 

Justice Kimball: I just went where there were people every single solitary day. I made up my 

mind that I would not take a day without going to see at least four groups of 

people some kind of way. I went to of course the sheriffs offices and visited 

with everybody, every fair, every supper and every whatever, just like you 

would any other kind of campaign. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What did you campaign about? What were the issues in that campaign? 



Justice Kimball: Well, in those days, again, you really couldn't do much. It was way before 

Minnesota v. White, and you only could talk about your qualifications which 

I think made much nicer and cleaner campaigns, frankly. There was a 

younger lawyer who decided at the last minute to run because some of the, 

actually it was politics, the fellow who was running in the second primary 

wanted to be sure he could get the vote out and so he didn't want me to be 

unopposed, which is what it looked like it was going to be for a while, and 

so they talked to this young lawyer about getting in the race. Bless his heart, 

he was just barely old enough to run for judge, and he really didn't 

understand the politics of it, so the whole purpose was to have a contested 

race in the other judgeships so that everybody would have to come out to 

vote. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So, all the talk about those lawyers who might were going to run but wouldn't 

have been very good, they didn't run. 

Justice Kimball: No. There were three. There was a young one. There was one African 

American fellow who probably should have been put out of the race because 

he didn't live in the district, but nobody did that in those days and I'm trying 

to remember there were four, there were three men, I can't remember even 

who the other one was. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How long was the campaign? 



Justice Kimball: I don't know that I can remember. It's been so long. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Six or eight weeks? 

Justice Kimball: A normal, regular campaign period. I don't remember now how long it was 

or when I decided to run. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How about the children while you were running. Was juggling that any 

different with having them involved? 

Justice Kimball: Oh no, they were a little bit older, they were kind of used to it by then 

because their dad had been in several races at that time. We did have three 

years in a row that we ran because he was reelected one year and my election 

was the next year. No, I know what it was. I was elected to the two year 

term, then the next year was time for him to run for reelection and then the 

next year was the end of that term and I had to go again because I didn't have 

an opposition at that time. But, it was like, oh my God I'm never going to 

quit campaigning. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So tell me about what it was like to on the bench at first. What did that feel 

like. What sort of things did you do. How did you handle it? 



Justice Kimball: It was the same kind of cases of course that I had had as a lawyer. I was just 

on the other side. I traveled three parishes and our jurisdiction was 

everything: civil, criminal, juvenile, family, the whole thing. I very quickly 

learned that those judges did work, or there certainly was plenty of work to 

be done. I ended up being the judge that most of the police came to see in the 

middle of the night because some of the others would not appreciate being 

waked up in the middle of the night, and I would just tell them call me, so I 

can get up and put my robe on before you come. I would get up and put my 

robe on and fix coffee for the police when they would come in the middle of 

the night, so they would all bring their search warrants to me. We didn't 

sleep much on weekends. I will never forget this one fellow was undercover 

in the parish for a very long time. He was a trooper, and he was undercover, 

so he would come at two or three o'clock in the morning, and bring me stacks 

and stacks of warrants. They were doing this big drug sweep. He came at the 

end of the undercover work, and of course, he had the earring and the long 

hair and the beard. He looked like somebody you might would think was 

involved with drugs. There were about three or four months of undercover 

operations going on in the three parishes, and he would bring all the warrants 

to me. I remember being in the courtroom having a pretrial conference with 

these lawyers, a lot of whom were from out of town, from New Orleans and 

whatever, and I would always tell the staff, if you have an officer who needs 

to come and have something signed, interrupt me, no matter what I'm in. So 

they came in with the guy to bring me all the returns from the search 



warrants. They were stacked up about five inches, three months' worth of 

work, he was in his State Police uniform, his hair was cut and he was all 

shaven. He was done with his undercover operation, and I said, "My 

goodness, you are so cleaned up, I almost didn't recognize you." He said, 

Yes, judge, this is the first time I ever seen you with your clothes on." The 

lawyers are looking at both of us like it was scandalous. I said, "You have to 

understand, I see him in my robe every Friday and Saturday night." 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: We are going to stop this tape and go to the next one. We've actually used 

up a tape, Justice. 

Justice Kimball: Okay, I talk too much, that's what you're trying to tell me. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: No, not at all. I'm delighted. Was there training that was available to you? 

I know that you now think judicial training is important. 



Justice Kimball: It is now. Very much so. There was none at that time. Again, my fellow 

judges, one in particular, ifl had a question, I would go to my fellow judges 

and say I've got this situation and what do you think. There was one judge 

in particular who had been on the bench probably 16 to 18 years when I took 

the bench and he was just a terrific guy, very bright and he was always 

willing to talk to me, help me and suggest how I might handle this that or the 

other. I don't mean on the law obviously, but any kind of procedural thing. 

The rest I just kind of did it on my own. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So the first day of court, the first day your in the courthouse, did you have a 

staff already or did you have to hire your own. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. Well, I brought my secretary that I had had in the law office and we had 

court reporters and all of that, I never had to hire anybody. Again, it helps 

when you know everybody in the parish. You know who needs a job, who 

does a good job, who's just graduated, who's doing this that and the other. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: You had appeared in that courtroom any number of times. You knew how it 

operated essentially. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. Sure. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: You had in the back of your mind, because I know you, what would improve 

it. 

Justice Kimball: That's probably right. We did do some things differently. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell me about what you changed. 

Justice Kimball: Well actually we ended up changing quite a few things. There was a judge 

that wanted to rearrange our schedule and rearrange our docket where he was 

going to have all the criminal stuff, and he had gotten together with the 

district attorney before I was elected, and they had figured this whole thing 

out. So the rest ofus were only going to do civil, and he was going to handle 

all criminal. I said, no I don't think so. He said, well I think I can get the 

other judges to go along with me. I said, I think that will be just fine if you 

can get the other judges to go along with you, and I will go and see the 

newspapers and tell them that you are trying to deprive me of my 

constitutional authority to hear cases in my district. So that kind of went 

away. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: He loved you for a long time after that? 



Justice Kimball: No. He was fine after that. They kind of, I don't know, they really were, 

after a while, you know, I'm kind of a bossy broad, and as long as I was 

willing to do a lot of the administrative stuff, which I was because I liked it, 

they were okay with it. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So you were on a circuit? How did that work? 

Justice Kimball: It worked I think better then than I think it does now in that district, which is 

not a secret because I've said that to them as well. I always believed that if 

I were elected from all three parishes, which at that time everyone was, you 

ran at-large in all the parishes. My belief was that if I was elected in a11 of 

those three parishes that I owed an obligation to sit in all of those three 

parishes. So I devised a schedule. We didn't have as many courtrooms as we 

had judges in each parish obviously, so I devised a schedule where we would 

be able to rotate, all of the four ofus, into the three parishes and not run over 

each other for courtroom space and court reporter resources and all those 

kinds of things. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Before you had come on, was there a schedule or were people a little 

haphazard? 

Justice Kimball: No. People set their own schedule and they didn't have any particular days 

to be in any particular place. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: But they would travel. 

Justice Kimball: They would all go to different places but they didn't really have any uniform 

or any uniform design about how they did it. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So you set it up? 

Justice Kimball: I set up the schedule of how to do it to make it work better and I always sent 

out a schedule every month to all the lawyers, telling them what parish I was 

going to be in on any give day. We would set it up where everybody was in 

their home parish on Mondays and Fridays and then in the middle of the 

week, the judge went to the other parishes and handled business in those 

parishes. That didn't always work, though, if you had a two week jury trial 

in one parish, that got kind of thrown out the window. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Absolutely. What do they do now? 

Justice Kimball: Now they each stay in their own parish all the time, they don't travel very 

often, I frankly don't think it works as well for the public. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So there is the assumption that there is going to be one lawyer from each 

parish that gets elected? 



Justice Kimball: That's kind ofhow it was back then even. It was an unwritten rule. Actually, 

when I was to run from Pointe Coupee, there was judge who had moved to 

Pointe Coupee because he there wasn't a judge elected from there and the 

idea was of course for the sheriffs people and for the people that needed 

things done immediately, that there would be a judge living in each parish. 

So when I ran from that parish as the fourth judge, he moved back to the 

place he came from and let me have my parish back. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How long were you a district court judge? 

Justice Kimball: Ten years. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: In the course of that time tell me about the percentage of docket you had civil 

versus criminal. 

Justice Kimball: Oh Lord, I don't know if I can remember that. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Let me ask it another way, I'm just interested in how much trial work you did, 

how much jury trial work you did. 



Justice Kimball: In those days, people didn't try civil jury trials like they do now. Most cases 

were non-jury trial, I mean I certainly had some jury trials, and of course I 

always had felony jury trials. I always enjoyed the jury trials because they 

were the easiest. You don't really have to do much, the jury does all the 

work, except for the jury instructions. In criminal, of course, it is so easy, but 

most of the civil cases at that time really were not tried by juries, so it wasn't 

the norm at all, like now, the judges have a lot more jury trials now than they 

did then. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What about the ratio of trying cases to settling cases? What did you think 

about it then, and did you see it change over the 10 years you were on the 

bench. 

Justice Kimball: I did. I didn't ever change my view, and it stays that way today. I certainly 

thought then and think now that the judge may have a role in assisting. I have 

never believed that judges should force settlements, never believed it. I think 

it's not the way the system is supposed to work. I know there are some 

judges who pretty much say that if you don't settle it, I'm going to do this. 

I just don't think that's really good. I always pre-tried my cases, and to the 

extent that I could help fine. But I really very strongly believe that people 

have the right to tell their story to the judge if that's what they want to do. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: As a result, you tried a lot of cases, I would think. 



Justice Kimball: Yes. I tried a lot of cases but I enjoyed trying cases, so it was fun. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Does anything stick out in your memory from the trial court, a couple of 

cases, one or two cases that you thought were terrific or interesting? 

Justice Kimball: Well, actually one that totally surprised me. I guess I enjoyed trying the cases 

so much because in every case you learn something different about some 

different part oflife. I mean when you tried a case about a faulty swimming 

pool, you learned from the experts, how you build a swimming pool, how you 

build a bridge. There was just all kinds of knowledge, you get to sit there and 

watch. I always enjoyed trying cases, I never had a problem with that. There 

was this one, I remember, very distinctly, that I tried in Iberville Parish. It 

had been an apartment house fire, and it had been five or six years before the 

case came to trial. The very first witness was a young girl, and she got on the 

stand and she's talking about this fire that happened six, seven years ago, she 

broke into tears, she's crying and crying. I thought it's been six years ago, 

how can you, my first thought honestly was, boy she is really playing to this 

jury, it was a jury trial. As I watched each and every person come behind her, 

grown men who had lost things in the fire like their baseball statutes that they 

had as a child and I watched the psychology of the fire, the impact that it had 

on these people, I think that was one of the most interesting ones I had 

because I really never recognized the emotional impact of that kind of loss. 



Justice Kimball: Even though six years had passed, every one of them had the same really 

difficult time emotionally being able to go back and visit the fire. I had not 

had that experience at the time. 

Of course, I guess another one that really stands out is I guess the first time 

I really had any appreciation of the dynamics of domestic violence. That was 

a woman who came to see me one day. She said, "I don't know where else 

to go." As I told you, "Come tell me everything," seems to be written right 

across my head. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How did she get access to you? 

Justice Kimball: We're in the country honey, you've got to understand. This is not the city. 

Anybody and everybody just walked on in. People came to visit and chat. 

It's the country. 



Justice Kimball: She wandered in. I was in there signing documents, and she came in, and she 

said, "I just don't know anywhere else to go." I think it was at lunch time, 

and the secretary wasn't there, and she just came into my office. She said, "I 

don't know where else to go. My husband has been beating me, and I tried 

to file something. He's a policeman, so nobody will accept filing." I said, 

Oh no, we're going to see about that." I called the district attorney. I said 

come talk to this lady because she says the sheriffs won't take her filing. This 

was on a Friday. He took the charges for her, and I said I would come back 

on Monday and hear the case. I had a trial in another parish on Monday, but 

I said I would come back here Monday morning at 8:00 or 8:30. Well, 

Saturday night at 2 or 3 o'clock in the morning, my phone rang (which was 

not unusual because it usually was the police calling about a bond), and this 

woman called and she was just in a panic. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: This woman called your house. 



Justice Kimball: Yes. I'm telling you in the country people would call your house. I mean I 

had felons come knock on the door, judge come out please, get my brother 

out of jail or whatever, it's not anything like people who've not been in the 

country could ever imagine. People would come to the house all the time. 

Call the house, come to the house. I remember one guy called me, God bless 

me, from the domestic violence one, but this one was kind of funny. This 

fellow was a nice, nice guy. He had post-traumatic stress, he had been in 

Vietnam, and he used drugs, and he was the nicest person you'd ever want to 

meet in your life when he wasn't on drugs. When he was on drugs, he was 

always getting into trouble, into minor skirmishes. Everybody knew him. 

The deputies knew him. They knew the problems he had and so forth. Well, 

they called me one night and said Michael, because they called him Michael, 

Michael has a gun in a subdivision and he thinks he is in Vietnam and he's 

going side to side and the children and the women in the subdivision are 

terrified. He wouldn't hurt anybody, he just had these mental lapses. I said 

okay, pick him up. His family was fairly wealthy, so I said, put $100,000 

bond on him and let's let him stay there until he's calmed down. Well he 

calls me about an hour later and he says, "Judge." I said, "Yes Michael, what 

is it?" He said, "Don't you know aggravated assault is a misdemeanor? 

You've got a high bond on me." I said, "Michael, you are going to stay there 

until you get off these drugs. You are going to stay right where you are." 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So, he had the one phone call and he called the judge. 



Justice Kimball: Yes, he calls me. He called me. He said my bond is too high, can you let me 

out of here. I said, Michael the deputies are going to let me know when you 

are okay and then you can get out, but you are staying there until then. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell us what happened in he domestic violence case? 

Justice Kimball: The domestic violence thing. So this woman calls me at 3 :00 a.m. and she 

is in a panic. She said, "My husband is across the street. He is sitting in his 

patrol car waiting for me to get off." She was a bartender or something at a 

bar, one of these things at night. She said, "I'm scared to go out, I'm afraid 

he's going to kill me." I said, "Stay right there." I called the police chief and 

woke him up in the middle of the night, and I said, "Look, this lady just filed 

these charges, this guy works for you, she's just called me and she said he's 

sitting there. You need to get him back and have him leave her alone." I said 

we had a court hearing set on Monday. So I go over there Monday morning 

ready for my court hearing, and noone showed up, neither one of them. I've 

driven now, 30 miles or 24, I think technically, to go and have this hearing 

for these people on Monday about this domestic violence situation. I get 

there and nobody's there. The deputy said, "Oh, she came in last night late 

and dropped the charges." Well, she had showed me all kinds of things that 

she said he had done and all sorts of other stuff when she came in to fill out 

her little domestic violence form. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: So she showed you bruises and the like? 

Justice Kimball: From the past, from way past, not in this situation. But things that had 

happened in the past. I was ready, I thought I was ready, to shoot her myself. 

But then it just so happened that as I was signing things, this lawyer from 

Baton Rouge, one of the lawyers from Baton Rouge came in and she said, 

"Well, I wasn't expecting you to be here." I said, "Well I'm not supposed to 

be here and I'm telling her the story about what happened. She had been an 

abused spouse, and she had gotten out of the home and had gone to law 

school and had spent the rest of her time doing pro bono stuff for domestic 

violence. I did not know that. She was in court on something else. She 

needed me to sign an order on something else, and she sat there with me for 

the next hour and really explained to me the dynamics of somebody in that 

kind of situation being told how stupid they were all the time, and really gave 

me a whole different appreciation of that area of the law. Of course, after that 

I went to several trainings and have been involved in that part of the system 

since. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What happened that woman, do you know? 

Justice Kimball: I never did hear from her again. I guess they moved somewhere else because 

he quit the police force not long after that and they left. 



Justice Kimball: These days you probably couldn't do any of those kinds of things because 

there would be all kinds of ex parte issues out there. In the country, back 

then, I know the rules haven't necessarily changed but I mean people just do 

things a little differently. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What about the change in the demographic of the lawyers who appear before 

you over the course of your ten years on the bench? I am assuming, for 

example, that when you first sat on the bench there were not a lot of African 

American lawyers and were not a lot of woman lawyers. 

Justice Kimball: Oh, no, not at all. Not at all. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Give me your thoughts on the progression of that over time. 



Justice Kimball: Well, I've got most of them, because the clerks offices, most of them would 

start in, most of the baby lawyers as I call them, whether they be African 

American, white women, whoever, if they had never been in court before the 

clerks offices would always send them to me. Because they were scared of 

judges and I would try to calm them down when they would come in to try 

to do their little confirmations or whatever. So I broke in a lot, a lot, of baby 

lawyers. They still tell me today, I remember my first case, they told me to 

come see you. I clearly watched the complete and total change. Now at first, 

it seemed as though most of the women and the African American lawyers 

came in government kinds of positions. They worked for the OCS, Office of 

Child Services, some of those kinds of things, public defenders office, but 

then after that, you started to begin to see some people in different postures. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Were the demographics of the country community changing, as well, or do 

you not notice that as much? 

Justice Kimball: I don't think you notice that nearly as much. A lot of the females and the 

African American lawyers were coming over from Baton Rouge. There 

weren't that many in our community that had gone to law school at that time 

anyway. I mean there were later. During most of that time, the most of the 

lawyers that we would see, that were "non-traditional" I guess you might say 

from that period would come over from Baton Rouge. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: I guess my next question is to ask you to take the long view of your time on 

the district court because I know that that was your training ground or your 

jumping off point for becoming a Supreme Court Justice. Tell me a little 

about what you think looking back on that. 

Justice Kimball: Well, first of all, as I told you my husband said, "Try this out for two years, 

if you don't like it, then you could quit." Well when we realized the negative 

fiscal impact of my being a judge had on our family, he was ready for me to 

quit at the end of two years and go back to making a living and practicing 

law. By that time, I thoroughly enjoyed it. I mean I loved what I did, and I 

didn't really care that I was not making money like I had been before. But at 

that time also, which I think was part of why it was so important to me, there 

were maybe four other female judges at the district level, and it was at the 

time when everybody was trying to make sure that everything they did 

involved diversity. So every time there was a committee formed by the 

Supreme Court, or any of the groups that would put things together to work 

on things, they always were looking for a female judge. So I ended up being 

as I used to call it the "token" female on so many of these committees. In 

retrospect, it served me well because it gave me a much broader view of the 

judiciary and the needs of the judiciary. I served on the Executive Committee 

with the District Judges Association, which was a governing body of that 

association. I never would have been appointed to had I not been one of three 



or four females and they were making sure they had at least one female on 

that committee. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: You don't think they were just pulling the judges from Pointe Coupee for that 

committee regularly. 

Justice Kimball: No, no they never had been on one before. As it turned out, for what I do 

now, it was wonderful because it gave me such a broad view of things. It 

also gave me a picture of how people in larger jurisdictions did things that I 

might could bring into our little baby jurisdiction. Because our volume, of 

course, was not even close to what some of the volume ofNew Orleans and 

some of those places, and a lot of it also gave me time to be on national 

committees. Some of these things that really gave me an awful lot of 

opportunities to try to learn about the system from a broader perspective. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Do you have sort of a snapshot from 1982 and then into 1992 ofhow the trial 

court had changed? 



Justice Kimball: Well, yes. I mean there were, of course, a lot of things going on in the 

legislature and things would change as we changed administrations. From 

my perspective, it was kind of a beginning of seeing the complexity of society 

change, and, of course, that made the cases that came to you very different. 

I don't know that the change during that period was as great as it has been 

now, but I think we were, we were beginning to see some different 

complexities. As you said earlier, we were beginning to see a bar made up 

of African Americans and women. No longer when you saw a woman come 

into the courtroom did you think that · she was a witness or somebody 

involved in the case, it may well be that she was the lawyer or the judge. So, 

I think we were starting to see some of those things. In addition, with the 

development of technologies life was changing. People were starting to have 

two people in the family working and having these extended families and 

having divorced situations where it was, what do you do with the child of the 

wife's first marriage that then was close to the second husband now they are 

divorced. I mean we were beginning to see a lot more complexity to society 

things that came into the courts, I think. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: What about your observations about and I don't know how to phrase this, so 

ifl'm not being clear, stop me, but your observations about approaches to the 

practice law or to the presentation in a courtroom that might differ between 

men and women, did you see a lot of difference, did you have a sensibility 

about how aggressive one might be as compared to another, how intuitive one 

might be as compared to another? 

Justice Kimball: I don't know about intuitive. I guess in those early days even when we would 

begin to have some of the women lawyers, a lot of them seemed to 

concentrate in the family area and there were a lot more women in those 

fields than there would be in a major tax case or complex litigation case. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: A railroad case. 

Justice Kimball: A railroad case. You would not see that many women in those capacities, 

like you do now. I mean, now, you see man, woman, African American 

Vietnamese, whatever, everybody across all those boards, but it wasn't so 

much that in the very beginning. We saw primarily African American 

lawyers would start in the indigent defender's system and women would be 

in family law areas. I don't know that I noticed so much difference in the 

aggressiveness 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Stylistically, no. 



Justice Kimball: I think stylistically probably, I don't know, it's a hard thing to generalize, I 

guess. I clearly still in those days had more men lawyers than I did women 

and/or African American lawyers. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And then you began your run for the Supreme Court, when would that have 

been? 

Justice Kimball: 1991, I think, I believe that's right. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Why don't we talk a little bit, would you tell us a little bit about what made 

you decide to do that? It's a little bit unusual to jump straight from the trial 

court to the supreme court. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Some people might think about the appellate court for example. 



Justice Kimball: Yes. Oh God, I would have been bored to death if I began in the appellate 

court. I really would not have wanted to do that and when we get later into 

the administrative part that will be more explained, more easily explained. 

But, again, sometimes I think back on it and I think, God you really were 

stupid, you had to wait for somebody to push you into everything. But the 

same kind of thing happened, there was a particular lawyer who was pre

ordained, so to speak, to run when the justice from the area decided to retire. 

Everybody expected that he would run, nobody would oppose him, and in 

those days, it was almost harassing to oppose anybody once it had been 

decided that this person was going to go up this ladder and take the position. 

Evidently, and I never really knew this judge, he was an appellate court judge 

at that time. He had been a city judge, a district judge, an appellate court 

judge. I always knew him, because you knew all the judges, but I never really 

had practiced in his courtroom when he was a district judge. Of course, I had 

known him tangentially, but evidently along the way he wasn't a helpful or 

kind to a lot of the lawyers. I learned later in the campaign that many of them 

would say that he would embarrass them in front of their client. There were 

some people who really did not want him to take this position, and that was 

the "year of the woman". The groups decided that the only person that 

probably could beat this fellow who has had this path set up for him all along 

would be a female. Of course, there weren't that many women around, 

certainly not in that district, and so once again, people started to pressure me 

to run. I was resistant, because I really enjoyed what I was doing. I didn't 



want to run for the Supreme Court, at all. I didn't want to leave the trial 

court. I enjoyed the contact with people and so forth. So I had been telling 

everybody thank you, I appreciate your thought and the fact that you think I 

might do that, but I'm perfectly happy where I am and I'm not leaving. And 

then this one friend of mine called and she said, "Look, I know you don't 

want to run for the Supreme Court, but the president of my organization 

would like to talk to you." I said, "I don't even know the president of your 

organization." She said, "That's okay, if you could just do this favor for me, 

and just talk to him, I know you are not going to run, but just talk to him." So 

I went to meet him as a favor to her. 

Well, I didn't like him on sight, did not like the man, drove there, sat and 

waited for him twenty to thirty minutes. He flew his own plane in, and I 

remember he had this blue suit on like he was a commodore on so and so's 

boat. We waited thirty minutes for him to come. I listened to him, and I was 

saying to him, I said, "You may think this is very trite, but I love what I am 

doing. I like feeling like when somebody has a problem with a child on drugs 

that I have the ability to get them help, somebody's been beaten by a spouse, 

I have the ability to send them somewhere and help them get help. I said, "It 

may sound strange to you, but it gives me a feeling of being able to help the 

people in my community, and I really don't want to not do that. He said, 

"Why would you not think those things were more important at a higher 

level?" 



• 



SESSION THREE 

This is Marta Schnabel and I am interviewing Justice Katherine Kimball. It is January 15, 2011 and 

we are in New Roads, Louisiana. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Justice Kimball, I wanted us to start off right away ifwe could by finishing 

the story that somehow got interrupted the last time we were together. We 

were talking about the gentleman who persuaded you to run for the Supreme 

Court and you were telling us a story about how you had explained to him 

that you really enjoyed being a trial court judge. Could you take it up there 

and tell us about that? 

Justice Kimball: Yes. I was explaining to him that I really enjoyed feeling like I was helping 

someone who had been abused by their spouse or helping when a child 

needed to be referred to a drug program or helping the parents of children 

with problems in a variety of ways. I told him that was the most important 

part of the job. He said to me, "Why do you think it wouldn't be more 

important at a higher level?" I felt when he said that as though someone had 

punched me in the stomach, because I had never really thought about the 

Supreme Court from that angle and, of course, it was absolutely true. Since 

going to the Supreme Court, I have been involved with working with courts 

all over the state in developing drug court programs that help children and 

adults extricate themselves from drugs and alcohol. Many of the things he 

had mentioned about the higher level have been administrative things that I 



have been fortunate enough to be able to work with from the Supreme Court. 

He was absolutely right. The impact is much larger on the citizenry when 

some of those things are able to be done from a higher level than when one 

judge is doing something in her own community. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Why don't you tell us about after you met with him. What did you decide? 

Justice Kimball: 

What was the process? 

Well, I came back over that weekend, of course, and talked to my family, 

obviously, all of whom said, "Mom whatever you want to do." My husband 

had been so instrumental in suggesting that I be a judge in the first place, and 

he pretty much said the same thing, "If this is something that you want to do, 

I will do everything I can to help you." 

I will never forget, I went in Sunday to church and I thought, okay, I need a 

sign, what am I supposed to do, am I supposed to run or am I supposed to not 

run? I was a Eucharistic minister in my church, and when I went up to do 

that function that Sunday, it seemed as though almost every person who came 

to me for communion that day was somebody with whom I had had some 

involvement with in my community. I went back to the pew and I thought, 

maybe I am just supposed to stay here. Not that I expected that I was going 

to be tapped on the shoulder and said do this, by any stretch of the 

imagination. But then the priest got up to deliver his homily, and it was all 



about talcing a step forward and doing something that you maybe think you 

should do and taking that step forward. I thought, "oh wow." So, I came out 

of the church with a clear understanding, though not a sign, that it didn't 

really matter whether I stayed or whether I ran, as long as I felt that I was 

doing it for the right reasons. The more I thought about the possibility of 

doing some of the things that had meant so much to me on a local level, on 

a wider scale, the more interested I became in thinking that maybe that was 

something I ought to step out and try. I knew, of course, that it did not 

require me to give up my position as district court judge. So the worst thing 

that could happen would be a loss, which certainly would not have been 

something I would have enjoyed, by any stretch of the imagination, because 

I have never liked losing, anything, but it was something that even if I lost, 

I still would be able to do the same thing as a district court judge as I had 

been doing for the past ten years. So, I decided to give it a shot. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So, tell us about that campaign. 

Justice Kimball: Whew! That campaign was quite interesting. Of course, I had been involved 

in my husband's campaigns when he had been elected to the legislature for 

four terms, and I thought that I knew about that. Well, it is quite different 

even when it is somebody as close to you as a spouse, it is still quite different 

from when you are the candidate. I discovered that the campaign involved 

covering a district of 1.4 million people. It was basically almost one-third 



of the state. I think I had sixteen parishes that went all the way from the 

middle of the state, all the way through to the far eastern part of the state. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And south from there? 

Justice Kimball: Well, certainly south from where I am. I didn't run in New Orleans and St. 

Bernard and Plaquemines, some of the really southern parts of the state, but 

I did have to utilize the media in that area, because of the configuration ofmy 

parishes. I had three separate media markets that I had to do advertising in. 

So that was difficult, plus some of the parishes, particularly some of the 

southern most parishes and eastern most parishes, I didn't recall ever having 

been in those parishes. I didn't know anyone in those parishes. I think I 

remember looking at the largest parish in that part of the state, and I think I 

knew one lawyer in that parish. That was the only person I knew in that 

entire parish. I thought, "Wow, this is going to be really quite interesting!" 

So, it was a very interesting election. I had to go into the parishes and meet 

people and talk to people. And particularly when, as I said earlier, this other 

candidate had been kind of preordained by a lot of the other lawyers that he 

would go into this seat that was being vacated and was expected to take it. 

So, it was quite interesting. I enjoyed it. I enjoyed the campaign. I hired 

media consultants and did polls, things that I had never really had to do in the 

district election because it was a smaller area. So it was quite a different 

experience. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: And you won. 

Justice Kimball: And I did. I won. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell us a little bit about beginning your position on the court. You were the 

first woman? 

Justice Kimball: First woman, ever. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What year was this? 

Justice Kimball: The election was in 1992. So I was sworn in on December 31, 1992. The 

court had gone through a civil rights lawsuit about not having a minority 

member on the court. The governor and attorney general had entered into a 

consent decree that allowed a minority to serve on the court, and as a result 

there were eight members of our court, rather than the seven which the 

constitution called for. So I remember one of my first meetings with the 

former Chief Justice and he said, "You know, there are eight members now, 

and what we would like to do is that you and the minority member will share 

a position so that there will only be seven votes really on everything and you 

all will take turns voting. You will vote half the time and he will vote half 

the time." And, I said, "You know, I'm sorry, with all due respect, but I am 

a constitutionally elected member of this court, and I will vote the same as all 



of the other constitutionally elected members of this court. I certainly will 

not share my vote with the other judge, and I don't think he would want to do 

that either." Of course, he did not. So, they came up with this idea that on 

every case there would be a random pulling and one person would be 

considered not on panel. We operated like that for a couple of years until one 

of the eight retired and then the court folded back down to seven. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Who was Chief Justice at that time? 

Justice Kimball: Pascal Calogero. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: The minority representative was? 

Justice Kimball: Revius Ortigue 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Was that an appointed position, essentially? 

Justice Kimball: He was under the consent decree he was elected to the court of appeal with 

the understanding that he would be immediate I y be assigned as an extra judge 

to our court and he would serve as a justice on our court. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Was there a reason why eight justices couldn't vote? 



Justice Kimball: I guess only because the constitution said there shall be the Chief Justice and 

six others. I am assuming that their effort to try to remain true to the 

constitution. There was a statute passed to carry out what the consent decree 

had essentially worked out and we later found that statute unconstitutional 

because it violated what the constitution said which was there are seven 

justices on the Supreme Court. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Explain again what happened, how did we end up back at seven? 

Justice Kimball: The way the consent decree was worked out there were justices from New 

Orleans were the two most senior people on the court. The consent decree 

allowed for the eighth judge to serve with us until one of those judges' 

retired. After a couple of years, after Justice Ortigue had been there with us, 

one of those judges did in fact retire. Then there became an election for one 

other judge. So that there was once again seven. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: The district was essentially set out as a minority district? 

Justice Kimball: I don't think it was at that time. I think that happened later in the legislature. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: You got over your first hurdle and actually got to vote for everything. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell us what else was going on as you came on board in 1992. Give us, I'm 

not sure how to break this down Justice, so I am thinking maybe we start with 

your first five years on the court and sort of 

Justice Kimball: Wow, I don't know ifl can even remember back that far. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Ok. 

Justice Kimball: At this point, the first five years was 15 to 20 years ago. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Your impressions, I don't mean cases or any of that,just what was going on, 

what it was like and how you managed it and what you did. 

Justice Kimball: Well, of course, all of, I guess one of the first things that surprised me a bit 

and frustrated me a bit was when I asked a question, how do you do this, or 

how do you set up the office to do this, or whatever. Almost at every turn, 

I was told you do it however you want. You do what you want, you have 

your office made up of who you want it made up of and within reason 

obviously, but there really was no plan for the way that you came into the 

process. You just did what you thought you needed to do and there was 

really no guidance. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: No training at all. 



Justice Kimball: No. Nothing. No training at all and that was a little bit frustrating and I 

thought maybe it was because I had not been a part of a court with other 

members having to all agree to do something. I had made my own decisions 

as district court, there were three other judges on our court, but each of us 

operated individually as district court judges. We did not operate 

collaboratively. I thought maybe because I had not been on the court of 

appeal and had not experienced a collaborative court maybe that was part of 

what was frustrating to me about not having any real guidance. 

I don't mean that the justices were not helpful because they were. Anything 

I ever asked of them, they bent over backwards being nice to me. They really 

did. 

But one of the other things that I learned early on is that the court had 

tremendous administrative responsibilities in addition to the case work. That 

was something that very much appealed to me, and I was surprised that the 

appeal wasn't a universal feeling, that it did not, particularly, appeal to some 

of the other judges. As a consequence, when they would ask about somebody 

wanting to take it on administrative things, I volunteered because I enjoyed 

it and I was happy to do it. So, I chaired a lot of committees. I did a lot of 

work with problematic parts of the court, which is traditionally handled by 

the judicial administrator's office. Drug courts and domestic violence 

registry and many of the same things that I had enjoyed in the district court, 



but I was able to focus on expanding those programs and resolving problems 

in them. So, the lawyer was correct when he said some of those things could 

be more important at a higher level. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What do you think back on in terms of your successes during those first five 

or ten years. Things that you look back on proudly and say this is something 

I implemented. 

Justice Kimball: I really think again that most of those things were administrative. I mean we 

developed, and I was very much part of the development of, drug courts 

throughout the State of Louisiana. There had never been drug courts here 

before. They had started in Florida. Janet Reno, who had been a prosecutor 

in Florida at the time, and later became the U.S. Attorney General, had started 

drug courts as best as I can recall, and Louisiana embraced that concept. We 

now have I think more drug courts per capita than any state in the country. 

It's been very well received by the legislature, by the judges, by the 

participants, it's just been a wonderful program. Something I was 

instrumental in developing was a "ride along" program, where we invited the 

legislators to come in and see the drug court, see how it operated and spend 

a day with the drug court and the drug court judge. That was very well 

received because I had so many friends and contacts in the legislator due to 

the fact that my husband was a member of the legislature for sixteen years. 

I had many, many friends, and still do, in the legislature, I kind ofbecame the 



court's legislative liaison and I thoroughly enjoyed that, I enjoyed working 

with the legislature. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell me why a Court would need a legislative liaison. What sorts of things 

did you do? 

Justice Kimball: Well, of course, one of the other things I did that also involved the legislature 

is that I took over the handling of the Court's budget and of course, the 

Court's budget goes through the legislature and has to be appropriated by the 

legislature. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: By the Court, do you mean, all of the judicial division, right? It is not just the 

Supreme Court, itself? 

Justice Kimball: No. The Supreme Court pays the salary of every judge in the state, and the 

Courts of Appeal and the Supreme Court have legislative appropriations that 

pay all of their expenses. Now the district court expenses are paid by the 

local jurisdictions, but the Supreme Court and each of the five Courts of 

Appeal, all their employees, and all of their operating expenses are 

appropriated by the legislature. So it is a big job to present the budget each 

year to the legislature. 



Another issue that pretty routinely came up over and over in the legislature 

is adding a judgeship. The legislature years ago passed a statute that said 

there should be no new judges unless the Judicial Council, which is an arm 

of the Supreme Court, approves them and looks at them and finds that there 

is a need, as opposed to just creating judgeships for political reasons, which 

is how they used to do it. 

Our Court has pretty traditionally not. involved itself in substantive law 

changes because generally the interpretation of those laws will end up in our 

Court. The court has always felt that it wasn't appropriate for us to involve 

ourselves in what substantive changes should or should not be. There may 

be things from time to time where that is not a hard and fast rule, and there 

certainly can be substantive laws that may effect the operation of the court 

system that we may feel the need to have something to say about in the 

legislative process. We're not heavily involved in the legislature and in their 

processes, but there certainly are times when we need to have some 

involvement. Re-apportionment is another thing that will be coming up this 

year. There is no constitution or statute that requires courts to be 

reapportioned, but the legislature may, if its seen fit, reapportion districts 

from which those courts are elected. The legislature has done that once in the 

last ten years, and is looking to do it again, just to make sure that the election 

districts are fairly representative. We will be involved pretty much in that 

one since it will impact our election districts directly. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: You were active as the legislative liaison with the court from early on, from 

the mid-1990's, I would say. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Remind me of how long a term is. 

Justice Kimball: It is ten years. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So from 1993 to 2003 was about your first term, is that about right? 

Justice Kimball: No, because when I was elected, Justice Cole who had served in that fifth 

district seat previously, retired with six years remaining on his term. So my 

first election was for a six year term. I think the election was '91 and the next 

election would be in '97. But at any rate, my first term was six years and it 

wasn't until the election in '97 or '98, whenever that particular election was, 

that I was elected to the first ten year term. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: That's the part that I couldn't quite figure out when I was looking back on 

when you ran for reelection again. What about the changes that you saw in 

the court over the last ten years. I guess, if you want to break it down. I'm 

just not sure which way you want to talk about it. If you want to talk about 

it in terms of in the l 990's and then the 2000's. 



Justice Kimball: I don't know ifl would necessarily remember by year. I think that the Court 

has become much more involved in the administrative kinds of things that the 

Court has responsibility for. A lot of them with the bar association, the drug 

court program, some incidental kinds of programs that traditionally the 

judicial administrator's office worked with. The Court has, I think, done 

more things in that arena. We are beginning this year several things, one is 

a project for plain language jury instructions that has happened in some other 

states, and we have appointed a committee to look at that. We are looking at 

recommendations for changes to the bar examination which have been 

recommended to us by a committee looking at those kinds of things. We are 

beginning a judicial leadership institute which is something new for this year. 

I think the Court over the years has really become more involved in some 

things that are impacting the citizens of the state in a more direct way. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Of course, the Court is charged with regulation of the practice of law and 

theoretically is often charged with supervision of the judiciary, so those are 

arenas where your day to day work also has been involved. 

Justice Kimball: It has. Not because ofme, clearly, but during the time that I have been on the 

court, the Court adopted a new discipline system and has hired a Chief 

Disciplinary Officer and increased its disciplinary role with the bar by 

hundreds of times, I would say. The same is true with regard to the judiciary. 

There is a separate constitutional group that is charged with investigating and 



making recommendations to us for discipline of judges' and we have final 

authority, of course, on that. I think we have seen great improvement in the 

way the Court has exercised its ability to discipline judges also, in the time 

since I have been there. Once again, not certainly because of my being there, 

but it just coincidentally was during that same time. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Do you see that as a positive? 

Justice Kimball: I do see it as a positive. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: I know it is a bit controversial within the profession. 

Justice Kimball: Yes, I know, many times, people will be critical of removal of a judge or 

disbarment of a lawyer, but I do see those things as positives. I think it is 

what we want for our citizens, is that they have members of the bar and the 

bench who operate in ethical ways and who do what they are supposed to do 

in terms of representing their client, in terms of making fair decisions in the 

judiciary. I think that when we rid our profession of those who do not 

operate in that fashion, that it positively effects the profession and citizens in 

a good way. I think the citizens deserve to know that they can go to a lawyer 

who will represent them in a fair and ethical way and appear before a judge 

who will base the decision he makes on the law and the facts in a fair and 

ethical way. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell me, we're supposed to be talking a little bit about your personal 

involvement, what your experiences were personally, in terms of working on 

the Court. We had talked a little bit about what it was like to be raising 

children and juggling and doing things when you were on the district bench, 

how did that change when you moved to the Supreme Court? 

Justice Kimball: Well, my children, of course, aJI were older and mostly grown and so that 

was much easier because they were able to take care of themselves and they 

certainly didn't need the same degree of attention that they did when they 

were small and had to have a meal cooked for them every night and all of 

those kinds of things. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: But, family life had to have changed. Explain how you had to travel. 

Justice Kimball: Because of some of the things I would be involved with, I was involved in 

several national committees and things and when I had the opportunity, I 

would be able to take one of my children with me, perhaps, and that has been 

a wonderful experience for me. They all, of course, have been to the court. 

My oldest grandchild used to come often to the court. He knew all of the 

security guards and most of the people at the court and loved coming. It was 

a wonderful opportunity for me, when I was able to travel and take one of my 

children along with me, to have that one on one time with that particular 

child. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: But you were travelling from home to New Orleans to work. 

Justice Kimball: All the time. I'm sorry, I was thinking that you meant outside travel. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Well, I did mean that, and that's great, but, it is a lifestyle change if your 

office is two hours away from home. 

Justice Kimball: My youngest daughter was beginning law school when I went to the Supreme 

Court and she was going to law school in New Orleans and so she lived with 

me in the apartment that I rented. We would go down and stay during the 

week for her to go to school and me go to work. She lived with me the entire 

time she was in law school, which was wonderful for me, and hopefully 

wonderful for her. You never know at that age. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So you were gone from home. You would essentially leave Sunday night and 

come back Friday night. 

Justice Kimball: Pretty much. She and I pretty much would be in New Orleans during the 

week and then, of course, my husband would come from time to time, but 

there really weren't that many things at that time for he and I to do there. I 

mostly worked, and, of course, she went to law school, so she studied. That's 

pretty much how it went for those few years while she was in law school. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: That's essentially how you developed, I think, the habits of working pretty 

much around the clock. 

Justice Kimball: Probably so. Yes, probably so. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What was the biggest challenge when you got to the Court? 

Justice Kimball: Oh my God, the volume. I remember there were probably 2500 to 3500 

pages per week that I was expected to read. I remember, right at first, I would 

get up at 4:00 in the morning, which is normally when I wake up, and I would 

read until 7 :00 and then I would leave and go to work. I would come home 

at 5:00, and I would read until 10:00 or 11 :00. Many times I would wake up 

in the middle of the night and continue to read or send emails in the middle 

of the night. Not good work habits to get into, but I think that the volume 

required it. I remember the first month or so, my neck was killing me from 

leaning up doing all that reading, and I thought, gosh, I'm going to have a 

sore neck the rest of my life from having to do all this reading. I finally was 

able to schedule things a little bit better when I knew I would read this 

particular set of documents on Wednesday, this particular set on Thursday 

and Friday, this set on Saturday and Sunday. My husband wasn't totally 

overjoyed by any stretch of the imagination that every time I was home, I was 

still working. But it truly is a seven day a week job because of the volume of 

work that exists at that court. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Especially if you are looking to also assist on the administrative side, right? 

Justice Kimball: Yes. Oh sure. I think everybody pretty much works seven days a week. I 

don't mean all day on Saturday and Sunday, but certainly I don't think there 

is a judge on the Court that doesn't spend some time on Saturday and Sunday 

working on court business as well as trying to be home for the weekend. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So the volume was that high even when you began, in the early '90's. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. It was. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Has the volume increased since then? 

Justice Kimball: It has years that it is a little high and years it is a little lower, but it is pretty 

much around the same. The filings sometimes are down and sometimes are 

up. It is an awful lot of volume. It truly is. Of course since the decision you 

make is the final decision on the interpretation of state law in Louisiana, you 

really want to make sure that you get it right, if you possibly can. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell us what the Court's schedule is like or what your schedule is like, in 

terms of working on the court, on a weekly or a monthly basis. 



Justice Kimball: 

Justice Kimball: 

Well, it has changed over time. Of course at this particular point, it is back 

down. We are a writ court, which means that they, the lawyers have to ask 

us to consider their case and to take their case before we write an opinion on 

a particular issue. The court now meets every Tuesday and every 

Wednesday. When I first got to the court, we met only on, I believe it was 

Thursday. We would start at 9:00 in the morning and we would just go until 

we finished, which sometimes was 7, 8, 9:00 at night. After a period of time, 

we determined that it maybe better if we had two days a week ratherthanjust 

the one and so we started working on Tuesdays, starting in the afternoon and 

taking up all the administrative items first. After that, we take up part of the 

cases, and then the rest of the cases are taken up the next day, starting in the 

morning. So we would work on the cases two days a week instead of just the 

one. When I first started, a Justice could come in only for the one day and go 

back and do the rest of the work at home or at the office in the district. A lot 

of Justices only came in one day a week. So for a while when we changed it 

to two days a week, for a while I would try to come in on a Monday and go 

home on a Wednesday night. I tried to do the administrative things in that 

same timeframe when I could. But in 2005 we had this little issue called 

Katrina. 

Katrina kind of changed everything for my schedule. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Well that is where I was going to go next, so I'm glad you got there. Tell us 

about your experiences with that. 

Justice Kimball: Well when Katrina came through, of course, my home is located the closest 

to Baton Rouge of any of the Justice's homes. My district includes Baton 

Rouge. So when Katrina came through, and we realized that there were 

problems, I don't think at first, at least I know I didn't even thing about 

problems in the court at that time because people had no homes, they were 

dying, they were hungry. I was involved a little bit, just because of my 

relationships over the years with state police and the legislature and so forth 

and Clyde's as well. We were involved just tangentially with trying to make 

sure that people got medicines and that kind of thing in the very beginning. 

I really was not particularly heavily involved. But then I got a call from 

someone in the Department of Health & Human Services saying that they 

really need some help here. So I went over to the Office of Emergency 

Preparedness, and what was happening was that there were problems with 

some of the foster children. The question was who could take the children 

where, especially because they were having to evacuate people to Houston 

and all over. They were on busses. Some of them even on flights. So there 

were some issues. The courts were all closed, of course, because of the 

hurricane, and there were some issues that the department didn't feel like they 

could resolve without there being some judicial finding in a case. They came 



to me to see if I could help them find judges. I said, certainly, we can help 

find judges. 

What I didn't know at that time was that, I can't remember now, but I believe 

it was 41 jurisdictions where the courts were inoperative. In New Orleans, 

the criminal court was under about seven feet of water, the civil court was not 

operating, and there were many other courts all around the state that were not 

able to operate. There were all kinds of legal issues and court issues that 

arose as a result of that storm that I really had not anticipated. 

The Chief Justice asked me to be the point person, both for working with 

FEMA to get the reimbursements for expenses that could be reimbursed by 

FEMA and also to work to do what I could to handle the issues from Katrina. 

The Chief Justice at that time lived in New Orleans and had been evacuated 

to Dallas, so he wasn't even in the state. I jumped into Katrina and probably 

dealt with Katrina issues for maybe the next five years. There are still a few 

that still float around. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: We are going to continue with this in a minute. I am going to stop this tape 

and move us to the next one so that we don't run out of space. This is tape 

No. 2 of the third and I'm sure Justice Kimball hopes final interview for the 

Women's World History and it is January 15, 2011. We were talking about 

Katrina when we broke. You had not yet become Chief Justice, but you took 



Justice Kimball: 

on many of the administrative responsibilities that are often associated with 

being the Chief Justice during that crisis because Chief Justice Calogero was 

displaced by the flood. You talked initially about your observations that there 

were immediate needs for access to judges. What sorts of things did you find 

yourself doing in that first month, in September of 2005. 

Well again, I don't know that I remember things by month, but I do recall and 

I think that it was in that month, that FEMA came, the FEMA people came 

to visit with us to tell us about the processes for getting FEMA funds for 

things that were lost as a result of Katrina. Then-Chief Justice Calogero and 

I met, and he informed them and signed whatever their documentation was 

that I would be the contact person for anything having to with FEMA. This 

became quite interesting because at the beginning, never having had any 

reason to work with that organization previously, we did not know exactly 

what FEMA did. It took an awful lot of time for them to come in and to give 

us what they did and what they didn't do and how they did what they did, 

when they did it. I met with I don't know how many different FEMA people 

that were assigned locally. I met with them pretty much on a daily basis. The 

governor had hired at that time James Lee Witt to help the state with the 

FEMA things that the executive branch was dealing with for the citizenry. 

So I worked with his organization, as well, and there were an awful lot of 

meetings, with FEMA people, different people who had claims, our courts. 

I remember using the governor's helicopter and flying out to some of the 



courts to see what the damage had been. Then, of course, the month after that 

here came Rita. So we kind of did the same thing in terms of Hurricane Rita 

in the southwestern part of the state. I remember, again, using the governor's 

helicopter to go over and look at some of the courthouses that had taken on 

an awful lot of water, meeting with the officials trying to figure out what they 

needed and how they could operate. We were trying to work with the 

governor's people to try to adopt some emergency rules that would allow 

some operation in the courts and some operations in different ways. I worked 

with the Louisiana State Bar Association. The president of the bar at that 

time and I spoke on the phone almost every morning at 5: 15. There were 

lawyers who could not get into their offices. In our Court, for instance, every 

single employee we had either lost their home or had water in their home. 

We didn't have any employees in the Supreme Court's employ in New 

Orleans who were not dramatically affected by the storm. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: How many employees is that? 

Justice Kimball: About 240, I think at that time. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: That's the picture that I was asking you about in that first month: everybody 

had evacuated; everybody had lost almost everything. 



Justice Kimball: Almost everything. All of our employees had lost almost everything, and so 

it was a challenge to make sure that we could help our employees to get them 

in a position where they could come back to work to help us with the other 

courts. I remember very well one of the first FEMA directors was a water 

engineer from Houston, and he would come to my office almost everyday. 

He was so very helpful, but he kept asking me, "What do you need to get the 

courts back up?" I said I needed the employees. He said, "But what do you 

need?" I said, "I need rooms for them. I need hotel rooms. I need clothes for 

them. I need that type of thing." If they don't have a place to live, then they 

can't come to work, and I need for them to be able to come back to work. 

We bought two shirts for each employee because some of them really only 

had the clothes on their back when they left for that weekend. As you know, 

we have hurricane evacuations here often, and usually it is a one or two day 

event and you go somewhere else and then you come back and pick up the 

debris and it's over. This one was quite different. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So the rebuilding, or the ability to get the justice system back running, 

depended on getting people back into their jobs. And it was hard to get them 

back because they were concentrating on their own personal issues. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. It was. They were all over the country. We were very fortunate. They 

tell me that it was the first time FEMA had ever done this, but we were able 

to convince FEMA to allow us with some surplus funds to rent an entire 



hotel. The Court rented a Holiday Inn in New Orleans. FEMA reimbursed 

us, and allowed all our employees to stay in that same hotel. Then there were 

trucks that they brought in that had washers and dryers which allowed our 

employees to tend to their clothing and so forth. That was a tremendous help. 

Rather than having each individual have to go individually and find a place 

to live, we found a place for everyone. It was one of those things where you 

would call and you may have to call back 14 times and you might get one 

person one time that said A and another person the next time that said B. 

But, we were able to go as an agency or an entity to FEMA and say to them 

this is what we have to have. We have got to have our people have a place 

to sleep in New Orleans so that they can work. Employees were willing to 

come to work, but they had their families and so forth and so on. So we were 

able to rent this hotel and have it reimbursed monthly by FEMA based on the 

people that were at the hotel who would have been able to receive individual 

assistance from FEMA at the same time. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So you were dealing with physical facilities that were broken down, you were 

dealing with people who were spread across most of the state and the country, 

and you were dealing with the fact that there were many courts in the state 

which were just not operative. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. That's right. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: So what did you do? How did you work to get that back up and running? 

Justice Kimball: Well, a lot of it was based on individual things. What we did, of course, we 

tried to document every court that was not operating and while there were 

courts not operating, there were lawyers out there who were in the same 

position but who needed to be able to work, they needed the court to operate 

so that they could make money to take care of their own families. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And citizens who had legal issues which needed immediate attention. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. So we started out documenting all of the courts that had problems and 

what their problems were. Then I began having meetings weekly with all of 

those courts. They would come to Baton Rouge, and we would meet weekly 

with all of them and give them things that FEMA needed for them to do or 

that we needed for them to do and then we would work individually with 

each court to see what things they needed. For instance, in one of the courts 

so much mold had grown in the Clerk of Court's office because all of the 

records had been under water. All the records had to be sent off to, I think, 

Chicago to be restored. But the people were not able to even work in there 

to receive filings or anything because there was so much mold in the building 

that it was a health hazard. FEMA brought inspectors in "haz mat" suits to 

take a look at the facility. We were able to work with FEMA to get that 

resolved so that we could open a clerk's office, at least part-time, in that 



particular court. There was another court that was under water, and then 

there was yet another court that allowed the court from a neighboring parish 

to hold court in their courtrooms. So we were able to set those things up and 

try to put notice on the internet and notify people in one parish that their court 

hearings would be held in the adjoining parish. 

A big issue was criminal court because while we knew we could do some 

things from adjoining parishes, there were certain functions, when you would 

get to a certain point in a criminal case where it could not be done in any 

other parish except in the appropriate venue and nobody could waive that. 

A lot of the preliminary things we were able to do it in some other place. We 

brought prisoners by bus from the penitentiaries. We set up a special 

arraignment at the penitentiary. There were people, of course, being arrested 

continuously and there were, in some cases, no criminal courts for them to go 

into to be arraigned. The criminal situation was quite interesting. The 

attorney general and the district attorneys association and the department of 

corrections, we all worked very closely together to try to come up with some 

sort of solution. One solution, for instance, in New Orleans, the federal 

courts allowed some of the trials and motions to be held at the federal 

courthouse in New Orleans. There was a tremendous amount of cooperation 

with all the branches of government and all of the levels of government. Like 

nothing I had ever seen before. The federal government, the state, the city, 

the judiciary, the legislative and the executive. Everyone worked well 



together to try to resolve those things and many times it took all three 

branches of government to come up with something. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: I attended some of those meetings, Justice, and you held those meetings once 

a week, as long as you needed to, and then maybe once every two weeks, 

once every three weeks, but you brought people together to be sure that there 

could be solutions found even if the solutions were innovative or unique. 

Justice Kimball: We just didn't have any other choice. We couldn't just shut down the legal 

system in the state, and so we had to whatever we had to do. We were very 

fortunate to have the cooperation of so very many people. As you say, in the 

City of New Orleans, we had meetings with the police chief and the district 

attorney and the judges and the United States attorney and the federal judges 

and everyone was doing everything they could to try to help us. I know one 

of the first days that I was in the office after Katrina, which was maybe a day 

or two, in my Baton Rouge office, I got a call from the federal court in Baton 

Rouge and also in Lafayette. They said if you need some technology we will 

be happy to try to give you whatever technology we can to help you. Also we 

were getting things. We had laptops and things like that that were shipped 

in to us from all over the country. 

It was just was, it seemed like an impossible task. But once everybody sat in, 

I had meetings everyday in my Baton Rouge office at 7:00 a.m. with my staff. 



We would sit there and try to think what we needed to deal with on that 

particular day. A lot of the employees we discovered were having some 

emotional issues as well. One of the things we did for our employees, and we 

encouraged other courts to do the same, was a program that LSU offered. 

They would come in and talk to the employees about stress factors and how 

they needed to try to deal with the stressors and what they could expect and 

the psychological things that they could expect to be going through as 

recovery progressed. That program was tremendous. At first, I didn't want 

to force our employees to go to it, and I wasn't sure if they would. But we 

invited everyone, and I was amazed the rooms were completely filled with 

people who wanted to know what they could expect to be experiencing 

psychologically. Families were apart, in different places, in some instances. 

I remember we had one employee who had a spouse who had custody of a 

child, and the child was in another state. They were trying to figure out how 

do we make these decisions or what we should do with this child when their 

parents are divorced and in two different states. There really were a lot of 

legal issues, many more than I ever really would have thought would come 

up as a result of a hurricane. Many, many, many of the legal issues really did 

not have to do with the damage from the hurricane. Now, we had tremendous 

issues in that regard as well, but there were so many tangential issues, like in 

the criminal area, in the family law area, and in other kinds of areas that I just 

really never even would have thought to be on the radar screen after Katrina, 

but they were. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Well now, that brings up the criminal justice system issues. I know that that 

perhaps not in the first month or two, but over time, over a long period of 

time, issues with regard to the criminal justice system in New Orleans came 

into light. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Do you want to talk about that a little bit because I know you were very 

instrumental in trying to solve those problems. 

Justice Kimball: The criminal justice system in New Orleans was virtually completely broken. 

The district attorney's office was not operating appropriately. The United 

States Attorney and I got the FEMA administrator for the area, who at the 

time was Admiral Thad Allen who people may remember later was involved 

in the explosion in the Gulf, but he was appointed by the president to be the 

head at one time of the Gulf Coast Recovery Plan. He appointed or he 

created a task force to work on criminal justice issues. When it started, I was 

to serve as, there were I think four parts of it, I was to serve as the head of the 

court section, the head of the district attorney's association was going to serve 

as the prosecutor section, there was someone from indigent defense and 

someone, I can't remember, from the police. The four sections were going 

to work out some things in their own sections. Well at that time everything 

was so broken in New Orleans that everybody was pointing fingers at 



everybody else, nobody agreed on anything, nobody, it was just a big finger 

pointing game. One day the paper would say that the police chief blamed the 

DA and the next day the paper would say the DA blamed the police and there 

were just criticisms of everybody in the system. 

So we began those meetings and the business community was involved with 

us, as well, and over time it seemed as though I ended up being kind of a de 

facto chair of all of it. I don't know how that really happened, but somehow 

it did. We would have meetings once a week with the police chief, the 

district attorney, the judges, the clerk of court, all of the people that had 

anything to do with the system in New Orleans, the indigent defense and so 

forth and so on and we would try to see ifwe could resolve some issues with 

everybody involved. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Explain some of the issues. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. Locatingjurors, locating prisoners because many times they would have 

an address and the address was no more. They would try to serve a subpoena 

and there was no house at the location anymore. I mean one issue was so 

simple: there was a huge argument over who was to pay for the copy paper 

for the subpoenas, whether it was the sheriffs office, or whether it was the 

clerk of court's office. It was ridiculous. So the subpoenas were not being 

printed because there was an argument over who was supposed to provide the 



paper. I remember very well going in and saying I will buy you all paper,just 

get it done. 

At first, there were quite a few heated discussions about whose fault what 

was. Then we also would meet each week, the city would send over the 

person who was working on the facilities, as well, because most of the 

properties involved in the criminal justice system, the courthouse, for 

instance, did not belong to the judges. The courthouse belonged to the City 

of New Orleans. So the judges could ask for reimbursement for things like 

their computers that maybe got washed away by the flood, but they were not 

allowed to make a claim for problems with the building. Well, at first, there 

was an issue where I think the contractors would go in and enter into a 

contract with the judges to fix part of the building and that was a bit of the 

problem because judges could not enter into a contract to fix the building. 

FEMA said the city has to do that. So then, it just an awful lot of commotion 

and after maybe a couple of weeks then people began to sit down and say ok 

regardless of whose fault anything is here's the problem and what can we all 

do collectively to solve it. Once that started happening, it was very good. 

We got FEMA to do what they could do. 

There was a time when we were not able to get the prisoners in to the 

building without having to go through the middle of all the witnesses, the 

jurors, everybody else because the corridor where the prisoners went into the 



building, prior to the storm had one little lock that was broken that wouldn't 

allow the door to be closed and so it was quite a big thing. Of course, the 

sheriff's office had problems in their kitchen and they had difficulty being 

able to even feed the prisoners, which of course, was critical. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: You got involved in every aspect. 

Justice Kimball: Every single one. I learned more about the criminal justice system in New 

Orleans than I ever thought would ever know or would ever want to know. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: But the outcome was positive. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. It worked out. We got most of the problems solved. We were able to 

try cases. We still had and still to this day have issues with witnesses being 

intimidated or witnesses not coming. And, of course, jurors. That's always 

an issues with jurors not coming to court. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: But often it's because the addresses are just not accurate. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. We have made a lot progress. There is still more progress that needs 

to be made. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: You certainly made a lot of progress in terms of the public defender's office. 



Justice Kimball: Yes. The public defender's office was completely broken. We had experts 

who came in and tried to work with them on that and to work with the judges. 

There is still more work to be done in that arena, but it was an awful lot that 

was done. In other parts of the state, some of those issues existed as well, 

and maybe even a little bit more progress was made. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: It commenced the discussion. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: I am going to switch gears, then, unless there is something else you would 

like to say about Katrina and talk about today. I see you get heavy shouldered 

even thinking about it. When did you become Chief Justice? 

Justice Kimball: January of 2009. I don't know the exact date. That was two years ago. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: You were the first woman to hold that position, correct? 

Justice Kimball: Oh yes, since I was the first woman to ever be on the court. I was the first 

woman to hold that position, as well. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Talk to us about the plans you had, or the perspective you had coming into 

the role as Chief Justice. 



Justice Kimball: Well, I had been working very closely with the former Chief Justice for 

several years on most of the administrative things. I was pretty comfortable 

with what a lot of the issues were. One of the first things that I did was I 

asked the other justices to join with me in a retreat for several days and we 

went on retreat. We had the staff really come in and brief the justices on 

everything, on all the issues that they dealt with in different parts of the staff 

functions. This was very good because if you didn't have any reason to deal 

with that part of the judicial administrator's office (which many Justices did 

not) then you really were not cognizant exactly of what they did. We had 

staff members come in and they would give brief discussion of what they did 

and things they were dealing with and answer questions and so forth and so 

on. I think it was very, very helpful. We had planned to do it again last year, 

but of course, we were not able to do that last year. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: We are going to talk about that in a minute, but I know that I was at your 

induction and was very impressed by the words you spoke about your vision 

for the justice system in Louisiana. So talk to that a little bit, some of the 

things that you thought thematically coming into the position you were going 

to be looking at. 

Justice Kimball: Well one of the things, and I think we started it right, and I think it will be 

continuing, but one of the things that I thought that we needed to do and that 

all courts needed was a self-examination processes to see if they were doing 



their job as well as they could. Also to see if they were handling all cases as 

well as they could and as fairly as they could. There was a perception, and 

probably still is to some extent, that some of the courts would rather deal with 

a major kind of case involving a lot of money and damages and so forth and 

not so much with the juvenile jurisdiction that they had or the family 

jurisdiction that they had of awarding custody and so forth. I thought and 

think that those are maybe even a little bit more important than the handling 

of a traditional civil case where you are only talking about money as opposed 

to the judge's abilities to affect someone's life, particularly in children, in the 

juvenile arena and in the family arena. So one of the first things we did was 

to look at our own processes, and we asked the National Center for State 

Courts to come in and look at us and tell us if we could do things better in the 

way we handled our docket. They came in and they made several 

recommendations. We have implemented, I believe, all of them now. I'm 

sorry, we are working on implementing, we are not quite finished, 

implementing all of those recommendations. The other thing that we did was 

we invited a consortium group called IGES, which is an information system 

group, that we asked them to come in and look at our technology and to tell 

us if there were things that we should do to improve the way we utilize 

technology in the courts. They came in and gave us a very detailed report. 

Once again, we are in the process ofimplementing the recommendations that 

they made. I know all of the courts may not have the ability to hire an outside 

expert to come in but we will be, once we are done with implementation of 



everything that was recommended to our own work better, we will be 

thinking about ways that we can move that process forward through the 

appellate courts and into the district courts because we ought to never stop 

trying to do our job in a better way for the citizens. That's what we ought to 

be about. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So then a very significant event happened. 

Justice Kimball: Yes, January 10, 2010 I suffered a significant brain stem stroke. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell us where you were and what happened. 

Justice Kimball: Well, I was at home. My husband was going to go hunting that morning and 

he got up very early. Thankfully it was too cold he said for him to go and he 

didn't go. I woke up I think about 5:30, got up to walk across my bedroom 

to the restroom and realized that I could not walk in a straight line. I kept 

leaning over, I didn't fall, but I could not put one foot in front of the other and 

navigate a straight line. So I sat down on the floor and began to crawl and to 

begin to scream and holler for him. I didn't know that he was even still in the 

house, but I kept screaming and yelling for him. Thank God, he had not gone 

hunting that morning and he was in the kitchen making coffee. He heard me 

and came to me and I was able to tell him I'm having a stroke. I knew it. I 

don't know how I knew it, but I knew it. I was able to tell him, "Honey, I'm 



having a stroke." He said, "What do you want me to do? Call 911 ?" I said, 

"Yes." So he called 911, and of course he stayed with me until the 

ambulance came and took both ofus to Baton Rouge because our hospital in 

New Roads, we have a little hospital in New Roads, but it certainly was not, 

it would not have been able to handle something that severe. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: So Baton Rouge is about a 45 minute drive. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. So they drove me to the hospital in Baton Rouge, and I was asleep the 

whole time. I knew nothing. As it turned out, I was in a coma for four days 

which I didn't know. All I knew, I was fine, I was sleeping. My family had 

been told by the doctors that they did not know whether I would make it. 

They didn't know ifl would live through the stroke. There was a chance that 

they could operate and try and remove the clot from my brain, but the chances 

were not great that they would be able to do it successfully and they did not 

know ifl would die. My husband told them to do what you think you can do 

to make this better. Thankfully, these doctors that I never heard of, 

Interventional Radiologists, operated on me for four hours, removed the 

blood clot from my brain and a couple of days later I woke up. I have been 

in recovery since then, which is a very long process, as I have learned, from 

a stroke. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Tell us about the recovery in terms of what the impact of the stroke was on 

you physically, mentally, and emotionally. 

Justice Kimball: Well, the first thing I remember after saying call the ambulance, I remember 

getting into the ambulance. I remember being put into the ambulance. It 

evidently woke me up. I don't remember anything else until I opened my 

eyes or my eye, I could not open both eyes, I could only open my left eye. 

My right eye would not open without the use ofmy hand. I remember this 

man asking me my name, and I remember asking him why he needed to know 

that information. I didn't know, I just opened that eye and was talking to him 

and he was asking me to count backwards and asking me who the president 

was and things like that and I had no idea why he was asking me such stupid 

questions. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: And you were impatient, I'm sure. 

Justice Kimball: Oh, quite. They kind of told me what had happened, that it had been four 

days, which I would have thought it had been two hours. My family was all 

there. I was very grateful that I could talk because they didn't know if I 

would be able to speak. Of course, I was able to speak, they seemed to think 

that I would be able to think and process things. They asked different kinds 

of questions to see if I was able to think. I told them they were making me 

very nervous because they wouldn't let me go back to work. I was ready to 



go back to work and go home. They said no we don't really think that you 

need to be doing that right now. So, I stayed in the rehab hospital for five 

weeks and then I was able to come home and I continued outpatient rehab for 

another, I think maybe three months, it seemed like quite a long time. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What physical limitations did you have initially and do you have now. 

Justice Kimball: Well, I can open my right eye now, but it still doesn't work like it should. 

Many times I see double when I open it. Many times it really is more 

comfortable when it closes. So, I am one-eyed often. The left side of my 

body, which was affected because the stroke was on the right side of the 

brain. At first I was not able to walk without somebody having their arm 

around me and helping me put one foot in front of the other. I can walk now, 

but the left side ofmy body doesn't do exactly right. I can do many, many 

things, but my fingers, when I try to work on the computer, my fingers tingle 

and they don't want to do like they used to do and my arm feels very, very 

heavy. My left arm, especially. But I am able to walk now, and they sent me 

through, I think it was a five hour mental test to see whether or not they 

thought mentally I was able to go to work. They told me that fortunately 

none of my mental abilities had been affected by the stroke, which I was 

grateful. So they said I could never work at the pace that I had been working 

prior to the stroke, but that I could ease into going back to work, as long as 



I made sure that I didn't over do it. So that is what I have been trying to do 

since. Now, I'm pretty much doing everything I did before. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Now, it's one year later. 

Justice Kimball: Now it's one year later, yes. A year and five days later. So, it's been quite 

a long time. I was fortunate to be able to exercise a good bit in the swimming 

pool during the warm months and, of course, my husband has just been the 

most incredible person that I could ever have dreamed of. He has turned into, 

I told him the other day, he turned into a pretty good house husband. He 

washes the clothes, he cooks the food, he waits on me hand and foot, but I'm 

able to walk, I'm able to get out and go to things. I get tired very easily, but 

I am able to do a lot of the things that I used to do, just not with the same 

intensity. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: You're back to working on the legal matters at the court. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. I'm back to working on all of the matters of the court. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: The administrative? 

Justice Kimball: I'm doing all the administrative things. I participating with the other justices 

on the case law. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Was it hard to make the decision to come back, Justice? 

Justice Kimball: Yes. It was in a way, because you can get really used to just being almost on 

vacation and not doing anything, but at the same time, the court was still 

calling me on all the administrative things, so while I was up most of the day 

on the telephone talking to different people and doing different administrative 

things, I tried to wait. I didn't sit on a docket until December, which was 

eleven months. I sat on the December docket and I'm going to sit next week 

again, on the January docket. While I got very tired, I always, sitting week 

is always very tiring for all of us because you have six or seven cases a day 

and you jump around from subject to subject, all day. They are all intense, 

or they wouldn't be being heard by us in the first place. Usually by the time 

you do that four or five days in a row, it really does wear you out. It did wear 

me out to sit in December and I'm quite sure it will again this week, but it did 

that before. It just wears me out a little quicker, now. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Looking forward from here, I know that you have some ideas about what you 

would like to focus on during the balance of your time on the court. Juvenile 

justice has always been one of your areas of particular import. 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: We are coming close to the end of our conversation, so tell us what you 

would like to be addressing as you move forward. 

Justice Kimball: Well, I think that we have to make sure that we get all of our courts operating 

as well as they possibly can operate. We are beginning a judicial leadership 

institute this year. We have selected 30 judges for our first class and I'm 

hoping that we will do it every year to try to instill into the sitting judges 

things that will help them in a leadership capacity so that they may make the 

changes that need to be made, or at least work with other people to try to do 

things to make their systems better in their part of the state. 

Juvenile justice, I have still been very involved with and remain so. We are 

working very closely with the executive branch and the legislative branch, as 

we made tremendous strides in changing our juvenile justice system from 

what the New York Times suggested might be the worst in the country to one 

of the best now, in the country. Other states are looking to us to see what we 

have done so that they can improve their systems. That has always been and 

is still very important to me. 

I am getting ready to propose that we begin some intensive work on the other 

side of the children that we deal with in the system and that is the abused and 

neglected children. I think that we need to make some more strides in how 



we deal with children who have to grow up in foster care as a result ofbeing 

neglected and abused. Some of the other states have made, I think some 

interesting decisions with regard to some of those and I think it's time for our 

state to take a look at that. We, of course, are in a terrible financial situation 

in the state right now and I think we could do a lot more if our finances were 

not in the situation that they are in. But, these are children that our state is 

pretty much responsible for once they are in our custody, and I think we need 

to focus a little bit more on making sure that we do the best job that we can 

do with those children as they come through our court systems and as we 

make decisions about them that affect the rest of their lives. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Do you see retirement on the horizon? 

Justice Kimball: Well, I have eight more years on this term. At the end of this term, I would 

not be able to run again because our Constitution says that you may serve 

until you are 70, or if you are elected to a term before your 70, you may finish 

that term. Well, I ran for this term at 63. So, I will be 73 at the end of this 

term. So I would not be able to run again. So, the doctors had suggested to 

me that they thought that I should take a very serious look at whether I 

wanted to try to complete this term or whether there might be an earlier time 

that I might think appropriate to retire. I am certainly looking at all of that. 

It is very difficult things to look at, but I'm looking at it. I would rather be 

25 for the rest of my life, but it doesn't seem to be able to happen. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: Okay, we are going to stop right now. Justice Kimball we've come almost 

to the end of our time together. 

Justice Kimball: I think that's the second time you said that. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What? That we're almost done? 

Justice Kimball: Yes. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: I do have one last question: Looking back over your life, how do you see the 

changes in the role of women as lawyers in the justice system from the time 

you started out in law school until now. What do you think? 

Justice Kimball: Well, when I started out in law school, I think I was one of either five or 

seven, I can't remember, women, who started that year. I think a couple of 

them didn't make it through the first year. So, I think maybe there were 

seven ofus and there ended up being five ofus. So, women really were the 

exception rather than the rule. As I go to the law schools today, I see that in 

many cases there are more women in law school than there are men. I mean 

I guess throughout my history, when I was elected to district court, I was the 

fifth female district court judge in the state. I don't know the number now, 

but significantly more women judges. There are three women on the 

Supreme Court now and when I went to the Supreme Court there had never 



been a woman on the Supreme Court in Louisiana history. So, I think women 

clearly are taking their place in the profession. You hardly walk into a 

courtroom anymore that you don't see women in some role other than just 

being the minute clerk, which is what you used to see, the court reporter or 

the minute clerk might be women, but everybody else in the courtroom is 

men. Now, there may be a woman judge, a woman attorney arguing, there's 

just a completely different situation. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Do you think that it has had a positive impact on the profession and on the 

practice of law? 

Justice Kimball: I do. I definitely do. First of all, anytime you have any diversity, I think it's 

a good thing because people come from different places, they come with 

different ideas. I think that women just see things a little differently than 

men, and in many ways I think they see things sometimes in a more personal 

way than the men do with regard to cases. I'm sure people would argue that 

maybe that's not a good thing. Seeing it in a personal way may not be a good 

thing. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: You mean personal in the sense that they understand the personal impact on 

the litigant as opposed to, "I take what you say personally." 

Justice Kimball: Yes. I do. Oh, yes, absolutely. No, I didn't mean to suggest that at all. 



Marta-Ann Schnabel: But that women tend to understand. 

Justice Kimball: Sometimes women tend to be more feeling of the litigant's problems. They 

tend to relate in a different way, sometimes, than men do. As I say, there 

could be arguments that that's a good thing, that that's a bad thing. Maybe 

ifl were a man, I say I think it's a bad thing. But, since I'm not, I think it's 

a good thing. I really do. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Do you have any advice that you would give to young women looking at 

going to law school or in law school, or starting in their job in terms of how 

they should approach the practice, how they should look at their private life 

and its interaction with their practice? 

Justice Kimball: Well I think they certainly need to be cognizant that their private life, if they 

are planning to be married and have children, will be very different if they are 

a professional of any type than if they are someone who plans to stay at home 

and raise their children. I think sometimes people are not so cognizant of 

that, but I do think that they need to think about that. I think that they 

probably need to do a better job than I did of parceling out those different 

roles and being able to plan them and plan handling them in a better way. If 

I had it to do over again, I think that I would probably spend less time 

working and more time dealing with my family. Not that I didn't, but I 

always was somewhat of a workaholic and I always worked on Saturdays and 



Sundays and nights and weekends and so forth, and I don't know that I would 

want to suggest that that's the best way to do it for anybody coming in. I 

really think that for people coming in, men, women, or whoever, I really think 

that for our profession to continue that the ethics part of it is very important. 

A lot of people tend to kind of think of ethics as a kind of an aside, but I think 

that ethics are so much more important than sometimes we pay attention to. 

If somebody's really going to do well in the profession, they need to be able 

to do it in the right way. I really think that the law schools probably, in my 

view, should pay more attention to training ethical lawyers than they do. 

They do have ethics classes, but I don't know that that's a big focus in the 

law schools and I think that I wished that it were. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: What do you think about the number of people coming into the profession 

these days? 

Justice Kimball: Well it seems to have slowed down a little bit. I think it is part of the 

economic considerations. For a while, it seemed to me that there were way 

too many people coming into the profession that would do a good job in the 

profession. I guess, once again, as always, the same old question of whether 

or not being a lawyer is a profession or is it a business. I have always 

believed that it was a profession. I have always believed that it was about 

helping people who were not given the same tools that lawyers either have or 

given through law school. I believe that should govern the way lawyers 



practice law. Now, I know that there certainly are significant numbers of 

people who think it is a business, and that it should be handled by bottom line 

things just like any other kind of business. I've never thought that, and I 

don't think it. I don't think it serves us well to look at ourselves that way. 

I would prefer that we look at ourselves as professional people who have 

certain skills that we are able to utilize for the betterment of society. I think 

that's the way that it ought to be looked at. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Well, I really am out of questions, Justice. Is there anything else you would 

like to say before we sign off as it were. 

Justice Kimball: Not that I can think of. I feel like I've been talking forever. 

Marta-Ann Schnabel: Thank you so much for your time. 

Justice Kimball: Thank you for doing this. 
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