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Purpose and
Conditions of Membership

1. Membership is limited to scientists actively engaged in research
in the area.

2. The purpose of the Information Exchange Group is to accelerate
the progress of science by accelerating scientist-to-scientist
communication in the research area covered by the Exchange.

3. Members may transmit to the other members preprints of completed
research papers, drafts of papers, memoranda of research findings
not yet published, discussions of published or .unpublished findings
or any other original communication whatever.—

4. The member recognizes an obligation to fellow members to participate
in transmitting as well as receiving communications through the Exchange,
but is the sole judge of what and when to transmit.

5. The member undertakes on his own behalf and on behalf of any other
person with whom he shares the information that any research finding
communicated via the Exchange will be treated as a "personal communi-
cation" from a professional colleague and will be given due credit
as such in any situation where question of priority might arise.

1/ The generic term "scientific memo" has come into use for all such
communications .

Revised
1/18/65



FOR THE URGENT ATTENTION OF
AUTHORS OF MEMOS

The lEG Office is compelled to make two requests of all authors. Ex-
planation is given in the last paragraph.

1. Send us the original typed text, not a copy.- The OPR promises to
return your copy to us at the end of three days after they receive it and we
promise to dispatch it at once (by air mail if any considerable distance) to
you or to any journal you name.

2. Number every page, including pages of figures and tables. Please
avoid inserts with digit-letter numbers. Use Roman numerals for any pages
prior to the beginning of the main body of the report, then page 1 for the
first page, etc., consecutively on through the memo. Type page numbers at
top center. This central numbering will not prevent your numbering pages also
at the corner. If the journal wants page numbers in that position, you (or we,
if you request it) can easily white-out the centered numbers.

Preferably, start the first page of figures, of tables (and first page of
bibliography) each with an odd page number. The beginning of each will then be
on a right hand page. This suggestion, if followed, might make it necessary in
some instance to insert an even numbered blank page in front of one with an odd
number, but in the opinion of the OPR is "better display."

Glossy prints must be mounted on regular numbered pages. If it does not
crowd, put more than one figure on a page. Succeeding pages of figures should
be numbered sequentially, without blank pages between.

Please type figure numbers. The legend of a figure may be on the same
page, on the page facing the figure if a long legend, or all legends may be
segregated onto one (or more) page(s).

What has been said of figures, re numbering etc, applies also to tables

Note: Printing is by photo-offset. Every unwanted line or mark will be
reproduced in the final printed copies. The OPR does not have the facilities
of a letter-press printing plant and will not arrange pages, prints, etc. All it
is willing to do is to arrange sequentially-numbered pages in pairs, even pages
on the left and odd on the right, and photograph these pairs.

The OPR has repeatedly protested that poor copy cannot be converted by
photography into a finished product that is acceptable to them as part of their
otherwise high quality output. We are of course aware that to the lEG members
the information is the important thing, not how good it looks on the page. We
are, however, in a sense guests of the

OPR;

they print and mail our memos with-
out charge to the lEG Office.

Revised
September 2, 1965 Errett C. Albritton

1/ Since this memo was first issued several perfect , sharply black on white
Xeroxed memos, without any extraneous markings whatever (whited-out where nec-
essary), have been received by us and accepted by the Office of Printing and
Reproduction (OPR).
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Anyone actively working in the field
in any country of the world is eligible.
No restrictions are imposed on the
nature of the communications. No edi-
torial prerogatives are exercised. The
communications distributed have the
status of private communications and
can be quoted as such in the literature.

The exchange has nearly 150 mem-
bers here and overseas. Each member
may recommend for membership any
individual who is an active worker. In

2/2

years the group has distributed
over 90 different communications from
its

members,

the number in the second
year being about three times that in
the first year. These have included pre-
prints of articles in press, discussion of
points of difference among workers in
the field, papers' on methodology, and
reprints of talks given at symposia or
lectures.

The exchange makes it possible for
all members to be fully informed in
record time of all developments in the
field. It insures members against un-
fair practices because everyone is fully
aware when a particular idea or ex-
periment is presented. The important
priority is the one assigned by one's
colleagues. Where every colleague is
given full opportunity to judge for
himself the origin of a discovery from
the dated records, the risk inherent in
the dissemination of privileged com-
munications is negligible.

An Experiment in Communication:
The Information Exchange Group

An information-exchange group has
been set up to provide better com-
munication among scientists in the re-
lated fields of electron transfer, oxi-
dative and photosynthetic phosphoryla-
tion, ion transport, and membrane
structure and function. The National
Institutes of Health provide the means
by which any member of the group can
within a matter of days dispatch a
communication to all other members.

Argument, which should play a vital
role in

science,

is all but squeezed out
of contemporary journals. The inevi-
table long delay in publication, coupled
to the distaste of editors for polemics,
has effectively eliminated argument as
a public instrument of scientific prog-
ress. Anyone in the exchange can
criticize prevailing views, and speak
out as the mood and facts dictate. Sev-
eral significant problems which have
never been aired properly, if at all,
in the scientific journals have been the
subjects of incisive communications
sent through the exchange. Bringing
controversy into the open may well
become one of the exchange's most
valuable features.

Even with the most enlightened edi-
torial policy no journal can escape
completely the danger that worth-
while ideas may be ambushed by some
overzealous or overopinionated review-
er. The Information Exchange pro-
vides an outlet for anyone who feels
choked by editorial intransigence. Ad-
mittedly, the lack of editorial discipline
and restraint could open (he door to
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a flood of rubbish, but actually pot-
boilers are conspicuously absent from
the communications offered through
the exchange; the certainty that the
experts in the field will look with dis-
favor on a paper of poor quality is a
restraint which achieves the same net
effect as editorial supervision, without
the inherent risk of censorship. More-
over, an initial readership of experts
could well stem the flood of inferior
material to the journals.

The investigator working at the
border line between two disciplines
runs the risk that his work will be
published in a journal not readily
available to an imoortant segment of
his potential readership. This particular
problem is completely solved by the
exchange. The esoteric "journal"
comes to the reader—not the other
way around.

The working of the exchange is
simple. Communications, typed on or-
dinary bond paper, are sent to the
office of Errett Albritton of the Na-
tional Institutes of Hcatlh (the orig-
inator of the experiment and its guiding
spirit), where they are photocopied
and copies are mailed to each member
of the exchange. There are no mailing
or service charges to the members. As
chairman of the group I have the re-
sponsibility of ensuring that applicants
for membership are qualified and that
innovations be introduced whenever
necessary.

Plans are afloat to set up additional
exchange groups in biochemistry, still
on an experimental basis. How far the
experiment can be and should be car-
ried over to other biomedical sciences
will depend upon the initiative of
workers within these areas and the
interest of the National Institutes of
Health and otheragencies.

David E. Green
Institute for Enzyme Research,
University of

Wisconsin,

Madison



NOTE TO SECRETARIES (or Authors)

This is in reference to the paragraph entitled

"More Class" on page 3 of our recent communication about

having manuscripts "Camera-Ready" — which, regretfully,

has not been clear to some

Put simply, it means to start on a right-hand page

the section containing figures (maybe with the heading,

FIGURES). After that page, use both left-hand pages and

right-hand pages as they follow. The same treatment would

then be used for the section on tables, and any other

sections there may be.

Also, please put more than one figure or table on

a page, if it does not crowd too much.

Errett C. Albritton, M.D.
Director, lEG Program

ECA:hm
3/23/66


