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Anne Reddy: Okay, it's August 20, 2009. This is the first session for the oral history 
project for the ABA Women Trailblazers Project. This is Anne Reddy, 
and I'm here to intervie\V Chief Judge Judith Kaye, and my friend 
which I'm very happy to be able to say. So I guess, Judge, would you 
like to state your name for the record? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: My name for the record is Judith S. Kaye, the "S" standing for Smith, 
and I'm here with my beloved law clerk, Anne Reddy, and embarking 
on Chapter One. 

Anne Reddy: Chapter One, we have decided is going to address childhood and 
education, which is a pretty large topic. So we'll see how far we get 
this evening. We'll start with some background of your family. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: My family. In fact, I have right before me ... I'm a great scrapbook 
maker. I'm a very neat kind of person and I like to put things in order. 
I get great pleasure out of putting things in order, and making 
scrapbooks, and in fact, I did make a scrapbook of the Smith family and 
I thought it had two parts. One was building the American dream, and 
the second part was celebrating the American dream. My _parents, do 
you want to start there, Anne? My parents? 

Anne Reddy: Yes, yes. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: My parents were both immigrants to this country, and it's a story I 
never have been able fully to put together because it's something they 
never talked about. There were some photographs, I have those, but the 
times that they were in Europe, they both came from Europe, that 
definitely was not a happy time for them, so it's not as if we sat around 
talking about the good old days in Poland. No, no, no. I know that my 
mother came from a small community called Stavisk, in Poland. She 
came here with her mother and several of her sisters, and I do have the 
arrival on the boat. My mother was a young girl when the family came 
and I did get from Ellis Island their arrival, which is in the scrapbook, 
the boat that they came on and I'm fishing for it right now and I think I 
have it. This is the group. 

Anne Reddy: 1914. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: 1914. 

Anne Reddy: July 18. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: July 18, 1914, my mother arrived. She was like, I don't know, 10 or 11 
years old. One interesting thing is that the family name at the time was 
Morris, M-o-r-r-i-s, and she came with her mother and three sisters. 
There were four girls, and I do know that when they arrived on Ellis 
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Island my grandfather had come here shortly before. I guess that was 
not atypical to kind of set up some sort of livelihood. He was a tailor 
on the Lower East Side, and I know when that when they arrived, and 
he gave his name, or they gave their name, obviously it says Morris 
here on the ship's manifest that the immigration officer said they could 
not have the name Morris in this country, that Morris was only a first 
name, not a last name in the United States. So their name, he changed 
to Cohen. He gave them the name Cohen because my grandfather was 
a Cohain, * which is the priestly tribe of the lost tribes of Israel and that. 
was their greeting to the United States of America. They lost their 
name. They went to live on the Lower East Side where my grandfather 
was a tailor, and I know that my mother never finished high school, 
that, as people did in those days, she went to work for the support of the 
family. My grandfather died very young, which again, I think is not 
that atypical of the times. People probably had very poor health care 
and lived in substandard conditions, as they did, on the Lower East 
Side. So there was my mother and my aunts, they were all going to 
work at an early age rather than being educated. 

My father, came to this country from a small community called 
Drohiczyn, which was in an area today called Belarus. And what my 
father in the few times that they would ever talk about it, my father 
would say that it some days was Poland, some days was Russia, and 
some days was Germany depending on which troops were occupying 
where they were. I think he got the name Smith because his father was 
a blacksmith, I think that's how that happened. But, Anne, I have the 
page open to my father, Ben Smith. My father, unlike my mother, my 
father left, probably on his own, or maybe with one of his brothers, he 
left. He came to this country illegally, and the reason I'm able to piece 
some of this together is that I know that my father spent several years 
in Cuba and we have a photograph here, 1925, which is Havana, Cuba. 
My father was selling ties in Havana, and so, he would never tell the 
story. Somehow, I did get out the fact that he came illegally to this 
country, was deported to Cuba, which means that he must have arrived 
through Cuba. I know many Jewish people came to the United States 
legally through Cuba. It was obviously a way to get into the United 
States. My father must have heard about it and come that way. So I 
say it's very hard for me to put together the story, my father's story 
about arriving from Europe, but obviously, neither for my mother nor 
my father were the European years anything of happiness. I mean, I 
don't consider myself Polish because it was a land from which, in 
effect, my parents were driven by poverty and discrimination and just 
an inability to make a good life. 

* Lately I have been told of the absurdity of this story: There were many "Morrises" in American history. The 
immigration officer simply wanted to mark them as Jews. 
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Now, what exactly was the year my father came to the United States? 
We know in 1925 he was in Cuba because the back of the postcard that 
I have with him selling ties was 1925. I was born in 1938. I believe 
my father spent several years in Cuba before he attempted to come 
back to the United States. It was definitely the 1930s when he came to 
the United States. And I have to tell you, almost everything I learned 
about my parents' background, I learned in the course of trying to get 
their naturalization papers. They both were naturalized in the year 
1945. 

Anne Reddy: Let me stop you for a second. How did your parents meet? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye Well, my father, I think for health reasons went up to Sullivan County, 
and again, I'm just filling in a lot of gaps. But he and two of his 
brothers ... there was his brother Nathan, and his brother Velvel, which 
is roughly William. Somehow the three of them collected up in 
Sullivan County, and I think somebody, and I think it was my father, 
was probably diagnosed with some kind of tuberculosis or some sort of 
lung ailment so that they headed for the Catskill mountains. That was 
supposed to be a healthy place, and they had a farm outside of 
Monticello, Maplewood, New York. 

Anne Reddy: The three brothers together? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: The three brothers. They called it Smith Brothers' Farm. 

Anne Reddy: Okay, and except that their father was not here? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: No, no, so far as I know, my father's family was exterminated in the 
Holocaust, and I have one specific piece of evidence which is in this 
scrapbook. Certainly, his mother and father. There were four of them 
here in the United States, but it was a very large family because their 
father had married a couple of times, and nobody else got out of 
Europe. I do have one picture, a picture of a young man with a little 
girl. I never knew who it was. It was always in the drawer. And then I 
learned from my cousin that it was another brother, Yudl was his name, 
he apparently came illegally also but he was deported back to Europe 
where he died in the Holocaust, which is what I was informed and I've 
written that in my scrapbook. But my father, and his two brothers were 
on the farm. Velvel, was apparently gored by a cow and he died on the 
farm and that left my brother, I'm sorry, my father and his brother 
Nathan. They were the two brothers. Here's my father and, oh, this is 
Velvel. 

Anne Reddy: So the accident with his brother happened he was very young? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Oh yes, very young. I figured, and again birthdays were something 
nobody ever talked about. You know, in all my growing up years I 
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remember having a first birthday, because I've seen photographs and I 
remember having a fifteenth birthday party because some friends 
surprised me and gave it to me. We never did birthdays. Birthdays 
were not a big tradition in our family. I married into a family where 
birthdays were huge, but birthdays were not anything anybody in my 
family celebrated. I did figure out that my father must have been born 
in 1907 and must have come to this country in the 30s. I would say, 
maybe thirty-five, maybe 1935. Because I've told you he was deported 
once. I think actually he was deported twice. So I can understand why 
he would never talk about these things, and the reason I think he was 
deported twice is when I got his naturalization papers, the country of 
last residence is not Cuba. The country of last residence is Panama. 
Panama City, Panama. When you put my mother's naturalization 
papers and my father's naturalization papers side by side you find a lot 
of differences, like the place where they were married ... the date. 
You know, it's just a, it was a different era. But the story that they told 
and the story I heard is that my father was discovered as an illegal 
alien, living on a farm in Maplewood, and because. by that time he had 
a child, an American child, and he was a farmer during war years he 
was allowed to stay and become a naturalized citizen. 

But for all of this, you ask me how my parents met. My father was on 
this farm in a very rural part of Sullivan County, called Maplewood, 
and I think they had some summer visitors, what we call bungalows. In 
addition to having cows and chickens and vegetables, which sustained 
them all during the winter, in the summer they would rent out 
bungalows, and they had what in Yiddish we call a kocolain [spelling], 
which is a common kitchen. I think somehow somebody there fixed 
them up, my mother and my father. 

Anne Reddy: So she was visiting with her sister? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Probably. That's the story, that they met ... my mother somehow got 
to·the farm. 

Anne Reddy: And her mother was still alive? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Yes, oh yes, my grandmother is the only grandparent I ever had. My 
father's mother and father never made it out of Drohiczyn and my 
grandfather, while he came to the United States, my grandfather on my 
mother's side, he died at a very early age. I have a picture of him here 
too. 

Anne Reddy: How old were his daughters when he died? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Oh, they were all young, very young and I say they all went to work as 
soon as anybody could. 
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I never knew anybody's age, anyway. Everybody lied about their ages 
and the reason I understand that they lied about their ages was so they 
could go to work as soon as they were tall enough. Maybe that's why 
birthdays for us were always non-events. 

Anne Reddy: What kind of work did they do? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Not much. I don't know even where they worked. One aunt became 
kind of a bookkeeper, but everybody else, I have not idea what they 
did. I say we never, never talked about any of this. But there is one 
little interesting footnote and that is that people who came to the 
bungalow colony, to the bungalows in the summer, they tended to be 
what we called landsmen. They were people from the old country, so I 
did meet some, some of them too, but it's not as if, again, we never sat 
around talking about this. And on my father's side, my father grew up 
in the same little community, Drohiczyn, as Ralph Lauren's mother and 
father. So they used to spend summers up there all the time, and that 
was kind of the European connection, but it was never a point of pride. 
I was on the farm from the time I was born, which was August of 193 8, 
until six years later, September of 1944, that we moved into town. 

Anne Reddy: Into Monticello? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: We moved into Monticello, right. My parents sold the farm. While it 
was called Smith Brothers Farm, it was basically my father who was 
there. My uncle Nathan settled in the city with his family, although 
they spent a lot of time with us, up at the farm. 

Anne Reddy: So your parents met probably in the 30s? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Yes, I would say the mid 30s. Right, right. 

Anne Reddy: And then they had you in 193 8? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: August of 1938, so they must have met in '36, '37, you know, not a 
long time passed. 

Anne Reddy: Right. And then they had another, they had your brother? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Then my brother was born four years after I was born. 
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Anne Reddy: Okay. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: We were still on the farm. We were on th~ farm until I was six years 
old, and apparently while we were on the farm, and we would have 
these summer people, they were all people from this, probably my 
mother's community. I think, however, it started, it was basically my 
mother's community that came to the bungalows in Maplewood. 

Anne Reddy: They came for the summer? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: They would come for the summer. The husbands would work in the 
City, most of them in the garment trade. They would work in the City, 
and would come up on Friday nights. Other than that it would be the 
wives and the children who would be up there during the week on the 
farm. I remember, you know, like blueberry picking was very big. 

Anne Reddy: So you have memories of the farm? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I remember the farm, a little bit. I'm showing a Anne a photograph, 
this was my mother's sister and these were her sisters-in-law so, and 
they all came from that same community in Poland called Stavisk, 
which I say, I just don't consider myself being Polish, because it was 
not a happy time. This is totally off the point, and it doesn't belong in 
my history, but I got into a discussion the other day with someone in 
our synagogue as to whether or not Cardozo was the first Hispanic 
judge. And she was saying that when you're driven out of a country, as 
the Jews were driven out of Spain and Portugal, you don't really feel 
like, you don't feel Polish and you don't feel Hispanic when you're 
driven out of there, that's not your principal identity. 

Anne Reddy: Right. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Although my brother did go back to look, I never had the desire to do 
that. He brought some photographs of mass graves, but I have never 
considered that my homeland. My homeland is the United States of 
America. 

Anne Reddy: Did your parents go back? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Never, oh goodness, and you wouldn't find more ferocious patriots 
than my parents. They were really, 100% Americans and, here's 
the ... what I have put together of my brother's, my brother's trip back 
to Poland and photographs of the mass grayes where my brother notes 
or noted to me that undoubtedly our family is there. But certainly you 
don't look upon this with pride and pleasure. 

Anne Reddy: What were your parents like in terms of socially and politically, and 
what kind of a, how would you describe them contextually in terms of 
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their social politics? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: They were always extremely hardworking people on the farm. The 
farm years may well have been my dad's favorite years. He was a man 
of the soil. He loved the farm. I remember him with, we didn't have a 
staff at the farm. He was it and that was how we supported ourselves, 
except for the two months of the summer, July and August. So that 
was hard work and my mother was working right alongside him. I 
know more about them from later years, from the store. 

Anne Reddy: In town? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Yes, the store. We had, the first store was called Smith's General Dry 
Goods Store on Broadway and Monticello, and that became ultimately 
Smith's Apparel, which was a ladies' clothing store. I have a lot of 
memories of the farm. I have pictures of it in my mind, but after the 
farm years we, oh, I should say, I started school. I started school at a 
one-room schoolhouse in Maplewood. My father drove me there every 
morning in a pickup truck and picked me up at the end of the day and I 
think probably ... I've told you my father most loved his farm years. 
Of my school years, those were the most transformative years of my 
entire life. I was in a one-room schoplhouse. 

Anne Reddy: How many years? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Just one year. I entered in September of 1943 and I left for the 
Monticello Public School system, in September of 1944. I entered 
school in Maplewood when I was five years old. When I left a year 
later, I was tested and I placed in the third grade. So something 
happened that year that was miraculous, right? At the age of six, 
clearly I was reading at third grade level and doing everything else at 
third grade level. In the Monticello school system they had like 3-A, if 
you were a good student and they had 3-B, I hate that, if you were a not 
good student. And I remember they put me in 3-B because they were 
scared, but that was the last time I was in the B class.· I went into 4-A, 
and I stayed in the A part. But you could understand that they would 
be nervous about putting a six-year-old into the third grade. But they 
did it, they did it. And all of that I owe to the one-room schoolhouse in 
Maplewood, New York, which was the transformative year. 
Absolutely the transformative year. 

Anne Reddy: So how long were you at the school in Monticello? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I graduated from the Monticello High School. 

Anne Reddy: Oh. Okay. 

7 



Judge Judith S. Kaye: Yes. You asked me about my parents, what kind of people they were, 
what sort of people and I've told you the principal thing, that they were 
extremely hardworking people and that was true for the store too. 
When you consider my father's background, you know being a recent, 
still a recent immigrant to this country, what did he know about ladies 
clothing? He did all the shopping for the store and the one picture I 
have of my father in my mind is always reading the newspaper. Loved 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. I say he was a great patriot, a great lover 
of the United States. But my parents just worked ferociously. 

Anne Reddy: Did you have any leisure time? What did you do? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well, life was centered on the store. 

Anne Reddy: As a family? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: As a family we took one vacation in all my growing up years. We went 
once, we went to Atlantic City. That was it. That was the one 
vacation. My grandmother and two of my aunts lived in New York 
City, so frequently on Sundays we would drive into New York City, go 
to the Lower East Side, this is when it was still a general dry goods 
store, we would go to the Lower East Side and buy for the store, stock 
up the car. My brother always threw-up on me in the car, and then we 
would visit my grandmother and my aunts and come back to 
Monticello. That was life. It was very, what is the word? Rigorous? 

Anne Reddy: But you remember your father reading the newspaper a lot? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Constantly. 

Anne Reddy: Did he read out loud to your family at all? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: My father always had quite a heavy Jewish accent all his life. 

Anne Reddy: Did he go to school at all in the United States? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: No, he never, neither of my parents finished high school, but they were 
firm believers, I mean, that was a number one priority. Absolutely. 
Get an education. You have to get an education to get to succeed. 

Anne Reddy: How did you learn to read before ... ? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I don't know. I have to think what happened was that there were all 
those summer people, and I have to think that I was, I see there's a 
picture of me in a playpen somewhere, and I have to think that I was in 
a playpen and people would come by and play with me. That's the 
only thing I can imagine. But, I really credit those summer people with 
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getting me through that incredible year and ... 

Anne Reddy: Those early years on the farm obviously had quite an impact. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Absolutely, they did. You know, just last night I was at a program and 
a woman was speaking about being adopted and finding her biological 
family after a lifetime quest, and how she could almost feel a physical 
change in her brain, and I feel that way about the farm. I really do. I 
feel the farm was, and that those years were, they were very precious 
years. My brother and I each have gone back unbeknownst to one 
another, we each went back to look at the farm and it's now got a lot of 
structures on it. It's now a real bungalow colony so there's no thought 
that I would ever buy it or go back to live on it or anything like that, but 
the farm to me is, you know, just a very special few years of my life. 

Anne Reddy: So a few years back, this is jumping forward quite a bit, speaking about 
the farm, I think they had a ceremony honoring your family and they 
installed a plaque where the farm was. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Right. They did that. This was the community of Monticello, Sullivan 
County where I grew up and as I said stayed there until I went to 
college. My parents continued to stay there and I told you I separated 
my family album into "Part One - Building the American Dream" and 
"Part Two - Celebrating the American Dream." And that's certainly 
the celebration part. A couple of years ago. 

Anne Reddy: May. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: It was 2007. So just two years ago the community and really 
Monticello, they wanted to put up a plaque at the site of the family 
farm, which is what they did. And we all went up and it was just an 
absolutely great day. 

Anne Reddy: Do you want to read it? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: The plaque says, it's a road sign that stands in front of the farm. It 
says, "Benjamin Smith and his brothers, WillieN elvel and Nathan 
established Smith Brothers' Farm on this site in the 1930s after fleeing 
poverty and discrimination in what is now Drohiczyn, Poland. 
Benjamin and his wife, Lena, born in Stavisk, Poland, made this their 
home until 1944 when they moved into Monticello with their children, 
Judith and Allen. Judith, a lawyer, in 1983 became a judge of the Court 
of Appeals, New York's highest court and in 1993, became Chief Judge 
of the State of New York. Allen, a musician, became Vice President of 
Sony Music Corporation." Should have said Executive or Senior Vice 
President. "And for Ben and Lena, their children's achievements were 
the American dream come true." Absolutely, absolutely so. 
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Anne Reddy: So now we fast-forwarded. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Okay. 

Anne Reddy: At least we can close a little bit of the chapter on the farm. And there's 
also a sign there that says "Welcome home, Judith" ... 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Oh, yes. 

Anne Reddy: ... "and Allen." 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: These were some of my high school classmates who greeted me. That 
was Allen Cooper and his wife Sybil, and this was Sarah Rudd and this 
was Selene Levin-Kushner. Those were their names. It was just an 
incredible day because the school turned out. I mean, it was just one of 
the delightful things about growing up in a small town. 

Anne Reddy: I think I remember you telling me they surprised you with something. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: They did. They did. Well, they surprised me with a lot of things. 
They had the high school chorus, they had a bagpipe player, they had, 
they just pulled out all the stops. It was amazing. And then of all 
things, they gave me the bell from that one-room school house. The 
bell that was used by the teacher every day to open the day. I have a 
vision of her holding this in her right hand and ringing the school bell 
to start the day and here it is. Here it is. 

Anne Reddy: It's amazing. It's beautiful. What did they write? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: "Dear Judi, passing this on to you. The school bell from your first 
elementary school." 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Unfortunately, that schoolhouse was torn down. I think I have a picture 
of it somewhere, but I, I see it in my mind. Pretty terrific. 

Anne Reddy: All right, so is there anything else about your high school years that 
sticks out? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: High school years. What sticks out about high school years? 

Anne Reddy: Working, did you work? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Did I work? I worked in the store from the time I was tall enough to 
reach the top of the counter and probably I was ten years old since I've 
always been excruciatingly tall and I always worked in the store. Now, 
this size business, it really worked in my favor because I was two years 
ahead. So, to be so much taller than everybody else really was a great 
benefit. There was one teacher who used to call me the baby, 
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insultingly- the math teacher, which is why I'm so dreadful in math. 
But otherwise, I could pass for being a contemporary of people two 
years older than I was. The store was very, very busy from really the 
end of June, the 4th of July until Labor Day. (I can always tell when I 
try to enter a store as it's closing and people don't let me in, I know it's 
not the owner at the store because we never closed anybody out 
whatever the hour, either early in the morning or late at night.) The 
store was opened in the summer six and a half days a week and it was 
opened until like 11 p.m. or 10 p.m., yes, because people would come 
for the summer. It was a great summer resort, and people would come 
from the hotels and from the bungalows. They'd come into town like 
on Saturday night and Friday night. Well, I'm not so sure about 
Fridays, but the store stayed opened. Anybody who wanted to come in, 
came in. So, it was busy and we had a house that was right behind the 
store. We were in the store all the time. 

Anne Reddy: I want to ask you about college years, but I'm just wondering how, did 
religion play any factor in your childhood years? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Religion, let's see. We were Jewish and always belonged to a 
synagogue, an orthodox synagogue where the women sat upstairs and 
the men sat downstairs. I don't remember it. When I married Stephen, 
his religion was a source of joy and scholarship for him and less of a 
burden. As far as I'm concerned, I just remember the burdens of being 
Jewish, meaning that I couldn't knit on Saturday. Although we 
worked, I worked in the store, knitting was prohibited. You know, too 
frivolous, but I just remember negative things. It was a kosher 
household, so if we picked up the wrong fork or something, then, you 
know, it would be buried in the backyard. I just remember negative 
things. I don't remember really joyous things. With Stephen it was 
entirely different to be Jewish. 

But the community in which I lived, Monticello, was very Jewish in the 
Summer and very Christian the other ten months. I had a lot of Jewish 
friends. I went to Hebrew school and one of the great memories of my 
life is that when I started Hebrew school, the Rabbi asked what our 
favorite holiday was. I remember the boy next to me, Mel Greenfield -
he died a couple of years ago -- he said, say Christmas. And I thought 
about it for a minute, and I thought, I do like Christmas, so I said 
Christmas. After that, I never listened to anybody again. That was a 
watershed experience. But I did Hebrew school - we did the holidays. 
I remember sitting upstairs with my mother. Yorn Kippur all the ladies 
always talked about food. The emphasis on Yorn Kippur, which was a 
fast day, was food. Food and recipes. I had a very nice growing up; I 
hope the picture is a positive one. I mean it to be. 
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Anne Reddy: Well, looking at it, the picture of Smiths Apparel, which is the 
successor to Smiths General Dry Goods, which is still there? Or no? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well, Smiths General Dry Goods Store went by the boards even when I 
was there; it became a shoe store and several other things. Smiths 
Apparel became a children's clothing store after my father left. My 
father left there after my mother died; he went to live in Newburgh. 
But what I remember, recently, about going into Smiths Apparel, 282 
Broadway, is that I walked in and I said to the man there, "This was my 
parents' store and I am here to reclaim it." And he said, "Take it" 
because Monticello - it has gotten pretty run down over the years since 
I left there. But what you are looking at is a parade, and of course, 
that's how I grew up. On Halloween, Veterans Day, on Memorial Day; 
you know, all the great holidays, there were parades and they were 
usually for almost my entire years there, led by Judge Cooke. You 
know, to think that I grew up with Judge Cooke, as the great hero, and 
then I wound up serving with him on the court. It is just really 
remarkable. Remarkable. 

Anne Reddy: Looks like a slice of small town America. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Yes. Exactly. It was exactly that. It was a nice community to grow up 
in; regrettably today when I visit I see much more poverty. When I was 
finishing high school, maybe already in college there was some effort 
to have a community college there, which would have been nice. But 
instead it turned out to be the racetrack. That never contributed to 
anything good about the town; just dragged it down. The hotels of 
course - that's a story too, like the Concord and Grossingers and all 
those places. Out of business and closed, so the community is really, I 
think, quite sad today. But it's home, it's home. 

Anne Reddy: So while you were living there and growing up there and enjoying it 
there, did it also make you start thinking bigger? Did you start thinking 
out of the town? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: It started me thinking bigger in the sense that I knew that I had to get 
out of there. I did not intend to make my life in Monticello. Anywhere 
but. 

Anne Reddy: And when did you start; how did you kind of plan that activity? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well, college was the exit- that was a graceful and natural exit._ And 
here I was, just 15, when I finished high school. I was the editor-in
chief of the high school newspaper. I always loved to write; I loved 
debating; I loved writing. What happened, I told you, about the A and 
the B classes and all through growing up. There was another 
demarcation by the time I got to high school and that was Dr. Gay ... 
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Stewart Irwin Gay. He taught Latin. He had a home room and he was 
the coach for the debate team. So if somehow you got into his orbit 
that was it. Forget everything else. And I was in his homeroom group. 
Debating was my major activity and the newspaper and I still had four 
years of Latin. I loved Latin; loved it and loved Spanish too. I think 
part of that is because my parents, when they didn't want us to 
understand what they were talking about, would speak Yiddish. So 
from a very early age I learned how to speak Yiddish, spent a lot of 
time with my grandmother, who was Yiddish-speaking. 

Anne Reddy: Did she speak English or just Yiddish? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: She spoke some English but mostly spoke Yiddish, so I think it 
developed a language skill for me. I loved Latin and I took Latin and 
Spanish, which was a little unusual in high school and I was in Dr. 
Gay's orbit so I debated a lot. A lot of my high school classmates did 
not go to college. Then the next larger group would go to a state 
university -- what we called state teachers college at the time. 

Anne Reddy: Both men and women? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Men and women, yes. I think probably because there was no tuition -
this was not a wealthy community. So I knew that I would go to 
college and that I would not go to state university. Barnard was very 
attractive to me because of the Columbia Journalism school. They had 
a program for high school editors, which is how I first learned about 
Barnard. Nobody from Monticello had gone there. And it was in New 
York City. All of those things were suddenly very attractive to me. 
And after state university my high school classmates, where there was 
some money, they would go to Cornell or to Syracuse. 

Anne Reddy: They went north. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Those are the two schools where my classmates who went to college 
went. I certainly applied to both and to Barnard. I was accepted at 
Syracuse and I think I accepted Syracuse. I think I even had a dorm 
room and all assigned to me. I was wait-listed at Cornell; I never got 
into Cornell and for some reason that I can't honestly recall I just 
withdrew at Syracuse and decided I would go to Barnard. I don't 
know ... it was the attraction of the city; it was the attraction of 
Columbia; probably my parents didn't want me to do that. That must 
have been part of the attraction too. 

Anne Reddy: Barnard was obviously a women's college. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: A women's college. 
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Anne Reddy: Was that the decision? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: No, it was totally uninformed; completely uninformed and it just had to 
be because other people were going to one place and not going to the 
other place. A perverseness, I think, was the only explanation. 

Anne Reddy: About the journalism interests? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well I thought it was good it was good to be close to Columbia 
Journalism school. Today I can't rationalize it but being in the city and 
all, you know, was really scary for my parents that I was coming to 
New York City. Now my grandmother lived in the Bronx with her two 
daughters. And the condition at the time was that I live with my 
grandmother, that I not live in a dormitory. And so I did that. I 
withdrew all the Syracuse things and I came to Barnard. 

Anne Reddy: And what year did you start at Barnard? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I started at Barnard in the year 1954. I think just to cover other high 
school kinds of things, I think of the senior prom. When I think of the 
senior prom the one thing I remember, which is so dear about my 
father. My father did all the shopping for the store Smiths Ladies 
Apparel. 

Anne Reddy: Did he sell prom dresses? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: No. So my father who was this immigrant to this country, farmer 
person, did all the shopping for the store. He brought me a prom dress; 
it's so beautiful. How did he do that? How did he just buy it? And 
another thing I remember is that I was never allowed to buy anything 
retail because we had the store. So it made me the ultimate shopper 
when I could break out of that and buy retail. Anyway, we were 
transitioning into Barnard College which is another kind of retail 
incident because I worked in the store all the time and I took things 
from the store. And my parents were very generous. I never received a 
salary but when I went to college I just got a checkbook and I sort of 
lived the rest of my life that way. Whenever I wrote a check the bank 
called my parents up in Monticello and they put money into the bank 
which is a great way to grow up financially, right? But anyway ... 

Anne Reddy: So did your parents save money for college for you? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: It was never questioned; we had a very modest life. No vacations ever 
except for the one I told you about. Very store oriented. Can't 
remember ever going out to dinner; but there was never any question. 
Wherever I wanted to go to college; I never thought about that. They 
never said to me that there was any financial limitation or that I should 
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get scholarship aid or anything. They paid for it. 

Anne Reddy: So you moved in with your grandmother. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: So they said the condition was that I not live in the dormitory. 
However, I was going to tell you a story. I told you I never had 
birthdays and I would just take things from the store and especially on 
my birthday - but I took something every other day anyway so it never 
made any difference. But when I was preparing to go to college there 
was this really beautiful robe that I think brides would wear. It had big 
rhinestone buttons and huge puffy sleeves; it was so beautiful and I just 
loved it. My parents said if it was still there when I went to college I 
could have it. I went to freshman orientation at the dormitory at 
Barnard and I wore that, which was the last time I ever bought a nice 
-piece oflingerie. It was humiliating; utterly humiliating. You don't go 
into a woman's dormitory with anything that looks like that; you go in 
with torn, old, flannel, ugly things, right? 

I remember also being given a personality test called the Rorschach test 
at Barnard. Non-competitive test and I remember sitting next to a 
woman entering the class who had what I always coveted, which was 
this absolutely straight waist length hair; that all you do is part it down 
the center, since mine fizzes up to one inch on my head. And they 
showed something on the screen which I recognized immediately as a 
rooster. I looked at her paper; she had written Dante's Inferno. So that 
was what I faced going from Monticello, New York to Barnard 
College, age 16. That was a huge, huge transition. 

Anne Reddy: Was it daunting? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: It was more than ... what is a worse word than daunting? I thought I'd 
never make it. I lived with my grandmother in the Bronx which if you 
think about it today, that instead of having your young daughter live at 
he dormitory you would have her commute on the subway way up to 
the Bronx every day and night come home at night and all that. I did 
that for a year. And my first semester at Barnard College I knew I . 
would do a language and the choice was either Latin or Spanish. I 
loved them both. I decided to go with Spanish instead of Latin. 

And also for some reason that is just utterly ludicrous, the freshman 
advisor allowed me to sign up for a course in Philosophy. I didn't even 
know what that meant. I cannot imagine why they allowed me to do 
that and I was totally at sea. Totally totally totally. Had no idea what 
they were talking about. So the luckiest thing that ever happened to me 
in my entire life, apart from my fantastic marriage and my children and 
my grandchildren, was that as the exam time approached I got the 
mumps. I never would have passed. Never. I had no idea what was 
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going on in that Philosophy class. It was just. .. can you imagine? But I 
got the mumps and I missed all my exams that first semester. 
Fortunately Barnard allowed me to stay and make up the exams in the 
subsequent at least year or two years even. I made them up. 

Anne Reddy: So did the women get less intimidating or you just got more confident? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well some of both I'm sure. I mean the newspaper was a great entre 
for me because I joined the paper right at the beginning. I got to be the 
Editor in Chief of the Barnard newspaper. By then I was pretty savvy, 
right? And I decided to major in some combination of Spanish and 
history -- Latin American Civilizations they called it -- because the 
Spanish department at Barnard was a family of its own. It was just 
such a great group of people. So I did that intending to be a reporter in 
a Latin American country. I think if anybody asked me at that time 
what I would do, it would have been to go off to Peru, or I don't know, 
some place that really was frightening and make my life there, speak 
Spanish and write. 

Anne Reddy: At that time, to be a woman at Barnard, it sounds very empowering, 
even now, but at that time it was really somewhat of a different world. 
Did you have any perception of that when you thought about your 
career and what you wanted to do with your life? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: The boundaries were not as clear to me or I wouldn't have thought of 
doing something as foolish as being a newspaper reporter. And the fact 
that that world was so closed .. .I mean I think there is a consistent 
element of perverseness in my personality. What's unattainable is very 
attractive to me and obviously it's always been. But I didn't think of 
that at the time. I just thought "why not? I should have that. I should 
do that." And I had very good years at Barnard. 

Anne Reddy: Did you have mentors? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well the Spanish department, it was really a life. Like I took Flamenco 
dancing .. .I just can't even remember all of the great things we did. But 
being the Editor of the paper was so consuming. And I remember 
doing the absolutely outlandish thing of recommending the abolition of 
the compulsory meal plan. That shook everybody up. We had an 
editorial campaign to abolish the compulsory meal plan. That was very 
upsetting at Barnard College in the year 1958. 

Anne Reddy: And how did that end up? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I think they no longer have it. 

Anne Reddy: [chuckle] 
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Judge Judith S. Kaye: It ended up ... that was a lot of bad will. I remember you know just 
being talked to and all that, but that was encouraging to me. Oh and I 
was the campus correspondent at the Herald Tribune. 

Anne Reddy: Oh. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: And so I thought I'd be okay. I really did think I'd be okay. I guess I 
didn't think a lot about it. 

Anne Reddy: Were there women who were your professors at Barnard or was it 
mainly men? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Other.than the Spanish department, which had Mrs. Del Rio and Mrs. 
Garcia Lorca and there were some men too. See I remember being very 
close to the Spanish Department. I want to go back and ... one of the 
things I'm intending to do .. .I want to study piano, which I never have 
done, but I want to do that. I'm the only Jewish girl I know who 
doesn't play the piano. Never did play the piano because my brother 
became a musician. But I also want to re-open that, I know it's all 
closed up in my mind. I want to be fluent in Spanish. I want to go 
back to it. 

Anne Reddy: So that's actually what you remember as being one of your favorite 
experiences and interests from Barnard years? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well it's really the newspaper was really ... 

Anne Reddy: But the Spanish was a second to the newspaper? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Oh yes, the Spanish was way up high in my memory of Barnard 
College. 

Anne Reddy: What did you do for fun? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Oh well after that one year with my grandmother, I was allowed to live 
in the dormitory and coincidentally that summer my grandmother died. 
I never had to tell her that I was not going to live with her. I didn't 
know how I was going to do that. I knew I was not going to do that 
again. And the little reward I got, because I think I was basically 
always good you know. Certainly facially I was always good. But the 
little reward I got was that I did not have to live at the Barnard 
dormitory. If you were a transfer to Barnard, which I wasn't -- I started 
there -- but I was in effect, you couldn't go live in the Barnard 
dormitory. You had to live in Johnson Hall, which was the graduate 
school dormitory. So that was a little reward. The seventh floor and 
the eighth floor were for Barnard students, mostly transfer students. 
But it was much looser there than it was at the Barnard dormitory. And 
I remember, you use to have to, not that I was, I was good. I was 
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always good. 

Anne Reddy: Was it still women? Just women? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: What an interesting question. The seventh and eighth floor. . .I think we 
were all women at Johnson Hall. 

Anne Reddy: Because that was Barnard, but in the rest of the ... ? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I'm just thinking, now that you're asking. I think we were all women. 
I think so, but you had to sign out. And I remember one woman signed 
out when it said destination she wrote "moon." I remember her -
Judith Yellon-- and she got kicked out of the dormitory. 

Anne Reddy: Not for that I hope. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well, I think it was for that. But life was just much looser at Johnson 
Hall than at the Barnard College dormitory. 

Anne Reddy: And this was around 1957? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Yes. '56, '57, '58. I lived at the dormitory and I had a very very close 
friend, we were bosom buddies, named Jan Burroway. She's 
become ... she's a writer, she was a writer; she's from Arizona, from 
Tucson. We were just great friends. And then a friend named Louisa 
Rowell from Baltimore. But it was a much different culture at the 
Johnson Hall dormitory because there were graduates. There were law 
students there. It was all women now that I think of it. But it was all 
graduate women. And it just was a much different place than the 
undergraduate dormitory. 

Anne Reddy: Did you have any inkling that you might end up in the law at the time? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Oh never, never. Never crossed my mind at the time. No, absolutely 
not. I was going to be a journalist. There was just no question about it. 
I had the paper The Barnard Bulletin and The Herald Tribune. I used 
to go down there a couple of times a week. So I thought I was a 
natural, really when I gave it any thought. It wasn't until after 
graduation when I started looking for a job that I realized what an 
impossible idea it was. Nobody would hire me at all. 

Anne Reddy: And why was that? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I think a large part of it was my gender. You know just back then there 
obviously were Some women. I remember at the Herald Tribune there 
was Judith Krist. I remember her because when she had a baby they 
had a big sign in the newsroom: "It's a Boy for Judy." So there were 
some women, but very few. And I just wasn't one of them. And I 
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remember just travelling around in great despair unable to find a job. 
That was shocking to me. At the time then I was living with my aunt. 
By that time my grandmother had died. My aunt came to live in 
Manhattan and it was not a happy time. 

Anne Reddy: And you had decided, we'll kind of close this chapter for now, but you 
had decided then that you wanted to stay in Manhattan? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well I went other places too. I did, I think I travelled a lot of the 
Eastern seaboard. In fact one day I got an honorary degree, I think at 
Clarkson, some place way up north, and the publisher of the Watertown 
Daily News was a co-honoree with me. And I remember in my 
remarks, upbraiding him for not giving me a job offer in the year 1958. 
And poor man, he stood up in front of the whole crowd and said "it 
wasn't me, it was my father." 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: But there was no place that was welcoming. I remember even 
interviewing in Middletown, which was not that far from Monticello. 
So I think I would have taken a job pretty much anywhere, but nothing 
decent came along. Until finally in desperation I took a job with the 
Hudson Dispatch of Union City, New Jersey. Are we closing on that 
note? 

Anne Reddy: Please just tell a little bit about that job. We have to hear just a teaser 
for our next session. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well I got ... 

Anne Reddy: What you covered. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Not much. The best thing about that job was that the Hudson Dispatch 
of Union City, New Jersey was in the shadow of the burlesque theater 
and every day, I think the job was from 2 to 11 or something like that. 
I was the social reporter and every day I took the bus from Port 
Authority over. And I got off the bus at the burlesque theater. People 
thought I was going to work at the burlesque theater. It was just the 
nicest thing about that job. Period. 

Anne Reddy: All right. This will conclude our first session. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Thank you. 

19 



ORAL HISTORY OF 

JUDITH S. KAYE 

WOMEN TRAILBLAZERS IN THE LAW 
SENIOR LAWYERS DIVISION, AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 

TAKEN BY ANN REDDY 

DECEMBER 2, 2010 



Judge Judith S. Kaye: We're starting with the Hudson Dispatch of Union City, New Jersey, 
which is the only newspaper that would hire me back in the year 1958. 
I thought I had it made in the world of journalism, but much to my 
chagrin I found that I couldn't get any job at all. It was not a 
particularly welcoming environment for women. Again those are still 
tough jobs for everybody to this day. But I did get a job at the Hudson 
Dispatch of Union City, New Jersey as a reporter on the social page, 
which meant weddings and church socials and women's club meetings. 
To this day, 52 years later, I remember the Club Collect that would start 
everyone of these women's clubs meetings: "Please, God, keep us from 
pettiness. Let us be large in thought, word and in deed." They never 
did attain that objective. 

But that got very grim, very quickly. It was not what I envisioned for 
myself. The two terrible things were I didn't really enjoy the work and 
I saw absolutely no prospect of moving to the news side. I think I 
encountered Tony Lewis at the time, maybe his writings or just finding 
out about him. He had attended the Yale Law School. He didn't do a 
whole graduate program at the Law School, but he did take a year or so 
at Yale and it enabled him to do this magnificent Supreme Court 
reporting and you know, he's such a superstar. So I began to think 
about law school. My parents were devastated, shocked and horrified. 

Anne Reddy: Just give this a year, a context. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well I guess we're probably into 1959. 

Anne Reddy: How long were you at the Hudson Dispatch? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Not very long. But my plan was to find a job and to go law school at 
night. At the time, New York University had a night law school 
program which regrettably was abolished soon after. I thought it drew 
such a great group of people to law school who wouldn't or couldn't 
otherwise have come. Lots of engineers and accountants and cops. It's 
just a shame that New York University didn't continue that program. 
But I entered in the fall of 1959 so that was all within one year that I 
had decided that I would get a different job in the daytime that didn't 
involve a commute to Union City. I believe the hours were afternoon 
to the early evening, late evening. I got a regular job so I could go to 
law school at night. I got a job with a feature syndicate called General 
Features at 250 Park Avenue. Pretty remarkable since my judicial 
Chambers for 25 years were at 230 Park Avenue right across the street. 
I was copy editor at General Features, which is my first real experience 
as a copy editor. You know that is always so close to my heart. The 
thing that I loved most to edit were my own writings - and I could edit 
them forever. In fact, the other day I published a book review in the 
New York Law Journal. I sent it off on Monday and on Tuesday 



morning rewrote it and sent a note to the editor telling her that I wanted 
to rewrite, that there is not a single one of my opinions that I wouldn't 
take and rewrite. She said that is why we put it in type and we are 
running it tomorrow. But, anyway, I enjoyed my time at General 
Features, and I started law school at night. We were very, very few 
women at the time. 

Anne Reddy: How many, do you know? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I just remember we were about 10 in the graduating class of 300. I 
can't remember how many we started with. Surely, we started with 
more because I can offhand remember two friends to this day who were 
in my first year night law school class who did not continue. But by 
the time I graduated in August 1962 ( after transfer into the day 
division, I think in my second year), I went every summer so I could 
finish in three years. I remember we were about 10 out of 300 in the 
graduating class. I graduated in the class of 1962 officially, but it was 
August so I didn't take the bar exam until later and was admitted to the 
bar in 1963. 

Anne Reddy: How did they expect you to be one of 10 women in the class of 300 
graduating, 900 students, around there? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well, you know, I was reading something interesting recently, a lecture 
that Elena Kagan gave in the year 2006 or 2007. I read it in the City 
Bar Record in connection with a piece I was doing on women in law. It 
was actually the Arps Lecture. Justice Kagan (at the time Dean) makes 
the observation that there had been surveys of women law students in 
the leading law schools. She mentioned Harvard, Yale, the University 
of Pennsylvania, Stanford and a couple of other places where uniformly 
the women report that they feel less able, less qualified, less confident 
than their male colleagues. In the year 2006 or 2007 I find that totally 
shocking. Do you think this remains true? 

Anne Reddy: It wasn't my experience to be honest. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well, take a look at the piece. But to answer your question about how I 
felt, I felt like I didn't belong. But I had an incredible surprise at the 
end of my first semester. Most of the courses that first year had exams 
at the end of the year - for example, contracts. 

Anne Reddy: One exam? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: One exam at the end of the year. But there was a course in civil 
procedure that had an exam at the midterm. I think it was my first 
exam. I believe we sat alphabetically because I remember the person 
who sat next to me, this man named Kurt Schaffer. He was an engineer 
who wanted to be a patent lawyer. I thought he was the smartest person 
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on Earth. He always had his hand up and knew the answer to 
everything. We had an anonymous grading system where you pick a 
number instead of writing your name on your exam paper. When the 
exam results came back - like, I got close to perfect and Kurt got like 
60 or something like that. Somehow in his mind - and in mine too -
came the idea that our papers and numbers got switched or something 
like that. One of the worst days of my life was the day Kurt went to 
look at the exam answers. And it was the correct exam. 

Anne Reddy: Probably a worse day for Kurt. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: The lesson of that day, which is a life lesson, is that this was a civil 
procedure course. The question was a contract law question. I was 
completely at sea in contract law and didn't have to take that exam until 
the end of the year. I wrote about civil procedure. Kurt wrote about 
contracts. He got the 60 and I got the final 98 or whatever it was. The 
lesson is this: always address the subject matter before you, not 
something else you happen to know better. So I was off and running at 
law school. I have to tell you , having gotten that grade really 
strengthened me and somehow in that year, I can't remember how far 
along, I began thinking of going to law school full time. I enjoyed 
myself at General Features; I liked copy editing. The range of things 
that I did was enormous. I edited the bridge column, never having 
played a day of bridge in my life, but I could tell if a certain number of 
cards were supposed to be in one place and if they weren't something 
was wrong and I could fix up sentences. There was a fashion column 
by a Mexican writer whose English was poor. I found that I really 
warmed to editing copy. I loved editing and I loved writing, so I had a 
good time at General Features. My parents were not too keen on my 
becoming a lawyer because nobody would marry me. In Monticello, 
people were not up to that yet, or down to that or whatever. But I 
began to think more seriously about moving into full time law school. I 
was able to get a scholarship and so it all came together. I believe it 
was the second semester of the second year that I began as a full time 
law student. And by the way, I did OK in contracts too. 

Anne Reddy: So the first year was testing the waters for you, perhaps? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I think so because I still did harbor the hope of becoming an 
international journalist. My interests have always been in writing. I do 
love writing and public affairs, government. Those subjects have 
always appealed to me; I thought they came together best in the world 
of journalism. But the world of journalism didn't think so, so I found 
law school very inviting. 

Anne Reddy: Was it a law school that had a lot of speaking? 
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Judge Judith S. Kaye: Yes and ... I can't believe I ever raised my hand. 

Anne Reddy: Women in general? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Yes, the women in general were not speakers. It was the men who 
spoke. I do remember we were in the tax class once, so this must have 
been the second year, the tax professor asking a question. He called on 
me and I gave the answer. He said what is the basis for your answer? 
And I said, just my common sense, and that worked. I didn't have to 
get to the Internal Revenue Code, but it took a long time to screw up 
my courage and feel that I really belonged there - obviously not too 
long because law school is only three years. My second summer in law 
school I got a job with a publishing company Matthew Bender. That 
was before the summer clerkships that are so common today, but I did 
manage to get a job for the summer working on their treatise on 
workers compensation. The one thing I remember - and again it wasn't 
editing - this time was some law research, but I remember one case of a 
forest ranger who was found dead in the back of his station wagon with 
a nude woman. The two of them had slept there overnight, and were 
asphyxiated. The question was whether he could get workers 
compensation. That was a good summer, my second year of law 
school. By then I was feeling much better about myself and about a 
career in the law, which of course came to a rapid end when I began 
looking for a job. By the way, I got on the Law Review. 

Anne Reddy: Did you do a quarterly Law Review? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I think again it was writing that got me on the Law Review because 
here I was a transfer from the night division to the day division. While 
my grades were pretty good still it was unusual for a woman. 

Anne Reddy: Were there other women on the Law Review, do you recall? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I would have to think since Roberta Karmel was in the class, she must 
have been on the Law Review and a couple of others. I remember the 
editor of the Law Review. His name was Bill Williams; he was at 
Sullivan and Cromwell. I don't know whether he still is. I remember 
his asking me in addition to looking at my transcript - I was an unusual 
case coming from the night law school - if I had any writings to show 
him. And by wonderful coincidence a note I had written in my first 
year on the Journalist Privilege, which obviously was great interest to 
me, had been published. So when he asked me that question I was able 
to open my briefcase and hand him a copy of this published article, the 
International Law Review, with very respectable reviews. I was 
advocating for a privilege for journalists which of course over the 
years, we have seen more of that. But that's how I got on the Law 
Review. I remember Bill Williams laughing when he saw that. I think 
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that secured me a spot on the Law Review. So there I was on the New 
York University Law Review, which was pretty good. Then the day · 
came when I graduated. 

Anne Reddy: One more question about law school before you move on. I wanted to 
ask you about professors and mentors. If you recall anything from 
those years, anybody who stood out for you as a mentor, even Kurt, one 
of your colleagues. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I remember two of my night law school buddies -two young men. We 
were pretty close, studying together and all. We kept that up even after 
I left them and went to the day division. Friends, yes; law school 
mentors, I just don't remember that at all. One person who I kept a 
close friendship with and it is remarkable since I would say I met him 
in the year 1960 was Norman Dorsen. I think it was his first year at the 
law school, so I got to know Norman. The reason I mention him in 
particular, of course, is that he is still there, and he became the head of 
the Civil Liberties Union and the Arthur Garfield Hayes professor and 
all that. He represented Gerald Gault in the Supreme Court of the 
United States in that famous case In re Gault. What a wonderful 
coincidence that when I delivered the Supreme Court Society lecture 
this year, June 7, 2010, I decided to do it on Gault, so I got to chat with 
Norman again and all those, how many years is it? Fifty some odd 
years, sort of disappeared. But no, I just don't remember having any 
particular mentors. 

Anne Reddy: Did you have any women professors? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: No, no. 

Anne Reddy: Or any women who are assistants, not TA's, teachers assistants. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I really just don't recall; I remember a few buddies again like Roberta 
and Eleanor Fox and Nancy Stagg- fellow students - but no women 
teachers or mentors. 

Anne Reddy: Do you remember noticing a significant lack of women? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: No, I didn't. It never occurred to me. And to tell you how dense I was 
at times, when the moment came and I began looking for jobs. My 
colleagues were out getting jobs and getting interviews and all, I wasn't 
getting any interviews. I remember, there was a woman in the 
placement office. She was not the head, she was the assistant, but I 
remember her saying, "It will be interesting to see how you do." That's 
a direct quote. I'm not sure interesting is the word that I would use in 
the year 1962. It was just an impossible situation. I know that's about 
the time Sandra Day O'Connor - maybe a year or two before me -
Ruth Bader Ginsburg came out of law school and they talked about 
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their experiences. Right at the top of their class. I was near the top of 
my class. I would get letters or calls back saying, "our quota of women 
is filled." That was something very commonly said, "our quota of 
women is filled." 

Anne Reddy: What were the quotas, do you know? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Probably zero, or one. Or once they had a woman and then that would 
do it forever. But in Trusts and Estates, there were some women. And 
I don't know whether it's the continuation of the theme of my life 
which I think of as perverseness. I think I've used that word before. I 
decided I wanted to be a litigator. Which must have been the worst 
thing to want to be as a woman. And I also decided that I wanted to be 
in one of those big law firms that it was really impossible to get into. I 
just remember the army of rejections. 

Anne Reddy: So you had already made the decision --

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I decided that that was what I would do. It seems to me that I was very 
interested in trademarks, copyrights, intellectual property because there 
was a fabulous professor and maybe I'll go back and reneg a bit on 
mentoring, because he was just extraordinary and he did reach out and 
make me feel like I was part of a special group and his name was 
Walter Derenberg. And so I became very interested in that. In fact, I 
did my law review note, the copy of which is published in the NYU 
Law Review, on the copyright misuse doctrine. I don't know how it 
reads this day, so I never tell people about it. It's published under my 
maiden name, Judith A. Smith. And now I've done it. But I was 
tremendously interested in that field, so I know that I applied for a job 
with the Federal Trade Commission, and I did get an offer. But I was 
intent on being with one of those really huge New York City law firms 
that kept rejecting me. And the more that they rejected me, the more I 
felt I belonged there and should go there. As a litigator. 

Anne Reddy: What was the social and political climate at that time? And do you 
think it affected - how did it affect you? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well, I call it density. What is it? Ignorance? Lack of awareness, 
consciousness? I think it was probably the prevailing culture but 
fortunately there were many women who saw the wrongs and set out to 
right them. I was not one of them. I thought it was okay for people to 
say, "our quota of women is filled." But there did come a point, Anne, 
where the line was crossed even for me. And that is, I had only the 
FTC job offer. I saiµ I had the dream of the big law firm and this one 
firm that invited me twice, it was called Casey, Lane & Mittendorf. 
They're no longer arourid. They actually had a woman at the firm, 
Christine Beshar, who subsequently went to Cravath and became a 
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Judge Judith S. Kaye: 

Anne Reddy: 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: 

Anne Reddy: 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: 

Anne Reddy: 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: 

partner. I think she shared an office with her husband, Robert, who 
was a partner at the firm. But they invited me back a second time and 
the person who saw me the second time is now a very distinguished 
federal judge, Robert Sweet. To be invited back, that was clearly a 
signal of some sort. But he began talking to me by saying, "My 
partners are compelling me to make this offer to you, which I most 
strongly urge you to reject." That got me to the edge of my seat. At 
the time, I think the going rate was $7200 a year, so they very much 
wanted me to come to their firm, and were offering me a position, but 
at a lower rate than the men, $6500. That offer, I did reject. I saw just 
how wrong this was. 

Did that make you aware? Do you recall --

I recall feeling - I recall feeling that I didn't have to think twice about 
that. That that was just highly offensive. But I was still putting up 
with the general culture, which is, don't bother coming to see us, our 
quota of women is filled. But very fortunately, right after that, maybe 
even- no, it couldn't have been the same day, but right after that, I got 
an interview at Sullivan & Cromwell. This was the first time I went to 
Sullivan & Cromwell and, my goodness, they made me a job offer. 
That was just totally staggering. 

Did they interview you and then make you a job offer -

Yes. 

-- later? 

No, they made me a job offer right then and there. 

Right then and there? 

Yes. 

What was the interview process like at that time? 

I remember seeing a couple of people and it ended with the managing 
partner, who's name was John, and I forget his last name, but I don't 
know what overcame me. He made me the job offer and I said, "I'd 
like to think about it." I've since retold that story to someone who said, 
"If somebody had said that to me, I would have said, 'Forget the job 
offer."' Needless to say, I called back and accepted that job offer and I 
forget his last name, but he was obviously very nice, because when I 
said, "I'd like to think about it," he said, "Fine, let us know as soon as 
you can." And at the time at Sullivan & Cromwell, I remember I was 
lawyer number 106 and they had two women --
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Anne Reddy: In the entire firm? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Yes. They had two women, Laurene Jorgensen and Shirley O'Neill, 
both in the Estates Department. Shirley O'Neill and I formed a little 
friendship with a third woman who was at the IRS, Marie Garibaldi, 
who went on the Supreme Court of the State of New Jersey. So we 
were awakening- but we had a long way to go. 

Anne Reddy: So when you accepted the job offer, were you still in law school? Was 
this after you graduated? Had you taken the bar exam? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: No. I was still in law school and I was to finish law school in August 
because of my transfer from the evening division. I finished in August 
and I started at Sullivan & Cromwell- the date September 4th sticks in 
my mind. But that was 1962, just shortly after I graduated. I remember 
it was the same day that Robert Macerate, who had been Counsel to · 
the Governor, returned to the firm of Sullivan & Cromwell. He had 
taken a little leave from Sullivan & Cromwell and went with the 
Governor. And the reason I especially remember it is not just because 
of my closeness to Bob MacCrate, talk about mentors, but the very first 
time my telephone rang at Sullivan & Cromwell it was Bob Macerate 
and he said, "Miss Smith, would you come to my office?" And with 
great trepidation, I picked up my pad and probably a pencil at the time 
and I went off to his office. And by the way, I was in an office of four 
at Sullivan & Cromwell. Three men and me. 

Anne Reddy: You were the only, and the first litigator? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I was not the first female litigator. But I was the only one at Sullivan & 
Cromwell at the time, yes. So I went off to Bob MacCrate's office. 
We showed up on the same - our first day was the same and I got to 
work on a case with Bob. And I say, he just so much stands out in my 
mind for any number of reasons, but maybe the memory I have - the 
strongest memory I have is of the two of us walking along Wall Street 
with our briefcases on the way to the offices of Carter, Ledyard where 
we were meeting the senior partner and the young associate, Lou 
Stanton, who became a United States District Judge.· And still is. But 
Bob very seriously said to me that he thought I would want to know his 
expectation of the meeting. He said, "Some people don't like their new 
associates to say anything. I don't feel that way. If you have 
something to say, please, feel free to speak up." That was so 
heartening. And I think of that very often to this day. I never do 
hesitate to speak up if I have something to say, but it was nice of Bob -
as each of us was trudging along Wall Street with our - I had my brand 
new briefcase which was a graduation present from my family - to 
receive words of encouragement like that. 
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Anne Reddy: So what were your early experiences like at Sullivan & Cromwell as a 
litigator and as a woman litigator in a world of mostly male litigators? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I guess my world at the beginning was very shaped by my three 
roommates. You know, it's nice to have your own office, but when 
you're in a new universe, to be that close to three other people, that 
made a little unit of friendship. We were all first-year associates. One 
of the four, John Cannon, remained on to become a partner. Retired 
recently. The second one left even before I did. He went back up to 
Duchess County, and he's been practicing up there. But we were a 
tight little group. The fact that there were four people in a not very 
large office with people talking on the phone all the time, I knew 
everything about all of them. I knew all their personal details .. And 
then there were other four-person offices along the way. And so there 
was a kind of chumminess that developed among us. But I have a very 
good memory of my time at Sullivan & Cromwell which was just under 
two years. 

Anne Reddy: What was the work like for you? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well, I think the first case - not the one with Bob MacCrate was a 
securities law I O(b )5 case. And some day, I'd like to ask the firm how 
far back they keep their records. Because, in under IO pages, I 
summarized the entire law of Section I O(b )5 of the Securities Exchange 
Act of 1934. Everything. I also remember having a case about a 
chemical fertilizer plant that malfunctioned, which taught me every 
single detail of a correctly constructed and operating chemical fertilizer 
plant. And that is the great thrill of being a litigator. You get way into 
the business of your clients, as well as into the law. I really knew a lot 
about chemical fertilizer plants. 

Anne Reddy: Did you have any opportunities to take depositions or appear in court?* 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Yes. I guess I must have trudged along a couple of times. I certainly 
wrote a lot of briefs. I remember all nighters. Do they still do those? 

Anne Reddy: Yeah, but usually, I think, they're often at your own house. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I remember all nighters. In fact, I'm working on an arbitration now 
where one of my co-arbitrators was the person I met at Sullivan & 
Cromwell and worked with at Sullivan & Cromwell so the friendships 
are very deep and very lasting. They were good years. 

* I later remembered my utterly unforgettable court experiences - one (trial) for General Tire, and another for 
American Motors. Legendary. 
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Anne Reddy: So it was a lot of writing? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: A lot of writing. I remember a lot of writing. I also remember a 
restaurant, sort of across the street from the firm, called Massoletti' s, 
where I very quickly learned that we were expected to have dinner 
every night, or as many nights as possible. And talk about lack of 
confidence, I remember one of the - they were all male people - I don't 
think the estates lawyers were there as much at night as the litigators. 
The litigators were probably there most of all. And I remember one of 
them placing an order and he said, "I see you've brought your '57 reds 
up to market." I thought, "Wow, imagine ifl could say something like 
that" You know, he was just a young associate too. I saw that I had a 
lot to learn about sophistication and holding up my end of the 
conversation. 

Anne Reddy: Did they provide any training in that? I mean, they do now. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: No. 

Anne Reddy: Social graces, of some sort. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I remember litigation luncheons. We did have those. And those would 
be at one of the lawyer's associations, right across the street on Pine 
Street when you went out the back entrance - 48 Wall Street. And then 
there was the entrance that they had some lawyer's association name, 
but I don't remember which. But there was a separate women's 
entrance. Women were not allowed to enter through the main entrance. 
You couldn't sit in the same dining room. But we would have our 
litigation luncheons there and I remember the head of the litigation 
department was not the head of the meeting. The head of the meeting 
was Bill Piel. And he would begin the meeting with "Gentlemen and 
Judy," that was how the meeting started. But those were very friendly 
and I really had a good time at Sullivan & Cromwell. I especially 
remember it because the day that I went to see the head of the litigation 
department to tell him I was leaving, I think, well, he doesn't have the 
same office, but his rug would still be wet from all the tears that I shed. 
I so much enjoyed being there. 

Anne Reddy: I don't want to harp on --

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Oh, please. 

Anne Reddy: -- you as a woman in a sea of men entering the litigation luncheons 
through a different entrance? Did you feel - did it make you feel 
special though, in a good way? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Again, I think density is the word, but I accepted what I believed was 
just traditional. I realized I was making a lot of waves in a lot of ways, 
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but it never occurred to me that I should have demanded walking 
through the same entrance as everybody else. No, I didn't feel 
diminished, I felt proud to be going there. It just shows you how stupid 
I was. It just never crossed my mind that there was something wrong 
with it. 

Anne Reddy: Right. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: It was a day I might say, and I know this more from Stephen. And 
we'll get to Stephen in a few minutes, but there was some 
discrimination against Jewish people too. It wasn't just women. 

Anne Reddy: At Sullivan? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I don't remember any discrimination at Sullivan. But as a general 
matter, I remember an athletic club down there in the Wall Street area 
that didn't admit Jewish people, so at the time - those things, obviously 
those things - they've become illegal. But they became loathsome long 
before that. 

Anne Reddy: Were they loathsome at the time? Did you feel? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well, I thought this Jewish thing, I think that was more noticed, more a 
thing of the past. And there were more efforts to cover that up. With 
the discrimination against women, nobody was apologetic about it. It 
was like, hey, I accepted it. I never questioned it. It was just the way 
things were, and I felt extremely fortunate to have gotten into a place 
where I really wanted to be. 

Anne Reddy: So before we leave Sullivan & Cromwell, you did have to take t~e bar 
examination. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Oh yes! That reminds me of an unforgettable story which is that-
when would the bar exam have been? 

Anne Reddy: I would think, maybe in the winter months --

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Yes, in the winter months. Yes. 

Anne Reddy: -- started in September. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well, it couldn't have been February, because I was admitted in March 
of '63. So.it must have been, maybe November. I think so. And I 
remember going to see Bill Willis, the head of the litigation department 
to ask if I could take a couple of weeks off to study for the bar exam. 
And he said, in a very lovely, gentlemanly way, he said "No." He said 
there are pass people arid there are fail people. You're a pass person, 
you don't need three weeks off. "Oh my God, if I don't pass, I'm not 
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the person he thinks I am." But I did take probably two weeks off to 
study for the bar exam. And I passed! So I didn't suffer any 
consequence. 

Anne Reddy: You don't remember it as being a horrible experience? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I don't remember it and again, I think my theme here is just - density. 
Density and blind perseverance. The day I was sworn in at the 
Appellate Division, First Department, I was seated in the front row and 
I thought that was pretty nice. I didn't realize until decades later why I 
was seated in the front row. Because there were just a couple of 
women and all the women were put in the front row. 

Anne Reddy: And you didn't notice it at the time? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I didn't notice it. I noticed that I was seated in the front row, but it just 
- it's just acute density. 

Anne Reddy: How did your family feel at this point? About you becoming a lawyer? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I think they worried still. But I thought that they were pretty proud 
because, as you know, my parents were immigrants to this country, 
they revered education, although they most dreamed that I would be 
would be a teacher. That would have been their ideal for a well 
educated woman. But once I finished law school and got a job, I mean, 
that job at $7200 was a lot of money back in 1962. My parents may 
not have had that much money in a year. Plus there was a bonus at 
Christmas time, so I think it got to be - I think it got to $9000 or · 
something. That earned a lot of respect. So I think I remember, 
certainly, my mother coming to the swearing in. I think my dad - we 
had a store, so I don't think they both could come from Monticello. 
They were still nervous about my ever finding a mate, which was 
important to them. But they felt pretty good about my becoming a 
lawyer, and I remember their telling me about chats they had with 
lawyers in Monticello. In Monticello, I remember - just to give you 
one example - Bernie Weiss. We called him "Lawyer Weiss." I mean, 
that's how we addressed lawyers. It was a position that earned genuine 
respect. So when I became a lawyer, I think they felt good. 

Anne Reddy: Did you ever talk about your experiences in the law with your family? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Oh, no. Never. Never. They were very busy shopkeepers. I do 
remember my dad being a devoted newspaper reader. So all the times 
he was not working in the store, he'd be sitting behind the counter with 
glasses low on his nose reading some paper. He was a great fan of 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. So maybe from time to time there were 
political subjects discussed. But no, never legal subjects. 
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What was your personal life to the extent that you had one being a first 
or second year associate? 

Hmm. I just can't remember in particular anything until the day that I 
met Stephen. 

Were you living by yourself? 

Yes. When I went to law school I found a room. I don't know how I 
got directed there, to 43 Fifth A venue. 11th Street and Fifth A venue. I 
had been living with my aunt when I worked at the Hudson Dispatch, 
but she lived on the Upper West Side, on 101 st Street. The law school 
was all the way down in the Village. I thought I should be somewhere 
closer to the law school. Somebody directed me to this large apartment 
a woman had where she rented out rooms. And I remember renting a 
room there until one day I discovered the very top floor of 43 Fifth 
A venue, those were probably maid's rooms, one bed. If you look at the 
building today, they're like little garret windows and I discovered I 
could rent a whole room for myself up there. So I did that very 
quickly. I had much more privacy - not place, because it was tiny. But 
opportunity to just sit at a desk and get my work done. So I'm sorry 
I've confused things, because that's where I lived when I went to law 
school. As soon as I got the job at Sullivan & Cromwell, I got an 
apartment at 3 Sheridan Square. But the two places go together, 
because when I pass 43 Fifth Avenue and look up at the garret windows 
and when I pass 3 Sheridan Square and think about my first apartment,· 
I have the same very teary, happy recollection. They're both rather 
aged buildings today. 

Was it exciting living alone in the city? 

It was great. And here I was living at Sheridan Square, in the Village 
and working down at Sullivan & Cromwell. I considered 14th Street 
uptown. I think I probably went a couple times to shop at Lord & 
Taylor, but I hardly ever went above 14th Street. Life was all 
downtown from law school on. Until I married, really. I still have the 
ironing board I had at 3 Sheridan Square. I still use it. It's still in good 
shape. 

At some point you did decide to leave Sullivan & Cromwell. 

I did. 

And how did you come about that decision? 

Well, I had begun dating Stephen Kaye. He was a litigator. 
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Anne Reddy: At Sullivan & Cromwell? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: At Sullivan & Cromwell. So he was like maybe a sixth year associate. 
He had a really exciting practice, because he did a lot of work for El 
Paso and spent a lot of time in Texas. He always had a lot of good 
stories. So I remember meeting Stephen. One night, we were at a party 
together at the home of Arthur Dean, who was at that time, the 
managing partner. One who succeeded John whatever his name was, 
who made me the offer. That's the night I started dating Stephen. 
Now, I don't know which of us would less have wanted people at the 
firm to know. I certainly did not want people to know. I was horrified 
at the thought that anyone would know. 

Anne Reddy: How long had you been there? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Well, we were married in 1964 and I started in 1962, so maybe a year. 
A little less than a year. About a year. It would have been very 
frowned upon for anybody to be seeing another lawyer in the firm. 
And I was especially nervous about it because I thought it would reflect 
so badly on women. The thought was that women went to law school 
and went to law firms to find husbands and I just didn't want people 
thinking of me that way. So we kept-:- I'm sure Stephen had his whole 
set of reasons too. We just decided to keep our dating a secret which 
was very easy at Sullivan & Cromwell because all the litigators were at 
Massoletti' s, right? They were working and having dinner at night and 
going back to the office. We had a very lively social life, and only 
once ran into a partner at a restaurant called O'Henry's, but he was 
with a woman who was not his wife. So he wasn't going to tell 
anybody either. And nobody found out. The really remarkable thing 
was, I came back from lunch one day with my wedding invitations, and 
there was a young lawyer there who worked on the El Paso case with 
Stephen, they were very close. I said, "John," this is John Clark, I do 
remember his last name. I said, "John, I've just picked up my wedding 
invitations." He said "Oh great, you're getting married! Are you going 
to marry a lawyer?" I said, "Yes." He said, "What firm is he with?" I 
said Proskauer. He said, "You know, Steve Kaye just went to the 
Proskauer firm." I said, "John! That's who I'm marrying!" And he 
just fell off his seat. He couldn't believe it. And he was probably the 
person Stephen worked most closely with. So he kept it a pretty good 
secret too. We had a very short engagement because my mother was 
dreadfully ill, and we wanted to be married while she was still alive. 
Stephen had just left and gone to the Proskauer firm and thinking hard 
about the situation, I just thought it was best if I did not stay at Sullivan 
& Cromwell. Painful as that was for me. I decided I should go 
elsewhere. It just would make our personal life easier. I've just been 
so lucky in my life, not having given the kind of thought one should to 
next steps. I'm living that out right now too. I didn't think about 
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where I would go or what I would do. One of the partners in the firm 
one day, when word got out that I was leaving, asked me, "Where are 
you going next?" It suddenly occurred to me I didn't know. 

Anne Reddy: So you decided to leave without finding another place to --

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Yes, correct. 

Anne Reddy: Were you, at this time, had you married Stephen? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: No. We were planning the wedding and also I had obviously gained 
sufficient confidence to think that I would have no difficulty despite 
what had happened just a short time earlier. This time I thought I'd be 
okay. This man asked me, "Where are you going?" And I said, "What 
a good question. I don't know" And he said, "You know, Ken 
Seggerman just left and went to IBM. You ought to call Ken." So I 
called Ken and he said come on up. Their offices were at 590 Madison 
A venue, which was great. Meanwhile we were planning the wedding 
and all that. I went up, I saw Ken, but I also saw the, at the time, the 
head of the litigation department at IBM. One of the zaniest people 
I've ever met in my entire life named H. Bartow Farr. His father 
founded Wilke Farr. And Bartow' s son was a leading United States 
Supreme Court practitioner in Washington D.C. Bartow, he had an 
actor's equity card. He used to appear on Divorce Court. Actually, he 
turned IBM into the Justice Department for some anti-trust violation. 
He was like that. 

Anne Reddy; -- whistleblower? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: He was. And I do remember whether it was at 590 or a subsequent 
location I'm going to tell you about. Bartow hated overhead lights and 
every night he would stand up and unscrew all the light bulbs and they. 
would put them back in again. He was fabulous beyond belief. 
Imagine working for somebody like that! Bartow told me the day he 
made me the job offer that IBM would be moving up to Armonk, New 
York. "Before you accept this job, go up to Armonk and be sure that 
the commute will be okay for you." So that night Stephen - and I was 
so excited about, first of all, about Bartow. He was clearly different; 
and the idea of working for IBM at that moment in time, inside counsel, 
was exciting. They were on the verge of - we talked about the 
simultaneous translations and intellectual property issues and their 
getting into the photocopy business which they subsequently busted out 
of. But there were so many exciting things going on, it suddenly 
seemed like the right place for me to be. So Stephen and I, that night, 
drove up. Not bad. It looked like an easy trip. And I came back and 
accepted the job. I was there for six months when they moved and I 
discovered that we had not been to Armonk, we had been to Harrison. 
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Armonk was another half an hour away. But again, I was really lucky, 
because there was another young lawyer there who lived right in the 
next building to where Stephen and I lived on 34th Street. He had no 
car, so he would come every day and pick up our car and drive me up 
to Armonk and drive me home. So talk about a really spoiled life. The 
commute was okay too. What killed the IBM job was their undeviating 
policy that you leave IBM in the seventh month of a pregnancy at the 
latest. That's it. Well, I mean, Bartow told me I would be welcomed 
back. But I had to go. The day that I - I think I was about in the fifth 
month when I told them that I was pregnant. And that was corporate 
policy. You had to go by the seventh month. I mean, they were very 
generous with benefits and I think I probably still get benefits. I'm just 
joking. but --

Anne Reddy: I can see how that would be frustrating for someone -

Judge Judith S. Kaye: That was a bit of a shock, but I did make it through five months without 
anybody even knowing that I was pregnant with Luisa. So there again, 
I was determined that there should be no lapse between my leaving 
IBM and continuing in the profession. 

Anne Reddy: When did you start - did you start at IBM before the wedding or after 
the wedding? Did you leave Sullivan --

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Again, there was no lapse, so whatever. Stephen and I had a 
honeymoon in Jamaica. But I can't remember ifl was already at IBM 
or about to go, but there would have been that week, or ten days, or 
whatever it was. 

Anne Reddy: No more than that? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: No, no more than that. 

Anne Reddy: What was your wedding like? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: It was a big lovely Jewish wedding at the Park Avenue Synagogue and 
the Croydon Hotel which doesn't exist anymore. And I do remember 
the Sullivan & Cromwell table. We had a number of buddies there. 
Stephen had, by that time, been at that firm for a long time, so we had 
some really good friends and they made one whole table. There were a 
few tables of Monticello people. It was a great wedding. It really was. 
And then we went off to Monte go Bay in Jamaica for our honeymoon. 
Whether I was already at IBM or about to go, it was, no time lapse at 
all. And I do remember those IBM years. It got to be about a year, I 
guess. Maybe a little over a year. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: And the two of you had moved to 34th Street? 
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Judge Judith S. Kaye: We had moved to East- to a new building on East 34th Street. Right. 
So many things stand out about my time at IBM. My best buddy, 
maybe, other than this poor fellow who came every morning to pick me 
up and drive me up there and drive me home is somebody name Myra 
Schuben, who, to this day remains a very good friend. I had a good 
time. Well, look, with Bartow as the head of the litigation group, how 
could you miss? One thing I remember, too, early in my time, I 
remember the first time my phone rang at IBM, it was a gentleman 
asking what the law was about taking the flag in, in inclement weather. 
It's such an essential difference - you would not call Sullivan & 
Cromwell to ask a question like that. But you would call in-house 
counsel to ask a question like that. And I found a volume of the U.S. 
Code Annotated used to be number 14 and I found the answer to his 
question. You take the flag in, in bad weather. But that was my first 
question at IBM, but I had a very good time there, with a couple of the 
issues I described to you. I remember being in on the negotiation for 
the entry into the photocopy business. I remember one negotiation 
where somebody claimed that IBM had taken away some of his 
property wrongfully. I negotiated a deal, a settlement with him, I got a 
release from him that Mr. Tom Watson, he tore it up. He didn't think it 
was fair. I do remember that too. 

Anne Reddy: Tom Watson was? 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: Probably the head of IBM, or something like that. Or maybe it was the 
head corporate officer who thought that it was an unfair settlement. 
Unfair to the property owner. Too good for IBM. I thought I'd done a 
great job, but they tore up the release. 

Anne Reddy: So how did you find being in-house counsel compared to --

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I told you the first difference. You know, the level of questions. You'd 
be asked questions lik~ that. I remember being more in the negotiation 
phase than I was at the firm, but, of course, if you were a corporate 
person at a firm, you could be more of a negotiator there too. Again, I 
just really enjoyed being there. First of all, we had Bartow, who was 
such fun to work with. Bartow left the IBM Armonk quarters, and he 
went to head up their international operations over in Europe. He lived 
many years in Europe. We always stayed in touch. Then he came 
back, and he became general counsel of Singer and sent me a 
marvelous piece of business when I was at Olwine Connolly. 

And I want to tell one more story about Bartow. I think when he was 
with Singer, he went to live in some Southern city. He was not in New 
York City, but he was coming to town, and he said he would meet me 
at a club on Park A venue. I forget the name of the club. I went over to 
meet him for lunch. I walk up to the desk and I say, "I'm here to meet 
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Bartow Farr." And I was heading into the dining room and they said, 
"Oh, no. Women are not allowed in there." I remember that so clearly. 
By that time, I can tell you, the years had done me some good. They 
had opened my eyes and got my mind working, and I made some small 
fuss. Bartow came out. I was not allowed into the dining room. 
Bartow came out, and we went some place else for lunch, and 
ultimately he resigned from the club. Wish I could remember the name 
of the club. 

So with him as the core, you can imagine what life was like there. 
When you think of IBM back in the 60s, you think of kind of a very 
straight laced universe. But I had a wonderful time. A really good 
time. And then came the seventh month of my pregnancy. 

I remember the day I left IBM. I went from IBM down to the New 
York University School of Law, because clearly in the seventh month 
of a pregnancy, I was not about to be hired other places. But I went to 
NYU thinking I would find, hopefully, a job. But if I didn't find a job, 
I intended to volunteer my services if they could use me at my alma 
mater. So I went to see the dean of the law school, Russell Niles. 
Luisa was born in March, so this would have been January, probably. 
He taught Real Property, which is how I got to know him at the law 
school. He wanted his Real Prop~rty case book revised and updated, 
and I accepted that job although personally, I could care less. Or 
maybe I couldn't care less, I don't know what. The idea of doing that 
was not pleasant for me. 

But again, a stroke of unbelievable good fortune. Russell Niles was 
elected president of the City Bar Association. So the day he signed me 
on as his reviser of his Real Property case book he was off to a new 
adventure at the City Bar Association, and guess what? He took me 
with him. I was hired as an independent contractor for I don't know 
how many dollars a month and we were able to get a semi-professional 
apartment, Stephen and I. I kept that job through the birth of my son 
Gordie. I call those the pregnancy years. Dean Niles was the president 
of the city Bar. He had a lovely office there at 42 West 44th Street and 
wouldn't you know, I had a lovely office right next to him. We turned 
out a few good articles on judicial selection, things that are printed. 

I helped him with speeches. I helped him with - the City Bar 
Association is such an exciting organization. There were always so 
many wonderful things going on at the time. I was reminded only 
recently of the Robert Jackson Lecture Series that was done in those 
years. And I was there. I was there every day at the city Bar 
Association. I remember one time - at this time I had Luisa. Within 
two years, I had my next child, Jonathan. Then a year or so later, 
Gordie. Because they're just three and a half years apart, the three 
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Anne Reddy: 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: 

children. It was a very conducive atmosphere because when I asked 
Russell Niles for a raise at one point, he said, I can't get you more 
money, work less. That was the answer, work less. So I was able to do 
that. At the end of his two years as President of the City Bar 
Association, my job with him came to an end but only because the next 
dean, the dean that succeeded him was Miguel DeCapriles, who taught 
corporate finance, and he was going off to some major European 
conference and he wanted somebody to help with his corporate finance 
course and his preparation for this conference abroad. So I had that 
delightful year until Gordie was born. Those were the NYU years. 

What was it like - and we'll end on this note - but what was it like 
being a young mother and a working mother during those years? 

Well, I was obviously very determined to stay in the profession and to 
make this succeed. At NYU law school there were a couple of other 
women around at the time, and I think especially of Eleanor Fox, and 
she's got children just a tiny bit older than mine, maybe contemporary 
to mine. That's on the plus side. On the minus side there was a lot of 
criticism. And I remember in particular, one woman saying to me as 
my kids started at the Ethical Culture School, so Luisa would have been 
five at the time. I'm getting a little ahead of the story, but I remember 
her saying to me, "I saw your daughter at school today. She looked so 
unhappy." And people would say horrible things like that. I mean, 
thank you for telling me that. I'm so grateful to· you. 

But obviously, I got by and it worked. I was just determined it should 
work. Stephen, as you know, Anne, because you worked with him for 
so many years, he worked four times harder than anybody on Earth, so 
we just managed to keep the ship afloat. And when people ask me or 
used to ask me what my advice was, in managing this kind of life, I 
would always say, "I don't give advice on this subject to other people," 
except the one thing I do tell them is "never buy a wrap skirt." 

That's the only advice I feel confident giving to - especially a lawyer, I 
mean running around, it's just not a good thing to wear. But everything 
else, I think it's so individual and you have to build a level. You have 
to build a crest. You have to stay very positive. One of the things that 
was so immensely attractive about Stephen is he just was the world's 
leading optimist. Everything was going to work. And it's just a very 
individual challenge. 

Fortunately today, we have so many more women we can talk to. And 
so many more women we can watch. But I think probably the greatest 
leap forward has been the mentoring. It's just been so helpful in raising 
awareness and giving some comfort level in an area that remains a 
struggle to this very day. And who knows better than you and I who 
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turned out that Fordham Law Review article, right? 

Anne Reddy: Right. 

Judge Judith S. Kaye: I think we will stop here. It's been so great having you here today. 

Anne Reddy: For me too. 
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